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PREFACE. 


The Letters of Lord Nelson in this Volume commence 
while he was still acting as Commander-in-Chief in the 
Mediterranean, and extend from September 1799, to 
December 1801, a period of two years and four months. 
His Correspondence, until the arrival of Lord Keith in 
that command, related principally to the blockade of 
La Valetta in Malta; to the business of his Squadron; 
and to the atfairs of Sicily, Turkey, Egypt, and the 
Eoman States. 

The appointment of Lord Keith so deeply mortified 
his feelings, (for he did not expect that any Olficer 
would be placed over him in the Mediterranean, after 
the retirement of Earl St. Vincent,) that he determined 
to return to England, as soon as he had obtained the 
permission of the Admiralty. In the meantime, he 
joined Lord Keith at Leghorn, accompanied him to 
Palermo, and thence to Malta. On the 18th of 
February 1800, Lord Nelson, in the Foudroyant, with 
ofher Ships, captured “ Le Genereux,” of seventy-four 
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guns, a prize of the greatest value in his opinion, because 
she was one of the only two Ships of the Line that had 
escaped at the Nile; and, to his infinite satisfaction, 
the other, “ Le Guillaume Tell,” was also taken by the 
Foudroyant and a small Squadron, in the following 
month; when the whole of the French Fleet present in 
that Battle, were thus either captured or destroyed. 

Lord Nelson was left by Lord Keith in command of 
the blockade of Malta in February 1800, but his health 
obliged him to return to Palermo, where he remained 
until June; and then, having the Queen of Naples and 
her children, and Sir William and Lady Hamilton on 
board, he proceeded in the Foudroyant to Leghorn. He 
struck his Flag on the IStli of July, and set out for 
England, by way of Ancona, Trieste, Vienna, and 
Hamburgh, being everywhere received on his journey 
with marks of veneration and respect. He arrived in 
England on the 6th of November, and instantly reported 
himself to the Admiralty as ready to serve. The offer was 
accepted; and having, on the 1st of January 1801, been 
promoted to the rank of Vice-Admiral of the Blue, he 
was directed to hoist his Flag in the San Josef, under 
the Earl of St. Vincent, in the Channel Fleet. 

A formidable Coalition having been formed against 
this Country, by Kussia, Denmark, and Sweden, it 
became expedient, in March 1801, to send an Armament 
to the Baltic, when a large Fleet was placed under Admiral 
Sir Hyde Parker, of which LpRD Nelson was appointed 
Second in Command, with his Flag in the Saint George. 
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Hence ensued, on the 2nd of April 1801, the memor- 
able Battle of Copenhagen, in which Nelson was the 
real Chief, and, as the inevitable consequence, another 
great Naval Victory. A few weeks after that event, 
he succeeded to the Command of the Baltic Fleet, 
but he retained it only until the 19 th of June, when 
the state of his health compelled him to return to 
England. 

No part of Nelson’s Correspondence is more re- 
markable or characteristic than his Letters after the 
Battle of Copenhagen — his well-known Note “ To the 
Brothers of Englishmen, the Danes” — ^the account of 
his interview with the Prince Royal of Denmark — his 
spirited remonstrance against the oflBcial report of the 
Danish Commodore — his indignant complaints that the 
gallantry of his Captains had not, as after other great 
Battles, been rewarded with Medals, and that the City 
of London had withheld its Thanks from those who had 
fought on that occasion. “ I long to have the Medal for 
Copenhagen,” he said, “ which I would not give up to be 
made an English Duke;” and the refusal to bestow that 
simple distinction, was the more severely felt by him, be- 
cause there can be no doubt that it had been promised ; 
and still more, because no reward whatever was bestowed 
on the Captains who had signalized themselves, with 
whom Nelson always identified himself. “I am,” he said, 
“ fixed never to abandon the fair fame of my Companions 
in dangers. I may offend, and suffer ; but I had rather 
suffer from that, than ray ow» feelings.” His Corre- 
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spondence with the Danish, Swedish, and Russian Au- 
thorities, is no less interesting; but few will share 
Nelson’s surprise, that his arrival in the Bay of Revel, 
with eleven Sail of the Line, at a most critical state of 
affairs, was not deemed a compliment by the Emperor 
of Russia; or think that, because he had not actually 
brought the whole of his Squadron, nor a Bomb, nor a 
Fire-ship, his intentions ought not to have created any 
uneasiness ! 

Buonaparte’s threat of Invasion, and the appearance of 
a large Army and Flotilla at Boulogne, in the summer of 
1801, rendered it necessary to prepaa'e a Squadron speci- 
ally for the defence of the English Coast, and to entrust 
it to an Officer who enjoyed the confidence of the Nation. 
Public opinion pointed unanimously to Nelson ; and he 
was, accordingly, on the 24th of July, made Commander- 
in- Chief, from Orfordness to Beachy Head. From that 
time to nearly the end of 1801, his Correspondence 
relates principally to the duties of his Command, and the 
proceedings of his Squadron. It proves that his zeal, 
abilities, and energy were unabated; and he had the 
happiness of knowing that, so long as the defence of the 
Coast was in his hands, not even a single Boat had been 
captured by the Enemy. But it was a sense of duty 
alone which induced him to accept that Service. Its 
nature and details were new and disagreeable to him; 
and his health was unequal to the labour it required. 
To these causes, added to th«. disappointment about the 
Medals for Copenhagen, 'to the neglect of the City of 
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London, and to pecuniary inconvenience, (for having 
settled half his income upon Lady Nelson, and con- 
tributed largely out of the remainder to the support 
or assistance of his relations, he was scarcely able to 
maintain his rank,) the initability and discontent shown 
in some of his Letters, may fairly be attributed. His pri- 
vate Letters, and particularly those in which he speaks 
of his proteg^. Captain Parker, while that gallant Officer 
was lingering from the fatal wound he received in the 
attack on Boulogne, are additional and affecting evidence 
of the warmth and goodness of his heart. 

The Government had not been altogether unmind- 
ful of Nelson’s merits. Besides a Viscodntcy, he 
obtained the grant of a new Barony of Nelson to the 
descendants of his Father, in case he should die without 
heirs male of his own body ; and he was, doubtless, 
informed by his friend Mr. Addington, the Prime 
Minister, of the gracious manner in which the King had 
signified his consent to that measure.' 

After the Preliminaries of Peace were ratified. Lord 
Nelson obtained leave of absence ; and, though he was 
not actually relieved from his Command until April 1802, 
he lived mostly at Merton in Surrey, (where he had 
purchased a small estate,) from November 1801, until he 
was appointed Commander-in-Chief in the Mediterranean, 
in May 1803. 

A few words are required respecting the additional 
Letters with which the Editor has been favoured since 

’ Vide p. 424, posit 
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the publication of the last Volume. In the Preface to 
the Second Volume, it was said that Vice-Admiral Sir 
William Parker, the possessor of Lord Nelson’s Cor- 
respondence with the Earl of St. Vincent, had expressed 
his desire to afford him any assistance, as soon as he 
had had an opportunity of examining those papers. 
Sir William Parker has lately been so good as to fulfil 
that intention, by sending him, through Mr. Jedediah 
Stephens Tucker, a great number of Letters of Lord 
Nelson, from the year 1797 to 1804, being the originals 
of some that have been partly printed in this Work, from 
Drs. Clarke and M‘ Arthur’s “ Life of Nelson,” together 
with others that had never been published. The Editor 
regrets, however, to find that several important Letters 
to Earl St. Vincent, which Drs. Clarke and M‘ Arthur 
seem to have obtained from his Lordship, are no longer 
in that collection. Mr. Tucker informs him that “ he 
has forwarded all the Letters in his custody, except some 
which he had sent to Sir William Parker for his considera- 
tion, among which may be part of the Letters in ques- 
tion ; but he had heard that many Letters which Lord 
St. Vincent had himself lent to Authors, were never 
returned.” 

One of the most valuable contributions with which 
the Editor has been favoured, is from Colonel Hugh 
Percy Davison, consisting of nearly one hundred Original 
Letters from Lord Nelson to his confidential friend, the 
late Alexander Davison, Esq. from the year 1797 until 
within a week of the Battle of Trafalgar, and relating 
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to almost every circumstance, public or private, in which 
Lord Nelson was interested. So much of the present 
Volume had, unfortunately, been printed before these 
valuable Papers reached the Editor’s hands, that the 
earliest of the Letters to Mr. Davison which he could 
insert, from the autograph, is dated in May 1801. 

The Letters to the late Admiral Skeffington Lutwidge, 
which occur in this Volume, remind the Editor that 
he accidentally omitted, in Ids former acknowledgments 
to Contributors, to include the name of the Admiral’s 
nephew. Major Lutwidge: he begs leave now, however, 
to offer that gentleman his best thanks, and to apologize 
for the omission. 


September, 1845. 
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EllRATUJlf. 

I. 176, 1. 10,yJyr ** Tuesday, 14th June,” read “ Tuesday, 14th January, 1800.’ 



ANALYSIS 


LIFE OF NELSON, 

FROM SEPTEMBER 1799 TO DECEMBER 1801. 


1799. 

— September 1st 
to 

— October 4th 

— — 5th 

— — 12th .. 

-- — 13th . 

— — 18th . 

— — 22ncl . 


— — 23rd 

to 

J800» JMiuary 15th 


— — 16th 

— — 20th 

•— — 25th 


Keae-Admtral op the Red, acting as Com- 
mander-in- Chief* in the Mediterranean, with 
his Flag in the Samuel and Jane Transport, 
at Palermo, until the 4th of October, when 
it was re-hoisted in the Foudroyant, 

.Sailed from Palermo. 

• Off Mahon. 

.Anchored in Mahon Harbour. 

.Sailed from Mahon. 

.Arrived at Palermo. 

At Palermo. On the 29th of October he 
shifted his Flag to the Perseus Bomb : 
on the return of the Foudroyant on the 
17th of November, it was re-hoisted on 
board of her ; but it was removed to 
the Atty Transport on the 25th of that 
month. On the 30th of November, 
Lord Nelson was directed to place him- 
self under the command of Vice-Admiral 
Lord Keith, which orders he received on 
the 6th of January 1800 ; and on the 14th 
of that month, he re-hoisted his Flag in 
, the Foudroyant 
.Sailed in the Foudroyant from Palermo. 

. Arrived in Leghorn Roads and joined Vice- 
Admiral Lord Keith* 

•Sailed from Leghorn in company with Lord 
Keith. 
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ANALYSIS. 


YEAIl. MONTH. 


FACTS. 


1800, continued .. 

— February 1st 
^ . 3rd 

— ^ 12th 


18th 


— 19th 

to 

March 10th 

— 16th 


} 


to 

April 23rd 


— — 24th 

— — 30th . 

— May 3rd . 

— — 4th . 

— 11th, 

— — 20th , 

June 1st 

to f 

— — 9th I 

10th. 


— 14th. 


to 

July 12th 


..RfiAit- Admiral of the Red, in the Medi- 
terranean. 

...Off Monte Christi. 

...Arrived at Palermo. 

...Sailed from Palermo in company with Lord 
Keith, and passed through the Faro of 
Messina for Malta. 

..Off Cape Passaro, in Sicily. The Foudroyant, 
Northumberland^ Audacious^ Frigate, 

and El Corso Brig, fell in with a French 
Squadron under Rear-Admiral Perr^ e in Le 
Gmireuxy and captured that Ship and a 
Frigate. 

Oft* Malta. On the 24th of February, Lord 
Keith left him in command of the Squadron 
blockading La Valetta. 

...Arrived in the Foudroyant at Palermo. 

At Palermo. On the 24th of March, he shifted 
bis Flag to a Transport, the Foudroyant 
having returned to the blockade of Malta, 
oft* which Island, under the command of 
Captain Sir Edward Berry, in company 
with the Lion and Penelope^ she captured 
Le Guillaume Tell on the. 30th of March. 
Removed his Flag from the Transport to the 
Pcterel on the 19th, and to the Foudroyant 
on the 21st of April. 

. . . .Sailed fromPalermo in the Foudroyant, having 
Sir William and Lady Hamilton on board. 

...Arrived at Syracuse. 

...Sailed from Syracuse. 

...Anchored in St. Paul’s Bay, Malta. 

...Anchored in Marsa Sirocco Bay, Malta. 

...Under sail, oft* Malta. 

...Arrived in the Foudroyant at Palermo. 

At Palermo. On the 2nd of June he was ap- 
pointed a Knight Grand Cross of the Order of 
St. Ferdinand and Merit of the Two Sicilies. 

....Sailed in Wig Foudroyant Leghorn, having 
on board the Queen of Naples, three Prin- 
cesses, and Prince Leopold, and Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Hamilton. 

. . . .Arrived atj^eghorn. 

At Leghorn, on the 28 th of June, he shifted his 
Flag to the Alexander ; and on the 9th of 
July, the Queen of Sicily, with her ohildren, 
took reftige on board that Ship, but landed 
the nejit day. 



ANALYSIS. 


XXIX 


YEAR. MONTH. 


FACTS. 


1800, conHnued Rear-Admieal op the Bed. 

— July 13th Struck his Flag. 

— — 17th Left Leghorn, on his way to England, with 

Sir William and Lady Hamilton. 

— — 19th Arrival at Florence. 

— — 24th At Ancona, embarked on board a Russian 

Frigate for Trieste. 

— August 9th At Trieste. 

to I ...At Vienna. 

— September 25th J 

— — 26th Left Vienna. 

— — 29th At Prague, and thence proceeded to Magde- 

burg and Hamburgh. 

— November 6th Landed at Yarmouth. 

In London. On the 10th, (Lord Mayor’s Day,) 

— — 8th he dined with the Lord Mayor, and received 

to the Sword voted to him by the City of Lon- 

December 15th On the 20th, he took his Seat in the 

V House of Lords. 

— — 20th Visited l^alisbury, Fonthill, &c. 

— — 29th Returned to London. 

1801. January 1st Promoted to be Vice- Admiral or the Blue, 

and was soon after ordered to hoist his Flag 
in the San Josef bX Plymouth, in the Chan- 
nel Fleet, under Earl St. Vincent. 

— — 13th Finally separated from Lady Nelson, and left 

London for Plymouth. 

— — 17th Hoisted his Flag in the San Josef at Ply- 

mouth, 

— — 21st At Exeter, when he received the Freedom 

of that City. 

23rd ^ 

I At Plymouth, and was admitted a Freeman of 
_ J that Borough on the 24th. 


( In Torbay. On the 12 th of February, he 
shifted his Flag to the Saint George ; and 
on the 17th of that month, was ordered 
10 place himself under the command of 
Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, in the Fleet 
destined for the Baltic ; on the following day 
was directed to proceed to Spithead. 

~ — 21st Arrived in the Saint George at Spithead, and 

Oil the 23rd, proceeded, on leave for three 
days, to London. 

— March 2nd Sailed from Spithead for Yarmouth 
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ANALYSIS 


YEAB. MONTH. 

FACTS. 

1801, continued 

— March 6th 
to 

—• — 11th 

Viok-Admibal op the Blue, Second in Com- 

inand in the Baltic. 

1 At Yarmouth, where he joined Admiral Sir 

f Hyde Parker. 

— — 12th 



Hyde Parker for the Baltic. 

— — 18th 


— — 19th 


— — 24th 


— — 26th 

the evening to the anchorage off Elsineur. 

— — 29th 

Elephant 

— — 30th 

and about noon, anchored between the 
Island of Huen and Copenhagen. 

— April 1st 

two miles of Copenhagen ; and at one p.m. 
the Division of Ships placed under his com- 
mand w'eighed, and in the evening anchored 
off Draco. 

— — 2nd 

Battle op Copeniiagkn. 

— — 3rd 

Rehoisted his Flagon board the Saint George, 

— — 9th 


— — 19th 

Went in a Boat from the Saint George in 

Copenhagen Roads to the Fleet under Sir 
Hyde Parker, which had sailed in pursuit 
of the Swedish Squadron; was soon after 
followed by his own Ship, the Saint George, 
and proceeded in her, with the Fleet, to 
Carlscrona. 

— — 27th 

^ In Kioge Bay. On the 5th of May, he received 

to 

> his appointment as Commandeb-in-Chief 

— May 6th 

J in the Baltic, dated on the 21st of April. 

— — 7th 


— — 11th 

— — 12th 

At the entrance of the Gulf of Finland. 

I 

to 

— — 16th 

>....In Revel Roads. 

— — 17th 

seded in the command, in consequence of 
ill healt]|. 

— — 19th 

Off Gothland. 

— — 22nd 

OF Bubnham Thobpe in the County of 
Norfolk. 
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XXXI 


TBAB. MONTH. 

1801, continued .... 
— May 24th 
to 

— June 1st 

— — 4th 

to 

— — 18th 

— — 19th 

— July 1st .. 

— — 2ncl 

to 

— — 28th 

— — 27th. 

— — 29th. 


— August 2n(l 

to 

— December ftlst 


PACTS. 

,.Vice-Admibal of the Blue. 

- ...Off Rostoch. 

In Kioge Bay. On the 14th of June he In- 
vested Rear-Admiral Graves with the En- 
signs of the Order of the Bath, on board 
the St. George. 

...Resigned the command of the Baltic Fleet, 
and sailed in the Kite Brig for England. 

...Arrived at Yarmouth. 

In London. On the 24th of July he was 
appointed Commanoer-in-Chief of a 
Squadron employed between Orfordness 
and Beachy Head, to prevent an Invasion. 

...Hoisted his Flag on board V Unite at Sheer- 
ness. 

...Hoisted his Flag on board the Leyden in the 
Downs. 

At divers places on his Station, with his Flag 
in the Medusa.^ Captain John Gore. On 
the 16th of August, he made an attack on 
the Enemy’s Flotilla at Boulogne, without 
success. On the 18th of August was created 
Baron Nelson of the Nile and of 
II lLBOROUGH in THE CoUNTY OF NoRFOLK, 
with special remainders. About the 27th 
of August he shifted his Flag to the 
Amazon^ Captain Samuel Sutton. On the 
22nd of October he proceeded to Merton 
on leave of absence, and on the 29th of that 
month, took his Scat in the House of Lords 
as a Viscount. 
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1799— iET. 40. 

TO CAPTAIN COCKBURN, II.M. SHIP LA WINERVK. 

[Onler-Book.] 

The Samuel aiul Jane Transport, at Palermo, :]i«l Soptemher,* DO;). 

Yon are hereby required and directed to proceed in Ills 
Majesty’s Ship, under your command, to Gibraltar, and put 
yourself under the command of Hear- Admiral Duckwortli, 
or the senior Officer at that place, following his orders for 
your further proceedings. But should it so happen that you 
are the senior Officer at that place, you will use your endea- 
vours to succour the Garrison, and yield them every assistance 
in your power to procure supplies and keep the Ports on the 
coast of Barbary open, and protect the trade in the Gut from 
the Enemy’s gun-boats. See, 

Nelson. 

TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF UTS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AT 
GIIHIALTAR AND OFF CADIZ. 

• [Letter-Book.] 

^ Palermo, 4th September, 1 < 00. 

The Minerve I consider as such an active Ship, and most 
particularly her Captain, that I must desire that on no account 
3^011 will send her off the limits of the Mediterranean station : 
no one is more equal to watch Cadiz, until an equal force n>ay 
get there, than Captain Cockburn, i am, &c. 

Nelson. 

* On this day, being the anniversary that on which the news of the Battle of 
the Nile reached Naples, a magnificent entorlainment was given at Palermo, in honour 
of Nelson and his companions. , in the name of the young Prince Leopold. 

\01u IV. B 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Origiual, in the Admiriilly.] 

Siiimifl and Jane Transport, Palermo, 4th September, 1700. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to enclose you a letter I have received from Com- 
modore Troiibridgc, respecting Mr.Daniel Butler Dawes, Purser 
of His Majesty’s Ship Culloden, whom I appointed to act as Com- 
missary to the English and Portuguese Marines, landed from the 
Squadron under my command at Naples, for reduction of St. 
Elmo and Capua. As his appointment did not make mention 
of any salary or emoluments, his accounts have been made up 
without his even being reimbursed some necessarj" expenses 
he has been at ; but as no salary can be adequate to his zeal 
and services, and the fatigue he has gone through on this occa- 
sion, and tlie great satisfaction he has given to all, I must beg 
leave to recommend him to the notice of their Lordships, as 
highly deserving promotion. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN HARDY, II. M. SHIP FOUDROYANT. 

Older-Book, j 

riie Samuel niid Jane Transport, Palermo, *lth September, 1799. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed in His 
Majesty’s Ship, under your command, to Cagliari in Sardinia, 
and receive on lioard their Sardinian Majesties and Family, 
with such other persons as he may think proper to take with 
him, and proceed without loss of time to Genoa or Leghorn, 
as His Majesty may think proper, when, having landed them, 
you will return and join me at this place. But sliould His 
Majesty not bo ready to embark when you arrive at Cagliari, 
you will immediately return here, previously informing your- 
self of the probable time he may be ready ; or request him to 
apjloint some period, when a Ship shall be ready to attend him 
a^: near llu* time he may appoint as possible. 


Nelson. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My deSir Lord^ Palermo, September 1th, I /O!). 

The courier by which I wrote my letter fourteen days since, 
is still at Palermo, and the time of his departure so uncertain 
that I am determined to tell you briefly our situation. The 
Turkish and Russian Squadron, now united with Vice-Admiral 
Kartzow, are eleven Sail of the Line, Frigates, &c. The object 
of the Russian Admiral is Malta solely ; as to the idea of 
going to Naples to land troops, in order to go into the Roman 
State, or to prevent anarchy in the Kingdom, those are to him 
secondary operations. It is my intention to have six or seven 
Sail of the Line at Gibraltar, and four at Minorca, but at 
present I cannot send all this force down, as Commodore 
Troubridge is at Naples, which he cannot leave, until the 
Russian Admiral sends Ships to supply the place of these 
Ships. The Russian Admiral makes no secret that his Ships 
cannot keep the sea during the winter, and the Turks we 
know cannot, therefore if the Coast of Naples requires a 
Naval Force during that season. His Sicilian Majesty is likely 
to be in a worse state than before the arrival of this United 
Squadron. The Portuguese Squa<lron must return home, and 
the Alexander, Audacious, and Lion are in a truly wretched 
state ; therefore the Foudro^^ant will be the only Ship of the 
present force, this side Minorca, fit for service. I have just 
heard accounts that the Spaniards have not four Sail of the 
Line at Carthagena — therefore I shall detain the Minotaur, 
and send Troubridge to arrange a proper Naval protection for 
the security of Minorca, which I have never yet considered 
in the smallest danger, but it has been a misfortune that othem 
have thought differently from me on that point." I send you 
a letter from General Acton. It will convey to your Lordship 
an idea of my situation here. It is indeed an uncomfortable 
one ; for plain common sense points out that the King should 
return to Naples, but nothing can move him. Believe me I 
shall do my best in all circumstances, but I am almost blind, 
and truly very unwell ; and, which does not mend matters, 1 
see no King in Europe really assisting these good Monarchs, 
but our gracious Sovereign. I am, &c., Nklson. 

* Viile vol. iii. p. 4.10, 

B 2 



4 


LETTERS. 


- [ 1799 . 


TO CAPTAIN BALL. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Pftlevmo, September rjtli, 1700. 

My dear Ball, 

Mr. AIos is, doubtless, a scoundrel. He had persuaded some 
here that he had an interview with Vaubois,'-^ which I believe 
is a lie; and as to his conduct with the Maltese, it was pro- 
bably to show his consequence. I am sure the good Queen 
never had a thought of any underhand work against us ; there- 
fore I would recommend sending him here with a kick in the 
breech, and let all the matter drop. The Russians are anxious 
to get to Malta, and care for nothing else — therefore I hope 
you will get it before their arrival. The Strombolo carries a 
mortar, and I think from the number of men which can be 
landed from the Squadron, that we shall very soon call it ours. 
There is a great scarcity of corn in this Island — therefore I 
fear the supplies for Malta will be very small. You must not 
expect any trooj)S from Messina. I thank you, my dear Ball, 
for all your goodness to me, and be assured I retain the full 
impression of it. I have letters from Suwarrow,® detailing the 
glorious battle of Novi, in which the French lost 20,000 men, 
by their own account. I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 


TO C0:\Ji\10D0BE TROUBRIDGE, II. M. SHIP CULLODEN. 

[Leilcr-Book.] 

PnWmo, September "jtli, 1709. 

My dear Troubridge, 

I send you the Transfer, that you may employ her till the 
Turks and Russians go to Naples; but the thoughts of the 
latter is only Malta. I agree in all you say of the state of 
Naples, and of the necessity of his Majesty’s return to Naples; 
but I am afraid our preaching is really spending our breath for 
no good purpose. I see the misfortune of our Naval force 
being withdrawn at this moment froimthe Coast of Italy, but 

* riift French Commandant at Valetta. 

® Piinted by Clarke and M‘ArthHr, vol. ii. p. ,010, 
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wliat can I do ? I dare say the account iVoin Cadiz is as 
erroneous as that from Carthagena ; but we bear all this, and 
more. Foley did not join llallowell in time to send in the 
Summons ; for the Peterel joined at the same moment, and 
they properly immediately sailed for this place, and depart for 
Gibraltar this evening. I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 

TO THE MARQUIS DK NIZA. 

[Leltcr-Boolv.] 

My dear Marquis, September nth, luni). 

I send the Stroinbolo, and a large mortar ; and I hope, 
from the number of people you wdll be able to land, tliat La 
Valetta will fall to your efforts. The Russians are very 
anxious to go there — therefore I am doubly interested for 
your success. May God Almighty crown your efforts wuth 
success, is the prayer of your affectionate. 

Nelson. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL DUCKWORTH. 

[■ Letter-Book.] 

My dear Admiral, Palermo, September otli, 1700. 

Should the force sent down to Gibraltar be more than Is 
necessary for guarding Cadiz, you will send me the North- 
umberland, or such other Ship as may be able to keep the 
sea during the winter ; for the Russian Admiral has already 
told me that his Ships cannot. In sliort, for active operations, 
none but English Ships arc of use. Marquis de Niza is oft* 
Miilta, where also the Russian Admiral wishes to go ; for he 
thinks the Port of Malta the most pleasing station. I am, &c. 

Nelson. 


'10 EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Lord, September oth, i7!)n. 

I send you a copy of the Queeh’s letter to Lady Hamilton, 
as a postscript to that of General Acton. The King has 
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prevailed on the Russian Admiral to go to Naples, but the 
more I see, the more I am satisfied they can do no good for 
active operations, and that they will be a dead weight on 
their Sicilian Majesties. The Russian Admiral has a polished 
outside, but the bear is close to the skin. lie is jealous of 
our influonec, and thinks whatever is proposed, that we are at 
the bottom. The Turk, who is by no means a fool — on the 
contrary, has more natural sense than the other — is our brother ; 
and I am sure there is not a thing that we could desire him 
to do that he \vould not instantly comply with. I make use of 
the word ‘ we,’ as both Sir William and Lady Hamilton have 
more merit in gaining the affection and implicit confidence 
of Gadir Bey and his Officers, than I have. The Austrians 
are only ten miles from Rome. Ever, my dear Lord, &c., 

Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN TROUBRIDGK, ILM. SillP CULLODEN. 


[Letter-Book.] 


Most secret. 


Palermo, September Wli, lilMl. 

My dear Troubridge, 

Having secured the free access of the Straits by the force 
detached to Gibraltar, and, from your account and Hood’s, 
being perfectly at my ease about Minorca, you have my full 
permission to either immediately send Louis to Civitti Vecchia, 
witli what Vessels you can give him, Perseus — or to keep 
under sail when you think the Russians and Turks arc ap- 
proaching, and go direct to Civita Vecchia, and try what can 
be done ; and if you can get possession, then to land not 
only your Marines, but such other force as you can sparc^ and 
not to move till further orders from me ; for, as I have before 
said, I am perfectly easy about Minorca* Now you know my 
sentiments, you will act and arrange accordingly; but this 
must be kept secret, or we shall give jealousy to the Russians. 
As for the Turks, we can do anything with them. They are 
good people, but perfectly useless. I^think if you go, you 
had better keep Captain Dunn, although I believe he has 
c lock on board for Duckworth. Do you manage ibis ; for he 
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sails with Secret orders. Your Boatswain’s mate shall have 
an Acting order, and Harriman will, of course, travel with 
you. All here join in regard. I am, &c., 

Njblson. 

TO CAFfAIN T110UI311IDGE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Most secret. 

September tth, 179J?. 

My dear Troubridge, 

The Perseus is this moment arrived. I am not surprised at 
what you tell me about Procida, but never mind it. If the 
Russian frigates will tell you that they are to stay at Naples, 
and you think the Capital will remain quiet, I would have 
you go immediately to Civit^ Vecchia — not telling any person 
where you are going. The Perseus stays to take her anchor 
and a new cable. She shall follow you to Civita Vccchia, if 
she misses you at Naples. I am, &c., 

Nelson. 

TO J. SPENCER SMITH, ESQ. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Palermo, 10th September, IpJU. 

My^dear Sir, 

As Sir William Hamilton has told your Excellency the 
whole of the very unpleasant affair which happened on Sunday 
lasV I shall only say, that no fault attaches itself in the least 
to Cadir Bey ; for a man of more conciliating manners does 
not exist, and he has gained all our hearts in this house, in 
which he is considered as a brother. Poor fellow ! he is full 
of affliction, fearing that his enemies, if it is possible he can 


* Miss Knight says in her Journal —* ** UnfoTiiinately, in tlio town an aftVay 
liappemMl between the Palennitans and some of the Turkish sailors. Some of the 

first, ami many of the latter were killed ; and the Turks were so niiieb irritated with 
the cruelty of the Sicilians, that they rose against their Admiral, and obliged him 
to return with liis Squadron to Corfu.” Lord Nelson went on board of the 'J'ln kish 
Admirals Ship, and .subdued the dist > bailee. The subject is again noticed by J.ord 
Nelson, in pp. 1 1, 17. 
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have any, may do him an injury with the Sultan. That 
nothing of that kind may happen, I beg* your kindness. I 
have examined his Ship with much attention, and could not 
but admire her extreme good order and remarkable cleanli- 
ness. Your exertion of good offices for Cadir Bey, will much 
oblige us all. Since I wrote you a line, about fourteen days 
back, I have not had a Vessel from the westward. Although 
it is now six weeks since Lord Keith passed the Straits, I 
have heard nothing of his movements. If he can but meet the 
Combined licet, I shall be happy. In Italy all goes on well, 
although the Austrian Eagle appears to wish to cover with his 
wings more than I think the other Powers will allow him. 

By desire of Cadir Bey, I have presumed to write a line to 
the Grand Signior, of which I send your Excellency a copy. 
I sincerely hope your brother has returned to Constantinople, 
having finished his hard expedition : if so, you will make my 
kindest regards to him, and believe me, my dear Sir, your 
obliged and huthful servant. 

Nelson.® 

TO ms IMPERIAL IMAJESTY THE GRAND SIGNIOR. 

[Letter-Book. This letter was enclosed to the Capitan Pasha.] 

Palermo, lOth September, 1701). 

Sire, 

I trust that your Imperial Majesty will permit tlie servant 
of your most faithful Ally to bear his testimony to the good 
conduct of your Admiral, Cadir Bey. I can assure your 
Majesty that Ships in higher order cannot be than those under 
his command, and the little disturbance which arose in this 
place has not been owing to any want of attention from your 
Majesty’s Admiral, (^adir Bey is with me every day, and a 
better man docs not live in the world, or a better Officer : he 
is iny brother. And I am, in the truest sense of the words, 
your Majesty’s attached and faithful servant. 

Bronte Nelson. 

% 

* Oil tills P‘ii»cr is written— “ N.B. Received jit Cojistaiitinoidc, on 7th October, 
uiui the needful dcuo to stive tlie Ottoman Admiral harmless. J. S. S*” 
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TO ADMIJIAL OUSCJIAKOFK. 

[Letter-Book.] 

rnlormo, September lltli, 1709. 

Dear Sir, 

As you have been so obliging as to furnish me with the 
disposition of the Squadron under your Exeelleney’s command, 
I here enclose, for your information, the disposition of those 
under mine ; and be assured that I shall always be happy to 
co-operate with you by every means in my power for the 
good of the Common cause. I have the honour, &c. 

Nelson. 


DlSPOSllTON OF THE SQUADRON UNDFR THE COMMAND OF 
REAR-ADMIRAL LORD NELSON— MZ., 


[September lltli, 179!).] 

Off Alexandria and coast of Egypt, under Sir Sidney Smith : 
Lc Tigrc, 80 guns. 

Theseus, 74. 

Cameleon, 18. 


Off Malta, under Rear-Admiral the Marquis dc Niza : 


Principe Real, 92, 
Rainha, 74, 
Affomjo, 70, 
Benjamin, 18, 

El Corso, 16, 


Portuguese. 


Alexander, 74. 
Audacious, 74. 

Lion, 64. 

Success, 32. 

Bonne Citoyenne, 20. 
Strombolo, Bomb, 16. 


At Palermo : 

St. Sebastian, 64. 
Balloon, 16. 
Fulminante Cutter, 4. 


On the coast of Naples, and Roman coast, under Commodore 
Troubridge ; 

Cullodeit, 74. Transfer, 16. 

Minotaur, 74. Perseus Bomb, 20. 

La Mutinc, 18. 
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On the North coast of Italy, and to go down to Gibraltar as 
soon as relieved by a Russian Squadron : 


Northumberland, 74. 

Thalia, 36. 

Peterel, 18. 

To .blockade Cadiz, and protect 
Minorca, &c. : 

Leviathan, 74. 

Majestic, 74. 

Vanguard, 74. 

Powerful, 74. 

Bellerophon, 74. 

Zealous, 74. 

Goliath, 74. 

Swiftsure, 74. 


Seahorse, 38. 

Santa Teresa, 36. 
San Leon, 14. 

the Straits of Gibraltar, 

La Minerve, 40. 

Emerald, 36. 

L’Alceste, 36. 

Mermaid, 32. 

Santa Dorothea, 36. 
Incendiary Fire Ship, 18. 
Salamine, 18. 

St. Vincent Cutter, 16. 


Enemy’s Force as reported. 
At Cadiz — 7 Sail of the Line, 
Carthagena — 4 ditto, 

Toulon — 2 ditto, 

Ancona, 

Alexandria — 2 Ships, late Venetians. 


Besides Frigates, Cor- 
vettes, &c. 


TO REAR-ADxMIKAL DUCKWORTH. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Pnlermo, September l:^tli, 1/91}. 

My dear Admiral, 

I approve very much of your first plan of visiting Gibraltar, 
after looking into Carthagena ; but I wish you had fixed to 
send some of the best Ships immediately back to Minorca, and 
as Goliath and Swiftsure go from hence direct to Gibraltar, 
you will send two Ships of the I^inc, and, if they are to be 
found, some small Ships ; for at present I know not the names 
of the Frigates left by Lord Keith, or how they are disposed 
of. When vvinter gets a little more advanced,, all the present 
Ships off Malta must go down the Mediterranean, and some 
part to England ; therefore, keep no more Ships below Mi- 
norca than you think the service requires ; for I bad plenty of 
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reasons lately to write to the Admiralty, that if a Naval force 
should be wanted for the Coast of Italy, that England must 
find it ; for the Russian Admiral has told me, his Ships cannot 
keep the sea in the winter ; and I see no desire to go to sea in 
the summer. The Turks are returned to Constantinople, 
having had a fray with the Sicilians, in which many lives were 
lost. I have nothing new since my letters by the Bulldog, 
and Incendiary. In case Lord Keith is not in the Mediterra 
nean, I send you an Acting order for Captain Buchanan but 
as I am ignorant of the intention of the Commander-in-Chief, 
respecting the fitting her for sea, and whether any Officers are 
to be appointed to her, I leave the making use of the order to 
your judgment. 

If I am left in the command even for a few months, I 
shall send those French frigates^ which cannot be manned to 
England, and for that purpose fifty good men shall be left 
by those Ships going to England. The Alceste may serve 
for a convoy for Leghorn, or Sardinia for provisions; but 
Junon and Courageux cannot be made useful, at least I am 
told so ; and to keep them lying at Mahon appears to me a 
waste of public money. My mind is fixed that I will not 
keep one Ship in the Mediterranean which is not fit for any 
service. During the winter those half-fit, drain us of all the 
stores, and render us all useless. You have acted on this 
principle in sending the Aurora and Dolphin, and it is my 
particidar desire that you continue it. Therefore, if the Sea- 
horse, whose state requires docking and a thorough re-fit, 
cannot, without robbing us of all our stores, be put in order 
at Gibraltar or Minorca, she must, and sorry I shall be to 
part with her, go to England ; and I beg you will WTitc to the 
Admiralty of my intentions to keep no Ships but what arc 
fit for service in the Mediterranean ; and I am sure the King 
will save by the measure being adopted on stations so near 
England. I am aware of the argument which may be used 


" CapfJiin William Biifliaiiaii, who was postoil iu Oclober 1800, and died iu 
April 1S3S, 

^ La Junon (afterwards called the i kincess Ciiarlotte), L’Alceste, Courageux, and 
two brigs, Tia Salainine and L’Alcrtc, aiferwards called Minorca, which were taken 
off Cape Side, by a detacbment of Lord Kciih’s Squadron, on the 18th of June, 

iroo. 
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against niy plan — viz., our seamen get no good by going to 
England, to which I perfectly agree ; but the Ships left here 
with me are beyond all common refit, nor can they be fur- 
nished with stores, not having any foundation to be kept up ; 
and what would be an ample supply to keep up a Squadron, 
is really nothing in our situation. Lord Keith will, be the 
event what it may, with the combined Fleet, probably be at 
Gibraltar ; but I hope he will make allowances that I am 
acting in the same way as if I knew nothing of his [being 
there.] If Captain Buchanan goes to Port Mahon, it is your 
wish, I understand, to have Captain Dunn ; if so, I will send 
an order, and you will have the goodness to direct the Lieu- 
tenant of the Incendiary to bring her to me, that I may put 
an Acting Commander into her. Wc are longing for news of 
the Fleet — therefore, trust you will not keep us longer in 
suspense than you can help. Make our best regards to 
General O’Hara. I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 

Do you know what was the intention of the Commandcr- 
in-Chief respecting the French prizes at Mahon? for it is my 
wish to follow up his plan. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL DUCKWORTH. 

[From Clarke rtml M‘Artlun*, vol. ii. p. ‘2 IS.] 

[Api^areiilly about I’^lli SnptemlM'r, 170!).] 

1 am venturing certainly out of my line of duty, but as the 
Oommander-in-(]hicf may not even be on the station, I must 
do the best which my judgment points out during his tempo- 
rary absence. If Sir James would have allowed the troops 
from Lisbon to have proceeded to Malta, I would have for- 
feited my life if^ in three days, it had not surrendered. I am 
far from being in good health, and the infamous politics of the 
Austrian Minister Thugut, who ought to be hanged if half what 
is said be true, Jo not serve to give comfort. I am, &c., 

Nelson, 
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TO IITS HIGHNESS THE BASHAW OF TRIPOLI. 


[Aiitograi)li, in the possession of William Upcott/Esq.] 


Palermo, September 13tli, 1790. 


Sir, 

I am told that your Highness thinks that I should have 
shown you greater friendship in sending a Ship of War to pay 
you a compliment, than in the way I have employed them ; 
but your Highness will not think so, when I tell you how the 
British Fleet has been employed. 

You will have heard that a French Fleet ventured itself 
into the Mediterranean, and how the British Fleet has chased 
it into the Ocean, where I hope they will meet ; and if so, I 
venture to assure you that tlie Naval power of France will be 
totally annihilated. You will have heard of the total defeat 
of that vain fool Buonaparte by the English and the brave 
Inhabitants of St. Jean D’Acre : you will have heard of a 
part of my Squadron taking all the French Frigates and 
Corvettes from Egypt : you will have heard of the glorious 
successes of Field- Marshal Suwarrow, and that an English 
Squadron was on the Coast of Tuscany and Genoa to support 
him : you will have heard that I went into the Bay of Naples, 
landed the people from my Fleet, took the Castles of St. Elmo, 
Capua, and Gaeta, and had upwards of 6000 French prisoners 
at my feet, besides rebels ; and that, having placed his 
Neapolitan Majesty again on his throne, a part of my Royal 
Master’s fleet is gone to carry the King of Sardinia and his 
family to his Kingdom. This is the glorious work I have been 
engaged in, and which I should have the greatest pleasure in 
giving your Highness, did you want, the assistance of the Ships 
of your most faithful Ally. 

I am now pressing Malta very hard, and it shall soon sur- 
render. Your Highness will not now think I have either been 
neglectful of your friendship, or been idle. Never, I entreat 
your Highness, think so of your attached and faithful servant. 


Nelson. 
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TO B. MCDONOUGH, ESQ., CONSUL AT TRIPOLI. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Williajn Upcott, Esq.] 

Palermo, September 13tli, 1T99. 

Sir, 

As I send you a copy of my letter to his Highness the 
Bashaw, you will be able to answer all the points which 
appear to have given him discontent. He is right that if he 
had behaved ill, I would have brought the whole Squadron to 
Tripoli; but as His Highness is come to a proper way of 
thinking, I have sent nothing. You will explain it, that I had 
not the smallest cause for complaint. He will see the Ships 
under my orders have not been paying compliments, but 
rendering most important services, to him as well as all the rest 
of the world. Make His Highness understand this, and his 
good sense will approve of my conduct. I have sent every 
paper to England, and in due time he will, I dare say, have an 
answer, as Mr. Lucas tells me of his intention of returning to 
Tripoli. I shall only trouble you with telling Mr. Horneman® 
that his letter for Sir Joseph Banks is gone to England, and 
to say that I am sensible of the care you have taken to main- 
tain a good understanding with his Highness, which I shall not 
fail to mention in my letter to England. I am, Sir, with great 
esteem, your most obedient servant. 

Nelson. 


TO LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR JAIMES ST. CLAIR ERSKINE, BARI'., 
MAHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, September Bitb, 1790. 

My dear Sir James, 

Many thanks for your very kind and flattering letter of 
September 1st. It is true, and I see with pleasure, that you 
do not envy me my good fortune. The field of glory is a 
large one, and was never more open to any one than at this 
moment to you. Rome would thro^ open her gates and 


® Frederick Tloniemaii, author of “ Travels from Cairo to Monrzouk, the capital 
of the Kingdom of Ferrau, in 1797 8.” Loudon, -Ito, 1803. 
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receive you as a deliverer; and the Pope would owe his 
restoration to the Papal Chair to an heretic. This is the first 
great object, as it would not only be the complete deliverance 
of Italy, but restore peace and tranquillity to the torn-to-pieces 
Kingdom of Naples. For such an occasion, a part of the 
garrison of Messina might be taken. The next great object 
is the reduction of Malta, and in any other moment than the 
present, it would bo a most important one. Vaubois only 
wanted a pretence to give up. llis only hope is, that in the 
next month he may escape with the Ships. To return to the 
first object, I can take upon me to say, that our King would 
be much gratified that Britain not Austria should re-instate 
the Pope. You are at perfect liberty to say this from me ; 
for the world sees the ambition of Austria, and her eagle 
wants to extend her wings from the Adriatic to the Mediter- 
ranean. I will not say more, but that I will support you to 
the utmost of my abilities. We are not officially informed, but 
have every reason to believe, that a revolution is on the point 
of breaking out in France for the restoration of Louis XVIII. 
The accounts are also arrived of the Archduke Charles’s 
complete defeat of Massena, who, having lost his arm, is dead.® 
Lucerne, and all Switzerland is now free. The Cutter goes 
on direct for Gibraltar, to get us news of the Fleet: the 
anxiety respecting them half kills me. But ever believe mo, 
my dear Sir James, yours, &c., 

Nelson. 


TO CAFI'AIN DARBY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

^ Palermo, September 13tli, 1701). 

My dear Darby, 

I am sure Duckworth could not have left any one who will take 
better care of Minorca than yourself^ if you have the means; but 
it was not quite my intention to have stripped Minorca so bare 
of Ships. Duckworth has directed you to stop Northumberland, 
and to use her actively. This, Martin will like. Respecting Fri- 

® Tbe Archduke Charles defeated Massena, near Klotteii, on the Oth of June; but 
the account of that battle must have reached Lord Nelson before the middle of Sep- 
tember: the i'ei)ort of Masseiia's wound and death was untrue. 
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gates and smaller Vessels, I am totally ignorant of what Lord 
Keith has left me. If the Seahorse cannot be refitted with- 
out draining us of all our stores, send her to Admiral Duck- 
worth who has my directions, if Gibraltar does not afford the 
means of refitting her, to send her to England. I wish you 
would send me the state of the French frigates, whether 
they are appropriated for any particular service in Mahon, or 
whether they are fitting for a voyage to England? for being 
left completely in the dark, I am obliged to feel my way. I 
trust Sir James will make application to you for assistance to 
bring troops to the Continent, where, at this moment, they 
would render the greatest service. All our news from the 
Continent is good. Archduke Charles has completely defeated 
and killed Massena: a revolution in favour of Louis XVIII. 
has probably, by this time, taken place. Ignorant as I am of 
the Ships left with you, I can only say, take care of Minorca ; 
and if, in any way, I can do you a pleasure — if I am left in 
the command — tell me, and it shall, as soon as possible, be 
complied with, for believe me, my dear Darby, your obliged 
and affectionate friend. 

Nelson. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY REAR-ADMIRAL THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Palermo, September 10th, 1/00. 

My dear Marquis, 

I know not what to say to the state of the Affon90. If, on 
a survey of three good carpenters, it is absolutely necessary 
that she should go to Lisbon, keep her as long tvs it is ])ru- 
dent, and then send her home. Respecting the state of the 
poor inhabitants of Malta, nothing has been wanting on my 
part to give them every relief. I send Ball, who is now regu- 
larly appointed to the command of the Maltese people, a paper 
of the corn sent since this time last year. I wish I could do 
more. If Mr. Vaubois puts his garrison afloat, I have no 
doubt but some of your Ships will catch himJ If such an 
event should happen, push immediately part of your Ships on 
the west side of Sardinia, and part on the east side. The 



LETTERS. 


iET, 40.] 


17 


latter, in my opinion, will be his route, and he will be taken ; 
l)ut no time must be lost in the pursuit. 

I approve very much of your directing guns to be landed 
from the Alexander. I would have emry exertion used, and 
every nerve strained, to finish this tedious blockade. As Mr. 
Lucas, the Consul, must return to Tripoli, I beg you will order 
either the El Corso or Bonne Citoyenne to carry him ; you 
can also write to the Bashaw a compliment. As I think all 
my public answers are finished, I can only most heartily 
wish you a speedy termination of your labours. The Rus- 
sian Squadron is still here, nor can I guess when they sail. 
The Turks have had a quarrel with the Sicilians, and are 
gone towards Constantinople in disgust and mutiny. News 
since you left us is, Archduke Charles defeated Massena, 
completely taken Lucerne, and not a French scoundrel 
in Switzerland ; Massena, having lost his arm, dead^ and 

cl d, of course ; the King of the French expected in 

Switzerland, as probably a revolution in his favour is now 
broke out in France; Russia and Sweden attack Holland; 
England, the Low Countries, under the Duke of York; 
I hope all will succeed, and gain us an honourable peace. 
Forty-four days since, Lord Keith passed the Straits, since 
which I have never heard from him, nor any report of him. 
I fear it is a bad omen, but wc will hope the best, I am, &c., 

' Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN FOOTE. 

[Letter Rook, and Captoiii Foote’s “Vindication,” p. 118.] 

Palemio, September litli, 1700. 

My dear Sir, 

I did not send your Box by the Goliath as I thought it 
probable that some event might bring you to Palermo, and, 
to say the truth, I did not like to trust it in a four-gun Cutter ; 
therefore I fear it must remain in my possession a little 
longer. I can assure you, my dear Sir, that it affords me 
infinite pleasure to convey to you the distinguished mark of 
his Sicilian Majesty’s appro^^ation. The dispatch expresses 
* for most important services, when left with the command in 
the Bay of Naples, when Lord Nelson was obliged to order 
VOL. IV. c 
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Commodore Troubridge to join him, and for taking Castel 
del Marc.” 

I am this day again requested by his Sicilian Majesty to 
interest myself with you, and all others who have any of the 
carronades belonging to his little Yacht, ^ and given his 
Majesty by the King our Master, and His Sicilian Majesty 
attaclies great value to them on that account. I think I spoke 
to you before on this subject, therefore I beg you will have 
the goodness to send them to his Majesty, who will feel very 
much obliged. If money has been paid for them, I will, with 
the greatest pleasure, repay it. If Hallowell or any of my 
friends are in possession of any of them, pray say this for me. 
I hope that what I have wrote to Darby and Duckworth 
will please you ; for believe me with the very greatest esteem, 
your obliged humble servant. 

Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN BALL, IMALTA. 

[Letter -Book.] 

Palermo, September 14tli, 1700. 

My dear Ball, 

As the Deputies will tell you, nothing has been wanting on 
my part to get provisions, and, indeed, every necessary for the 
Maltese ; but, alas, this Country is not like ours ! and until it 
is in hand we never know whether we have succeeded or not. 
As far as relates to myself, I wish to strain every nerve to get 
Malta before the bad weather sets in, therefore land guns 
and use what the Shij)s afford for taking it. The Alexander 
is in a wretched state. Would it not be better to send her to 
Mahon ? not that there is a fathom of rope there, more than 
at this place. If you are fortunate to get La Valetta, she will 
serve for a guard-ship, till the spring. Take care the French 
ships are not plundered, if you arc so fortunate as to get into 
possession. I send you General Acton’s dispatch, naming 
you as Head of the Maltese people — therefore, let who will 
come, you will still hold that post. The Russians are very 
much disposed to pay you a visit. If so, you will, I am sure, 
heartily co-operate with them, but in that case none but his 
Sicilian Majesty’s colours are to fly in the whole Island. All 
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the Ships are to remain without colours, in the care of the 
Governor, and to be disposed of as the Allied Courts shall 
agree, but I hope you and Niza will take them, which will 
save me much trouble. 

16th: Noon. — I have been with General Acton this 
morning, and I hope to get the King to give up to me the two 
Polaccas loaded with corn ; then I shall be sure it will go to 
Malta. I have an order for wood, and Tyson shall have a 
Transport to send for it. He intends buying for other Ships, 
as it will come cheap, I am told. The Turks are returned to 
Constantinople, the Russians gone to Naples, and not a word 
of the two Fleets. Captain Gore' left the Combined fleets 
round Cape St. Vincent’s, arrived on the morning of the 6th 
in London, and has put the whole Kingdom in alarm. Every 
small Vessel is ordered to sea to collect our scattered Ships, 
and prepare Ireland. Sir James St. (flair Erskine will not 
send a soldier at this moment. Duckworth is gone to Gib- 
raltar. God bless you, my dear Ball, and be assured of every 
support, both public and private, from your obliged and 
affectionate 

Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE TROUBRIDGE, II. M. SHIP CULLODExN. 

[Lettev-Book.] 

Palermo, September Ifitli, 1709. 

My dear Troubridge, 

I have now only to say. How are you ? Since I wrote last, 
not the least thing has occurred. Two vessels from Mahon, 
where they know nothing of the two Fleets. It has been ru- 
moured at Barcelona that the Combined fleets are arrived at 
Brest ; but I do not believe they can have any such . . . vant, 
although I fear it will be so, and overturn our secret expe- 
dition to Flanders, under the Duke of York. Duckworth 
sailed the 4th from Mahon, with five Sail of the Line — more 
than I intended to leave that Island, but I have directed two 
to be returned. Northumberland he has left orders with Darby 
to keep, and send to the Coast of Spain. They have more troops 

* Of the Triton : altenvards Vicc-Admii'wl Sir John Gore, K.C.B. 

c2 
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in Minorca than they know what to do with. I wished Sir James 
St. Clair Erskine to let me have 1200 for either the Roman 
State, or for Malta ; but I have not been able to succeed at 
this moment — under pretence that General Fox is hourly 
expected, and it would not be proper to lessen the garrison 
under these circumstances ; and then Sir James enters upon 
the difficulty of the undertaking hi a true soldier way. 1 can 
only say, my dear Troubridge, that I am perfectly easy about 
Minorca, and I see no immediate use of sending more Ships 
off Malta — therefore, you need not hurry, if it is of any im- 
portance, or probability of success attending your labours, by 
remaining at Civita Vecchia. If not, I shall rejoice to sec you 
soon. 

The Court has just got an account of (Captain Gore, and 
you know he carried the news of the Combined fleets sailing, 
and of their being past Cape St. Vincent. As Gore left 
them the 24 th, and arrived in London on the 6th, in the 
morning — although a Frigate moved as fast again as the 
Fleet — yet, as the probability is that Lord Keith was not 
much, if anything, to the westward of Cape St. Vincent, 
wdien Gore arrived in London, there is but little hopes of his 
overtaking them, for they must have had a good wind. In 
England it has created a general consternation. Every small 
Vessel is sent forth to collect our scattered Ships, and to pre- 
pare Ireland for this damned event. God bless you. I am, &e.. 

Nelson. 

Lieutenant Parkinson landed at Yarmouth on the 9lh. 
The Courier spoke to him and Sylvester. 


TO LIEUTENANT-GENEIIAL SIR JAMES ST. CLAIR ERSKTNF, 
MAHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Pulenno, 17t]i September, 1700. 

My dear Sir James, 

The Salannne^ brought me your letter of September 5th, 
attd the original, by a Polacca, came yesterday. I was sorry 
to find that, under your present circumstances, it was not in 

^ by Captain, now Vice-Admiral Sir Tbonins Briggs, G.C.M.O. 
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your power to make such a detachment as I so earnestly re- 
quested, and which I am convinced would have so much 
assisted the King of Naples in restoi-ing peace and quietness 
to his Kingdoms, by first driving the French out of the 
Roman State. Whenever, my dear Sir James, you can 
with propriety send these troops, it will be my business to 
take care they be properly conveyed; and nothing you will 
believe will be wanting on my part to afford them every sup- 
port, either in the attack of Civita Vecchia, in landing them 
in the City of Naples, or in sending them to finish this very 
tedious business of Malta. Certainly some small articles ne- 
cessary for a siege would be desirable to be brought — if on 
the Continent, particularly entrenching tools ; gunpowder, &c., 
we can get from Gaeta. If Malta ma}^ be judged more 
eligible, mortars and shells arc the principal things wanted. 
Guns can be landed from our Ships, but shot of 32 pounds 
and downwards may be wanted. I know if we could get an 
outwork, Vaubois would be forced to give up. 

I was sorry Duckworth took so many Ships from Minorca. 
It was not my intention, as I had sent Ships direct from the 
Coast of Naples for Gibraltar. I am sure you will agree with 
me in the necessity of keeping the door of the Mediterranean 
open. Northumberland will be with you and some Frigates, 
and I have desired Duckworth to send up two Sail of the Line 
to Mahon, which shall ahvays be an object of my attention. 

A Neapolitan courier is just arrived — left London the Gth, 
on which day arrived Captain Gore of the Triton, who left 
the Combined fleet, on the 24th July, to the northward of 
Cape St. Vincent. The news has created much surprise. I 
have now my fears that this Fleet 'will safety enter Brest. 

, Pardon what I am going to repeat, that either in Malta or 
on the Continent, a field of glory is open ; and I can take upon 
myself to say, that every support of His Sicilian Majesty will 
be a most acceptable service to our good King. I need not 
say how anxious 1 am to support the good Cause, and to get 
an honourable peace, but which can only be hoped for by 
activity and vigour of all the Allies. Ever believe me, my 
dear Sir James, &c., Nelson. 

P.S.— Ilis Sicilian Majesty has 2000 men raised, regular 
troops, at Veletri, and about 6000 Calabrese, and troops eji 
masse, 

THfe MISSION 

IMSTIlUTe UF CUUTURE 
LIBRARY 
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TO CAPTAIN DARBY, II.M. SHIP BELLEROPHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Ftilenno, 18th September, 1799. 

My dear Darby, 

I return the Salamine to you, with my answer to Sir James 
St. Clair, and I am sure you will make every arrangement in 
your power should Sir James St. Clair wish to embark any 
troops. I am ignorant of what Transports arc at Mahon, but 
the Princess Charlotte, if a hundred men from four different 
Ships could be lent to her, would carry a great number of troops. 
Troubridge and Louis are off Civita Vecchia, and I hope to 
force that garrison to evacuate that place. They are trembling 
for fear of an exasperated populace. Totally ignorant as I 
am of the Frigates and Sloops left me by Lord Keith, I cannot 
fix what shall be in my power to give to Minorca. But take 
care of it I will, but not a Ship more than is necessary. The 
object is to prevent troops passing from the Continent to the 
Island. I send you a line for Admiral Duckworth, which 3^ou 
will send when opportunity offers. Captain Gore arrived in 
London on August 6 th, and all arc surprised at his news. Small 
craft are sent everywhere to call in our detached Ships, but I 
fear the Combined fleet will reach its destination safely. 

I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 

TO THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, IBtb September, 17011. 

My dear Marquis, 

Should the Affon^o be found in so bad a condition as to 
make it necessary to send her down the Mediterranean, I must 
request of you to order the Marines, or Soldiers, landed from 
her, to the number of a hundred, to be left behind on shore, to 
strengthen the force there. With my best wishes for a speedy 
reduction of the place, I am, my dear Marq^iis, &c.. 

Nelson. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autogrepli, in the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, September 20tb, 1799. 

Sir, 

I am honoured with your letter^ of August 20th, conveying 
to me their Lordships’ approbation of my conduct in having 
gone into the Bay of Naples, for the purpose of endeavouring 
to bring His Sicilian Majesty’s affairs in that City to a happy 
conclusion, and of my having landed a large body of men to 
reduce the Castle of St. Elmo. I have also received their 
Lordships’ disapprobation of my conduct in having sent a 
part of the crews of the Squadron against Capua, and their 
direction not to employ them in like manner in future. And 
I also observe, and with great pain, that their Lordships see 
no cause which could justify my disobeying the orders of my 
Commanding Officer, Lord Keith, or for leaving Minorca 
exposed to the risk of being attacked. 

I have to request that you will have the goodness to assure 
their Lordships that I knew when I decided on those im- 
portant points, that perhaps my life, certainly my commission, 
was at stake by my decision ; but, being firmly of opinion that 
the honour of my King and Country, the dearest object of my 
heart [were involved], and that to have deserted the cause and 
person of His Majesty’s faithful Ally, His Sicilian Majesty, 
would have been unworthy my name and their Lordships’ 
former opinion of me, I determined at all risks to support the 
honour of my gracious Sovereign and Country, and not to 
shelter myself under the letter of the law, which I shall never 
do when put in competition with the Public Service. 

I only wish to appeal to His Sicilian Majesty, Sir John 
Acton, Bart., and His Excellency Sir William Hamilton, 
whether they are not clearly of opinion, that if I had drawn 
any part of the force landed from the Squadron from the 
shore, that Capua and Gaeta would at this moment have been 
in the hands of the French ; and who can say what evil con- 
sequences might not have ensued from it ? 


® Vide vol. iii. p. 410. 
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I beg to thank their Lordships for the promotion of Lieu- 
tenant Parkinson to the rank of Commander ; and am with 
great truth, your most obedient servant, 

Nelson.^ 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Origimil, in the Admiralty.] 

Samuel and Jane Transport, Palemio, JiOtli September, 17 DO. 

Sir, 

The enclosed is the Medal intended by His Majesty to 
have been presented to Captain Ralph Willct Miller, to coni- 
meinorate the Battle of the Nile. As that Officer has been 
unfortunately killed by the bursting of some shells on board 
the Theseus, I now return it to be disposed of as His Majesty 
or their Lordships may think proper. 1 have the honour, &c. 

Nelson. 


* About this time Lord Nelson received the following letter from His Koval Iligln 
ue^s the Duke of Clarence : — 


“ Bushy House, August itli, 17DD. 


‘‘ Dear Nelson, 

“It is a long time since I wrote last, ami, besides, 1 OAve you two letters, in 
an.swer to yours of April and May. I Avas earnestly engaged in Ihuliament upon 
the Slave Trade for Several Aveeks, wlien 1 receiAcd your first ; and Davi.soii 
assuring me you avus .shortly to return home, I did not tliuik of acknowledging the 
second ; hoAvever, as maritime nflaira have taken so strange a turn iji the Mediter- 
ranean, 1 tliiiik tliis letter Auust reach you. 

“ Your first letter, I perceived, wa.s wrote in ill spirits ; hoAVOver, thank Clod, the 
Arcli-Dukc and SuAvaiTOAV have brightened up our prospects, and by this time, Italy 
is delivered from French freedom. Had the same good fortune attended our Fleets, 
as has tlie Austrian and Russian Arms, 1 belicAC the Avar w^ould have been over. 
1 trust it is only protracted, and that aiiothtu’ Naval victory Avill seal the fate of 
France, I lament on eYei 7 account tlie illness of Karl St. Vincent, and particu- 
larly in the present moment; for 1 believe tbe enemy’s Combined Fleet w'ould not 
have escaped from his Lordship’s vigilance and abilities. 

“ Your friend Buonaparte and his Army are no more. I am in great hopes that 
tlie formidable expedition from this country, together Avith the Russians and 
Swedes, Avill recover Holland and the Netlierlands, and drive the French into their 
own country. Sure France cannot Avithstand all these attacks and misfortunes, and 
traiicpiillity must at length be restored to Kiirope. Adieu for the present; Avritc as 
circumatauces arise, and ever believe me, yours sincerely, -^William.” 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autogi'apb, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir, Palermo, September 21st, l'<00. 

I have deceived their Lordships’ secret orders, of the 11th 
July, respecting the re-cstablishment of the Order of Malta, 
should we be so happy as to force it to surrender. I am glad 
I can assure their Lordships that Captain Ball who is named 
by His Sicilian Majesty (who is the undoubted Sovereign of 
that Island) at my request, and by the unanimous desire of 
the Maltese people, Chief of the Island of Malta, has had since 
last March my secret orders and instructions for a cordial co- 
operation with the Russians, should they arrive. The better 
sort of people of Malta know that the Emperor of Russia is 
named Grand-Master, yet the lower order have not an idea 
that the Island is to be under the Order again, or bad conse- 
quences might be expected, from the dread of, as they say, 
their former oppressors: the better sort hope, from the 
character of the Emperor Paul, to have their condition melio- 
rated. I am, Sir, &c., 

Nelson. 


DISPOSITION OF THE SQUADRON UNDER THE COMMAND OF 
LORD NELSON, THE 21ST SEPTEMBEU, 1799. 


[Original in the Admiralty.] 

On the Coast of Egypt, bad state. 


Lc Tigre, 74, 

Theseus, 74, 

Cameleon, 18, 

Alexander, 74, very bad state, 
.^udacious, 74, bad state, 

Lion, 64, very bad state. 

Success, 32, 

La Bonne Citoyenne, 20, bad state 
El Corso, 16, 

Strombolo bomb, 10, bad state, 
Culloden, 74, \ 


1 


I Blockading Malta. 


Minotaur, 74, 
Mutine, 18, 
Transfer, 14, 
Perseus bomb, 20, 


Off Civita Vecchia, and if they do not suc- 
ceed, to return to Palermo. 
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Bellerophon, 74, bad state, 

Northumberland, 74, 

Seahorse, 38, to heave down, or go to 
Princess Charlotte, 36, not manned, 

Peterel, 16, 

San Leon, 14, bad state, 

' Not to be considered in force as a Frigate : 
Alceste, 36,* gone with Convoy from hence to Mahon; 
half-manned. 

Santa Dorotea, 34 — not known, very bad. 

Santa Teresa, 34 — cruizing oif Genoa, to return to Mahon. 
Courageux, 20 — not manned, at Mahon. 

Leviathan, 74, 

Powerful, 74, 

Zealous, 74, must go to England, 

Majestic, 74, do. do. 

Vanguard, 74, 

Goliath, 74, do. do. 

Swiftsure, 74, At Gibraltar and off 

La Minerve, 40, Cadiz. 

Emerald, 38, not known, 

Thalia, 36, represented as very bad, 

Mermaid, 32, 

Bulldog, 14, represented as very bad, 

Earl St. Vincent Cutter, 

Fulminantc do. 

(Gone to Sardinia to convey His Sardinian 
Foudroyant, 84, -j Majesty and Family to Leghorn, or some 

part of the Continent. 

Alliance, half-manned — at Palermo, to proceed to England. 


at Mahon, 


Principe Real, 92, 
Affon^o, 74, 
Rainha, 74, 

St. Sebastian, 64, 
Benjamin, 18, 


Portuguese Squadron : 


Off Malta, blockading that Island — all 
very bad state. 


Balloon, 14 — gone to join Commodore TrdUbridge. 
Any other Ships on the Station not known. 


Nelson. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 
[Original, in tlie Admiralty.] 


Palermo, September 21st, 1799. 

Sir, 

I was yesterday honoured with your letter of August 20th, 
covering to me their Lordships’ directions to the particular 
services it would be my duty to attend to ; and I beg you will 
assure their Lordships that I shall pay the strictest attention 
to all the directions pointed out, and shall endeavour to deserve 
the good opinion their Lordships are pleased to have of my 
zeal and exertions. Many of the Ships of the Line on this 
station, having been several years from England, are in that 
state that it is absolutely necessary they should return to 
England before the winter ; therefore I shall endeavour to get 
those Ships to Gibraltar and off Cadiz, that they may go home 
the moment Ships arrive to relieve them ; the worst are those 
mentioned in the within list. 

Their Lordships will not, I hope, depend on anything at 
sea from the Russians, as the Admiral has notified to me that 
his Ships cannot keep the sea during the winter. It is there- 
fore naturally my wish not to have a Ship but what is fit to 
keep at sea the whole winter, the number and force must be 
left to their Lordships’ judgment. I can only promise that 
not one shall be idle. I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 


P.S. — I herewith enclose the Disposition of the Squadron 
under my command : — 

Zealous, 

Goliath, 

' / Now at Gibraltar, 

bea-llorse, | 

Thalia, 

Bulldog, 

San Leon, at Mahon. 

Alexander, 

Lion, 

Audacious, 

Bonne Citoyeiine 
And the Portuguese Squadron are in a wretched condition* 


\ 

. Off Malta. 

j 
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[Added, in Lord Nelson’s own lumd.] 

Santa Dorothea, fs in the Mediterranean, but I have no 
list of what Ships are left on the station. Theseus very bad. 

Nelson. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, Sciitember, 1700. 

Sir, 

I herewith enclose you the copy of a letter from Sir John 
Acton to Sir William Hamilton, His Majesty’s Minister at 
this Court, and have to acquaint their Lordships that His 
Sicilian Majesty has been graciously pleased to bestow on each 
of the Captains mentioned in the enclosed schedule, serving 
under my command, a very valuable Gold Box, set round 
with diamonds. In the centre of that given (Commodore 
Troubridge was His Majesty’s portrait, and to him he gave 
also an elegant diamond ring. 

In the centre of the others was His Majesty’s cipher of 
F.R., neatly set in diamonds, and he has been pleased to par- 
ticularize the services for which they %verc given ; and to Cap- 
tain George Hope he has presented a diamond ring for embark- 
ing His Majesty and the Prince Royal in his barge on the night 
of the evacuation of Naples, in December last. His Majesty 
has also presented Captain T. M. Hardy, my Captain in the 
Foudroyant, with an elegant Box, set round with a double 
row of diamonds, and his portrait in the centre, and an elegant 
diamond ring ; and to Mr. Tyson, my Secretary, he has also 
presented a diamond ring of great value. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, &c.. 

Nelson. 


TO ADMIRAL OUSCHAKOFF, 

[Letter Book.] 

^ Palermo, ijijth September, 1700. 

Dear Sir, 

By my letters from England of August the 20lli, I find 
tliat the Combined Elects entered the Port of Brest on the 
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13th of that months and the British Fleet arrived off that 
harbour the same day. Being now, from these circum- 
stances, left with the temporary command of the British Fleet 
in the Mediterranean, I am more at liberty to act from myself; 
therefore I again take the opportunity of assuring your Ex- 
cellency that it is iny wish and desire that we should co- 
operate and join most cordially together for the benefit of 
the common Cause, and, as is my duty, I shall be as open to 
you as our two Sovereigns are to each other. I shall rejoice 
most cordially when we can go against Malta ; for I am satis- 
fied it is not to be taken without moi:e force against it. When 
the Cullodcn and Minotaur return, I shall go to Minorca for 
a few days, to look at its Naval protection, and to endeavour 
to induce the Commanding General to lend us a few troops, 
mortars, stores, &c., against Malta, or Civita Vecchia. I beg 
my sincere regards to the Chevalier Italinsky, and that you 
will believe me ever your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

PiUermo, September QOth, 1709. 

My dear Lord, 

As the Courier is not yet gone, I have the opportunity of 
sending you the translation of a letter I received yesterday 
from Cardinal Albani.® Although I dare say his Eminence 
has sent similar letters to England, yet I feel it right for me 
to send it to your Lordship. The immeasurable ambition of 
Austria is seen by the lowest, as well as the highest under- 
standing. 

Our dear Queen is most exceedingly angry with Gallo, for 
his folly at Petersburg. Her language has ever been the 
same as before the first jvar of Austria. She has a wise head 
and a great soul. I have also certain information from Toulon, 
of the 16th September, that five Vessels are loading salt 

• The original letter, dated Venice, ^?0 j1i August, 1709, is in the Nelson Papers. 
Cardinal Albanl requested Lord Nelson to induce the King of England, and the 
other Sovereigns of Europe, especially the Emperor Francis, to obtain the release 
of Pope Pius the Sixth, and to restore him to his Dominions. 
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provisions for Malta ; also that the two old Venetian ships were 
loading stores for the above destination. One Frigate and two 
Corvettes are also ready for sea. A Ship of the Line which I 
suppose to be the Genereux, is heaving down, and another old 
Ship is repairing. I shall keep an eye to that quarter — ^not 
by blocking Toulon ; for, the first N. W. wind, they would 
get out in spite of us. I shall place Ships in the track from 
Toulon to Ajaccio, for on that coast I think they will go, and 
also off the Island of Lampedosa, stretching to Cape Bon, in 
Africa. I may be wrong, but I feel confident I am right ; for 
if I cannot get troops, starving is our only hopes ; but I hope 
General Fox® will help me. I have not yet heard whether we 
have been able to get hold of Civit^ Vecchia. I know I am 
a bad hand at describing my operations ; — I only beg your 
indulgence, that my works may speak for themselves. With 
every sentiment of regard, believe me, my dear Lord, 

Your obliged 

Nelson. 


I thank you for your intention about the St. Joseph. I wish 
Troubridge to have the Foudroyant, the finest two-decker 


in the world. 



TO JOHN UDNEY, ESQ., CONSUL, LEGHORN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, “2fitb September, 1790. 

Sir, 

I have to request you will give information to the British 
merchants at Leghorn, and all others concerned in Ships at 
that place, that such of His Majesty’s Ships as may touch at 
Leghorn, in future, will be directed to take under their pro- 
tection all Trade bound down the Mediterranean, and will 
convoy them to Minorca, which will hereafter be the general 
rendezvous for all Convoys. I am, &c., 

Nelson. 

“ Major General, the Ilononralile Henry Edwartl Fox, fonrtli son of Henry first 
Lord Holland, who liatl been appointed Ooiuinander of tli^ Forces in Minorcai and 
in tlie MediteiTanetiii : he died a full General in 1811, 
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TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE ISLAND OP MALTA. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Palermo, 27th September, 1790. 

My dear Ball, 

I sent your letter with all the arguments I could use for 
provisions, which I hope to get ; as to any more money, I be- 
lieve it will be impossible to get a farthing. General Acton 
tells me that he will endeavour to send to me two or three 
ship-loads of corn, and with them a person to go to Malta, to 
receive cotton in payment. I am using every effort to get 
troops from Minorca to assist you, and I also hope, now some 
Russian troops are expected at Naples, that the Fleet will 
come to your assistance. I need not urge the most sincere 
and cordial co-operation with the Russian Admiral, which 
also my late instructions from the Admiralty enjoin in the 
most positive manner. The Rear-Admiral tells me he thinks 
he can land 2000 men, and he has ladders, &c. No language 
is to be held that any of the three Powers mean to keep it ; 
when taken the three Courts are to arrange what is to be done. 
I have here two 13-inch mortars, and 12,000 shells, carcases, 
&c., if you, with your present force, want any. I wish you 
may be able to hold your intended new post, but I have my 
doubts ; you will see that the letter from Tunis, which I know 
to be true, accounts for Vaubois’ determined resistance. If 
Niza can send any Ships to Lampedosa, I have no doubt but 
he will get hold of them, for probably the five ready will not 
sail at the same time. We are all very unwell ; the air of Pa- 
lermo is very bad ; Sir Thomas Troubiidge, Baronet, gone 
to try if the French can be talked out of Civita Vecchia, but 
I expect him and the Minotaur, and Foudroyant, every mo- 
ment. Inglefield writes me, he is sending tlie Chichester with 
some stores for Minorca — a part shall directly go to Malta for 
your disposition. May God bless your endeavours with a 
speedy success is the fervent wish of your obliged and affec- 
tionate friend. 


Nelson, 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS DE NIZAt 
[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, September 27th, 1799. 

My clear Marquis, 

Your meeting with Vaubois has this good effect — that we 
must take Malta, if we mean to have it ; therefore, all our 
exertions must be used. I have applied earnestly to Minorca 
for some troops, and I hope also, that the Russian Admiral 
will soon be able to leave Naples and to join you off Malta, 
when, he tells me, he can land 2000 men. You will, I am 
sure, co-operate with the Russian Admiral in the most cordial 
and friendly manner, and give directions to all under your 
orders to do the same. I have got two 13-inch mortars and 
1200 shells, if any more are wanted, with carcases, &c., but 
the Maltese do not like to have the Town destroyed. That 
would not be minded, if wc had a regular force. I send you 
an extract of a letter from Tunis. I know it to be true from 
other quarters, therefore I think if you can, to have some 
Vessels off Lampedosa, and a look-out kept on the top of it. 
I shall send also to Minorca for our Ships to keep a look-out 
towards Sardinia. It is these succours which make Vaubois 
so determined to hold out, therefore our intercepting them 
is of the very greatest consequence. 

I am truly sorry to see all our Ships in such a bad state, 
but I yet hope we shall have it before the winter. I have sent 
bread and wood by a Transport. Duckworth arrived at 
Gibraltar the 13th. In England not a word is said against 
Lord Keith : all minds are taken up with the secret expedi- 
tion — therefore, I think it very probable, wc may sec the 
French Fleet once more in the Mediterranean : therefore, be 
on your guard by a good look-out. We arc all ill and uncom- 
fortable, but ever regard you and believe me, my dear 
Marquis, &c.. 


Nelson. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Palermo, 2Htli September, 17t)0. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 11th June, and observe 
with great surprise the premature complaint laid before their 
Lordships by a Messrs. Patterson, Lie, and Iselim, previous 
to their knowing whether any injustice had been done them, 
respecting the 400 pigs of lead landed at Palermo by my 
order from on board the Oporto, Plofield, Master, which His 
Sicilian Majesty was in absolute want of for the War ; and 
consequently, I desired Mr. James Tough,^ Ills Majesty’s 
Consul here, to value the lead at the price it would fetch at 
Leghorn, the place of its destination. 

This was strictly attended to, and I am informed that the 
produce has been remitted long since to Messrs. James Sutton 
and Company, of London, to be distributed to the just pro- 
prietors, who at the period of landing the lead were not 
known, by the bills of lading appearing to order, 

Mr. Tough assures me that the nett produce deducting 
freight, average, aggio, and charges, which Patterson has en- 
tirely forgot in demanding the sum of 1663/. 11^. sterling, 
will be about 1350/. sterling, which exceeds what it would 
have rendered at Leghorn at the price of 70 ducats, exchange 
48, the above charges deducted, and gives a very consider- 
able profit to Patterson and Co. ; and I beg you will assure 
their Lordships that I took care, in the present indispensable 
case, that every justice was done to all parlies. I have the 
honour to be, with great respect, &c.. 

Nelson.® 

’ Vide vol. iii. p. ‘2t)5. 

* Oil the following day, the ‘dOth of September, Lord Nelson com])leted his 
fortieth year, on which occasion the {^‘iiecn of Naples wrote to congratulate him; — 

“ Palerine, le *>i!) Septembro, 170!). 

“ Mon digue et estimable Lord Nelson, rocevez mes veeux bieiis sinceres, pour 
votre jour de naissance, dans cetie annec, qui yous venez de terminer. Conibien 
d’imioiiibrables motifs de ivconnoissaiice n'avoiis nous point pour vous etre attaches 
et cternellement devours ! Non.s vo» c devons tout, et croyez que le souvenir en est 
ineffa^ablement grave dans nos ccenrs, err je iie suis quo I’interprete des .sentiinens 
du Hoi, et de toute ma chore Famille, qiii i.iiis avec moi vous assurent de lenr 
eternello roconnoissance, et des vwux qu'ils font au Ciel, pour voire parfait boiiheur 

VOL. IV. D 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 


[Auto^mplj in tha Admirnlty, anil published in the “London Gazette” of Novem- 
ber 10th, 


Palermo, 1st October, 1799. 

Sir, 

I have desired Commodore Troubridge to send you for the 
information of their Lordships extracts of all his letters to 
me with the terms entered into with the French for the 
evacuation of the City of Rome and Civita Vecchia,® on which 
event I sincerely congratulate their Lordships, and am, Sir, 
with great respect, &c., 

Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Lptter-Book. 1 

October 1st, 1709. 

My dear Troubridge, 

Most affectionately do I rejoice in the honour the King has 
conferred upon you and you may depend that if the Marines 
can be got at, they will be at your service. General Acton 
sent me a letter this morning detailing what you have done at 
Civita Vecchia, but as no dates are stated I can only hope 
that you have done the job. If it is necessary to leave a few 
of your and Louis’s Marines, do it, and one or two of the 
Small craft, for the protection of the trade. I want certainly 
all the Line of Battle Ships, and such of the Small craft, as are 
not absolutely wanted there. My intention is, to go almost 
directly to Minorca, and arrange a proper Naval defence for 
that Island, and to try to get troops to finish the business of 


et loijgiie coiiscrvnlion. Recevoz iloiic Ics .soubiiils tl’iniP faiaille, d'niie Jiation 
entiere, qui KOiit toiite J’obligatioii qu’clle vous doit, et croyez luoi potir la vie, avec la 
plus profondfi eKtime et veritable recoiiiioissancc, votre attacliee et nllectioiioe, 
Chatilottk.” — AuUujruphf in the Nelson Papers. 

^ Captain 'rroubridge’s official Letter, Terms of Capitulation, &c., were piiblisbed 
in the l.oinlon Oazette of the 10th of November, I7S19. On the same day. Lord 
Nelsion wrote to l ;arl Spencer, to precisely the same effect, adding, “ I sincerely con- 
gratulate your l.ordsl.ipon tliis e%enl, so honourable to our Count rvc for the French 
treat with no Country but Britain. ’ — Letter-Book. 

* A Baroin toy. 
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Malta, which the French intend to relieve. Five polacres 
and the two Venetian Ships are loading provisions and stores: 
therefore, I want to fix our Ships on the spot most likely to 
intercept them : at Lampedosa, and (^ape Bon, and in the 
track from Toulon to Ajaccio. These are my ideas ; for as to 
blocking Toulon for so few Ships, they would escape, the 
first north-west wind, if the whole Fleet was there. I need 
only say to you these are my objects, for you to support me, 
which it is my pleasure always to acknowledge. 

I send you an order respecting the re-establishing the 
Sovereign Pontiff, as far as my power extends. Great Britain 
only (I hope) wishes to see all things as they were before the 
war. I send you a little bread. To say the truth I have been 
expecting you so long that it has been deferred from time to 
time. If the place has not fallen and you think it useful to keep 
the blockade, I leave it to you. Captain Mundy“ is this moment 
arrived. I am confident, my dear friend, that you have acted 
in the best manner for all parties. I have only to repeat that 
you have my ideas of what is necessary to be done, and you 
will come as soon as you can ; for our business is never done. 
I have sent to General Acton, as the Pope is dead, whether 
the Pope’s colours ought to be hoisted. At this moment 
therefore be guided by Acton’s order ; but always hold out 
that our Country has no object but the good of all Europe. I 
desire you will say to Mr. Nepean, that in obedience to orders 
from me, that you send extracts of your letter to me, and the 
Capitulations, &c. ; for I am the temporary Commander- 
in-Chief in the Mediterranean. May God bless you, and 
remember me to Louis and all with j’^ou. Believe me, your 
affectionate, 

. Nelson. 

How happy you have made us ! my pen will not say what 
I feel. 


* Of tlie Transfer, now Vice-Admiral Sir George Mimdy, K.C.B. 
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TO Ills EXCELLEXCY THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM F. WYNDIIAM. 

[Aiito^’apli, in the possession of tlie Honourable Mrs. Wyndham.] 

Palermo, October 1st, 1701), 

Sir, 

Although Ills Majesty’s Ships are in duty bound to protect 
tlie trade of His Allies when bound the course of the re- 
spective Ships, I am afraid it will be impossible for our 
country to keep Convoys for all the trade of Tuscany, but my 
endeavours shall not be wanting to afford them all the pro- 
tection consistent with the utmost stretch of my duty, and 
therefore it was needless for your Excellency to lay such a 
stress to remind me of what, I dare say, you thought the duty 
of a British Admiral. I am not accustomed to be wanting in 
the service of our King, of which, I trust, you will bear wit- 
ness.^ I am, with great respect, your Excellency’s most obe- 
dient servant, 

Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRTDGE, BART. 


Secret. 


[Letter-Book.] 


Palermo, October 1st, 1700. 

My dear Troubridge, 

Mr. Parker^ is just gone home by desire of the King of 
Sardinia — therefore it is matter for consideration whether 
Lord Spencer would take it well, sending one on every occa- 
sion ; but if you think it will answer a good purpose, send your 
First Lieutenant, and write Lord Spencer and Mr. Nepean, 
that it is my directions, as a mark of entire approbation of 


® The letter .if Mr. Wyiullmm's here alluded to, has not been found, nor does the 
T.etter-Book eoiitaiii a copy of any i^art of it. 

* liientejiant William Parker, now Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B., 
who i« ni MUioned iji the IV face to the .second Volume. Lady Nelson writing to her 
hn .band fnn-j Pioundwood, on the ‘ilst of October HhO, said — 

“ laeutenanl Parker called last night at ten o’clock^ just to tell me you were well 
on the Hth of Sepij'inher. Thank Ood for it; and may you enjoy health, and every' 
other blessing this world affords. This young man’s extreme gratitiule and modesty 
w ill HHNor be olditerated from your good father’s and my memory. He stayed a very 
h'w niimite'!, as the express from Vienna was in the chaise at iJie door.” 
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your conduct. If Mr. Schomberg^ is the Officer of your 
choice, send him. I have got the King’s order for hoisting 
the Pope’s colours, but since hearing of the Pope’s death, I 
have sent for a confirmation. God bless you. I send you an 
extract of Mr. Wyndham’s unhandsome mode of expressing 
himself towards me. Appoint a Vessel for that service — 
either Mutine or Transfer ; the Cutter shall come to you to- 
morrow. Ever faithfully, 

Nelson. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY SlJt JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, October ‘2iul, 1701). 

My dear Sir, 

The Portuguese brig shall be ready, or some other, by one 
o’clock, to carry General Naselli to Civita Vccchia. I send 
your Excellency a letter from I.iisbon, by which you will see 
that the Portuguese Squadron is ordered to return. This 
under our present circumstances is a very serious thing, as 
the 500 Marines landed from them will be re-embarked ; and 
I am sorry to tell you tliat I have the most positive informa- 
tion from Toulon of 15th September, that two Venetian Ships 
of the Line and five other Vessels are loaded with provisions 
and stores for Malta, of which I have given notice to the 
Marquis de Niza, that Ships might be stationed at proper 
places to intercept them, which will, 1 fear, be frustrated, if I 
cannot, not only get a Squadron, but troops, to land in 
Malta. I therefore beg leave to propose to your Excellency, 
whether under our present circumstances, it would not be 
right for his Sicilian Majesty to desire that the English 
garrison at Messina should instantly go to Malta, and also 
that Admiral Ouschakoff should be instantly wrote to, desiring 
he would send a part of his Scpiadron and troops to Malta, for 
I am clear, that if Malta is relieved, that our forces got together 
could not take it, and the commencement of a new blockade 

* Lieuteiuuit Charles Miusli Schonibevg, J .ieiUeniiiit of the Minotaur, from whom, 
and from her Captain, Jionis, Hir Tln-j. las 'rroubriilge said, in his dispatches an 
nouuciiig the Hurreinler of Homo, “ lie had received the greatest assistance." Mr. 
Scliombcrg wjis soon after made a Commander, and ohtuiiie<l the rank of Post-C'aptain 
ill 180*'). Jlc died in January lH;tr>, being then a Coinpanioii of the Bath, and ti 
Kniglit Commamler of the Ordei of .he Guelplis. 
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[would be] useless ; and this would not be the worst con- 
sequence, for all the Barbary cruizers would there have their 
rendezvous, and not a Vessel of his Sicilian Majesty’s could 
put to sea, and Great Britain and Russia not being at war 
with those Powers, the case .would be dreadful, and ruinous to 
the subjects of his Sicilian Majesty. I have stated the situa- 
tion under mature reflection, and have only to request it may 
be taken into immediate consideration. 

Ever your Excellency’s obedient Servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO COMiMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[LcUer-Book.] 

Paleijno, October 2iid; 1TU9. 

My dear Troubridge, 

I send you General Naselli, your old Leghorn friend, who 
is going Governor to Rome. The Court has nobody better — 
you may think they can have nobody worse. The Portuguese 
Squadron, by letter received this day, are ordered to Lisbon. 
I am more than ever anxious for your arrival, that, at least, 
we may lay wait for the Ships from Toulon. I have wrote 
again and again to Mahon for troops, but without effect. I 
have this day given my opinion in writing, that his Sicilian 
Majesty should desire the garrison of Messina to go to Malta, 
and also to Admiral Ouschakoff to be wrote to, for Ships and 
troops from Naples. Nothing shall be wanting on my part, 
but I am almost mad with the manner of going on here. 
Captain Bayley ® will tell you the Minorca news, and I have 
only to say how happy I shall be to see you ; for believe me 
ever your affectionate friend, 

Nelson. 

As there is no Pope, it should be only tlic Cross Keys 
without the Tiara. General Acton says it is of no consequence 
whether the Tiara is in the Colours or no. His Sicilian 
Majesty ^)nly wishes to show the worlds that his views are dis- 
interested. Zealous, Majestic, and Seahorse, arc sailed for 
England. 

Vi.i)aicutly Captain TliomuH Bayley, who was made a Tost-Captain on the 15th 
of ibOO, and died between 1816 and 18*40. 
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TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AT 

MAHON. 

[I^etter-Book.] 

Sir, Palermo, ^nd October, 1799. 

As Captain Bayley, of His Majesty’s Ship L’Alceste, has 
been constantly employed in the conducting of Convoys up 
and down the Mediterranean to Mahon since he has been in 
the command of that Ship, I request that he may be allowed 
to put my orders of this date in execution, on his arrival with 
the Convoy from Messina at Mahon, relating to his cruizing 
on the Coast of Spain, for three weeks, if His Majesty’s ser- 
vice will admit thereof. I am, &c., 

Nelson. 

TO THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Marquis, Palermo, ;3rd October, 1799. 

I have received a letter from Don Roderigo de Souza, say- 
ing, that as the Squadron under your orders were not now 
necessary in the Mediterranean, his Royal Highness had 
directed their return. Upon this belief your orders are 
founded ; but as the contrary is the fact — for your services 
were never more wanted than at this moment, when every 
exertion is wanting to get more troops of English and Rus- 
sians to Malta — I must, therefore, most positively desire that 
your Excellency will not on any consideration withdraw one 
man from the shore, or detach any Ship down the Mediter- 
ranean. On the contrary, keep this fine Brig, and I will in 
two days send you the Balloon ; and I send you an order to 
justify your Excellency’s not complying with his Royal High- 
ness’s orders, and I am confident he will approve of my con- 
duct. 

Should the Russian Admiral come to Malta, I am sure 
you will act like brothers. I am going to Minorca to get ten 
Sail of the Line together, in order, should the Squadron of 
thirteen Sail of the Line and one Three-decker, seen off Cape 
Finisterre on the 18th of September, be bound into the Medi- 
terranean, which I am satisfied they are not, but trying for our 
outward bound Convoy. Ever yours affectionately. 

Nelson. 
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TO Ills KXCKLrENCY THE MARQUIS DE NIZA, REAR-ADMIRAL 
COMMAiXDING THE BLOCKADE OF MALTA. 

[Order-Book.] 

Palermo, Ord October, 1700. 

As the reduction of the Island of Malta is of the greatest 
consequence to the interests of the Allied Powers at war with 
France^ and the withdrawing the Squadron of His Most 
Faithful Majesty under your command, at this time, from the 
blockade of that Island, will be of the most ruinous conse- 
quences to their interests, particujarly when an Enemy’s fleet 
of thirteen Sail of the Line are daily expected in those seas, and 
two Sail of the Line and several other Ships with provisions 
and stores, for the relief of Malta, arc now lading at Toulon ; 
you are hereby required and directed, in consideration of 
the above circumstances, and notwithstanding the orders you 
may have received from your Court to return to Lisbon, not 
on any consideration whatsoever to withdraw one man from 
that Island, which may have been landed from the Sciuadron 
from under your Excellencj^’s command, or detach one Ship 
down the Mediterranean, until further orders from me for that 
purpose ; and you are also required to keep the Brig which 
will bring you these dispatches, and employ her for the good 
of the service ; and the Balloon shall be sent to you in a few 
days, which you may, if you think proper, send to Lisbon 
with your dispatches. 

Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE MALTESE. 

[Autof<raph, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Palermo, October .‘Ird, 1709. 

My dear Ball, 

I hope Brigadier- General GrahanF will soon be with you and 
some Russians. I have strained every nerve to get you 
(roup.s. With respect to rank and command, General Graham 
will command his, and, if you like, somh of yours. You are 
Chief of the Maltese people, and in all matters will have an 


’ Afler;viuds Geiierid Lord I.yiicdoch, G.C.IL 
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important voice, with a most undoubted right to sign the 
Capitulation. I only touch on the subject, but I well know 
your conciliating manners will make everything go on smooth. 
Niza was ordered to Lisbon, but I have directed his stay off 
Malta. You may depend, in October, I will get 2000 men on 
shore at Malta. I have but two mortars and 700 shells in the 
Alliance for your use ; she goes to Messina to take Graham 
on board. I am going to Mahon to get together ten Sail of 
the Line to meet the thirteen, should they come our way. 
They were seen on the 18th September off Cape Fiuisterre 
and Ortegal, Our secret expedition is thought to go on well ; 
our troops are all landed in the Texel. God bless you, and 
send you a speedy finish of your hard and long labour. Ever 
yours faithfully. 

Nelson. 


TO imiGADlER-OENEIlAL GRAHAM, IMESSINA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Sir, Palermo, October Onl, 1709. 

You will most likely have an application from Ilis Sicilian 
Majesty to go with part of your garrison to Malta, which 
is an object now of the very greatest importance to the Two 
Sicilies, and also what our Government has much at heart to 
finish.® The Russian Admiral will be wrote to in the same 
manner to go to Malta with what troops it is thought proper 
to withdraw from Naples. Some Russians are also expected 
at Leghorn, destined for the service of Malta. 

* General (Jrnliam did not consider liimself aniliorized to quit his post at Messinn ; 
and his Commandcr-in-Chicf, Sir James St. Clair l^lrskine, writing to Lord Nelson, 
on the .‘list of October, said: “The probability of General Fox being able to form 
and detach such a corps as may be adequate to undertake the siege of Malta, 
becomes now much more doubtful : r, foM' days, however, must clear up all these 
points. 1 liiid that the Marquis de Niza, Captain Ball, and General Acton, have 
nil written, to try to induce Colonel Gralnim to embark with n part of his corps for 
Malta ; in answer to which he hius acted in strict obedience to his instructions, and 
in my opinion with the most perfect proju'iety ; for no Officer would have been justi- 
lied, even if left to bis discretion, in forming a project for besieging WOO men, ami 
proceeding on active operations, wiL, a corps of 000 men only. I mention this, 
because 1 collect from Gruhanfs letter that the last application was pressed, even 
after his answer that he could not tiUte any step without orders from ^liiiorca. ’— 
Vlarkv and Arthur , vol. ii. p. 
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I know what a jumble all this is, but the very great impor- 
tance of getting immediate possession of Malta makes me 
recommend it to you in the strongest manner. We have 500 
men landed from our Ships, and I send you a letter and plan 
of Lord Blayney’s.** The French intend trying to relieve it. 
Let us try and get it in any way. My orders are to co-ope- 
rate most cordially with the Russians in the reduction of it, 
and, when taken, the Order is to be restored. It is the hobby- 
horse of the Emperor of Russia ; and England wishes of all 
things to please him. I shall send you the Alliance, with 
some shells, carcases, &c., and they can carry all your troops 
for such a short voyage ; but the Alceste will be with you in 
a few days, and her Captain will have orders to attend to your 
desires on that head. 

I must now tell you, to complete the glorious jumble, that 
except the Russian troops before-mentioned, no one is in 
Italy. Suwarrow, in consequence of the Arch-Duke’s going 
to the Rhine, is gone into Switzerland ; and as a finish to all 
this, thirteen Sail of the Line, French and Spaniards, were, on 
the 18tli September, laying-to off Cape Ortcgal. Whether they 
arc bound this way, time will show ; in the meantime I am 
getting ten Sail of the Line together, and, if they venture 
into the Mediterranean, I will endeavour to get hold of 
them. All these events will but rouse us to greater exer- 
tions. Not a sail shall be drawn from Malta, and, respecting 
commands on shore, there can be no difficulty. Ball is Chief 
of the Maltese ; you will command all the British ; and the 
Russians I hope will soon be on shore, and two Admirals will 
be afloat. I can only recommend acting as brothers. I sail 
to-morrow for Mahon, and General Fox I hope is arrived. I 
shall try him hard ; for nothing at this moment is equal to 
our getting the French out of Malta. Lord Elgin** has just 
arrived on his way to Constantinople, — left London Sep- 
tember 3rd. Our troops had made good their landing’ with 
some loss, and it was thought all would go well. Pray God 
it may. Ever believe me, &c., 

' Nelson. 

® Colonel Akiuj'W rhoiiiiw, 1 1 th Lord Blayney iji llie Peornge of Ireland. He 
Jiied a Lieutenant General, in April 

Thomas llth Earl of Kincardine and 7tli Eurl of Elgin, who was many years 
ArnhnN'^.adOi to the Porte, and a General in the Army. He died iu'Novemhcr 1841. 

» In Holland, under the command of II. R. H. the Duke of York. 
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TO CAPTAIN BAYLEY, II. M. SHIP ALCESTE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Jird October, ]799. 

Sir, 

Notwithstanding my orders to you of yesterday, on your 
arrival at Messina, should Colonel Graham want your assist- 
ance to carry any part of the garrison of Messina to Malta, 
you will embark as many of them as you can conveniently 
carry, with such stores, baggage, ammunition, and other im- 
plements of war as he may send on board, and proceed with 
them to that Island, and having landed them there, will then 
proceed to Messina, and put the former order in execution. 

I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Lettor-Book. Tlie Foiidroyaiit amved at Palermo on tbe 1st of October from 
Leglioni, Yvhere she landed the King of Sardinia; and on the dth, Lord Nelson rc- 
hoisted his Flag on board of her. On the Oth, “ dressed Ship in eolonr.s in honour 
of the birthday of the Hereditary Prince, and saluted with .seventeen guns. Weighed 
and maile sail." — Journni,] 

Palermo, October 4th, 1799. 

My clear Troubridge, 

For these two days I cannot get the Balloon to move, 
although of such importance. Thirteen Sail of the Line, French 
and Spaniards, are on the Coast of Portugal. I sail for Mahon 
to-morrow, probably to Gibraltar, and if lean but get a force 
to fight these fellows, it shall be done quickly. I am in 
dread for our outward-bound Convoys — 700 Sail under a few 
Frigates, in England thinking all the force was at Brest. I 
need only say, get to Mahon as quick as possible, that we may 
join. If you are so much distressed for bread that you must 
call here, I shall be sorry, but the blame is mine for not 
keeping you better supplied. All the Small craft which are 
not wanted, particularly the Cutter, send to me. 

Ever youi^ affectionately. 

Nelson. 
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lO CAPTAIN SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, October -Itli, 1700. 

My dear Sir, 

The Admiralty hope, with all the civilized world, from 
the consequences of your great exertions and bravery at St. 
Jean d’Acre, that all the French are destroyed in Egypt, to- 
gether with their Shipping, &c. I am therefore particularly 
instructed to direct you, that if this has happily taken place, 
that all the English ships are to join me. You will, therefore, 
should that be the case, join me immediately, with the Tigre, 
and all the English ships ; and as the Enemy have a large 
force on the Coast of Portugal, it is of the utmost importance 
that the junction should be made as soon as possible. At all 
events the Theseus cannot be wanted. The frigate carrying 
Earl Elgin to Constantinople has my orders to return imme- 
diately here. You will not therefore on any account detain 
Captain Morris one moment. The Turks having no object to 
attend to but their own Coast, I should think arc equal to that 
service. Ever, my dear Sir, your faithful humble servant, 

Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN sill WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH, ILM. SHIP LE TIGRE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Palermo, 4tli October, 1701). 

In consequence of instructions from the Lords (Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, you arc hereby required and directed, should 
the French shipping be destroyed in Egypt, and the English 
ships be no longer necessary on that Coast, to join me with 
the whole as fast as possible, as the Enemy have a large 
force on the coast of Portugal ; and it is of the utmost im- 
portance, that a junction should be formed without delay. 
But should the French shipping not be destroyed, and you 
can spare the Theseus, I request you will send her down to 
Mahon. And you arc further required^ not, on any account 
whatsoever, to detain the Phaeton" one moment, who is carry- 
ing the Earl of Elgin to Constantinople. 

Nelson. 

• Cajitaiu James Nicoll Moms, who commanded the Colossus nt 'rrafuljjar, and 
died a Vice-Admiral and a Knight Commander of the Bath in April ISOO. 
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TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE MALTESE, 


[Letter-Book.] 


At Sea, .5tli October, 1799. 

My dear Ball, 

I fervently hope that Niza has got hold of the French 
ships from Toulon. As that business is over, I have only to 
hope the best. This day, by his Sicilian Majesty’s orders, a 
letter is wrote to Messina to request General Graham to go to 
Malta with five hundred men. The Russian Admiral is 
wrote to, to go with at least seven hundred. A corps of 
Russian grenadiers are also expected at Leghorn for Malta. 
If Niza has been successful, all will end well. Ever yours most 
faithfully. Nelson. 


I am not well, and left our dear friends Sir William and 
Lady Hamilton very unwell. 


TO LIEUTENANT BLOW, ACTING COMMANDER OF THE ALLIANCE. 

[Order-Book.] 

.'itli October, 1799. 

Ordered Lieutenant Blow,® Acting Commander of the 
Alliance, to proceed with the mortars, &c., he has on board to 
Messina, and there wait the final decision of Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Graham, whether he will send part of that garrison to 
Malta. If he determines in the affirmative, to take on board 
the troops, and carry them to Malta, land them there, 
delivering the mortar, shells, &c., to Captain Ball, Chief of 
the Maltese, and then to proceed without delay to Mahon. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter Book.] 

Eondroyant, at Sea, October .'itli, 1799. 

My dear Marquis, 

Having this day received information that the French ships 
from Toulon are at sea, witli Transports, bound to Malta, I 

* Lieutenant John Aitkin Blow ; he was not promoted until 1820, and was mode 
a Post Captain in 1842. 
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am anxious in the extreme to know the result of their ap- 
proach. I pray God it may have been glorious to you, by 
the destruction of all the scoundrels; therefore I beg your 
Excellency will send me the account by the Salamine, who 
is ordered to join me at Mahon. I hope the Benjamin had 
joined you before their approach. Ever, my dear Marquis, 
your faithful servant, Nelson. 


TO CO:MMODORE sir THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART., OR SENIOR 
OFFICER AT MAHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Dear Sir, Fondroyant, at Sen, lOtli October, 1799. 

In case the wind will not admit of my calling at Mahon in 
my passage down to Gibraltar, and as in all probability the 
Enemy’s Squadron seen on the Coast of Portugal may 
attempt to come through the Straits, you will immediately, on 
receipt hereof, proceed down and join me at that place, with 
the Northumberland, and either Minotaur or Bellerophon, 
leaving the other behind at Mahon, with such a sufficient 
number of Frigates and Sloops as you may think necessary, 
for the protection of that Island ; but should Minorca be 
threatened by a superior force, and you think it not safe to 
quit it, you will send some Vessel down to me immediately 
[with a notice] of such event. I am, &c,, 

Nelson. 


TO COxMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART., CAPTAIN 
DARBY, OR THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
SHIPS AT MAHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sir, Fondroyant, at Sea, October lltb, 1799. 

As I am on my way to Gibraltar, tS look after a Squadron 
of the Enemy of thirteen Sail of the Line which has been 
seen towards Cape Finisterre, for which purpose it is necessary I 
should collect as large a force together as the service will admit, 
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Commodore Troubridge is ordered with the Culloden and 
Minotaur to join me at Mahon ; but it is my intention that 
one Ship of the Line should remain, with a proper number of 
Frigates and Sloops, for the protection of the Island of 
Minorca, and to give Convoys to Victuallers, &c. It is there- 
fore my wish that Captain Darby should be left with the com- 
mand, unless the wants of any other Ship makes it more 
eligible to send the Bcllcrophon to Gibraltar, and to direct 
the Ship wanting a rc-fit to remain. If the Northumberland 
is at sea, it is my directions that a Vessel be dispatched to 
direct Captain Martin to join me at Gibraltar, or wherever I 
may be, upon intelligence gained there from the Command- 
ing Sea-Officer, or the Commissioner. 

It is also my directions that the Thalia is sent directly to 
Gibraltar, with similar orders, and the Earl St. Vincent Cutter. 
I also have to desire that you, as soon as convenient, send a 
Vessel with my letter to his Excellency the Right Honourable 
Sir William Hamilton, at Palermo. The Alcestc is ordered 
to take the Convoy of Victuallers from Messina, Palermo, 
and Cagliari, for Mahon, The Salaminc I have sent to put 
the Ships off Malta on their guard, although I believe the 
Vessels seen by the Fly schooner were the Alceste and her 
convoy. I send you a copy of my directions to the Master- 
builder relative to the Ships. For your further instructions, I 
have only to refer you to the general directions of the Earl 
of St. Vincent, the orders left you by Rear-Admiral Duck- 
worth, and your own judgment. I have received the report 
of the Naval Hospital, and also of the Princess Charlotte and 
Courageux. I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 


* These direcliojis merely refen*ed to the refitting of some inefficient Ships. 
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TO CAPTAIN DARBY, H.M. SHIP BELLEROPHON, 

Letter-Book. ‘‘October 12tlt, (lltL,) Port Mahon, N.N.E. 4 miles; made the 
Bellerophon’s signal for a Captain. Sunday 13th, spoke IT. M. Sloop Bulldog; 
anchored in Port Mahon ; found at anchor here, H. M. Ships Bellerophon, Santa 
Dorotea, Princess Charlotte, [late Juuoii,] Courageux, Vincejo, and Entreprenant 
Cutler.” — Journai.] 

Foudroyant, 11th October, 1799. 

My dear Darby, 

I wish to see you for ten minutes, or if you are not able, 
send a boat and an Officer, for I wish to know the state of 
Minorca in as short a space of time as possible, that I may not 
lose this very fine wind. Ever faithfully, 

Nelson. 

P.S. — You will hurry the Chichester to execute my orders 
for carrying stores to the Ships off Malta, immedititely on the 
return of the Salamine, depending on the information she may 
bring. If the Dover is a Store-ship, and not wanted at 
Minorca, send her down when Troubridge sails, for those 
Ships are much wanted in England. 


TO LTEUTENANT-GEXERAL SIR JAMES ST. CLAIR ERSKINE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foudroyant, at Sea, lltli October, 1790. 

My dear Sir James, 

I wrote yon a line last night to tell you, in case I had not 
been able to reach Minorca, that the Phaeton brought me an 
account that thirteen Sail of the Line, French and Spaniards, 
were seen off Cape Finisterre. I'his of course has made me 
call together some of my Squadron, except from Malta — that 
I shall never take away, I hope, till we have reduced it. I am 
endeavouring to make up nine Sail of the Line, that, if they 
come this way, (but which I do not think,) I may be able to 
meet them — therefore, for the moment I shall only leave you 
one Ship of the Line ; hut of Frigates, except the Thalia, I 
take nothing from you, and I have no* doubt but in fourteen 
days from this day I shall be in Mahon harbour, consulting 
with yon and General Fox on the best mode of taking Malta — 
an object which I know our Ministry are very anxious to ac- 
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complish, as it is not only of the greatest importance to us, 
but will be highly pleasing to our Ally, the Emperor of 
Russia, whose mind, as Grand Master, is set upon getting 
full possession of his new Dignity. Rome and Civita Vecchia 
being now evacuated by the French, on an agreement entered 
into between Commodore Troubridge and General Grenier, 
Malta and Ancona are the only remaining posts of the Enemy, 
from Genoa. 

I have with great difficulty induced His Sicilian Majesty 
to permit Sir John Acton to write to Colonel Graham, that 
he might take 500 men from the Citadel of Messina, for 
the important service of Malta; and Sir John has wrote in 
the same strong manner to the Russian Admiral at Naples, for 
700 troops. I have 500 English and Portuguese Marines on 
shore on the Island ; and if I am so happy as for you and 
General Fox to agree to the sending 1000 or 1200 men, I am 
sure we shall have it ; and without their assistance I fear we 
shall miscarry in spite of all our exertions. I trust that you 
will, my dear Sir James, represent me to General Fox as I 
am, for I am entirely unknown to him. If I did not feel 
confident of our success, I would not urge it so strongly, 
although I attach so much importance to driving the French 
villains from Malta, that there is scarcely any proper risk 
that I would not run to obtain it. In fourteen days, I hope to 
be with you. Ever believe me, my dear Sir, your obliged 
and faithful servant. 

Nelson. 

TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AT 

, MAHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foudroyant, at Sea, 11th October, 1790. 

Sir, 

I send you herewith nine books of the New Signals, to be 
distributed to the Ships of the Line as they may arrive at 
Minorca, and to the Thalia and Mermaid one each,® but not to 
the Ships that are employed about the Island of Minorca, or going 

• In the margin. Lord Nelson put the names of the Ships: “ Culloden, Bellero- 
phon, Minotaur, Northumberland, Thalia, Mermaid.” 
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to the eastward, as the Ships off Malta are not yet in possession 
of them, not having received as yet a sufficient number for the 
whole Squadron. You will therefore be guarded in the dis- 
tribution, and only give them to such Ships as absolutely 
stand in need. They arc to be considered as in force from 
the 1st of September, although they have only come to my 
hands a few days ago. I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL DUCK WORTH. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Port 14tli October, I'JO!). 

My dear Admiral, 

I send you down the Bellcrophon, who, Darby says, and I 
believe truly is, in exceeding good order, and fit to stand feir 
winter’s service. The Thalia also goes with him. I wish T could 
say anything in her praise, inside or out. You will receive an 
order for holding a Court-Martial on the Lieutenant of 
Marines. Perhaps you may be able to make something of 
Captain Nisbet ; he has by his conduct almost broke my heart. 
The Ship I believe wants some little matter doing to her. If 
so, I wish Inglefield^ would bring her out of the Mole as soon 
as possible, and if, after all our pains, no good can be got out 
of either Ship or Captain, send the Thalia to England with 
some of the Convoys, or send her anywhere out to try. I 
wished to have placed him with my friend Cockburn, but, 
alas, he will not let me do for him what my heart wishes, 
lam sorry I cannot put Captain Buchanan into the Princess 
Charlotte,"as Hardy® is named by me for her; but it is of the less 
consequence to Captain Buchanan, as the Port Mahon will be 
launched on the 31st. I shall, I assure you, be happy in 
always paying attention to your wishes ; and as I hear you 
have a young man who you wish to place with Captain 

’ raptniii John Nicholson Jn^flcfichl, Commissioner at Oibniltar. Vide vfd. i. 
p. m. 

* Captain Hardy had acted as Lord Nelson’s Captain in Uic Eoudroyant diiriiif? 
tne absence of Captain Sir Edward Berry, who was detained in England for sonic 
months by severe illness. He came from Gibraltar in the Bulldog, and rejoined the 
Fundroyaut on the 13th of October, 
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Buchanan a§ Lieutenant, send him to Mahon as soon as you 
can, to assist in fitting her out The Powerful I cannot think 
of sending home, when so many others arc on this station in 
such a bad state — viz., Alexander, Lion, and Audacious, Cul- 
loden, &c., &c., &c. I send you orders for the Ships on the 
Coast of Portugal to put themselves under your command, and 
you will be so good as to have an eye that way, and get a 
particular return of all Vessels taken from the 1st of August. 
Lord Keith arrived in Torbay the 17th. Whether we are 
to be considered as the only two Flag-officers in the Medi- 
terranean, custom will point out ; and freights of money, by 
Lord St. Vincent’s acting, belong to the Comrnander-in- 
Chief. Whether that is so or no, we shall never differ about. 
My only wish is, to do as I would be done by. 

Respecting the Squadron seen off Cape Ortegal, I am still 
of opinion they were there, although certainly they did not 
remain. Yet I do not blame Captain Faulknor® for using a 
degree of caution, especially, as it appears by Captain Black- 
wood’s^ orders, that the Admiralty are exceedingly on their 


* Captain Jonatluni Fanlknor, of the Terrible 71. He died a Flag Officer between 
IHOI) and 1H14. 

* Captain the Honourable Henry Blackwood, of the Penelope, fifth son of Sir 
.John Blackwood, Bart , by Dorcas Bai'oness Diilferin. This distinguislied Officer, 
whose zeal and ability Nvere eminently conspicuous in w atching the combined Fleets 
before the Battle of Trafalgar, and who possessed a large share of his Chiefs esteem 
and regard, as will appear ft*om his letters to him in a snhseqneut Volume, was in- 
troduced to Lord Nelson by the following letter from Commissioner Isaac Coffin : — 

“ Portsmouth, 24lh August, 1790. 

My dear Lord, 

“ Wlieuever 1 recommend to your notice and protection a friend, you may always 
ccfliclude 1 have the best opinion of him. Deceive, therefore, into the list of your 
firm support rs, Penelope and her gallant Captain ; and credit me, when 1 assure 
you, that neither one or the other will ever omit to act up to the expectation you 
may form of them. Bhu kwood will tell how J am to be disposed of. Present my 
best love to your heroes, particularly Troubridge and Tlallowell, being ever, my 
dear Lord, your obliged friend, 

“ Isaac Coffiv. 

“If an opportunity offers, let me [hear] at Halifax how my young friend Colquilc 
goes on.” — Autograph, in the Nelson Papers, 

Captain Blackw'ood obtained his Fia/r in June 1814, was created a Baronet the 
same year, and was made a Knight Commander of the Bath in 1819. He was also 
a Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Guclphs, and died, a Vice-Admiral ol the 
White, in December 1832. 

E 2 
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guard. I was on my way to join you at Gibraltar, having 
directed Culloden and Minotaur to join me here, and I was 
between this Island and Majorca, when I fell in with the Bull- 
dog, which removed the necessity of my going further down. 
I am very anxious about a report that the Ships from Toulon 
have been seen on their passage to Malta. Although Niza 
has under his orders seven Sail of the Line, a Frigate, and 
three Sloops, they are, I fear, so carelessly thrown about, 
that some of these Vessels will get into La Valetta, which will 
give us much trouble. I will take care and give you the best 
Frigates, and everything in my power to make your situation 
easy ; and for the employment of them from Cape Finisterre 
to Gibraltar and upwards, if necessary I leave to your excel- 
lent judgment. I want, if Malta is not effectually relieved, 
to get troops from home to assist in reducing it ; for my friend 
Ball now acknowledges he was too sanguine in his expecta- 
tions. Niza and Company are ordered to Lisbon — therefore 
I shall be truly distressed for Ships for the various services 
wanted. Having lately received a letter from the Russian 
Admiral, saying he had orders for the giving up of the Leander 
to us, I shall send the Chichester with all the appointment of 
Officers, to bring her to this Port. Sir James St. Clair has 
begged me not to send away the Dover, as troops will either 
move to Malta, if General Fox approves the measure, or, what 
I am more afraid of, that two regiments will be ordered to 
England. 

Captain Buchanan has just told me that you wish to put 
two young men into the Port Mahon, and that Lord St. 
Vincent had intended you should name all the Officers for 
her. Believe me, I would not on any consideration do less 
than was intended by the Earl — therefore I beg you will send 
up all Officers you like, and I will leave Acting orders for them 
with Captain Buchanan. I am, &c.. 


Nelson. 
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TO JOHN M‘ARTIIUR, ESQ. 

[Fac-simile in Clarke and McArthur, vol. i. p. 2.] 

October 15th, 1790, Port Mahon. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you a Sketch of my Life,® which I am sensible wants 
your pruning-knife, before it is fit to meet the public eye, 
therefore, I trust you and your friend will do that, and turn 
it into much better language. I have been, and am, very un- 
well, therefore you must excuse my short letter. I did not 
even know that such a Book® as yours was printed, there- 
fore I beg you will send me the two volumes, and consider 
me as a sincere friend to the undertaking. That every success 
may attend you, is the sincere wish of your obliged friend. 

Nelson. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph, in the Admiralty.] 

Port Mahon, October 15th, 1799. 

Sir, 

In consequence of information received by the Phaeton (by 
the arrival of the Speedy Brig at Gibraltar, the night of the 
24th) that a Squadron of large Ships supposed to be French 
and Spaniards to the number of thirteen, had been seen on 
the 8th and 9th of September, laying-to, off Cape Ortegal, I 
detached a Vessel to direct the Culloden and Minotaur to 
proceed directly and join me off Mahon. The day I sailed 
from Palermo I fell in with the Salamine Brig, bringing me a 
letter from Captain Darby at Mahon, that a Vessel had 
arrived there on the 1st, which two days before had fallen 
in with a Fleet of twenty vessels of various description, and 
amongst which were two Sail of the Line and several Frigates, 
steering to the S.E. If this is true they can only be the two 
Venetian Ships from Toulon with a convoy for Malta, but as 
the MarqOis de Niza has under his command seven Sail of the 
Line, one Frigate and three Sloops, I have a fair right to 

• Vide vol. i. p. 1. 

* Apparently the “Naval Chronicle” which first appeared in 1709, and was con- 
tinued until 1818. 
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hope that the greater part of them will be taken. I have sent 
the Salamiiie to know the event and anxiously expect her 
arrival. 

I arrived off here the 12th, and leaving orders for Commo- 
dore Troubridge with some other ships to follow me, I pro- 
ceeded on my route for Gibraltar ; between this place and 
Majorca I fell in with the Bulldog, ten days from Rear- 
Admiral Duckworth at Gibraltar, who giving little or no 
credit to the report of the Ships seen off Cape Ortegal^ and 
Sir Edward Berry from Lisbon assuring me that the informa- 
tion was entirely disbelieved there, I returned to this Port : 
where, if Malta is not effectually relieved, I wish to arrange a 
plan with General Sir James St. Clair for forcing its sur- 
render, as that island will, if allowed to remain in the hands 
of the Enemy this winter, call for more Ships to attend to it 
than I may have the power of placing there. It will necessarily 
cramp other services required of us, for not only our Levant 
trade will be exposed, but the trade of His Majesty’s Allies 
will be ruined if we arc forced to draw our Squadron from 
that service. However, their Lordships may depend I will do 
my best as circumstances may arise, but it is of the very 
greatest importance to us and our Allies, that a land-force 
should be assisting our labours for its reduction. 

The Chichester Store Ship, Captain Stevens, sails in a few 
days with the Officers of the Leander, for Corfu, I having 
now got the Russian Admiral’s order for her delivery; and I 
have no doubt but Captain Stevens,^ who appears an excellent 
seaman, will very soon get her to this Port. From what the 
General tells me, this Island is in such a state of security as 
to bid defiance to any force Spain can send against it : and if 
General hox was not hourly expected. Sir James would go 
with me to the attack of Malta with 1500 good troops, which 
with the Garrison of Messina about 1000, as many Russian 
Marines, and as many as we could spare from our Ships’ would 
in all probability ensure its reduction. 

I am sending the Bellerophon to Gibrakar, as she has been 
well refitted here, and is fit to stand a lair winter service off 


* Captain, ov, more properly, Commander John Stevens, lie and liis son, several 
Officers, and fifty-eight of the crew of the Chichester, died of a malignant fever on 
her passagt- from Jamaica to Halifax, in October 1802. 
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Cadiz. I have sent directions to Rear-Admiral Duckworth 
to arrange all the Ships on the Coast of Portugal, and to cor- 
respond with you during my absence. I have the honour to 
be, &c., Nelsox. 

TO CAPTAIN RICHARDS,® II.M. SHIP COURAGEUX. 

[Order-Book.] 

Foiidroyaut, Port Malioii, 15tli October, 1790, 

Whereas, William White, Boatswain’s mate of llis Majesty’s 
Ship Gibraltar, but serving on board Ilis .Majesty’s Ship 
Courageux, hath been tried by a Court-Martial on charges 
exhibited against him by Lieutenant John Glover, of the said 
Ship, for having seized him by the collar, and wishing he had 
the said Lieutenant Glover on shore, he would then do his 
business, and other mutinous expressions ; and the Court 
having found him guilty of the twenty-second Article of the 
Articles of War, hath adjudged the said William White to 
suffer death by being hanged by the neck at the yard-arm of 
such Ship, as the Commanding officer for the time being 
might direct ; and, whereas, I think it proper that the said 
sentence should be carried into execution. 

You arc hereby required and directed to see the said 
sentence of death carried into execution upon the body of 
the said William White, in the usual manner, on Thursday 
next, the 18th instant, at nine o’clock in the morning, by 
causing him to be hanged at the fore yard-arm of His 
Majesty’s Ship Courageux under your command, according 
to the sentence, a copy of which you have enclosed. 

Nelson. 


TO EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Lord, Mahon, October 1799. 

I have little to add to my letter to Mr. Nepean, except to 
assure you that all my exertions shall be used to meet your 

* Captain John Richards : he was not made a Post Captain until June 1809, and 
died in 1830 or 1831. 
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wishes. You will believe I have but one object in view — that of 
faithfully serving^ my Country, in which I have considered the 
security of his Sicilian Majesty’s Dominions as very near the 
heart of the King. This makes the reduction of Malta of the 
very utmost importance, and to accomplish which, is now, in 
Italy, the dearest object I have in view. If Niza has stopped 
their supplies I shall be happy ; and I hope General Fox will 
spare us a part of this garrison to complete that good work, 
which has cost us so much labour in the blockade, and in 
keeping the poor Islanders in tolerable humour. I wish 
General Fox had arrived here, that the business might have 
been settled. I thank you for promoting Lieutenant Compton 
to the rank of Commander, and I shall always endeavour to 
merit your kindness, for believe me, my dear Lord, wdth the 
greatest regard, your obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson. 

Sir Edward Berry joined the Foudroyant by the Bulldog. 
I have put Captain Ilardy into the Princess Charlotte, and, 
mustering a few men, I shall take her to sea with me. My 
friend Hardy will make a Man-of-War of her very soon, and 
I make it my earnest request, that if Captain Stephenson is 
not sent out to her, that Captain Hardy may be allowed to 
remain in her, and receive an Admiralty commission. 

I have given my brother® belonging to the Navy Office a 
strong letter of recommendation to your Lordship, that he 
may be appointed a Commissioner of the Navy. I mention 
the circumstance that you may be aware such a letter is 
coming, and prepared, I most earnestly hope, to meet my 
wishes. 

TO THE COMMANDING OFHCER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS WHICH 
MAY BE IN MAHON HARBOUR. 

[Order-Book.] 

ORDERS LEFT WITH THE COMMANDING OFFICER FOR THE 
REGULATION OP THE SQUADRON ^T MAHON. 

Foudroyant, Port Mahon, October 16th, 1799. 

The following Ships are to be considered as belonging to 
the Mahon station, and to be employed in cruizing for the 


* Ilia eldest brother, Maurice Nelson. 
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protection of the Island, going with Convoys, and for annoying 
the trade of the Enemy, when it can be done consistent with 
the other two objects : — 

Mermaid, 32. Dorotea, 32. 

Santa Teresa, 32. L’AIceste, 32. 

Vincejo, 20. Salamine, 18. 

Peterel, 20. Bulldog, 18. 

There will also be the Entreprenant Cutter, and Fulmi- 
nante, to carry letters, or emploj^ed as the service may re- 
quire. The Dover, while she remains, is a proper Ship for 
going with Convoys to Sardinia for bullocks ; but she is never 
to be sent far from the Island, as she may be wanted to carry 
troops. The Ships are to be kept as constantly at sea as pos- 
sible ; and none of the above Ships, on pretence of being Com- 
manding Officer, is to lay in Port when his Ship is ready for 
sea, and the cruize of no one is to be directed to extend 
more than fourteen or sixteen days without coming off the 
harbour. But she is not to enter the Port without permission 
of the Commanding Officer, as orders will most probably be 
immediately [sent] for her proceeding where the service may 
require her. All desires of his Excellency, the Commanding 
General or Governor, are to be paid the strictest attention to, 
and complied with as far as is possible. The Cutters are to 
be sent to me frequently with information necessary for me to 
be acquainted with. 

No Ship, under pretence of its being the Commanding Offi- 
cer’s Ship, is to take more stores from the Naval Yard than 
her fair proportion. In all other respects I must leave the 
service to be regulated according to the judgment of the 
Senior Officer, they being answerable to me for their conduct. 

Nelson. 

There are eight empty Transports to go down to Gibraltar, 
and from thence to be seen clear off the Gut by a proper 
force, and the Alliance is to take them on to England — there- 
fore, when the Alliance comes, she and some other Ship is to 
see them safe to Gibraltar, and such of the Troop ships as the 
General does not wish to keep here. 

Between the 1st and 10th of every month, a Ship or Sloop 
of War is to go to Leghorn with such Vessels under convoy 
as may be bound to that place, and return with them when 
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laden to this place. But, as it may be a week, ten days, or 
more, that the Convoy may be preparing, the Ship is at liberty 
to cruize during that time, or alFord any assistance which may 
be required by His Majesty’s Allies; and as there will be 
generally money to be brought from Leghorn for the use of 
the Army, it is advised that the Ships should, as nearly as the 
service will admit, take their turn. 

Nelson. 

N.B. — These directions to be delivered from one Com- 
manding Officer to another, as they may arrive in port, or 
sail. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Port Mahon, October 17th, 1700. 

My dear Troubridge, 

Nothing having arrived here, from either Palermo or Malta 
since my arrival, I am a little puzzled to know how to direct 
your, the Minotaur, and the Northumberland’s further pro- 
ceedings. You must be guided by the accounts brought me by 
the Salaminc. All my letters from the Marquis de Niza and 
Ball you will open, but not those from Sir William Hamilton or 
Palermo, as there may be many things in them which I do not 
wish any one to be acquainted with. Should the French 
Ships, reported to have been seen on the 28 th September, 
have actually got into Malta, the Ships on that service must 
be increased ; and as the Marquis de Niza’s Squadron is 
ordered to Lisbon, you must proceed off there, and prevent the 
French Squadron from doing any mischief ; for, in that case, I 
suppose we shall have no footing on the Island ; but you must 
judge of this when you see the letters. If Niza will not remain 
there, but obey his orders from Lisbon — even if the accounts 
of the French Ships should be false — still I must increase our 
force there, and keep a good look-out that they do not relieve 
it; therefore, at all events, we must 4ook sharp towards 
Malta. 

Sir James St. Clair has a wish to send over to Algiers, and if 
you had arrived before my sailing, I intended getting you 
to go on the mission, for these pirates are getting saucy* They 
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have taken many Vessels with passports signed by me, in 
which I cannot blame them ; for every body knows, that when 
I signed any passports at Naples, it was against my inclination, 
and telling the people that brought them, my opinion of their 
inutility. If the Dey had respected them, we should have 
been obliged to him ; but as he has not, we can only try if he 
will liberate the poor devils from slavery ; and he ought to 
be sensible how kind I have been, in keeping the Portuguese 
Squadron hitherto from molesting him. This is what, my 
dear Troubridge, I would talk to you about, was you by my 
side, which I earnestly wish you 'were; and your going to 
Algiers must depend on what you hear from other quarters, 
and what you know. As General Fox is very soon expected 
here, not a troop can be moved, be the exigency of the service 
what it may ; therefore I can only say, whether one, two, or 
three Ships come to me at Palermo, or go off Malta, that I leave 
with implicit confidence to your judgment. You will see the 
orders I have left for regulating the Ships named for the 
Minorca station ; and ever believe me your affectionate friend. 

Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN long/ COMMANDING II. M. SLOOP VINCEJO. 

[Order-Book.] 

Foudroyant, Port Mahon, 17lli October, 1/00. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed, in the 
Sloop you command, off the Port of Toulon, and reconnoitre 
that harbour as near as you are able, consistently with the 
safety of your Ship, and to cruize in the vicinity of that place 
for fourteen days, looking into the harbour occasionally, as 
also into the Hiercs Islands. And should you gain any 
intelligence which you think of consequence for me to know, 
you will either return and communicate the same to the Com- 
manding Officer here, (but without coming into Port with 
your Sloop,) or to me at Palermo. And should you fall in 
with the French convoy, '^vhich are said to be fitting out at 

’ Captfdn George Long, who w'as made a Commander in that year. lie was 
killed white commanding the Vincejo, in September 1801, in an attack on the enemy 
at Elba. Vide “ London Gazette of the 14th of November, 1801. 
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Toulon for the relief of Malta, you will act to the best of your 
judgment to frustrate their design, either by informing the 
Commanding Officer off Malta of their approach, or in any 
other manner, that they may be intercepted. But not falling 
in with anything to oblige you to quit your station, you will, 
at the expiration of fourteen days, return to this place, send- 
ing in a boat to the Commanding Officer for further orders. 

Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN THOMAS BERTIE, H.M. SHIP ARDENT.® 

[From the “ Naval Chronicle vol. xxvi. p. 12.] 

Port Mahon, October 17tli, 1799. 

My dear Bertie, 

I feel very much gratified by your kind and affectionate 
letter of August 1st, and most heartily rejoice on all your 
unexampled success in Holland ; and I most fervently hope, 
that, by all our joint exertions, peace will very soon come 
amongst us. To say the truth, I am most heartily tired of the 
war; for our Allies have, in so many instances, played us 
foul, that they are not to be trusted. Austria, I fear, in par- 
ticular. I am glad Mitchell is amongst you. Pray remember 
me kindly to him, and Lord Duncan, and to all my friends 
about you. I expect Troubridge here every moment. He is 
as excellent as ever. Berry joined a few days ago, and desires 
his kind remembrances; and believe me, dear Bertie, with 
the greatest affection, your old and attached friend. 

Nelson. 


TO H. R. n. THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke and M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 225.] 

Port Mahon, 17th October, 1709. 

Although I have really but a moment, yet I am sure I 
cannot better bestow it than in assuring your Royal Highness 

% ' 

® Afterwards Admiral Sir Thomas Bertie, Knight Commander of the Order of 
the Sword, of Sweden. He then commimded the Ardent, 01, one of Vice-Admiral 
Mitchell’s Squadron off the Texel. At the moment this letter reached Captain 
Bertie, Lord Duncan and Admiral Mitchell happened to be dining with him. He 
died in June IS25. In Vol. ii. p. 458, and in Vol. iii. p. 1, Sir Thomas Bertie is 
erroneously called JlhemarleJ* 
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of my respectful attachment; and I shall retrace our late 
occurrences as fast as my pen and head will allow me. 

Having on the 1st of October received the terms on which 
the French were to evacuate the City of Rome and Civita 
Vecchia, on the 2nd, the Phaeton arrived, bringing me an 
account, that, on the 8th and 9th of September, thirteen large 
Ships, supposed to be of the Line, had been seen off Cape 
Ortegal. On this information, in case they should be bound 
into the Mediterranean, I directed the Culloden and Minotaur, 
with some small Vessels that w’ere off Civita Vecchia, to pro- 
ceed immediately, and join me off Mahon harbour; the 
Foudroyant arriving the same day, I sailed from Palermo on 
the morning of the 5th. I had hardly got clear of the Gulf, 
when I met the Salamine with information from Mahon, that 
on the 28th of September, a Vessel from Tunis to Minorca 
had fallen in with two strange Sail of the Line, Frigates, and 
other Vessels, to the amount of twenty, steering towards 
Malta. As I have seven Sail of the Line, one Frigate, and 
three Sloops on the service there, I had to send the Brig to 
ascertain the event. This news, which I still hope is false, 
did not tend to make me easy, as in truth I required, being 
very unwell : however, the more difficulty, the more exertion 
is called for. 

On the 12th, I got off Mahon, and, having given all neces- 
sary directions for the Ships on that Station, I made sail for 
Gibraltar. In the evening, between this Island and Majorca, 
I fell in with the Bull-dog, having on board Sir Edward 
Berry, who brought me letters from Rear-Admiral Duckworth, 
discrediting the account of the Enemy’s ships being off the 
Coast of Portugal ; with this knowledge I instantly returned 
to Mahon, where so much has required doing, that, except to 
pay my visit to the General, and to the Naval Yard, I have 
not been out of the Ship. General Fox being hourly expected, 
it has not been in my power to arrange a plan of operations 
for the immediate reduction of Malta, should it not be effec- 
tually relieved by these Ships; which is an object of very 
great importance to us and his Majesty’s Allies : but as neither 
the Brig nor any Vessel is arrived, I am in total darkness ; nor 
are the Ships from Civita Vecchia come in. However, I sail 
to-morrow for Palermo, to see what is going on, and prepare 
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all the force I can for Malta,. I beg that your Royal Highness 
will believe me, with the truest attachment, your faithful 
servant, 

Nelson. 

10 THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE TRANSPORT BOARD. 

[Original, in the Record Office, iii the Tower.] 

Port Mahon, 17th October, 1790. 

Gentlemen, 

I earnestly beg to recommend to your notice, as a fit 
person for your interesting yourselves with the Admiralty for 
promotion. Lieutenant Philip Lamb,^ your Resident Agent at 
this port Mr. Lamb has been employed under my eye for 
more than a year, and I say that a more able, sober, and 
zealous Officer, does not exist in any service. liis situation 
with me has been on many and trying occasions. Believe 
me, Gentlemen, with great respect, &c.. 

Nelson. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE lilARQUIS DE NIZA. 


[liOttcr-Book. Lord Nelson sailed from Mahon in the Foiulroyant on the 18th, 
and arrived at Palermo on tlie J2‘-2nd of October.] 


PaJenno, October JiLth, 1799, 

My dear Marquis, 

I earnestly desire that your Excellency will not think of 
quitting Malta till I have a proper force to relieve you. We 
shall soon have an Army against it, and I am yet in hopes that 
you will be there, with the Ships of Her Most Faithful Ma- 
jesty, when it surrenders. You was the first at the blockade, 
and I hope will be at its surrender. Your Excellency’s con- 
duct has gained you the love and esteem of Governor Ball, 
all the British officers and men, and the whole Maltese 
people ; and give me leave to add the name of Nelson as 
one of your warmest admirers, as an Officer and a friend. I 
write to Ball on the subject of land operations ; he will show 


” NotwUhstunding this stroug testimony to his merits, Mr. Lamb was not pro- 
moted until April 1802, and he died, a Commander, in 1837. 
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letter, for I cannot write two letters on the same 
Sir William and Lady Hamilton desire their warmest 
and believe me ever your obliged and affectionate 

Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO. 

[Letter-Book .3 

Palermo, October 2Rli, 1799. 

My dear Lord, 

On my return here two days past from the westward, last 
from Mahon, (where I had been on information of an Enemy’s 
Squadron having been seen on the Coast of Portugal, now 
gone into Fcrrol, and allowed our outward-bound Convoy to 
pass unmolested ; ten days after they returned to Port.) I 
received your kind and friendly letter of August 31st, which 
gave equal pleasure to Sir William, Lady Hamilton, and my- 
self. We arc the real T'ria jiincta in uno. 

Yesterday, your whole letter was read to the Queen. I am 
charged to say everything which is grateful and thankful, on 
Her Majesty’s behalf. But I know I need not say much, as 
she intends, I believe, to write you herself. We all have the 
most affectionate regard for your j^ublic and private character, 
and I should do injustice to my friends, was I to attempt to 
say my regard exceeded theirs. My conduct, as yours, is to 
go straight and upright. Such is, thank God, the present plan 
of Great Britain ! — at least, as far as I know ; for if I thought 
otherwise, I am afraid I should not be so faithful a servant to 
my Country as I know I am at present. As I shall send you 
my letters to Mr. Nepean and Lord Spencer, they will speak 
for themselves ; therefore, I w ill only say, believe I am the 
same Nelson as you knew Captain of the Agamemnon ; and 
more than ever your attached and faithful friend. 

Nelson. 


you the 
subject, 
regards ; 
friend. 
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TO CAPTAIN SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH, H.M. SHIP TIGRE. 

[Letter Book.] 

Palermo, October 24th, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

When I arrived here yesterday from Mahon, (having been 
down the Mediterranean to look out for a French and Spanish 
Squadron which had been on the Coast of Portugal, but 
returned to Ferrol,) I received all your letters by the 
Turkish corvette, which is arrived at Messina. The details 
you have given me, although unsuccessful at Aboukir, will, 
by all military men, ever reflect upon you and your brave 
companions the highest honour; and I beg you will tell all 
those whose conduct you have so highly approved, that their 
merits (even of the lowest) will bo duly appreciated by us, 
and for which reason I have given all the promotion, and shall 
continue to do it, if they deserve it, amongst them. All the 
arrangements for your young men arc filled up as 3^ou desired, 
and, my dear Sir, you shall ever find, that although I am 
jealous of having a particle of my honour abridged, yet that 
no Commanding officer will be so ready to do everything you 
can wish. We have but little here of stores; but I have 
stripped the Foudroyant of everything. At Mahon there is 
nothing ; but your demands, with a bare proportion for the 
Theseus, go to-morrow for Gibraltar; and although I am 
pretty sure you will not receive half what your Ships want, I 
shall urge Inglefield to send you everything he can. 

You will have heard, probably, that Lord St. Vincent still 
retains the Mediterranean command, and that I am, by order, 
acting till his return — therefore, I have not the power of giving 
Commissions, or anything more than Acting orders. As to 
getting Neapolitan Gun-boats to you, there are many reasons 
against it. In the first, they have none for such a voyage : this 
is enough ; but, was not this sufficient, it would be a thing im- 
possible. I believe we are as bad a set to deal with, for real 
service, as your Turks. Mr. Harding l^as sent me word he 
does ^ not choose to return to Egypt, for which he is a fool. 
Your brother will, of course, tell you all our good news from 
Holland and Germany, and I hope the King of Prussia has 
joined the Coalition. May peace, with a Monarchy in France, 
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be soon given to us. I have just got a report that appears to 
have some foundation, that Buonaparte has passed Corsica in 
a Bombard, steering for France.* No Crusader ever returned 
with more humility — contrast his going in L’Orient, &c. 
Again, be assured, that I place the greatest confidence in all 
you do ; and no Commanding officer shall ever have more 
attention to all your wants and wishes, than will your, &c. 

Nelson. 

Should it so happen, after all which I can do, that Mr. 
Penny still wishes to give up the Tigrc — if you have any 
young man that you wish provided for in that line, send him 
to me, and I will give him a good Sloop to begin, and advance 
a Purser of a smaller Ship than yours to the Tigrc. 


TO CHEVALIER TTALINSKY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, .*24th October, KOO. 

My dear Sir, 

I am just returned from Minorca, having found that the 
Enemy’s Squadron have put into Fcrrol, and allowed our 
valuable Convoy to pass unmolested. Malta, my dear Sir, is 
in my thoughts, sleeping and waking. I have talked fully to Sir 
John Acton on the subject, and his Excellency will write to 
you fully upon it. The object is dear to my Royal Master, and, 
of course, it is my duty [for it] to be so to me — in particular, 
as it will be pleasing to the Grand Master^ the faithful Ally of 
my Sovereign. Could I order British troops from Minorca, 
th^y should have been at Malta, ready to co-operate most 
cordially with the Russian troops ; but, alas, they are under 
the orders of General Fox, who is not yet arrived from Eng- 
land. General Sir James St. Clair, the present Commanding 
Officer, has prepared 1500 excellent troops, besides the garrison 
of Messina, with stores of every description, should General 
Fox approve of the plan wc have made ; but they will not move 
without knowing when, and itow many Russian troops will be 
there to co-operate with them. No time should be lost. The 

* Buonaparte arrived at Toulon from Egypt early in October, on bosnd i.a 
Mulron, ot 28 guns, bearing the Flag of Rear-Admiral Gonleanine. 

YOU lY. F 
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Portuguese Squadron is ordered home, and I have no Ships 
to relieve them at present. I wish I could be with you and 
the Admiral for a few minutes to fix all matters. Believe me, 
there is not a thing that the Admiral could propose, that 
I would not meet him half-way. The honour and glory of 
the Emperor Paul is as dear to me, both from my duty and 
inclination, as that of my own Sovereign ; and I am sure that 
we shall disoblige our Royal Masters, if we do not as cordially 
unite together for the destruction of the French villains, as 
they are happily doing in the North Seas, both at sea and on 
shore. I beg the Admiral will consider this letter as jointly 
wrote to him and you, as it is more pleasant to me for your 
upright and honourable heart to interpret for me than a 
stranger. Our news from Egypt has not been pleasant ; 
but I trust will be of no consequence beyond the moment. 
With my sincerest regards to Admiral Ouschakoff and Admiral 
Kartzow, believe me, with the sincerest regard and esteem, 
your obliged and faithful friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO UR. JOITN PENNY, PURSER, IL M. SHIP LE TfGRE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foiulioyaiit, Palermo, October, 1790. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 7th July last, addressed to 
the Earl St. Vincent, complaining that the provisions under 
your charge, as Purser of Le Tigrc, have been repeatedly 
thrown overboard without survey, and some collusively cx- 
jtended by the Master’s interference, to cover his neglect, and 
that large quantities of necessaries have been sent out of the 
Ship, which you think ought not to have been at your expense, 
and, in consequence thereof, the necessary money is vastly 
inadecpiato to supply the Ship, and requesting to be superseded, 
as there was no likelihood of these cort^laints being investi- 
gated at an early period ; and also jmiir letter of the 1st Sep- 
tember, addressed to Lord Keith, requesting to be superseded 
as Purser of the Tigrc, having affairs to transact in England, 
which require your personal attendance ; 
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In answer to which, I have to inform you that I have written 
to Captain Sir Sidney Smith, desiring him to investigate those 
complaints, that justice may be done you ; and at the same 
time you will reflect more maturely on the request you have 
made to be superseded from such a Ship as Le Tigre. I 
am, &c., 

Nelson. 

TO LIKUTENANT THOMAS EXGLAXDr ON liOARD THE TURKISH 
CORVETTE, AT MESSINA. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Foudroyant, Palermo, ‘iotli October, l'<00. 

Sir, 

I have sent the Valiant transport, laden with jirovisions, 
powder, shot, &c., to supply the Ships under the command of 
Sir Sidney Smith for the present, and I desire you will imme- 
diately take her under convoy with the Turkish corvette, and 
proceed to join Sir Sidney with all possible expedition ; but 
should the Turkish corvette not be ready to sail in the space 
of six hours after the arrival of the said Transport at Messina, 
you will leave her and repair on board the Transport, and con- 
duct her to Sir Sidney without delay. I am, &c.. 

Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH, M.M. SHIP LE TIGRE. 
[From a Coiiv in the Admiralty.] 

Fondroyaiit, Palemo, QOtli October, 1H)0. 

Whereas you have represented to me that it is absolutely 
necessary for the service on which you are employed on the 
Coast of Egypt to have Gun-boats to act against the Enemy 
in the Lakes and Ba^^s near Aboiikir, and on the Nile, and 
that four of those you captured from the Enemy are well 
adapted to the service for which they are wanted : — 

You are, therefore, hereb> required and directed to cause 
tlie hulls of the said four Gun-boats, with the boatswain's, 
gunner’s, and carpenter’s stores that are on board them to be 

* He was promoted to the rank ol‘ Commauder in IHF), and died between 
and IB‘^0. 

P 2 
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regularly surveyed, and a valuation put on each of them, 
delivering into the charge of the Lieutenants appointed to 
command them, all the stores they may respectively contain, 
that a regular account may be kept of their expenditure, as 
they will be answerable to Government for any misapplication 
of them or the provisions, the same as lieutenants command- 
ing Gun-boats in England are; and you will transmit to the 
Commissioners of Ilis Majesty’s Niivy the account of their 
several valuations, with the abstract of the Stores of each at 
the time it was taken, in order to have the same charged 
against their Commanders, and that they may be paid for. 

Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE MALTESE. 

[ Letier-Book.] 

[ Apparently about t>r»th October, IH)!). ] 

My dear Ball, 

General Acton has your letter, and I have begged, almost 
on my knees, for money, for the present subsistence of th(‘ 
Maltese who bear arms. We shall hear soon to a certainty of 
at least 5000 K ussian troops for the service of Malta. As far as 
I can, tlic arrangement is made with General Sir James St.Clair 
at Minorca; but unfortunately General Fox is hourly expected, 
and all must be submitted to him. 1 trust that Niza will not 
go till I can get not duly a proper force to relieve his Ships, 
but those of his people who are on shore ; for if the Marquis 
should withdraw his people, I do not see how you can hohl 
your ground under La Valetta, and therefore Malta may be 
lost beyond all our efforts even to land. Under all these 
circumstances, and those you have pointed out, can it be of 
real importance to urge the French to a sortie, which, by 
your account, must succeed,' and of course must be highly 
detrimental to our taking such advantageous positions ? there- 
fore, from all I heai*, and particularly from yourself, ought the 
intended battery to be shown? for wifliin a month 1 hope to 
see 10,000 men in arms against La Valetta. But I leave all 
this to your consideration, and only offer my opinion witli 
deference. 

I have sent for Troubridge and Martin, that I may get a 
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force to relieve the Marquis. I trust to his loyalty and at- 
tachment to the cause of the world, against French villany, 
that he will not abandon you. May God bless you, my dear 
Ball, and believe me ever your obliged and ailcctiunatc friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

The Chichester store-ship is bringing you wine and some 
stores, in her way to Corfu, for the Leandcr. 


TO lieutenant-general sir JAMES ST. CLAIR ERSKINE, 
MINORCA. 

[From a Copy iu the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, October ‘^Oth, 1700. 

My clear Sir James, 

I am in desperation about Malta — we shall lose it, I am afraid, 
past redemption. I send you copies of Niza’s and Ball’s 
letters, also General Acton’s, so that you will see I have not 
been idle. If Ball can hardly keep the inhabitants in hopes of 
relief by the 500 men landed from our Ships, what must be 
expected when 400 of them, and four Sail of the Line, will 
be withdrawn ? and if the Islanders are forced again to join 
the French, we may not find even landing a very easy task, 
much less to get again our present advantageous position. 
I therefore entreat for the honour of our King, and for the 
advantage of the common Cause, that, whether General Fox 
is arrived or not, at least the garrison of Messina may be 
ordered to hold post in Malta until a sufficient force can be 
c()llcctcd to attack it, which I flatter myself will in time be 
got together; but while that is effecting, I fear our being 
obliged to cjuit the Island; therefore, I am forced to make 
this representation, I know well enough of what Officers in 
your situation can do ; the delicacy of your feelings on the 
near approach of General Fox I can readily conceive ; but the 
time you know nothing about ; this is a great and important 
moment, and the only thing to be considered, is His Majesty* s 
Service to starid still for an instant? I have no scruple in 
declaring what I should do, knowing the importance of pos- 
sessing Malta to Englanu and her Allies, that if even two 
regiments were ordered from Minorca, yet it must be con* 
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sidercd, (for which the Officei’s certainly must be responsible,) 
was the call for these troops known at home, would they not 
order them to proceed where the Service near at hand loudly 
calls for them ? this is the only thing in my opinion for consi* 
deration. If we lose this opportunity it will be impossible to 
recall it. If possible, I wish to take all the responsibility. 

I know, my dear Sir James, your zeal and ability, and that 
delicacy to General I"ox has been your sole motive for not 
altering the disposition of the troops; but I hope General Fox 
is with you, and I am sure, from his character, he will approve 
of my feelings on the subject. If he is not, I must again 
earnestly entreat that, at least, you will give directions for 
Colonel Graliam to hold Malta till we can get troops to attack 
La Valctta. May God direct your counsels for the honour 
of our King and his Allies, and to the destruction of the 
French, is the fervent prayer of yours, &c., 

Nelson. 

ro COMMODOKE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGK, BART. 

[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

Pjilcrmo, October iOtli, 

3fy dear Troubridge, 

My letter to Sir James St. Clair, if this finds you at 
Mahon will show you what I feel about Malta. I hope the 
General will give troops to at least hold possession till wc 
can get a force to attack La Valetta in a regular way. I 
have entreated and ordered Niza not to quit his post, or with- 
draw a man from the shore till I can get troops to relieve 
them. If he does, and I fear he will be persuaded by the 
Commodores, we shall lose all hold on the Island, and it 
would perhaps be more difficult to regain our present position 
than to take La Valetta at this moment. I hope General Fox 
is arrived, and I know Sir James will lay all circumstances 
before him. From experience I know Sir James to be a most 
fair, honourable, and zealous Officer, and I earnestly hope that 
you will have the carrying him and 1500 troops to Malta. If, 
alas i all my arguments arc in vain against orders (not kmming 
our situation here) or the delicacy of the approach of General 
Fox, then it is only for me to grieve, and entreat of you to 
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come here, and bring the Northumberland, that at least I may 
prevent supplies getting in ; and for this purpose I shall be 
under the distressing necessity of taking as many Ships as 
possible from Minorca, which I assure you would hurt me 
very much. Ask the General to give me, on proper receipts, 
3000 or 2000, 32-pound shot. I have sent most of mine to 
the Tigre and Theseus, and Minotaur's is very short. We 
have nothing new here. Send or bring me all my letters which 
came from Palermo in the St Vincent Cutter, and Entre- 
prenant will sail in two days. Bring what stores you can for 
Louis, and in particular a boat. Ever yours, &c.. 

Nelson. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter-Book .3 

October 27th, 179'J. 

My dear Marquis, 

This moment, on the departure of the Transfer, I received 
your letters relative to your going down the Mediterranean. 
By every tie of honour to your Court, the Ally of my gracious 
Sovereign, do not quit the blockade of Malta, or withdraw a 
man from the Island, until I can get troops and Ships to 
relieve them, for which purpose I have sent an express both 
to Naples and Minorca, pressing for orders for the garrison 
of Messina to go directly to Malta. If you quit your most 
important station till I can get these things, depend upon it, 
your illustrious Prince will disapprove of (in this instance) your 
punctilious execution of orders. I shall send El Corso in a 
few days. Ever believe me your obliged and affectionate 
friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN BALL. CHIEF OF THE MALTF.SE. 
[Lcl^fr-Book,] 

27 til October, 1709. . 

My dear Ball, 

Sir William has sent your letter to General Acton. The 
Order of Malta is to be restored— therefore the King of 
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Naples is only the Founder-Lord, for which he receives an 
ackiiowlcdginent from the Order, but I believe he has no 
more power when the Order is restored — which is the moment 
the French flag is struck. I have wrote to Naples, to 
3Iinorca, and Messina, for troops and Ships to relieve Niza. 
It would grieve me to think of our losing possession for a 
moment. I will write to Commodore Campbell by El Corso; 
for the Transfer is on the eve of sailing. Acton I hope will 
send an answer to the purpose by El (^orso. The (^ourt 
have all the inclination, but to my knowledge they have not 
cash enough for the common purposes of the Government. 
Ever believe me, yours most faithfully. 

Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE MALTESE PEOPLE. 

1 Autograph, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.J 

J'alermo, October *^ 8111 , 1790. 

My dear Ball, 

Tliis night a Cutter goes off for Minorca with duplicates of 
niy letters for assistance ; I hope the Fleet seen are the 
Ilussians, I am sure you will co-o])crate cordially with both 
Admiral and General ; at the same time, you will take care of 
tljc honour of our King and Country, and also of llis Sicilian 
^Majesty ; and recollect that Russia, England, and Naples, arc 
the Allies of the Great Master, that although one Power may 
have a few men more in the Island than the other, yet they 
arc not to have a preponderance. The moment the French 
flag is struck, the colours of the Order must be hoisted and 
no other, when it was settled otherwise the orders from 
England were not so strong. The King of Naples sends 
4000 ounces to assist the poor Islanders who bear arms ; this 
will do for the present; the large sum required must come 
from the tlirce Allied (courts, who now compose the three 
lamfucis. T shall come to you on the rctur^i of the Foudroyant. 
The Portuguese arc faithful Allies of the Grand Master of 
Malta, therefore in every situation must be treated with great 
rcs])cct. Ever yours faithfully. 


Bronte Nelson. 
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TO CAPTAIN Sin EDWAIID BERm’. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Tapers. Tuesday 29th, “Hoisted the Flag on 
board the Perseus bomb; sailed His Majesty’s Ships Minotaur, Foiidroyant, and 
F.I Cor, so Brig for Malta.” — Journal.} 

October 28lh, 1/99. 

My dear Sir, 

Make the signal and have the Foudroyant and Minotaur 
ready to sail ; I mean to be at single anchor, for it is possible 
it may be necessary before noon. Whether I go to sea in 
the Ship or not you will always consider that my table is kept 
on board, and I desire you will without ceremony use all my 
stores. Ever yours faithfully, 

Bronte Nelson. 

Send the Steward on shore for stock, &c. 


TO THE MAHQlllS DE NIZA. 
[Letter Booh. J 


J’alermo, October 2>^ih, 1799. 

My dear Marquis, 

In ease the Ships seen should be French, 1 send you the 
Minotaur and Foudroyant. Louis will tell you my sentiments 
respecting, withdrawing a man from the Island, even should 
the Fleet seen be the happy arrival of the Russians. We shall 
soon get more troops from Messina and Minorca; and 1 am 
not a little anxious for the honour of Portugal and your 
Excellency, that you should be present at the surrender. Do 
not detain the Foudroyant, even should Admiral Ouschakoff be 
arrived, as I wish very much to meet him, and now only wait 
here to be ready to expedite the garrison of Messina, the 
moment the order arrives from the General commanding at 
Minorca. 

Again and again I desire — for which you may be certain 
I hold myself responsible — that you will not on any considera- 
tion withdraw a single man belonging to your Squadron from 



LETTERS. 


74 


[1799. 


the Island. Ever, my dear Marquis, believe me your obliged, 
faithful, and affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

I need not repeat the recommendation of your cordial co- 
operation with the Russian Admiral and General. 


i'O SPIRIDION rORESTI, ESQ., COREL'. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, October 170{?. 

My dear Sir, 

I thank you sincerely for all your letters, and I can assure 
you that Lord Elgin is gone to Constantinople with the 
most favourable opinion of your chai’acter. The situation of 
the Ottoman Squadron was very unpleasant. With the English 
they would have been happy, but the bigotry of the Sicilians 
was the first cause of the disturbance at Palermo. I love 
Cadir Bey, and respect all the other Officers. I wish you 
could use my name to restore harmony amongst them. Our 
successes in Holland still continue. The Duke of York has 
taken the command, and is at the head of a victorious army 
of 70,000 men. Our successes in the East Indies arc great 
beyond example, and, thank God, all is happiness in old 
England ! The serious attack of Malta will commence in a 
few days, as troops are collecting for that purpose. 

If you think the kind present of the Island of Zante^ is 
ready for me, Captain Compton will, on your telling him so, 
go for it, and bring it to me. Pray forward the letters for 
Constantinople. They are not of that great consequence that 
any very extraordinary means need be used to hasten their 
arrival, although I wish them to get to their place of destina- 
tion in reasonable time. A Ship is sailed from Mahon in order 
to bring the Leander down. You will find Captain Stevens 
of the Chichester ordered for this service, a very good and 
valuable nuiiL Believe me, dear Sir, with great regard, your 
obliged servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

A Sword aud gold-iicaded Caue. Vide Intriu 
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October 29tli, 2 p.m. — Y our letter of October 3rd is this 
moment received. The more I hear of you, the more I am 
impressed with your extraordinary attention to the business 
of your ofBce. Never have I seen anything to equal it, and 
I shall feel an honour to be called upon to bear my testimony 
of your worth. Captain Compton will receive the acknow- 
ledgment of my services, as the inhabitants of Zante, and 
you, are pleased to call their handsome present; but I consider 
the honour done me by Zante as equal, and, I believe I may 
say, superior, to what has been done by any Country for any 
Officer. The Emperor of Russia only comes near it. I beg 
you will always say everything for me to those good people. 
If possible I will one day pay them a visit, with every wish 
for their prosperity. 


TO THE RIGHT IlOX. THE EAR]. OF ELGIN, CONSTANTINOPLE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Paleruio, October 29tli, 171)0. 

My Lord, 

You will recollect I went from Palermo towards Gibraltar, 
thinking it possible the Enemy’s squadron, (who we now know^ 
to have been all Spanish, and that they went into Ferrol the 
14th September), might have come into the Mediterranean. 
Off Majorca 1 met the Bulldog, with letters from Rear- 
Admiral Duckworth, telling me of the happy arrival of the 
outward-bound Convoy, and that he was just, on the 3rd 
October, passing the Straits’ mouth, with the homeward-bound 
one. My business downwards being settled, I returned to 
Minorca, and arranged with General Sir James St, Clair a 
plan of attack for Malta, which should have a fair prospect 
of forcing its speedy reduction. This plan is subject to the 
approval of General Fox, who is daily expected, and to any 
particular orders he may bring. But the getting the French 
out of the Island of Malta !s now a great object, and parti- 
cularly interesting to our Levant trade, as well as the trade of 
His Sicilian Majesty, who docs not retiun to Naples, to my 
regret, this some time. Prince Caparo, a Secretary of State, 
is appointed Lieutenant General of the KLingdom, in the room 
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of the Cardinal,’’ who is going to Venice, to try, I have no 
doubt, and be made Pope ; and, as fame says, he has laid in 
a good stock ofivcaltk, and the other Cardinals nothing to give 
but jjrornisesy I think he stands a fair chance. Those at Venice 
are already squabbling, and protests are made by some of them 
against holding the Conclave at Venice. 

May I venture to tell you news from the Annies ? Lord 
William writes me that Suw^arrow would attack the French on 
St. Gothard ^is soon after the 19th September as possible, and 
reports are got here that they have been attacked and de- 
feated — twenty-six pieces of cannon taken. I will not say 
more. 

The conduct of Admiral Ouschakoff is so very high, that it 
has given disgust. On every occasion where things do not go 
to his mind, he says, ^ I will go away to Corfu,’ holding this 
language as a* kind of threat. Not to trouble your Loixlship 
with uninteresting events, I can only assure you, that in com- 
mon occurrences I shall write by Vienna ; but that in any event 
of consequence I shall send directly to Mr. Spiridion Foresti, 
who I can recommend to your Lordship as a most zealous and 
good Consul. 

Sir Sidney Smith having wrote me word that the services 
of the Theseus 74, were still wanted in Egypt, I have sent up 
stores, &c. for the Ships. The S(iuadron is Lc Tigre, 80, 
Theseus, 74, and Caraclcon Brig ; and you may assure the 
Porte, that if the service in Egypt recjuired it, from England, 
I would add a Frigate, but when I coiu-^ider the whole Turkish 
Marine as having no employment out of the Levant, it cannot 
be necessary. With every sentiment of respect, believe me, 
your Lordship’s obliged and obedient servani, 

Buonte Nelson. 


TO ADxMiU M, ( nifll liKV. 


! LcU' I l>yuk.1 


My dear Friend, 


Sir William, Lady llamillon, and myself, all lo^c you like 
oui brother; and I sincerely hope that the Sublime Porte, t>o 


* t ardiual Kivffu. 
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far from laying any blame on you, will applaud and reward 
your great zeal for the service of the Common Cause against 
the French villains. I shall be proud at all times to bear my 
testimony of your great worth as an Officer, and of your real 
goodness of heart as a man, and believe me. Sir, ever your 
affectionate friend, Bronte Nelson. 


TO Ills EXCELLEXCY J. SPENCER SMITH, ESQ. 


[ITom a Fac- simile in Orme’s “ Graphic Memoirs of liOrd Nelson,’* and Letter- 
Book.] 

Palermo, October .‘>Otli, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

The arrival of Lord Elgin will necessarily draw my official 
communication to his Lordship, but be assured that I shall 
ever entertain the warmest regard for all your kind and flatter- 
ing, and interesting letters; and, from my heart, I most sincerely" 
thank you. Being now the Commanding Officer of the Medi- 
terranean Fleet, your brother has already experienced, and will 
continue so to do, every mark of my affectionate regard, both 
as an Officer and a friend. Lord St. Vincent did not give 
Sidney the disposal of poor WilmotV vacancy, the first act of 
my command, without having had an opportunity of making 
one Captain. I gave your brother the disposal of poor dear 
MillerV vacancy, and have promoted all his young men, as he 
desired, besides authorizing him to declare that all vacancies 
in his Squadron should be given to those serving with him. 
You know me not, if you ever believed me capable of wishing 
to hurt Sidney’s feelings for a moment. I feel too much myself 
on .such occasions, and I cannot want to crop any man’s 
laurels : the world has been over-bountiful to me. I rejoice 
with you that our dear friend Cooke** is likely to recover. No 
one knows his worth to his Country more than myself. When- 
ever an opportunity may offer, I shall have much pleasure in 
making your personal acciuaintance, and in assuring you how 
much I fpel myself your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 


® Captain Wilinot, of the Alliance. Tlii < gallant officer, one of “ the beat niul 
bravest,” wits killed by a rifleman, as he was mounting a howitzer on the breach at 
Acre, on llie Sth of April, 1799. fltfc Sir Sidney Smith’s dispatch, of the v?iid of 
May, 1799, in the “ London Gazette. 

^ Captain Miller, of the Theseus. TiVe vol. ii. p. 400. 

* rWc* vol. i. p. 400. 
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TO Ills IMPERIAL MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, October 31st, 1700. 

Sire, 

As Grand Master of the Order of Malta, I presume to 
detail to your Majesty what has been done to prevent the 
French from re-possessing themselves of the Island, blockading 
them closely in La Valetta, and what means are now pursuing 
to force them to surrender. 

On the 2nd of September 1798, the inhabitants of Malta 
rose against the French robbers, who, having taken all the 
money in the Island, levied contributions; and Vaubois, as a 
last act of villany, said, as baptism was of no use, he had sent 
for all the Church plate. On the 9th, I received a letter 
from the Deputies of the Island, praying assistance to drive 
the French from La Valetta. I immediately directed the 
Marquis de Niza, with four Sail of the Line, to support 
the Islanders. At this time, the crippled Ships from Egypt 
were passing near it, and 2000 stand of arms, comjiletc, 
with all the musket- ball cartridges, wxre landed from them, 
and 200 barrels of powder. On the 24th of October, I 
relieved the Marquis from the station, and took the Island 
of Gozo — a measure absolutely necessary, in order to form 
the complete blockade of La Valetta, the garrison of which, 
at this time, was composed of 7000 French, including the 
seamen, and some few Maltese; the Inhabitants in the 
Town, about 30,000 ; the Maltese in arms, volunteers, never 
exceeded 3000. I entrusted the blockade to Captain Alex- 
ander John Ball, of the Alexander, 74, an Officer not only of 
the greatest merit, but of the most conciliating mannei*s. 
From that period to this time, it has fell to my lot to arrange 
for the feeding of 60,000 people, the population of Malta and 
Gozo, the arming the peasantry, and, the most difficult task, that 
of keeping up harmony between the Deputies of the Island. 
Hunger, fatigue, and corruption appeared several tinies in the 
Island, and amongst the Deputies. The situation of Italy, in 
particular this Kingdom, oftentimes reduced me to the greatest 
difficulties where to find food. Their Sicilian Majesties, at 
difterent limes, have given more, I believe, than X*40,000 in 
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money and corn. The blockade has, in the expense of keeping 
the Ships destined alone for this service, [cost] full £180,000 
sterling. It has pleased God hitherto to bless our endeavours 
to prevent supplies getting to the French except one Frigate 
and two small Vessels, with a small portion of salt provisions. 

Your Majesty will have the goodness to observe, that, until it 
was known that you were elected Grand Master, and that the 
Order was to be restored in Malta, I never allowed an idea 
to go abroad that Great Britain had any wish to keep it. I 
therefore directed his Sicilian Majesty’s flag to be hoisted, as, 
I am told, had the Order not been restored, that he is the 
legitimate Sovereign of the Island. Never less than oOO men 
have been landed from the Squadron, which, although with 
the volunteers, not sufficient to commence a siege, have yet 
kept posts and battery not more than 400 yards from the 
works. The quarrels of the Nobles, and misconduct of the 
Chiefs, rendered it absolutely necessary that some proper 
person should be placed at the head of the Island. His Sicilian 
Majesty, therefore, by the united request of the whole Island, 
named Captain Ball for their Chief Director, and he will hold 
it till your Majesty, as Grand Master, appoints a* person to 
the Office. Now the French arc nearly expelled from Italy 
by the valour and skill of your Generals and Army, all my 
thoughts are turned towards the placing the Grand Master 
and the Order of Malta in security in La Valctta, for which 
purpose, I have just been at Minorca, and arranged with the 
English General a force of 2500 British troops, cannon, bombs, 
&c., &c., for the siege. I have wrote to your Majesty’s 
Admiral, and his Sicilian Majesty joins cordially in the good 
w6rk of endeavouring to drive the French from Malta. The 
laborious task of keeping the Maltese quiet in Malta, through 
difficulties which 3’ our Majesty will perfectly undci’stand, has 
been principally brought about — [im/?erfec^.] 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ADMIRALTY. 


[Original, in the Admiralty. The Perseus Bomb sailed on the 1st of November, 
and (the Foiidroyaut being still ab.sent) Lord Nelson’s flag was trnn.sferred to the 
Samuel and Jane transport.] 


Perseus Bomb, Palermo, 1st November, 1700. 

Sir, 

I herewith enclose yon, for the information of their Lord- 
ships, a copy of Sir Sidney Smith’s letter to me of the 22nd 
August, detailing the defeat of the first division of the Ottoman 
Army at Aboukir, under Mustapha Pacha Seraskier, with a 
copy of the probable causes of that defeat, as sent to me. 
I also, from Sir Sidney’s representation of his want of Gun- 
boats to act against the Enemy, have given him an order to 
purchase four into the Service, which have been employed for 
some time on the Coast and at Acre (a copy of which is also 
enclosed) which I hope their Lordships will approve. I have 
the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN HENRV COMPTON, 11. M. BOMB-VESSEL PERSEl^S. 

[Order-Book, j 

Perseus Bomb, Palermo, 1st November, l»l)li. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed in the 
Bomb-vessel under your command, through the Faro of Mes- 
sina, to the Island of Corfu, and as his Sicilian Majesty has 
requested a passage to Catania for a Signor Graffer, his wife, 
and family, you will receive them on board, and victual them 
at whole allowance during their stay ; and having landed them 
at (Jatania, you will proceed on your route to Corfu, deliver- 
ing the letter you will receive herewith to Spiridion Foresti, 
Lsq., his Majesty’s Consid there, and having waited a reason- 
able time for his answers, you will return and join me at this 
place. But should Mr. Foresti request you to call at Zante 
on your return, to settle any matters atsthat Island, you will 
comply with his wish. 


Nelson. 
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TO SIB ISAAC HEARD, GARTER KING OF ARMS. 

[Autograph, in the possession of James Puhnan, Esq., Richmond Herald.] 

Palermo, November 1st, 17911. 

My dear Sir, 

I am not certain that I answered your kind congratulatory letter 
on my elevation to the Peerage — if not, I beg your pardon, and 
probably deferred it at the moment, in expectation of receiving 
the plan of the Arms you sent to Lord Grenville, but which has 
never reached me. I should be much obliged to you for them, 
but now I suppose the Ducal Arms of Bronte must have a 
place. If His Majesty approves of my taking the Title of 
Bronte, I must have your opinion how I am to sign my name. 
At present I describe myself ^ Lord Nelson, Duke of Bronte 
in Sicily.’ As the Peliscs given to me and Sir Sidney Smith 
are novel, I must beg you will turn in your mind how I am 
to wear it when I first go to the King ; and, as the Aigrette 
is directed to be worn, where am I to put it ? In my hat, having 
only one arm, is impossible, as I must have my hand at liberty ; 
therefore, I think, on my outward garment. I shall have 
much pleasure in putting myself into your management, for, 
believe me, dear Sir, your most obliged servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

I have just received the Imperial Order of the Crescent 
from the Grand Signior,® a diamond Star ; in the centre, the 
Crescent and a small Star. 


® The following Letters from Mr. Spencer Smith, the Britisli Minister at Con- 
stantinople, dated on the 8tli and Jhh of September, 1799, sliow the history of the 
iiistil^ution of the Order of the Crescent, which was afterwards conferred on many 
British and other European Oflicera : 

“Yonr Lordship will find the Vizir’s dispatch accompanied by a translation care- 
fully done under my eye ; also, by an answer to a letter from Vice Admiral Lord 
Keith upon a part of the same subject ; and last, though not lejust, by a rich diamond 
ornament, which, as a mark of unprecedented distinction, and attention to oiir 
usages, has been adapted to tlie form luid purposes of a Bodge of Knighthood : and 
Jis such 1 comprehend your Lordship is expected to employ it. I have suggested 
that it may be entitled the Order of the Crescent.” 

* Constantinople, 9th September, 1790. 

“ Cramped as I am for the time necessary even to obey the Sultan’s command by 
means of the annexed dispatcheM, I cannot let this communication pass without ad- 
dressing my very cordial congratulations upon the occasion. 

“ It is, indeed, matter of flattering recollection to me, after having it fall to my lot 
VOL. IV. G 
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TO EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 1st, 

My dear Lord, 

My letter to Mr. Nepean will tell you of my arrival here, 
and ^so that the Marquis de Niza intended to leave Malta. 
In my public letter, for ^ King^ except a few pounds,’ read 
Queen, She has a noble generous disposition. Unfortunately 
the [King and] her Majesty do not at this moment draw 
exactly the same way ; therefore, His Majesty will not go at 
this moment to Naples, where his presence is much wanted ; 
but sends Prince Caparo, a Secretary of State, as Lieutenant 
of the Kingdom. But in a few weeks I yet hope the King 
will go. I need not tell you, my dear Lord, the Queen’s 
sentiments about you. Not a day passes but she expresses her 
feelings — not that the King is unmindful of your attention to 
him, but from the other it flows warm from the heart. In 
every w^ay and in everything, believe me, I will do my best. 
You have placed an unbounded confidence in me, and you 
shall not have reason to repent it. The first act of my com- 
mand was to name Sidney Smith’s First Lieutenant to the 
death-vacancy of Captain Miller. I have placed two of his 
young men in Gun-boats, and have authorized him to declare 
that all services perfonned by his Squadron should be rewarded 
by Officers in it. I own lam jealous of being trampled upon, 
but my disposition, as a Public man, is to reward merit, find 
it where I may. In this I only follow your example, and in 
all points I should be proud to do it, for, believe me, my dear 
Lord, your attached and faithful 

Nelson. 


to be the to couvey to a Countryman that decoration (the Choloii^jk, or Plunu* 
of Triumph) which Ottoman grandeur had hitherto exclusively resened for con- 
querorn of their own race, that 1 should be charged to present the same Hero with a 
Civic crown — ^for such may be considered the Kmiieror’s gift, wliich accompanies 
tills. 1 tiop* you w '11 long live to display, with hqiiest pride, these genuine Badges 
of Merit, and that after the one and the other have successively passed through my 
hands, 1 may again sec them united upon the person of the lirst KnitjlU of Uu' 
C) ascent ."' — Copies in the Nelson Papers. 
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TO VICE-ADMIRAL OUSCHAKOFF. 

[I.ctter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 1st, 1799. 

My dear Admiral, 

My pride and pleasure will ever be to act with you as a 
brother — to be open and sincere to you, as we should be close 
to every one else. This is my duty, this is my inclination ; 
and if any person should attempt to disturb the harmony which 
cyiight to subsist between Officers of such faithful Allies as 
our Sovereigns, he should be exposed. But, thank God, 
that can never happen to us, who have such a good man as 
Italinsky between us. Everything which my brave friend 
Troubridge has done, has been by my orders. You have only 
to know him; and love, honour, and respect, will follow, 
united with admiration for the qualities of his head and heart. 
Nothing which he has done in the Papal State, but what had 
the approbation of His Sicilian Majesty, perfectly, I believe, 
known to the Cardinal, and, as I thought, fully explained by 
me at Sir William Hamilton’s, to my friend Italinsky ; so much 
so, that I think I told him that I did not expect you would 
lind Commodore Troubridge at Naples, but that he would be 
gone to join the Ships off Civit^ Vecchia — an object of the 
greatest importance, and on which I conceived the future 
happiness t)f Italy depended. Secrecy was everything, and 
Troubridge, under those orders, would not have been justified 
in revealing a tittle of them, especially as your Excellency had 
just left me. Success was beyond my most sanguine expec- 
tation. Had two hours been lost, Rome would have been in 
other hands than those of Ilis Sicilian Majesty. It was an 
object so dear to me, that I begged Italinsky to urge it to you, 
as soon after your arrival at Naples as possible ; for I did not 
expect such a happy event, on which I most cordially, and 
from my heart, rejoice with your Excellency. Let us go to- 
gether to Malta. Let us unite all our means to place the 
Grand Master in La Valetta. Russia, England, and Naples, 
are pledged to do it ; let it be our business to redeem that 
pledge ; and ever believe me, with all the openness of heart, 
your Excellency’s most faithful Brothcr-in-Arms, 

Bbonte Nelson. 

G 9 , 
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TO CHEVALIER ITALINSKY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 1st, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

From what I have heard, there must have been some mistake 
relative to the orders of the excellent Commodore Troubridge. 
I thought, and so did Sir William, that I had fully explained 
the orders of the Commodore — approved on the 1st of August 
by His Sicilian Majesty, and perfectly, as I believed, under- 
stood by the Cardinal. The troops under Bouchard, marching 
into the then (but now, thank God, Papal State !) Roman 
State, was a part of the plan. How fortunate that they did 
not wait ! What a happy combination of circumstances ! By 
less than two hours, and the Roman State would have been in 
the hands of another Power ; and Russia, England, and Naples, 
would have had nothing to do with it. Nothing but God’s 
Providence ordained it, on which I rejoice with you, with all 
my soul. I look upon Troubridge’s activity as a happy event 
for Italy. May God continue to prosper us ! Assure Admiral 
Ouschakoff, from your knowledge of me, that 1 have only in 
view to finish the war, and to see every Prince in possession 
of his Government ; and the time is now arrived tliat every 
nerve must be strained for the speedy restoration of the Grand 
Master of Malta in La Valetta. Nothing shall be wanting on 
my part. I long to see you, and have much to say, but I have 
not one hour given me to write my letters to Naples. Sir 
William and Lady Hamilton join me in kindest respects and 
good wishes, and I beg you will believe me ever your attached 
and obliged friend, Biionte Nelson. 

I have mislaid the copy of my last letter ; pray send me a 
copy of it. 


TO THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

[Letter Book.] % 

Palermo, November Ist, 1799. 
Sir, 

We have nothing new here from any quarter. Troops are 
preparing for the siege of Malta, which, by vigorous exertions; 
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I hope will soon fall to the Allies. Should any public event 
occur, your Excellency may rest assured that I shall inform 
you of it as expeditiously as possible. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMISSIONER INGLEFIELD, GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

ralermo, November 2iul, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

You will send such stores as may be a fair proportion for 
the Tigre and Theseus ; but we are all stripped to the skin. 
We are preparing for the siege of Malta, and are anxiously 
waiting the arrival of General Fox, without whose assistance 
all our hopes would fail. Sir William and Lady Hamilton are 
better than they have been, and always speak of you with the 
most affectionate regard. Make my best respects to the 
General, and believe me, dear Sir, your obliged and sincere 
friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALI'V. 

[Original, in tlic Admiralty.] 

ralermo, November 3rd, 1790. 

Sir, 

Having arranged a proper force for the protection and 
comfort of Minorca, and given such directions as were neces- 
sary for the refitting of the Ships at the Arsenal, &c., I sailed 
from Mahon on the 17 th, and, in my route falling in with the 
Minotaur, I arrived here with her on the 21st, where I found 
letters from Captain Ball, who acts as Governor of the Island 
of Malta, and from the Marquis de Niza, who commands the 
blockade, giving me an account of the deplorable state of the 
inhabitants, particularly of those who have borne arms, having 
no pay to support themselves, or clothes, &c. And fearing 
that the French should make a sortie in their present state, 
and from the Marquis saying that his orders were so strong 
from his Court for the return of the Portuguese Squadron to 
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Lisbon, that he could not much longer justify the disobedience, 
and of course he must withdraw the 400 men landed at Malta 
from that Island. If this was to take place, and we conse- 
quently obliged to keep afloat, it would take more time and 
loss of men (if possible to effect it) to regain our present 
advantageous positions for the attack of La Valetta, than it 
wwild at this moment to take the Town. I have been with 
General Acton to advance some money for the support of the 
people bearing arms, to my knowledge, because it has been by 
my application alone that Ilis Sicilian Majesty has granted the 
money, (taken, for it was nowhere else to l^e had, from his 
children,) and it was, and is I hope, to be replaced by the 
money promised by Lord Grenville to the Marquis de (hr- 
cello. The enormous expenses incurred within the last eight 
months have drawn the King’s chest very low ; but Ilis Ma- 
jesty has never failed giving everything I could ask. I hope 
General Fox will agree to the arrangement made by General 
Sir James St. Clair and myself, fora cordial co-operation with 
the Russian Admiral and General, toeffect this im[)ortant object. 
Malta has not yet been relieved, and I have sent the Fou- 
droyant and Minotaur to assist in the blockade. I have again 
requested General Sir James St. Clair to order the garrison 
of Messina to Malta, in order to hold ourpresent advantageous 
positions until a proper force can be collected to attack it. I 
have wrote to the Russian Admiral, urging the measure with 
all my power, and I hope he will sec the force of my reasoning, 
as he ought to be satisfied I can have no object in view but 
the speedy restoration of the Grand Master and the Order. 
Nothing shall be wanting, I can assure you, on my part, to 
conciliate the affections of the Officers of His Majesty’s Allies, 
and if any ditficulties arise, to leave the matter open for the 
amicable settlement of the Courts. Ever believe me. Sir, &c.. 

Nelson. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GRAND VIZIR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 4tb, 1709. 

Sir, 

I was yesterday honoured with your Excellency’s letter ^ of 
September 9th, in which you announce to me that his Imperial 
Majesty had been pleased to order me a Medallion, which his 
Majesty desired I would wear, as a mark of his pleasure for 
my conduet to Osman Hadji, and for the interest which I take 
in the prosperity of the Sublime Porte. I entreat that your 
Excellency will present, with the most profound gratitude, my 
thanks to the Emperor for this new and distinguished honour 
conferred upon me. I have placed it on my coat, on the left 
side, over my heart. I cannot say, however flattering this 
mark of favour is to me, that I can in any manner serve the 
Sublime Porte more than I have done, for it has ever been 
with all my soul; but this mark of favour shows, in the 
strongest light, that the smallest services are watched, and most 
magnificently rewarded, by his Imperial Majesty, whose life 
may God prolong, with health and every other earthly happi- 
ness ; and may he give me opportunities of showing my 
gratitude, by risking my life for the preservation of the 
smallest grain of sand belonging to the Ottoman Empire, and 
may the enemies of his Imperial Majesty fall into dust by the 
wise councils of your Excellency. 

Respecting the force employed in Egypt, it is now far 
superior to all the Naval force of the Enemy, it consisting of 
two Sail of the Line and a fine Corvette ; but Lord Elgin will 
join me in assuring your Excellency, that if more force is 
necessary in those seas, it shall instantly be sent. But to 
keep a large Naval force there would be useless, and, indeed, 
do harm to the Common Cause, by preventing so complete a 
blockade of the French and Spanish ports. I have just ordered 
four Gun-boats, taken by that excellent Officer Sir Sidney 
Smith, to be purchased, as has been represented to me they 
may be usefiil in the Nile. I am just going to the siege of La 
Valetta, and to satis^" the Sublime Porte of my wishes to com- 


* A tmrfalion of that I^etter is in Clarke an4 M‘Artlmr. 
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ply with its desires, the moment the French are driven out 
of Malta, I will send to Egypt two more Corvettes. May 
Almighty God prosper all your Excellency’s councils, is, and 
shall ever be, the fervent prayer of your obliged and faithful 
servant, Bronte Nelson. 

Abdur Ahmed has executed his commission in a manner 
highly honourable to the dignity of his Imperial Majesty and 
your Excellency, and most pleasing to me ; and I beg leave to 
recommend him to your notice. 


TO riis EXCELLENCY THE CAPITAN PACHA. 

[Letter Book.] 

Palermo, November 4;tb, 1709. 

Sir, 

I was honoured yesterday by your Excellency’s letter, by 
the gentleman who brought the magnificent present of his 
Imperial Majesty. Could anything increase my desire of 
showing my attachment to the Sublime Porte, the goodness of 
the Emperor would insure it, but that is impossible. 

I long for the time when I may make a personal acquaintance 
with your Excellency ; and I assure you till then I shall be happy 
in uniting my councils and services for the benefit of the Com- 
mon Cause, and for the destruction of the French. I congratu- 
late your Excellency on the total defeat of the French Army in 
Switzerland : 35,000 men are killed and prisoners to General 
Suwarrow. I am collecting a force of troops to besiege La 
Valetta, and hope soon to drive the French out of Malta, when 
more Ships, if necessary, shall be sent to Egypt. I again beg 
leave to recommend Admiral Cadir Bey to your notice. lie 
is a good Officer, and appears a truly good man. His Ship 
was in particularly fine order. All the Admirals and Captains 
were my friends ; and did the service of our two Sovereigns 
call upon us to act together, I am sure we should be like 
brothers. ^ 

I am much pleased with, and was highly gratified by, the 
manner in which he spoke of your Excellency’s head, and 
goodness of heart. With every sentiment of regard and afifec- 
tion, believe me your Excellency’s Brother-in- Arms. 

Bronte Nelson. 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF ELGIN. 
[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 4tli, 1799. 

My Lord, 

Having yesterday received such a mark of the Grand Sig- 
nior’s favour, I have been puzzled how to express myself pro- 
perly. I must, therefore, trust to your Excellency’s goodness 
in supplying my deficiency of language. The Vizir wishes 
for more force in Egypt ; it is natural for him to do so, as 
none but our countrymen render the Porte any service. Your 
Lordship knows I have not Frigates or Corvettes enough for 
the common service of the Mediterranean ; at the same time, 
to second your endeavours for the success of your important 
mission, a Corvette shall be found, and after the fall of La 
Valetta, two ; but the French ought to be out of Egypt 
before that time, or even this. We have nothing new here 
since I wrote you a few days ago. In any manner in which I 
can be useful, pray tell me, and I shall be happy in assuring 
your Lordship with what respect I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY J. SPENCER SMITH, ESQ., CONSTANTINOPLE, 

[Letter- Book.] 

PtUermo, November 4th, 1799. 

My dear Sir, 

I am penetrated by your kindness, and can truly assure you 
how much I wish to make your acquaintance. Accept again 
and again my thanks for all your goodness to me, both public 
and private. What a voyage — from September 9th to Novem- 
ber 3rd I I have not got a force, even was it necessary, to send 
at this moment into Egypt ; for Lord Keith carried off all he 
could lay his hands upon. Your excellent brother will find 
me everything he can wish his Commanding Officer to be, 
and should the French not be extirpated in Egypt before they 
are in Malta, I will send him two more Corvettes. The 
Turkish Corvette has only reached Messina, being leaky; 
hut I hope she will be able to carry this gentleman back to 
Constantinople. As he leaves this place to-morrow, I have 
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sent to get some Sherry wine and sugar ; but as to Madeira, 
or Claret, there is not a drop of such even in this Island, or in 
all Italy. Only tell me in what I can be useful to you, and I 
shall have great pleasure in assuring you, by fact, that I feel 
myself your most obliged friend, 

Bronte Nelson, 

Remember me affectionately to your brother, when you 
write. I have just sent him a large cargo of good things. 


TO THE RIGITI llON. EAUL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter- BookJ 

]\Xy dear Lord, Palermo, November (Itli, J700. 

I had entertained sanguine hopes that trooj^s would have 
been obtained from Minorca to join the Russians in the 
attack of Malta; but that hope is much diminished by a letter 
from General Sir Janies St. Clair, writing me word that the 
28th Regiment was ordered for England, and that he expected 
General Fox every moment, and that [tillj he was here, the 
General would not, on any consideration, break his orders for 
any object. 

Much as 1 approve of strict obedience to orders — even to a 
(\)urt- Martial to inquire whether the abject justified the 
measure — yet to say that an Officer is never, for any object, 
to alter his orders, is what I cannot comprehend. The cir- 
cumstances of this w^ar so often vary, that an Officer has 
almost every moment to consider — What would my superiors 
direct, did they know what is passing under my nose ? The 
great object of the war is — Dowji^ down with the French! To 
accomplish this, every nerve, and by both Services, ought to 
be strained. My heart is, I assure you, almost broke with 
that and other things. The moment I get General Fox’s 

answer 'for General St. Clair cannot lend me even 

the garrison of Messina, to hold the pos^ occupied by our and 
the Portuguese Marines, till a force can be collected to attack 
it properly. If I am obliged to withdraw from the shore of 
the Island, what a thorn it will remain to our trade and to our 
Allies I It will require a constant succession of good Ships, 


* Sic. 
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which are very scarce with me, to cruize off it ; and if the 
Enemy get supplies in, wo may bid adieu to Malta. This 
would complete my misery; for I am afraid I take all services 
too much to heart. The accomplishing of them is my study, 
night and day. 

The services of Captain Ball will not, I am confident, be 
forgot by you, but I feel sensible that my pen is far unequal to 
do justice to the merit of my friends; for could I have 
described the wonderful merit of Sir Thomas Troubridge and 
his gallant party in the Kingdom of Naples — how he placed 
his battery, as he would his Ship, close alongside the Enemy 
— how the French Commander said, ‘This man fancies he is on 
board Ship — this is not the mode a General would adopt;’ in 
what a few days this band went to the siege of Capua, 
where, whatever was done, was done by the English and 
Portuguese, for the Russians would Jight, but not work. The 
Neapolitan corps were in air, and 600 Swiss were all who 
Troubridge could depend upon. If I had, as their Chief, a 
looker-on, a pen to describe their extraordinary merits, 
they would not be diminished by the comparison of our 
success in Holland, or by the gallant exertions of my friend, 
Sidney Smith — of whose zeal, judgment, and gallantry, no 
man is more sensible tjian myself — and been equally entitled 
to the thanks of their Country, by its representatives in 
Parliament. A few days ago, a gentleman from the Grand 
Signior came here with letters for me, ancl also a magnificent 
diamond Star, in the centre of which, on a blue enamel, is the 
Crescent and a Star. It is desired by the Grand Signior, that 
I will wear it on my breast. I have, therefore, attached it to 
niy coat, over the Star of the Order of the Bath. This is sent 
simply as a mark of his — {iniperfecLl 


TO ins EXCELLENCY J. SPENCER SMITH, ESg. 


[From a Copy ^ Uie Nelson Papers.] 

Palermo, Cili November, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you a cask of sugar, such as I think you mean by 
saying prize-sugar: I would also have sent loaf-sugar, but it 
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is not to be had any more than Sherry. Had the Foudroyant 
been here, I should have sent you a cask, which I will not 
omit the first opportunity, as it always gives me pleasure to 
execute your commissions. I send you a paper of 27th 
September, which may not have reached you. In it you will 
see the honourable and deserving manner in which your 
gallant brother is mentioned. I hope Cadir Bey will be 
perfectly satisfied with his reception; he appears a good man. 
I am thinned of Ships : seven Sail of the Line since I wrote 
last, besides Frigates and Sloops. Believe me, my dear Sir, 
your obliged friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO LADY NELSON. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. i231.] 

7tL November, 1790. 

Since my arrival from Minorca, my task here has still con- 
tinued arduous ; for I cannot get the General at Minorca to 
give me some troops for the service of Malta, and I have not 
force enough to attack it. One day or other I shall rest 
from all my labours. I still find it good to serve near home, 
there a man’s fag and services are easily seen ; next to that, 
is writing a famous account of your own actions. Yours, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE ISLAND OF MALTA. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Palermo, November 7th, 1709. 

My dear Ball, 

I am anxiously waiting the answer from Minorca to my last 
very strong application, at least for the Garrison of Messina, 
till we can get troops to attack the place. The moment the 
which, 1 own, I expect will be unfavourable to 
our wishes, I intend to go to Naples, to see what the Austrians 
will do, and his Sicilian Majesty will send some men; and if, 
after all our exertions, we should be forced to give up the idea 
of anything beyond the blockade, it is none of our fault. I 
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trust that Niza will not take a man from the shore till I can 
get my answers, and communicate them. Lord Spencer, in a 
late letter, says, ‘and that Malta has also fallen before the 
meritorious and unparalleled vigilance and exertion of Captain 
Ball, who has, indeed, shown himself worthy of the friendship 
with which you have honoured him.’ I only send this, my dear 
Ball, to show I do not forget my friends. As to honouring 
you, that is not in my power ; but to render you justice is my 
duty. I have this day wrote to the Emperor of Russia, Grand 
Master of Malta, requesting for you the Order of Malta ; for I 
have never had any answer from Sir Charles Whitworth to the 
former application, therefore I have now gone to the fountain 
head. The Grand Signior has again manifested his friendship 
for me by sending a diamond Star, in the centre of which, on 
blue enamel, is a Crescent and Star ; and I have called myself 
‘ First Knight of the Order of the Crescent.’ I know, my 
dear Sir, that no jealousy reigns in your breast, and that what- 
ever honours are heaped on me, give you pleasure. Captain 
Stephenson is just come out to the Princess Charlotte — poor 
Hardy, consequently, turned adrift ! You will have the Fri- 
gate off Malta. I send you some papers ; and believe me ever 
your obliged and affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Paleniio, November 7tb, 1790. 

My dear Marquis, 

' I every moment expect the answers from Minorca. Ball 
will show you my letter to him of my intentions. I only beg 
that you will not take a man from the Island till my directions 
can get to you of the future measures necessary to be taken. 
But if your Ship wants to come here before that time, leave 
the command with Captain Louis, giving all your Ships orders 
for that purpose ; but again I desire you will not draw one 
person from the shore. The Grand Signior has just created 
me first Knight of the Imperial Order of the Crescent, and 
sent me a diamond Star. 

We have reports of our check in Holland, September 19th, 
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and of our complete victory on the 24th;’* also of Suwarrow’s 
success on the 10th and 11th October — 8000 killed, 20,000 
prisoners, 15,000 of which laid down their arras in a body — 
Massena carried off in a car, wounded. The loss of the 
Russians 9000, of which 1000 were Officers — Suwarrow 
wounded.® But we have no official accounts. From Spain we 
know that the Spanish Ambassador is fled from Paris, and that 
an insurrection had taken place in Paris. All will end well. 
Adieu, iny dear Marquis, and believe me ever your obliged 
friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO EV^AN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIHALl ^ \ 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, NovemlMM* Pth, 170U. 

Sir, 

This letter, with all my dispatches, will be delivered to you 
by Captain Thomas Masterman Hardy, who has been iny 
Captain from the Battle of the Nile till October 13tb, when 
he was superseded by Sir Edward Berry. I beg leave to re- 
commend him to their Lordships in the strongest manner, as 
one of the best Officers in Ilis Majesty’s Service, and to refer 
to him for the particular state of the Ships under iny com- 
mand, and of my own situation in this Country, certainly a 
very extraordinary one ; for if I move they think the Country 
in danger, and that they arc abandoned. If my Flag is in a 
Transport, they seem contented. Believe me. Sir, &c,. 

Nelson. 

TO JUS KOVAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[Lettor Book.] 

Piilunno, Otli NovemlM-T, 170U. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to present to your Royal Highness, Captain 
Hardy, late of the Foudroyant, an Officer of the most dis- 

* Thft success of tlio !irmy in Holland here alluded to, occurtod on the ‘2n(l of 
Octol»er. Vide London Gazette ’ of the 8th and 13th of 0ct6ber, 1799. 

* Thi» report wM without any foundation. 
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tinguishcd merits and therefore highly worthy of your notice. 
He will tell you of all my arduous work in this Country, and 
that all my anxiety is at present taken up with the desire of 
possessing Malta. But I fear, notwithstanding all my exer* 
tions, that I shall not get any British troops from Minorca, 
without which the business will be prolonged, perhaps 
till it is relieved, when all the force we can collect would be 
of little use against the strongest place in Europe. I am 
anxiously waiting the arrival of General Fox, and hope he will 
not consider the order for the removal of one or two Regi- 
ments, of such great consequence as the reduction of Malta, 
by keeping them for two months longer in the Mediterranean. 
On the one hand, they must, in England, or on the Continent, 
be like a drop of water in the ocean. By staying here, and 
employed, they would liberate us from our Enemy close to our 
door, gratify the Emperor of Russia, protect our Levant trade, 
and relieve a Squadron of our Ships from this service ; besides 
giving us one 80-gun Ship, two 40-gun Frigates, a Maltese 
new Ship of the lane ready for sea, and two Frigates. With 
these in the scale, I cannot comprehend that a inoment can be 
lost in deciding ; but. Sir, I find few think as I do — but to 
obey orders is all perfection 1 To serve my King, and to destroy 
the French, I consider as the great order of all, from which 
little ones spring ; and if one of these little ones militate 
against it, (for, who can tell exactly at a distance ?) I go back 
to obey the great order and object, to down^ down with the 
damned French villains. Excuse my warmth; but my blood 
boils at the name of a Frenchman. 1 hate them all — Royalists 
and Republicans. 

'My late letters from Egypt arc, that Sir Sidney Smith is 
hurt at the notorious cowardice and want of discipline in the 
Turkish army, and I find that General Koehler^ docs not 
approve of such irregular proceedings as Naval Officers at- 
tacking and defending Fortifications. We have but one idea 
— to get close alongside. None but a sailor would have placed 
a battery only a hundred and eighty yards from the Castle of 
St. Elmo; a soldier must have gone according to art, and the 
ZZ way; my brave Sir Thomas Troubridge went straight, for 


Vide vol. i. p. o. 
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we had no time to spare. Your Royal Highness will not 
believe that I mean to lessen the conduct of the Army ; I have 
the highest respect for them all ; but General Koehler should 
not have wrote such a paragraph in his letter : it conveyed a 
jealousy, which I dare say is not in his disposition. 

May health and every blessing attend your Royal Highness 
is the constant prayer of your attached and obliged servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, November 10th, 1701). 

Sir, 

Yesterday the Vincejo Brig, who I had sent to look into 
Toulon on the 16th, joined me with an account that the two 
Venetian Ships armee en flute, two Frigates and two Cor- 
vettes sailed from Toulon on the 1 6th, in the evening, loaded 
with provisions; and that the Genereux and three Frigates, 
one the Ettiani [?] of 56 guns, were ready for sea. As Captain 
Long judged Malta their object, he made sail for that Island 
and gave the Marquis de Niza that information. As I have 
placed for the moment nine Sail of the Line, one Frigate, and 
three Corvettes in the track to that Island, I hope they cannot 
relieve it ; for if they do, we shall have all to begin again, and 
I believe worse, for we shall be drove off the Island ; but it 
has been no fault of the Navy that it has not been attacked 
by land, but we have neither the means ourselves, or the in- 
fluence with others who have the power. 

Reports say the Ships are put into Ville Franche. I have 
sent the Penelope to look after them, for she is the only 
Frigate I have really fit to go to sea (besides the Phaeton at 
Constantinople.) The Russians are supposed to have a Squad- 
ron on the Coast of Genoa, but I cannot depend, nor would 
I have their Lordships, on any operations but by English 
Ships. Marquis de Niza will be forccS to quit his station in 
a week, for his Squadron cannot keep the sea like ours. I 
assure their Lordships nothing shall be wanting on my part 
to get hold of these gentry, and I am sure of the exertion of 
all under my command. I am, &c.. 


Nelson. 
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TO SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART., OR THE COMMANDING 
OFFICER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AT MINORCA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 10th, 1799. 

My dear Troubridge, 

The miserable situation of the Minotaur makes it absolutely 
necessary for her to go to Minorca to re-fit, and it must be 
done in the best manner we are able, but should it be impos- 
sible to re-fit her there, she must go to Gibraltar without loss 
of time ; and when re-fitted, join me as soon as possible, un- 
less Admiral Duckworth should require her services down the 
Mediterranean. I am almost in desperation about Malta. If 
our General cannot help us nor the Russians, I see only that 
we must abandon the Island, and confine ourselves to a sea- 
blockade. I am anxious to see you here, that you may relieve 
Niza and the Portuguese, for they must come away. Ever 
yours faithfully, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, lltli November, 17 99. 

My dear Marquis, 

I am afraid the French Ships are put into Ville Franche, 
and will not as yet come to pay you a visit. If they do, I have 
no doubt but you will take them all. I send you the Princess 
Charlotte ; she may be of some use, although not to be calcu- 
lated as an English-manned Frigate. I am wanting the Fou- 
droyant very much, therefore, if she has not left you before 
this letter gets to you, pray send her to me. I expect the 
Russian Admiral’s answer every moment, but I beg you will 
not draw a man from the Island till you have my directions. 
Ever believe me, my dear Marquis, your sincere and faithful 
friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


VOL. IV. 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. LORD MINTO. 
[Autograpli, in the Hiuto Papers.] 


Palermo, November lltli, 1799. 

My clear Lord, 

I beg leave to introduce my friend Captain Hardy to your 
notice ; he was Lieutenant with Cockburn in the Meleager 
and Minerve. He will tell you precisely our state here. 
When you have read the letters, be so good as to direct their 
being sealed and delivered to Captain Hardy. I am all 
anxiety about Malta ; I want the Army to help me, but I 
cannot yet succeed. Pray tell me if I can do anything for 
you here ; if so, you have only to command, for believe me, 
as ever, your attached and affectionate friend, 

BiiONTK Nelson. 


You will know the Goliath is sailed for England ; George,'^ 
a thorough seaman, and perfectly well. 


TO MAJOR-GENERAL SIR JAMES ST. CLAIR ERSKINE, RART.’^ 
[From a Copy in the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, November 1700. 

My dear Sir James, 

I am uneasy at not having yet had answers to my last 
letter of October 26 th by the Salamine ; therefore I must in 
duty again state the very great importance of driving the 
French out of Malta, and endeavour to impress my opinion by 
such arguments as offer themselves to my mind. I consider 
the great order of all (implied by the commencement of the 
war) is to destroy the power of the French ; to accomplish 
this in the quietest and easiest way, is the object of all lesser 
orders ; and if it can be proved that a breach of the lesser 
order is a more strict compliance witl^ the former, then then' 
can be no doubt of the duty of the breach of the lesser order. 

* Jhe pic.s«m Honourable Rear-Admiral George ElioU, C.B. 

^ Addresfod to Sir James St. Clair Erskine, but it came to the hands of Gcner..i 
the Hon. Henry Fox, who had arrived at Minorca in the interim, and taken tb 
command of the troops. 
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I will suppose two Regiments ordered to England from 
Minorca^ — certainly they not knowing of the important object 
of possessing Malta to us and our Allies^ and probably believ- 
ing, from reports, that La Valetta would fall to the present 
force employed against it, — the detaining these two Regiments 
for two months would probably, with the assistance of the Rus- 
sians, give us Malta, liberate us from an Enemy close to our 
door, gratify the Emperor of Russia, protect our Levant trade, 
relieve a large Squadron of Ships from this service, and enable 
me the better to afford Naval protection to the Island of 
Minorca, and assist our Allies on the Northern coast of Italy, 
and to annoy the Enemy on the Coast of France. It would 
give us one 80-gun Ship, two 40-gun Frigates, French, besides 
a new Maltese 70-gun Ship and two Frigates, all ready for 
sea. With these in the scale against sending away the two 
Regiments, can there be a doubt as to the propriety of keep- 
ing them a little longer ? In England or on the Continent, 
they would be like a drop of water in the ocean, and here 
they would be of the importance I have pointed out. I 
earnestly hope that you and General Foi will see the object 
in the same way as I do ; if unhappily yo^ do not, nor can 
allow the garrison of Messina to hold post in Malta till a 
force can be got to attack it, the worst consequences may be 
apprehended to our trade and that of our Allies. I have not 
yet received answers from the Russian Admiral and General 
at Naples. The weather has been so very bad. God forbid 
we should be obliged to give up the idea of taking La Valetta, 
only the thought of it almost breaks my heart. 

I have so many Ships looking out for the Ships which sailed 
from Toulon the 16th October, that I do not think they can 
easily get to Malta. I beg that this letter, if General Fox is 
with you, may be considered as addressed to him as yourself; 
and ever believe me, with great truth and regard, your obliged 
friend, 


Nelson. 
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TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE VICTUALLING BOARD. 


[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 1799. 

Gentlemen, 

I have received by post your answer to my letter from the 
Bay of Naples, in which you beg me to accept your acknow- 
ledgments for the trouble I had taken in investigating the 
report made by Mr. Lock, on the subject of the purchase of 
fresh beef. 1 must own, that I conceived your letter couched 
in terms of such coldness, as a little surprised me ; but it was 
not till this moment of the departure of Captain Hardy, that 
I have heard a report, circulated by Mr. Lock, that you had 
received a letter from him on this subject, and that you had 
thanked him for having saved Government 40 per cent If it 
is true, which I cannot believe, that you have wrote Mr. 
Lock any letters on this subject, I desire to say, and not to be 
misunderstood, that the conduct of the Board is very repre- 
hensible, and scandalous in its treatment to me, the Com- 
manding Officer of his Majesty’s Fleet in the Mediterranean. 
I hope you will send these expressions to our superiors, the 
Board of Admiralty ; for if it is true, which I cannot believe, 
it would make it more scandalous not to have sent me copies 
of these letters. I will never, for any power on earth, retract 
a syllable of what I have wrote in this letter. I defy any 
insinuations against my honour. Nelson is* as far from 
doing a scandalous or mean action as the heavens are above 
the earth. I will now tell you the result of the inquiry of an 
honest man, a faithful servant of his King and Country, was, 
(from the papers I sent to your Board,) that the accusation of 
Mr. Lock was malicious and scandalous ; and if any Board or 
individual apply any softer terms to the papers sent you by me, 
I desire to apply the same terms to them. 

I have ever treated all Boards, and every individual, with 
the greatest respect and consideration ; but when my honour, 
or that of my brave friends is concerned, I will never stop till 
the examination is made; for Mr. Lock would not, or could not, 
which I believe,) but both are equally criminal, bring forward 
any single point of accusation. I therefore demand that you 
will direct (subject to my inspection) a strict and impartial 
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inquiry to be made into this saving of 40 per cent. I have 
only to observe, that Mr. Lock never made any complaint of 
the price, until I wrote a Note to say that I should not inter- 
fere in the purchase — that he that sold the best and cheapest, 
would, of course, be the seller.' I have desired Captain Hardy 
to call on your Board on this subject, as he was Captain of 
the Foudroyant at this time, and knows perfectly my opinion 
of Mr. Lock. I had every inclination to serve him, but never 
at the expense of the State, by giving a monopoly against a 
competition. I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson.' 


TO CHARLES LOCK, ESQ., CONSUL, NAPLES. 


[Letter Book.] 


Paleimo, November Kith, l'J99. 

Sir, 

You having told Sir William Hamilton that your conduct 
respecting the purchase of fresh beef had not been disapproved 
of at home, and, as Captain Hardy understood you, that you 
had been thanked for saving Government 40 per cent., I do, 
therefore, in consequence of these reports circulated by you, 
demand in my situation as Commanding his Majesty’s Fleet 
in the Mediterranean, from you, as his Majesty’s Consul for 
the Kingdom of Naples, copies of all Public letters^ which you 
have wrote respecting the Fleet under my command, and of 
all the answers which you have received to those letters, in 
order that I may know w'hat steps it may be proper for me 
to take. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


’ Vide vol. iii. p. 420. 

• The Commissioner of the Victualling Board, in reply to this letter, on the 20th 
of December, said, “ After declaring to your Lordship that we never had any corre- 
spondence with Mr. Lock on the subject to which it relates, we submit to your 
Lordship’s own reflection the manner in which you have thought proper to arraign 
the conduct of this Board merely upon a rumour, the authenticity of which you 
twice profess yourself to disbelieyc.”«»Or<^/;iaf in the Nelson Papers. 

* Mr. Lock complied with this demand. Vide p. 129, infra. 
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TO COMMISSIONER INGLEFIELD, GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 16th, 1700. 

My dear Sir, 

I have sent everything from the Foudroyant to the Ships in 
Egypt, for no other Ship has any stores ; therefiJre you will be 
so good as to ship the proportion of stores demanded in such 
Ship as the Commanding Sea-ofl5cer may appoint. I can 
only say, my dear Commissioner, that we are all in distress, 
and I know not who is in the best state. I am in desperation 
about Malta^ and know not which way to turn. I look 
anxiously towards Minorca, and the Russians, at Naples ; for 
you know the importance of getting Malta from the French. 
As this is what I call a flying letter, I have only to say what 
is truth and comes from the heart, is, that I am your sincere 
and affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

I must beg your assistance in getting the ordnance stores 
forwarded also. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS DE NIZA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 16th November, 1790. 

My dear Marquis, 

I have this moment received your letters by the Foudroyant, 
of the 6th and 7th, which I have sent to General Acton, and 
I hope the mast will be immediately ordered for the Principe 
Real. I trust that Commodore Troubridge will be soon 
here, when I shall send him to relieve you ; for I am, I can 
assure you, perfectly sensible of your exertion, and loyal and 
proper disobedience of the orders of his Royal Highness, who, 
I am sure, as a faithful and attached Allv of my most gracious 
Sovereign, will highly approve [of itj I hope that the 
General at Minorca, and also the Russian Admiral and 
General at Naples, will soon send you suffleient force for the 
reduction of La Valetta, and place the Grand Master firmly 
in his seat. A brig is said to be in sight. 
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November 17 th. — The brig is from Naples: 3000 Russians 
would sail for Malta on the 17th, therefore, for Heaven’s sake, 
do not take a man from the Island till their arrival. I expect 
also the troops from Minorca; and I should wish, for your 
sake, that your Marines could be left. It would, I am sure, 
flatter the Prince of Brazil, to have an opportunity of assist- 
ing in placing the Grand Master ii\ Malta. I would not 
have this matter of the Russians being so near, talked of, as it 
is possible, as a last effort, the garrison may not only make a 
sortie and destroy our battery, but drive us from the Island ; 
therefore tlic more private this account is kept the better. I 
expect every moment Commodore Troubridge, who shall 
instantly come to your relief. Your Excellency’s conduct as an 
Officer and as a man, in every situation, has been most grate- 
ful to my feelings ; but your conduct since you have been off 
Malta, will stamp your character as a Sea-officer, second to 
none in Europe. If it is of any value, you have my warmest 
gratitude for your support of me on every occasion ; and 
believe me, for ever, my dear Marquis, your affectionate 
friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY LE CHEVALIER LIZAKOVITZ. 


(Letter-Book. The FouilroyaiU having returned to Palermo on tlie 17ih of 
November, Lord Nelson’s Flag was rehoisted on board of her.] 

Palermo, ITtli November, 1700. 

Dear Sir, 

‘ I know not how to suffieiently thank your Exeellency for 
all your kindness towards me, for I never receive any details 
from Tuscany but from you. I earnestly hope that Prince 
Suwarrow will be completely successful in Switzerland, and 
that we shall be the same in Holland. I then think the war 
must be brought to a happy issue. My great object now is to see 
the French drove out of LaValettn, and the illustrious Grand 
Master in quiet possession. For this purpose I have been to 
Minorca, to arrange with our Generals a plan of operations 
with the Russian Admiral and General at Naples. As yet I 
have had no answer from Naples, but I look for it every 
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moment. All our affairs in this Island are exactly as you left 
us. The King has been a little unwell, but is now perfectly 
recovered. Sir William and Lady Hamilton feel equally 
obliged as myself for all your most interesting letters. We 
beg our best respects to Madame Lizakovitz, and believe me, 
dear Sir, your Excellency’s most obliged 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[Letter Book.] 

Palermo, November 18tb, 1799. 

The moment I can get a Corvette she shall carry the 
Consul to Tunis ; therefore be so good as to keep him ready 
at a moment’s warning. Your Excellency’s last observation, 
about a new disposition when Malta is taken, that the Flag of 
the Order is to be hoisted instead of the three Flags, appears to 
convey that my sentiments of respect for his Sicilian Majesty’s 
flag were lessened. I send you two papers, on which my 
order to good Captain Ball was founded. If I have erred, it 
is not too late to call back my order, and if you think so, I 
shall be happy to meet your Excellency, and the Ministers of 
England and Russia, on this subject. There is not, I can 
assure you, that man on earth, who would so strongly unite 
the two Monarchs whom we serve as myself, and may perdition 
seize the wretch who would do the least thing towards lessening 
that harmony ! And could it ever happen that any English 
Minister wanted to make me an instrument of hurting the 
feelings of his Sicilian Majesty, I would give up my com- 
mission sooner than do it. I am open to your Excellency, 
and I think you are so to me. The interest of our Sovereigns 
requires it, and I am sure that we both only think of uniting 
the Courts of London and Naples still closer together. I am 
placed in such a situation — a Subject of one King by birth, 
and, as far as is consistent with my allegiaiice to that King, a 
voluntary Subject of his Sicilian Majesty — that if any man 
attempted to separate my two Kings, by all that is sacred, I 
should consider even putting that man to death as a meri- 
torious act. Therefore, my dear Sir John, never, never for a 
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moment think that I am capable of doing anything but en- 
deavouring to exalt the glory of their Sicilian Majesties ; and 
believe me, my dear Sir, with the sincerest esteem and 
affection, your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO CAFl’AIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE MALTESE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November lOtli, 1799. 

My dear Ball, 

The Chevalier Italinsky will be with you in a few days — 
probably before the arrival of the Russian troops. He is the 
second Minister from the Emperor of Russia to this Court, 
or Corresponding Minister, through whom everything relative 
to the Fleet and Army passes. He has a proclamation to pub- 
lish at a proper time. You knew him, I believe, at Naples. 
He is an old acquaintance of Sir William’s, and a worthy, 
good, and able Minister; and you will ever, I am confident, 
experience his friendship and just way of thinking. 

The troops going against Malta, will, of course, be main- 
tained at the expense of their respective Sovereigns ; but the 
Maltese, till the restoration of the Order (at least) by the 
three Powers of Russia, England, and Naples. I shall give 
the Chevalier Italinsky a letter to you when he goes, and he 
will explain to you our conferences with General Acton. 
Ever, my dear Ball, your affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO SIR JAMES ST. CLAIR ERSKINE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Pideniio, 20tli November, 1799. 

My dear Sir James, 

The movement of the Russians towards Malta only acts as 
an additional reason for the troops from Minorca going 
straight to Malta, instead of coming to Palermo, that the 
business may be soon settled ; and does not take away from 
me my argument respecting the two Regiments. Ever, my 
dear Sir James, your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK. 

[Letter-Book.] 

I’lJeinio, November 22nd, 179ft. 

My dear Lord, 

By your last letter from Trieste, I take for granted you 
are with the Austrian army, under the command of the Baron 
Melas. We are anxious to hear of the success of our friend 
Suwarrow. Although I never had the pleasure of seeing him, 
yet, as an individual of Europe, I love, honour, and respect 
him. Others may love the great hero — Nelson loves the man, 
for I hear that he despises wealth, if it stands in the road to 
fame. The corps of Russians is just about sailing for Malta, and 
I hope that our Generals at Minorca will give a part of that gar- 
rison to assist in the capture of Malta. Our Squadron have had 
a blockade by sea and land, for more than a year past ; but we 
have never had a force to commence a regular siege. But I 
now hope to sec an end put to our truly hard service. The 
Royal Family do not return to Naples till after the capture of 
Ancona, which I am looking for every day, when both Sir 
William Hamilton and myself, think they will go to Naples 
as soon as possible. At home the Admiralty think, and na- 
turally, that the Russian Squadron, eleven Sail of the Line, 
besides Frigates and (Corvettes, would look out on the Coast 
of Genoa ; but in truth their Ships have not the ability of 
keeping on that Coast in the winter season, and I regret that 
at present I have not Ships enough for that service. I beg 
you will assure Baron Melas, that wdienevcr he approaches 
the Coast, I will endeavour, at the expense of cramping other 
services, to have a small Squadron at the Coast of Genoa, to 
support his communication with the sea. I rest confident of 
your kindness in expressing [my sentiments], and to do every- 
thing that is possible for the finishing the war, and I beg that 
your Lordship will believe me truly your obliged humble 
servant, % 

Bkonte Nelson. 
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TO ms EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS DE NTZA. 
[Letter-Book.] 


Palermo, November 1790. 

My dear Marquis, 

Your Officer who brought your letter yesterday noon, did not 
wait my arrival from Court, and I did not know where to send 
to him. This moment he gives me hopes that you will wait 
my answer before you leave Malta, which has relieved my 
anxious mind from the deepest affliction, which your letter of 
the 19th had plunged me into. The moment I can get Ships, 
you shall be relieved ; but, for all our sakes, do not draw, in 
this critical moment, one man from the Island. Do not, my 
dear Marquis, let any man draw your excellent judgment 
from doing what is for the good of our respective Sovereigns, 
and their Allies. They are not your true friends, or faithful 
servants of their Sovereigns ; therefore, again, and ten times 
again, I direct you, I entreat you, not to abandon Malta. 
Stay till the Russians, or English troops, arrive ; it cannot be 
many days. You have, my friend, gained more honour by 
obeying my order against that of your Prince, and for which 
His Royal Highness will thank you, than ever can be done by 
obedience, if it is to injure the good Cause. You arc a sea- 
man, and we never wish to find shelter, when the public ser- 
vice requires our being exposed; and as we risk our lives, so 
we willingly risk our commissions, to serve the public. Ever 
your faithful friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE ISLAND OF MALTA, 
f Autograph, in the ))osse»$^ioii of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Palermo, November ^^4th, 1799.. 

My dear Ball, 

I love, honour, and respect you, and no persons ever have, 
nor could they, if they were so disposed, lessen you in my 
esteem, both as a public Officer and a private man: therefore 
never let such a thought come into your head, which was 
never more wanted to be clear from embroils than at this 
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moment. I trust the Marquis will stay till the Russians 
arrive, or that he is relieved by Troubridge, who I expect 
every moment ; and, from the delay, I think the Troops may 
come with him. The Foudroyant is in momentary readiness 
to go to Messina to fetch Colonel Graham. But, my dear 
friend, your holding your post so long as you have, is matter 
of the greatest credit to you. But, alas, I am neither able to 
do justice to my friends by telling a good story, like Sir 
Sidney Smith, nor are we so near home as Holland. If you 
are forced to even quit the Island, it cannot lessen your 
exertion or abilities, and do not let such an event, should it 
unfortunately happen, depress your spirits fora moment; and 
believe me, as ever, your obliged and affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson, 


TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL GRAHAM. 

[Letter Book. I^ord Nelson’s Flag was shifted on the 2.*)th of November to the 
Atty Transport, as the Foudroyant sailed on that day with the Culloden for Malta.] 

Palermo, November 25th, 1709. 

My dear Sir, 

Commodore Sir Thomas Troubridge is the Officer destined 
by me to co-operate with you for the reduction of Malta. One 
more able and active could not be selected from our service ; 
and as the Commodore is in full possession of my sentiments 
on every point, there can no doubt arise on any subject, which 
he cannot immediately clear up. Ball has been, by his Sicilian 
Majesty, the legitimate Sovereign of the Island, placed at the 
head of the Maltese, in both a civil, and, as I understand, 
military capacity. His conciliating manners will overcome 
all difficulty with the inhabitants. They adore him ; there- 
fore, I think in any Capitulation he should sign. I will not 
state the necessity of a most cordial co-operation with the 
Russian General. It is the desire of our Government to gra- 
tify the Emperor in eveiy wish about tfie Order of Malta. 
The Chevalier Italinsky, the Minister at War for the Navy 
and Army in Italy, is just going to Malta, to concert mea^ 
sures with the Allied forces for the government of the Order, 
whenever La Valetta shall fall to our exertions. He is a very 
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amiable good man, and a perfect man of business. The in- 
habitants of Malta may, till the Order has got back its wealth, 
want some little help in corn. It has been agreed on, in that 
case, by the Ministers of Russia, Naples, and England, that 
the expense should be defrayed by the three Courts. Wish- 
ing you, from my soul, a speedy termination of this tedious 
business, and assuring you of my firm and cordial support, in 
every respect, I have only to beg that you will believe me, 
with the truest regard, &c. 

• Bronte Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART., CAPTAIN OF 
II. M. SHIP CULLODEN. 

Foudroyantf Palenno, 25tli November, 1799. 

You are hereby required and directed to take under your 
command the Ships named in the margin,' whose Captains 
have my instructions to follow your orders, and proceed to 
Messina, and embark on board the said Ships, or any British 
Transports that may be there, such part of the garrison of 
that place, as Brigadier-General Graham may think proper, 
with such stores, guns, ammunition, baggage, provisions, &c. 
as he may wish to have embarked, and proceed with them to 
the Island of Malta; and having landed them there, you will 
take upon you the command of the blockade of La Valetta, 
whenever the Marquis de Niza quits the Island, and co-ope- 
rate with Captain Ball, who is appointed by his Sicilian Ma- 
jesty, Chief of the Maltese people, as well as with Brigadicr- 
Qeneral Graham, or the Officer commanding the British 
troops. And on the arrival of the Russian Ships and troops, 
which may be daily expected, you will also most cordially co- 
operate with their Admiral and General, and preserve the 
good understanding which at present so happily exists between 
us, rendering them any service or assistance in your power. 
And in the event of the surrender of La Valetta, the colours 
of the Order of Malta are to be hoisted, and the Government 
restored according to the plan sent to me, a copy of which is 
here enclosed for your guidance. And with respect to the 


* Nortbtimbcriaud, Foudroyant. 
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public property found in the place^ my wish is that it should 
be valued ; and as to the Ships of War, they are to remain for 
the disposal of the three Allied Courts of London, Petersburg, 
and the Two Sicilies. 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO FA'AN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

« 

Palermo, November ‘/iOtli, 1799. 

Sir, 

It was with extreme concern that I read your letter of 
October 11th, being perfectly conscious that want of commu- 
nicating where and when it is necessary, cannot be laid to my 
charge. I find on looking at my Letter-book that I did write 
to Admiral Duckworth to correspond with you on such points 
as might be necessary,* and which it was impossible I could 
detail. I also find that by a Neapolitan courier which left 
Palermo, the same day, that I wrote, not only to you, but to 
Lord Spencer. I own I do not feel that if Cutters and Cou- 
riers go off the same day, that it is necessary to write by a 
Convoy. I know the absolute necessity of the Board’s being 
exactly acquainted with everything which passes, and they, I 
beg, wnll give me credit for attention to my duty. 

As a Junior Flag Officer, of course without those about me, 
as Secretaries, Interpreters, &c., I have been thrown into a 
more extensive correspondence than ever, perhaps, fell to the 
lot of any Admiral, and into a political situat^n I own out of 
my sphere. It is a fact which it would not become me to boast 
ofy but on the present occasion, that I have never but three 
times put my feet on the ground, since December, 1798, and, 
except to the Court, that till after eight o’clock at night I 
never relax from business. 

I have had hitherto, the Board knows, no one emolument — 
no one advantage of a Commander-in-CWef. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


• Vide vol. iii. p. 453, and p. 11, ante. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM WYNDHASI. 

[Letter-Book.] 


Palermo, ‘-iCtli November, 1799. 

Sir, 

I have to request that your Excellency will have the good- 
ness to forward the two letters sent herewith. Yesterday, an 
order came from General Fox for the garrison of Messina 
to proceed to Malta, and as the Russians are destined for 
the same object, I hope we shall very soon be in possession of 
it. But, from the slowness of the movements, I have great 
fears that the French may have made a sortie, and that our 
batteries w^ill, at least, be destroyed, if nothing worse happens. 
His Sicilian Majesty, I am sorry to say, [will not,] at this 
moment, return to Naples; but as Ancona is, we hear, 
taken, wc hope it will expedite his Majesty’s departure. I 
have nothing from Egypt for some months. Believe me, 
with great respect, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO HIS HIGHNESS THE HEY OF Tl'NJS. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Palermo, November l'/99. 

Sir, 

I cannot permit an English Cutter to go even into the Bay 
of Tunis, without expressing to your Highness my most 
sincere respect, which, on all occasions, I shall feel happy in 
showing, not only as an obedience to the great King, my 
Master, but also from my own inclination. It would have 
given me niiich pleasure, could I have interfered in the 
capture of a Vessel, belonging to one of your Subjects, taken 
by a Portuguese corvette ; but as peace had not then taken 
place between your Highness and the Court of Portugal, it 
was impossible for me to be of any use. Your Highness 
Well knows that not one Portuguese ship has been cruizing 
on your Coast. This is such a mark of my attention, as no 
tune can efface from your Highness’s head. The number of 
Vessels taken, having certificates from me, and the English 
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Commander off Malta^ that they were actually employed in 
carrying provisions for those who were fighting against the 
common Enemy, I own, hurt me. To a mere trader, I never 
have, nor ever will give a certificate ; but as people cannot 
fight without food, I did hope that those Vessels would have 
been considered as the Vessels of true friends. But at Algiers, 
I find other sentiments prevail. If your Highness has any 
Vessels taken by your Cruisers of this description, I trust that 
you will order their restoration, and, in particular, the poor 
people carried into slavery. This will be considered as a 
great act of friendship and esteem shown by your Highness to 
your most faithful and attached, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 2Cth, 1790. 

My dear Sir, 

As I hear your Corvette goes off for Malta this evening, 
would it not be a good opportunity to send, as your Excel* 
lency told us you have, some of the money belonging to the 
Order, for the use of the poor Maltese ? The Inhabitants and 
Troops under arms, are by this time, again in want, and I 
hope that the Ministers of the Allied Powers will immediately 
fix some mode of keeping distress from the Island till the 
Order is restored. 

I have talked much with Sir Thomas Troubridge and 
Captain Louis on what they think would satisfy the Captains, 
Officers, and Men, for their renouncing all claim to the French 
property, and all salvages ; and they are clearly of opinion, 
that to the Navy no sum less than £60,000 could be offered ; 
and that, from our own Sovereign, three times as much would 
be paid ; for that the stores and cannon, even at Civiti Vecchia, 
would, if sold by his Sicilian Majesty, exceed three times this 
amount. The antiques found packed up at Civitd, Vecchia, 
and in the Custom-House at Home, and which would have 
been in France but for the blockade by the English, arc 
undoubtedly objects for a laige salvage. This sum will only 
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give the Captains employecT on this service £3000 each, 
and Commodore Troubridge can receive no more prize- 
money than the Commander of the smallest Vessel of War. 
The Perseus came from Corfu last night. 1 find the 3500 
Russians are arrived at Constantinople. I hope the Russians 
from Holland will come by sea into Italy, and make head 
against any attack of the French, next spring. Ever, my 
dear Sir, your Excellency’s most obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL DUCKWORTH. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palemio, 27lh November, 

My dear Admiral, 

Many thanks for your letter of November 12th, and I ap- 
prove very much of your calling at Algiers. I do not consider 
what are called my passports as anything more than a certificate 
that the Vessel carrying, was employed in fetching provisions 
for people fighting against the common Enemy. I am aware 
that the first moment any insult is offered to the British flag [the 
best plan] is to get as large a force as possible off Algiers and 
seize all his Cruizers ; but if, in such a contest, any English 
vessel is taken, I know what will be said against me, and how 
little support I shall experience. But, my dear Admiral, when 
the object of the actor is only to serve faithfully, I feel superior 
to the smiles or frowns of any Board. Apropos, I have received 
a severe set-do^n from the Admiralty, for not having wrote 
by the Charon, attached to a Convoy, although I wrote both by 
a Cutter and Courier the same day. But I see clearly that 
they wish to show I am unfit for this command. I will readily 
acknowledge it, and therefore they need have no scruples 
about sending out a Commander-in- Chief. Troubridge did 
not anchor. The Foudroyant weighed, and joined, and they 
both proceeded for Messina, as expeditiously as possible, in 
order to take on board the garrison of Messina. I hope 
they may arrive at Malta in time, but I have my strong fears 
that the garrison may have made a sortie, and destroyed our 
batteries. The Russians arc slow, but by this time, I hope, are 

VOL. IV. T 
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before Malta. They were to ^sail from Naples the 20th. 
The Perseus, who is just come in from Corfu, and is in 
want of everything, goes straight to Gibraltar, to refit, and 
with orders to come up again immediately, and the Russians 
and Turks, with the Neapolitans excluded from the Capitula- 
tion, which has given great offence. I believe Austria will 
make her peace with France, and that Russia and Prussia will 
be at war with the Emperor of Germany. Sir William and 
Lady Hamilton desire their kindest regards. I am nearly 
blind, but things go so contrary to my mind out of our pro- 
fession, that truly I care not how soon I am off the stage. 
Your Surgeon’s mate is appointed to the Mahon, and all 
your other wishes arc, as far as I am able, complied with; 
and I assure you that I shall always be glad of occasions of 
proving to you with what regard and esteem I am your 
obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 

Pray don’t let the Admiralty want for letters of every 
occurrence. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Palmno, November 28tli, 1701). 

Sir, 

I wrote to you by the post (now open) yesterday, but as 
the Perseus is going direct to Gibraltar to refit, I write a 
line just to say that General Fox’s permission for the Gar- 
rison of Messina going to Malta was brought me by Com- 
modore Sir Thomas Troubridge, the day before yesterday. 
I directed, in the moment, the Foudroyant to w^eigh, and 
both are gone to Messina for the troops. I earnestly hope 
they will arrive in time at Malta to hold our present advan- 
tageous positions, but I have my feajp; nothing but the 
lirudence, judgment, and bravery of my friend Captain Ball 
could have kept us on the Island for many months past. 
The Russians, I hope, sailed from Naples on the 20th, their 
Lordships may be assured of our cordial co-operation with 
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them, and of my earnest endeavours to merit their Lordships’ 
approbation. 

Last night I received from the inhabitants of the Island 
of Zante a letter of which I enclose a copy, and also a very 
massy and elegant gold-hilted Sword, and a beautiful Cane, 
enriched with diamonds ; these flattering marks of approba- 
tion from all Religions cannot but afford me the greatest 
pleasure, and be a stimulus for the greatest exertions, not 
only from myself, but also to the Officers in our Service 
growing up to the superior ranks. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

I send a letter from Mr. Spiridion Foresti, and I must beg 
leave earnestly to recommend him to their Lordships’ notice, 
and I also desire to do the same to Major Magra, the Consul 
at Tunis. These two gentlemen are the only ones I have 
found who really and truly do their duty, and merit every 
encouragement and protection. B. N. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G."* 


[Letter-Book.] 


Palermo, November, lV.V.b 

My dear Lord, 

I am writing a letter to you on the subject of our situation 
with the Barbary States, but I shall not keep the Perseus, by 
detaining her a moment with this fine levanter. I hope Ball 


* It must have been about this time that Lord NeLoii received Ihe folloAvini;- 
letter from Euid Spencer, the importance of which has been pointed out. Vide vol. 
iii. p. 509. 

** Admiralty, 7th October, I '<00. 


“ My dear Lord, 

“ In answer to yonr Letter of the 29rd of July, which did not reach me till the 
Jifith of lost month, I can only now repeat what I believe I have before said on the 
auhjeet — namely, that the intentions and motives by which all yonr measures have 
been governed, have been as pure and good as their success has been complete. 

Tbe arrival of the Squadron detached under Admiral Duckworth to Minorca, was a 
^’ery satisfactory event to ns, os it put that Island in a more perfect state of security, 
though I do not apprehend that in the present st4»te of things there is much danger 
of its being attacked, and we are now looking fortvard in the expectation of hearing 


i2 
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will be able to hold fast a little longer. All the Marines from 
the Foudroyant are on shore at Malta, and nothing has been 
wanting on my part to second his truly meritorious exertions. 
The Marquis de Niza has the greatest merit in obeying my 
orders, in direct disobedience to those of his Court, but by his 
letter of the 19th — I fear by the advice of some of his English 
Commodores — he may be induced to quit Malta, which would 
be ruin to us in that Island. He has quoted Sir James St. 
Clair Erskine and Colonel Graham as a justification of his 
obedience of orders ; for they would not, he says, disobey their 
orders, to save Malta — therefore, why should he ? But as he 
would, about that time, receive from me, a stronger order and 
requisition if possible, than ever, holding out the certain 
displeasure instead of approbation of his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Brazil, should he obey, in this critical moment, the 
order to proceed to Lisbon, I trust he will remain. Commodore 
Sir Thomas Troubridge will relieve him, and all will then be 
well. 

In General Fox’s orders to Colonel Graham, he says, ^ you 
will not incur any expense for stores, or any article but pro- 
visions.’ What can this mean ? But I have told Troubridge 
that the Cause cannot stand still for want of a little money. 
This would be what we call ‘penny-wise and pound foolish.’ 
If nobody will pay it, I shall sell Bronte and the Emperor of 
Russia’s box ; for I feel myself above every consideration but 


(utlier from you or from Captain Ball, of the siuTeutler of Malta, which, I hope, can- 
not hold out much longer, as the approach of the bad w'cathcr may much increase 
the difliculty of the blockade. You will receive a copy of a communication on the 
subject of this Island from the Secretary of State, which was left with Lord Keith 
by Lord St. Vincent, and from the circumstances under which the former quitted the 
Mediterranean, hod not been ti'aiismitted to your Lordship. I have only to add to 
what you will collect from that paper, that the utmost importance is attached by his 
Majesty’s Government to the object of carefully avoiding to do anything which may 
raise any jealousies in the mind of the Emperor of Russia, who is particularly bent 
on the point of restoring, under some new regulations, the Order of Malta, and whose 
conduct ever on this subject, though one on which he may perhaps have been sus • 
pected by the w'oiid of entertaining more ambitious view^hns been, as far as we are 
enabled to judge of it, of the most disinterested and honourable kind. 

“ 1 trust this letter will find you in good health and spirits, and shall conclude 
willi assuring you, that I am, very faithfully, your obedient humble servant, 
Spe^ceu /’ — Auiotjnqyhf lately in the possession of Mr. Evans, of Maddox Street, 
Hanover Sqvtare. 
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that of serving faithfully. Do not, my dear Lord, let the 
Admiralty write harshly to me — my generous soul cannot 
bear it, being conscious it is entirely unmerited ; and ever 
believe me your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD GRENVILLE, SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

[Autograph, in the State Paper Office.] 

Palermo, November 2Bth, 1799. 

My Lord, 

I send you a letter sent me by Mr. Spiridion Forest! from 
Corfu, addressed to your Lordship, also one I received a few 
days ago, which Mr. Forest! thinks of some consequence. I 
cannot let this opportunity slip of recommending this gentle- 
man to your Lordship’s notice ; and as I am on this subject, 
give me leave to recommend another Consul to the notice of 
Government, Major Magra, residing at Tunis. It is strict 
justice only in me to say that these two Consuls arc the only 
ones I have found in the Mediterranean who have really at- 
tended to their duty. I have the honour to be your Lordship’s 
most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE ISLAND OF MALTA. 

[Autograiih, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Palermo, November 28th, 1799. 

My dear Ball, 

This will be delivered to you by the Chevalier Italinsky, 
who I beg leave strongly to recommend to your kind notice ; 
he is fully sensible of your merits, and will I trust do full 
justice to them at Petersburg. He knows of my application 
for the Cross for you, I have opened fully to him on all the 
points which I think can occur about Malta, and in particular of 
your situation there. I trust, and indeed have no doubt, but 
that all will be harmony with the Russian Commander, which 
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is most strongly recommended to me by my letters of October. 
I have only to wish you, which I do from my heart, a speedy 
termination of your labours, and a proper reward for them, 
to obtain which nothing shall be wanting on the part of your 
faithful and obliged friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMISSIONER INGLEFIELD. 

[Letter-Book.] 

November 28tli, 1799. 

My dear Inglefield, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 9th, and I shall only say, 
and desire you will bear it in mind, that I shall always be glad 
of opportunities of proving my sincere regard and esteem for 
you. But you must make allowances for a worn-out, blind, 
left-handed man ; therefore, to business. If the Hulk is to be 
commanded by a Boatswain, I hope it will be given to my 
old and valuable friend, King ;* and request your influence 
that no other should stand in his way. The Perseus wants 
re-fitting. Pray do it as expeditiously as you can, that she 
may return to me. I am glad stores are going in the Gorgon 
to Minorca ; for our Ships off Malta, when that long and 
tedious business is brought to a finish, will want a complete 
equipping. 

Troubridge, who brought me General Fox’s permission for 
the garrison of Messina to go to Malta, did not anchor the 
Foudroyant, and joined him, for I keep her always ready 
to weigh, without any notice. If we are not turned out 
of Malta before Colonel Graham arrives there, we shall do 
well ; but I have very great fears the garrison will make a 
sortie, and drive us. to the Devil. But I hope our usual good 
fortune will attend us through this enterprise. Ball’s perse- 
verance has been wonderful. Sir William and Lady Hamilton 
desire their kindest wishes. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


* Vide vol. i. p. m. 
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TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 2Btli, 1790. 

My dear Troubridge, 

This will be delivered to you by the Chevalier Italinsky, to 
whom I have communicated my sentiments fully on all the 
points about Malta ; and in all your communication of any 
consequence with Admiral Ouschakoff, I would strongly recom- 
mend to have Italinsky present, and not trust to any other 
representation at Petersburg. You will find this gentleman 
one of the best Foreigners you ever dealt with ; and he secs 
the absolute necessity of the Allies drawing together as 
strongly as we do. There is nothing in reason I would not 
give into rather than a shade of difference should arise. I 
need only say, be kind and civil to the Chevalier, and I 
know that your goodness will do all that is necessary. Should 
anj^^ particular stores be wanting, I desire you will send to 
Minorca, and ask them of General Fox in my name. The 
Perseus is arrived, and if the Corvette does not sail very early 
this morning, the Artillerymen shall be put on board her. 
No appearance of Martin^ or the Transport. For the present, 
adieu ; but ever believe me your affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, November 29tb, 1791). 

My dear Lord, 

The situation of our affairs with the Barbary States calls for 
serious attention;® for, from the circumstances of the war, it has 
been impossible to make them fear us as they ought, particu- 

* Captain Moitin, of the Northumberland, so often mentioned. 

* Mr. Lucas, the English Consul at Tripoli, informed Lord Nelson, in a letter 

dated on the 14th October, 1799, that “ The Bashaw is not averse to the peace with 
his Sicilian Majesty, hut wishes to know what sum he is to receive for it, particularly 
as he has Neapolitan slaves ; and should he make peace with Naples, he must de- 
clare war with some other nation, or lay up his cruizers.” On the envelope of that 
letter Lord Nelson wrote — Venj good reasons for being at war — w’ell sai<l. 
Bashaw !” ♦ 
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larly Algiers ; and that State is now getting to such a pitch of 
insolence, that cannot much longer go unchastised. But I 
well know in England how an OflSccr would be reprobated, 
was he to permit this, and in the contest, which could not be 
long, any English vessels be taken. These States have taken 
many Maltese vessels and Neapolitans, having a pass, as they 
call it, from me. As no Vessel, either at Malta or Naples, on 
our first going there, would go to sea, without a paper signed 
by me. His Sicilian Majesty desired me many times under 
his own hand, to sign the passport, which was a recom- 
mendation to the Allies of Great Britain to the Vessel 
described, she being employed to carry provisions for the use 
of those fighting the common Enemy. I never signed one of 
those papers that I did not declare that it could be of no use 
for protection, and thjit I thought it was consigning seamen, 
poor creatures, to slavery. The answer always was, we are 
not worse for your signing, may be better, and our seamen 
wall not go to sea without it. Many of these passes were 
respected by Tripoli and Tunis ; but the Algerine cruizers 
paid not the smallest attention, and several Vessels loaded 
with salt, for the supply of the Capital, have been taken, and 
their crews, sixty-five in number, arc now in slavery. 

As the greatest number of their papers were signed on board 
the Foudroyant at Naples, by desire of General Acton, and the 
Government of the City, at w^hose head was Cardinal Ruffo, 
it was not known under what circumstances the papers were 
signed — therefore. Prince Luzzi, Secretary of State, addressed 
a dispatch to Sir William Hamilton, a copy of which, and 
his Excellency’s answer, I send you. I also send some papers 
sent me by Major Magra, also an account of an Algerine 
firing, in the Bay of Tunis, at an English vessel. I do not 
say, or think that the papers signed by me, ought, by the 
laws of Nations, to protect traders, but under all circum- 
stances the Barbary States ought to be made sensible of the 
attention which is due to the signature of an English Admiral, 
and that, at least, the poor people ought to be liberated. 

The Dey of Algiers has been several tim?s very impertinent 
about giving supplies for Minorca, and is getting from one 
insolence to another, which if not checked by vigorous mea- 
sures, will end in a quarrel. My ide»^is for me to go to him 
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and settle the business, and. if I find that he will be insolent, 
to show him in the moment that he cannot go robbing in the 
Mediterranean without the consent of Britain. I think the 
greatest part of his Cruizers would be seized in a month, and 
then bring him to reason. Terror is the only weapon to wield 
against these people. To talk kindly to them is only to 
encourage them. Demand nothing that is not just, and never 
recede, and settle the whole in half-an-hour. I should say to 
him that ^ I expected that, being embarked in the same Cause, 
you would not have taken Vessels only carrying provisions for 
people fighting against the French, but you had not humanity 
enough to do this. However, I insist that you shall not keep 
the poor people in slavery. It was by my having too good an 
opinion of you that they fell into your hands. With respect to 
the presuming to fire at any Vessel in a neutral Port bearing 
the English flag, the most ample satisfaction must be made.’ I 
hope we shall soon be rid of Malta, and then our Ships for a 
little time cannot be so well employed. If this letter ought to 
be addressed to the Board, I beg of you to lay it before them ; 
but I consider it, and its enclosure, as a letter for the Cabinet 
Minister. I am anxious to know the sentiments of Govern- 
ment relative to these people. Believe me, my dear Lord, 
with the sincerest respect, your obliged and faithful 

Bronte Nelson, 


TO CAPTAIN BALL, CHIEF OF THE MALTESE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Palermo, November 29th, 1799. 

My dear Ball, 

I have before told you that the Ministers of England, 
Russia, and Naples, had, a few days ago, agreed that for the 
future (it being impossible for Ilis Sicilian Majesty to give all 
that was wanted for the relief of the poor Maltese) the three 
Powers should each find a sum of money for this purpose, 
llis Sicilian Majesty has this day sent me 8000 ounces, to be 
sent to you for this purpose. You must now look to both 
Russia and England for an equal sum, before I can presume 
to solicit again from by far the poorest of the three Powers. 
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You know what great things Ilis Sicilian Majesty has done 
for the poor Maltese, and I can assure you and them, that he 
never has been able to afford anything. What gratitude ought 
to be shown for such unparalleled goodness ! Pray send an 
account of the expenditure to be laid before the King. I 
trust Sir Thomas Troubridge will be with you. God bless 
you, and send you completely triumphant, is the fervent 
prayer of your attached and affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL GRAHAM. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, Dec. 1st, 8 o’clock in tlie morning. 

My dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 28th did not got to me till several hours 
after its arrival at Palermo, as it was directed to Mr. Tyson. 
In fact it was laying in my Secretary’s office unheeded. I 
only mention this to guard the future. Whatever you do 
about the leaving Major Lockart,^ I am sure llis Sicilian 
Majesty will approve, if Prince Cuto does not like that ar- 
rangement, — at all events, you are right to leave all your 
baggage, convalescents, &c., but I am sure it is better to have 
the name of a British garrison. I have this moment General 
Acton’s order to Prince Cuto. There will also be orders for 
Augusta and Syracuse. I observe what General Fox says, in 
his orders, about expense. I wonder not a little at it. How 
can you get stores, without paying for them ? and pray will it 
not be necessary to have many people to work at the batteries ? 
Everything we receive from Sicily must one day be accounted 
for. Who is to pay ? It cannot be expected that the poorest 
of the three Powers is to pay what is jointly undertaken. I 
shall, my dear Sir, afford you every support and assistance in 
money, as well as all other things. Could General Fox, or 
any other General, carry on a siege without money? Two 
days ago I sent you twenty-two fine English artillerymen from 
the Perseus, and to Ball, 8000 ounces for the poor Maltese. 
England and Russia are now to do the same, and when Malta 

^ Aftemards Major-Oeneral William Lockhart. Vide Military Calendar,” 
vol. ii. p. JIO. 
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is taken, the three Powers must balance the accounts. The 
Northumberland is not yet arrived, nor the Transports, with 
tents and blankets. If the wind is westerly she shall come by 
Messina, but if easterly, as I shall be sure you are gone, she 
will go round Maritimo, for I want you to have your blankets. 

I have only again to say you are sure of my exertions in 
every way which can bring our Maltese matters to a close ; 
and wishing you from my heart every success, believe me, 
with the truest regard, your most faithful and obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 

MARGINAL NOTE MADE BY LORD NELSON, IN THE COPY OF 

GENERAL ACTON’S LETOER, SENT TO SIR THOMAS TROU- 

BKIDGE, PER EXPRESS, TO MESSINA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

[About 1st December, 1700.] 

Not desired, nor will be, from his Sicilian Majesty. Our 
Government must find money : I should feel it derogatory to 
the British character to strip his Sicilian Majesty. If we want 
money, we must find it. 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, December Jst [1799], S o'clock iii the moriiiug. 

My dear Troubridge, 

J^any, many thanks for your two letters of the 28th : the 
last was particularly pleasant. Whatever you can assist 
General Graham in, must meet my approbation. Money 
must be had, or money’s worth. What are all the Stores asked 
for, but so much money ? The order of General Fox I am 
surprised at. It appears it is to throw difficulties in the way. 
Could he besiege a place without expense ? I can get money 
on my estate — therefore there shall be no want, if you are not 
paid the 15,000 cobs. If General Graham sends here, it can 
be had. At this moment it® is favourable ; but if the least 


• Query, tlie rate of Exchange ? 
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hint is given, Mr. Gibbs says it will, as it did when the Fleet 
is here, turn much against us. I see nothing of the Northum- 
berland or Transports : the east winds keep her back. If the 
wind is westerly when she is ready, she shall pass by Messina, 
and ask Major Lockhart if he has anything to send to Malta ; 
but if easterly, or very fine weather, she shall go round 
Maritimo, for the soldiers may want the tents and blankets. 
The Perseus is gone with 8000 ounces to Ball for the Maltese, 
and I have sent, by another conveyance, twenty-two fine 
Artillerymen. The Russians, I hope, are passed the Faro by 
this time. Your other letters I shall answer by the Northum- 
berland. I think it most probable she will not go by Messina 
— therefore you must send something from Malta. May suc- 
cess attend, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO Ills EXCELLENCY THOMAS JACKSON, ESQ., MINISTER AT 

TURIN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Sir, Palermo, December 1st, 1790. 

Pity the sorrows of a blind, and (in constitution) old man ; 
make due allowances for my wants, and then I shall be 
happy. I will do all in my power to cultivate your friend- 
ship, and to deserve your good opinion. Pray make his 
Sardinian Majesty sensible how much I feel all his kindness 
towards me, and assure him of my eternal gratitude, which I 
shall be happy in showing both in my public and private con- 
duct. All news will be most interesting to us in our situa- 
tion. Malta, I hope, will soon fall to the efforts now going to 
be made against it; and I beg you, my dear Sir, to believe me, 
with the greatest esteem, your obliged Servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO MR. JOSEPH CASTELLS. 

[Letter-Book.] * 

Slr^ Palermo, December 1st, 1790. 

I certainly have received letters from you on the subject of 
a Prize purchased by you, and which had been taken from 
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you by those acting for her former owners — enemies of Great 
Britain. I regret that you who are so much attached to the 
good Cause, should suffer ; but all villains are our enemies, 
and no power on earth could have a right to touch your legal 
purchase. I am truly sorry that it does not depend upon me 
to get you back the Vessel and cargo. If I am not mistaken, 
you ought to look to your own Government for the non- 
protection of your property. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

[Letter*Book.] 

Palermo, Qnd December, 1709. 

Dear Sir, 

I am this moment favoured with your letter of November 
21st ; and my blood boils that I cannot chastise these Pirates. 
They could not show themselves in the Mediterranean, did 
not our Country permit. Never let us talk of the cruelty of 
the African Slave Trade, while we permit such a horrid war. 
But on the other hand, was I present with the Fleet of 
England, I could not prevent it, without plunging our Country 
in a war which our Merchants would reprobate, and Ministers 
not support me in. The Germans having entire possession of 
the Tuscan State, can by the help of the Russian ships send 
troops for the protection of those Islands. My heart bleeds. 
Let Government send me the necessary orders, and I will 
answer for chastising these Pirates. Your Excellency will 
see my letter to Lord Spencer on the subject of Algiers, and 
if you will state the melancholy history of Giglio, it may 
rouse up a strong resentment at home. I wonder how the 
French privateers can be so annoying, as the Russian squadron 
relieved ours on- that Coast, and it was but reasonable to 
expect would do the duty of ours. If I had the means I 
assure your Excellency that I w’ould always keep Cruizers 
about Leghorn, &c. ; but at home they calculate that the 
Russian fleet is to do something. The Mutine is stationed 
off Cape Corse, and in case she puts into Leghorn, or the 
Vincejo, I send orders for them. I feel it my duty to protect 
Tuscany, and Tusqpn propert}', from the French ; and it is 
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truly my inclination. The merchants of Leghorn may rest 
sure of my attention to their interest. Alas I I wish I could 
do the same against the Algerines. I have no Vessel to send 
to Giglio : probably the Portuguese may fall in with them. I 
shall write to Niza off Malta directly. I thank your Excel- 
lency for the good Italian news, and I hope that from Switzer- 
land is likewise true. I am not surprised at our evacuation 
of Holland. Who can make war in such a Country, where 
every canal is a fortification ? Our garrison from Messina, I 
hope, sail this day for Malta; and from what I hear the 
Russians will pass about this day, and if my friend Ball ean 
hold his own till their arrival, the affair will soon finish. I 
have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

P.S. — The only reason I have ever heard given to justify 
our peace with the Bai'bary States, is to throw all the trade 
into British bottoms — therefore, the English merchants trading 
in any [other] bottoms, is very wrong and prcjudical to us. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty .3 

Palermo, December 2n(l, 1790. 

Sir, 

Herewith I have the honour to send you a copy of General 
Fox’s letter to me, and of the instructions sent to Colonel 
Graham. I dare say they appear to the General perfectly 
proper, but as the troops going to a siege cannot act without 
stores of all kinds, it is tying their hands. The first thing 
done has been an application for a great value of stores from 
His Sicilian Majesty, which, as we have desired them, I 
suppose we must be answerable for. I have wrote to Colonel 
Graham, and instructed Sir Thomas Troubridge not to let 
the (yolonel be in distress, in consequence of his instructions. 
Money must be had from somewhere ; I leave the letter and 
orders to speak for themselves. The Fhudroyant in going 
through the Faro, was thrown on shore, but got off without 
any damage. The troops I expect will sail this day for 
Messina. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY, 

[Letter Book.] 

Sir, Palermo, Itli December, 1709. 

Having had occasion to communicate with the Victualling 
Board respecting the improper interference of Mr. Lock, the 
Consul at Naples, in supplying £he Squadron in that Bay, I 
beg leave to enclose you, for their Lordships’ information, 
copies of the letters which have passed on this occasion 
between us/ No. 1, being my first letter to him, and No. 2, 
his answer, in consequence of which, I ordered my Secretary 


® These letters respecting Mr. Lock req[iure, in justice to that gentleman, some 
explanation, and the insertion of extracts from his letters to Lord Nelson on the subject, 
the originalH of which are in the Nelson Papers. The letter No. 1, is not extant, 
illr. Tyson’s reply to it, dated on the 1st December, stated that if was unsatisfactory ; 
that Lord Nelson insisted upon knowing whether he told Sir William Hamilton that 
his conduct at Naples about fresh beef, had been a])proved; and also whether he 
had not infonned Captain Hardy that be had been thanked for saving government 
forty per cent, on the purchases ; and Mr. Tyson enclosed to him a copy of T.ord 
Nelson’s letter to the VictuaJliug Board, in p. 100, ante. Mr. Lock’s answer has 
not been found, but its purport is shown by the following extract from his letter of 
the 3rd of December, which gave Lord Nelson so much offence : 


“ Palermo, 3rd December, 1790. 

“ My Lord, 

“ Understanding from bis Excellency Sir William Hamilton, that yonr Lordship 
excepts to that part of my letter of yesterday, in which I declare that I consider 
myself, in my civil capacity of Consul, iiidependcut of military authority, it is 
necessary that I should explain what I mean by such a declaration. “ The 
right which your Lordship’s situation gives yon of demanding the inspection of 
all public documents relative to the Service at the head of which you are, 1 
have incoiitestihly proved that I acknowledge, by answering the demand which your 
Lordship made me, of copies of all public letters which J had wiitten respecting the 
Fleet^lnder your command. Upon what ground you extend the right of inquisition 
into my private conversations, 1 confess I cannot so clearly discover. As Consul- 
General for the Kingdom of Naples, I consider myself independent in the exercise of 
my functions, answerable to Lord Grenville for the due discharge of them, and not 
subject to your Lordship’s control, as you must have conceived I was, when you 
insisted that I should pass accounts, for which I alone was to he responsible. I yes- 
terday offered, through the channel of Sir William Hamilton, to put your Lordship in 
possession of the contents of the private letters T had received, touching the vic - 
tualling of the Fleet. You rejected the proposal. However, that your Lordship may 
he convinced that it was not without foundation I concluded my conduct had not 
been disapproved by the Victualling Board, I have transcribed for your perusal 
those parts ofThem which make mention of it.” 

The extracts alluded to were from aleltor from Mr. Lock’s father and sister, in which 
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to write him No. 3, and a copy of his answer is No. 4 ; and I 
have to request that their Lordships will be pleased to take 
such steps as may be necessary, for the support of ray dignity 
as the Commanding-Officer of His Majesty’s Ships in the 
Mediterranean. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO CHARLES LOCK, ESQ., HIS MAJESTY’S CONSUL AT NAPLES. 

[ Letter-Book, j 

Sir, Palermo, 4tli December, 1799. 

Your letter to me of yesterday’s date is incomprehensible, 
except the highly improper language in which it is couched. 
I shall send it to the Board of Admiralty, that they may either 
support the dignity of the Admiral they have entrusted with 


the foimer informed him that Mr. Marsh, one of the Commissioners of the Victualling 
Board, had said that the Board “ felt veiy much obliged to Mr. Lock’s interference, 
being persuaded it has occasioned the Fleet’s being victualled forty per cent, lower 
than it would otlierwise have been.” His sister wrote on the 8th of September, that 
Sir William Bellingham (the Chairman of the Board) who had dined with them on 
the preceding day, had repeated the same statement, and said that “ they ai*e greatly 
obliged to you, and feel themselves so and there was another similar private 
remaik. Mr. Lock, therefore, concluded his letter by saying “ As your Lordship has 
demanded of the Victualling Board their public opinion of this affair, I hope I 
may with reason flatter myself that it will be an echo of their private sentiments 
adding in a postcript, “ As I have already infonned your Lordship tlint I have 
neither written nor received any letter from the Victualling Board, and do now deny 
ever having said that I obtained a letter of thanks from them, 1 demand it of your 
justice to undeceive the Victualling Board, on the false statements of that part of my 
conduct forwarded to them by your Lordship.” 

Lord Nelson’s letter to the Victualling Booi’d of the 5th of December, in the 
text, was caused by an apologetical letter to him from Mr. Lock, of the 4th of 
December, in which he said “ It was far from my intention to assail your Lord- 
ship’s integrity by any expression which may have fallen from me; and as 
every purpose of justification [of the Officers of the Fleet] is clearly answered, 
which a further investigation could produce, I trust your Lordship will deem it 
unnecessary to press the matter further.” Though the Victualling Board’s declaration 
to Lord Nelson, of the 2()tli of December, that they never had any correspondence 
with Mr. Lock on the subject, [vide p. 101, ante,] may have been literally true, it 
is evident that the Board hod received Mr. Lock’s writtell statements, and that the 
Chaiiman, and some of the Commissioners, had expressed their approbation of his 
conduct — facts scarcely to bo reconciled with the impression which their official 
letter to Lord Nelson was intended to convey, and which was certainly most uncondid 
to him. Mr. Luck died at Malta, on the llth of September, 1804. 
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the command of the Mediterranean fleet, or remove him. 
Your never mentioning the extraordinary price paid for fresh 
beef, for the several days you were soliciting to have the 
exclusive px’ivilege of supplying the Fleet, and your refusal 
afterwards to bring forward any proof of fraud, warrants every 
expression in ray letter to the Victualling Board. If you 
could bring proof of what you asserted, you are in the highest 
degree, as a public Officer, criminal ; and if you could not, 
your conduct is highly reprehensible. My letters to you are 
all directed ^ On His Majesty’s Service,’ and I desire yours 
may be so to me. I am, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOR VICTUALLING HfS MAJESi'V’s 

NAVY. 

[Letter-Book. J 

Gentlemen, Palermo, December 17IM). 

Letters which had passed between Mr. Lock and myself, 
brought forward yesterday, in the presence of Sir William 
Hamilton, a meeting between us, and as it turns out that 
false friends in this Country, and nonsensical ones in England, 
have been the cause of Mr. Lock’s highly improper conduct, 
and as any inquiry can only end in the ruin of Mr. Lock’s 
character, I consent not to desire the inquiry demanded in my 
letter of the 14th November, by Captain Hardy. It was 
justice to the public and a vindication of my own honour, that 
I sought, and not ruin to a young man setting off in life with 
a family of children. This lesson will, I trust, and believe, 
be of more use to Mr. Lock than the approbation of ignorant 
people. I do not mean to withdraw a syllable of my last 
letter to the Board, for they will see that I did not believe 
them capable of such conduct ; only to that part which gives 
np the demand for inquiry. If there are those residing in 
Somerset Place, who merit the full force of some of my 
words, let them have it. One of my greatest boasts is, that no 
Rian can ever say I have told a lie. With every sentiment 
of proper respect to the Board, I am, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient Servant, 

Bronte Nelson, 


VOL. IV. 
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TO CAPTAIN BALI^ CHIEF OF THE ISLAND OF MALTA. 

[Letter-Book .3 

My dear Ballj Palermo, 7tli December, 1799. 

I trust that in a short time, all your truly hard service, both 
of body and mind, will be over. How you are to be rewarded, 
lime must discover, but a more fatiguing service never fell to 
the lot of human being. I am ignorant, my dear friend, how 
the Island is to be governed till the Grand Master’s Repre- 
sentative arrives ; or whether the Military Commanders will 
manage the affairs. Talk to Chevalier Italinsky on this sub- 
ject. Let it be decided as it may, the truth will always stand, 
that La Valetta could not have been taken, but by the patience, 
ability, gallantry, conciliating manners, and goodness of Cap- 
tain Alexander John Ball. This, I believe, is known to all 
Europe, and shall be repeated. If the Allies ask you as a 
great favour to govern Malta till the orders of the Grand 
Master [arrive], I shall not object. They cannot get your 
equal for that service. I have given it as my opinion 
that on the fall of La Valetta, all public property should be 
valued separately, and then, that our Governments should 
decide who is to have particular things, be they Ships or other 
articles. Each Power to draw up the expense they have 
been put to at Malta; and it must always be admitted, that 
but for the blockade, all the Ships would at this moment have 
been part of the French fleet. I am almost blind, therefore, 
can only say God bless you, in which joins cordially Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Hamilton, and believe me ever your affec- 
tionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir, Paler^io, December 7 tb, 1700. 

Captain Brenton,^ of his Majesty’s Sloop the Speedy, having, 
on the 6th of November, with a Convoy from the Coast of 

^ Afterwoi’ds Rear Admiral Sir Jahleel Brenton, Bart., K.C.B., whose celebrated 
action iti the Bay of Naples, is so well known. He died in April 1S44. 
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Portugal, when attacked in the Straits by twelve Spanish Gun- 
Boats, displayed uncommon skill and gallantry in saving the 
Sloop under his command, and all his Convoy, I beg leave to 
recommend him to their Lordships’ notice ; and if the merits 
of a brother* may be allowed to have any weight, I have the 
sorrow to tell you, that he lost his life, then [Lieutenant] of 
the Peterel attempting, with great bravery, to bring off a Vessel 
which the Sloop had run on shore : he died of his wounds a 
few days ago at Minorca hospital. I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH. 


[From Clarke and M'Artliur, vol. ii. p. 237.] 

Palermo, 8tli December, 1700. 

All our Mediterranean operations arc pretty nearly at a 
stand-still ; for the Enemy have no Fleet at this moment to 
make us keep a good look-out, although I should not be sur- 
prised if the whole combined Fleet should again pay us a visit 
this winter. They were perfectly ready for sea the latter end 
of October, forty-eight Sail of the Line. Admiral Duckworth, 
with all the Ships, Frigates, &c., is ordered by the Admiralty 
from Gibraltar, to go ofFFerrol; and I think from thence will 
be called to the Channel ; therefore, at this moment I have 
only two Sail of the Line, and not more than two Frigates, in 
a condition to go to sea. Our Government naturally look to 
the Russians for aid here, but they will find their mistake : 
the Russian Ships are not able to keep the sea. I am now try- 
ing to bring our long blockade of Malta to a close ; the Garri- 
son of Messina has been permitted to embark for that service, 
and 2500 Russians are, 1 hope, at this moment at Malta. The 
French Ships destined for the relief of Malta went to Villc 
Franche, and landed their provisions and stores for the Army, 
which has since been defeated by General Melas, and 1 1,000 
are said, in the report, to be killed and taken. This must put 
Coni into the hands of the Austrians, and secure Italy from 
that quarter ; but, alas ! we have reports that the Emperor is 


* Lieutenant James Wallace Brentou; he M’as killed when commanding the Boats 
the Peterel, in an attack on an armed Vessel, near Barcelona. 

K 2 
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going to make a truce with the French, and wishes to keep all 
Italy himself. We are anxious to hear from you, for I have 
my fears that your personal bravery will one day end in some 
accident. You have gained credit enough in that way, and 
you must now take care of yourself for other occasions. I 
am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson, 

TO CAPTAIN SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH, K.S. 

[Letter-Book.] 

1 

Palermo, 8tb December, 1700. 

My dear Sir, 

The Lords of the Admiralty have directed me, in their 
letter of October the 22nd, to signify to you, and the Officers 
and Men under your command, the very high sense they 
entertain of your very meritorious services on the several 
important occasions to which your letters relate, as also of the 
several Officers and Men whose conduct you have particularly 
mentioned. And their Lordships also inform me, that a 
Commission is prepared for promoting Lieutenant Canes ^ to 
the rank of Commander. 

It gives me real pleasure to communicate these orders of 
the Board, and nothing shall be wanting on my part to reward 
the merits of those who distinguish themselves ; for believe 
me, dear Sir, your faithful friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palci-mo, December 9tb, 1790. 

My dear Davison, 

Reports are here prevalent that the Ethalion, Alcmene, 
and Naiad have taken some very valuable Prizes off Cape 
Finisterre. The two former belonging to the Mediterranean 
command, devolved upon me by the retifirn to England of all 
my Senior Officers, some of whom have struck their Flags, and 
others gone under the command of other Admirals, I there- 


• Vide vol. iii. p. 400. 
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fore, although the orders for those Ships cruising may have 
been given by my Seniors at that time in the Mediterra- 
nean, yet consider myself from the time (I think, of their 
quitting the Station, but most assuredly from cither their 
Flags being struck, or having passed under the command of 
other Officers,) entitled to the emoluments arising from Prizes 
taken by Mediterranean Ships, as much as if I had a Com- 
mission as Commandcr-in- Chief. I therefore desire, in case 
any difficulty arises from improper claims, that you will lay 
in my claim as Cornmander-in-Chief for all Prizes taken; 
and if this is not authority enough for you to act, pray beg 
Messrs. Marsh and Creed to do it. I am cut short enough 
by having no other emoluments. I, as the King gives me 
this, am determined no power shall take it from me. I con- 
sider my right for the Ethalion and Alcmenc, as two-thirds of 
one-eighth, and Duckworth for the other. Ever, my dear 
friend, believe me your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO LIEUTENANT PHILIP LAMP. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 11th December, 1700. 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter of November 21st, relative to 
the propriety of Admirals sharing prize-money for a Ship 
under the circumstances of the Dover. Although it is not in 
my power to give up without the consent of Admiral Duck- 
worth, yet from the circumstances as stated by you, and the 
accompanying paper, I have no scruple of declaring that, in 
my opinion, the Admirals have no right to share for the 
Vessel taken by the Dover. Having given this as my opinion, 
I cannot but highly reprobate the measure of granting a 
Letter of Marque to the Transport-Board, as an act highly 
detrimental to the King’s service, by holding out a reward for 
the searching for Prizes, instead, probably, of pursuing the 
voyage, and of giving to the Board a part of the profit arising 
from the cruizing of the Store-ships. Here let me be clearly 
understood, that although I reprobate the idea of prize- 
money for the Board in all cases, yet it should be held out to 
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the Commander and crews of such Store-Ships, that if 
they are attacked by any armed Vessel of the Enemy, in 
case of capture, they should not only be entitled to whole 
profit, but also, that if they beat off any armed Vessel, they 
should be entitled to a reward equal to the magnitude of the 
service. I would recommend your keeping back the claimed 
one-eighth, but of sharing the other, and also that you send a 
copy of my letter to the Transport Board. Believe me, dear 
Sir, with real regard, your sincere friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY LIEUTENANT-GENERAL THE HONOURABLE 
EDWARD HENRY EOX. 

[Letter- Book. From Sir Thomas llaiimer’s Correspondence, p. d‘24.J 

Dear Sir, Palermo, December Dhli, 1700. 

I have received a letter from the Transport Board, of which 
I send you a copy ; and I am of opinion that a strong letter 
should be wrote to the Governor of Barcelona, or whom else 
it may concern, our determination to comply with the orders 
of our Government. I venture to send your Excellency a 
letter signed by me, if you approve of it — if not, I beg you 
will either send a letter without my name, or put my name to 
it, as you please. I send orders to the senior Naval Officer at 
Mahon, not on any account to send a Cartel, without your 
concurrence. I think. Sir, you will agree with me, that his 
Majesty’s declaration to Europe had better never be made, 
unless tliey arc carried rigidly into effect. 

Believe me, dear Sir, with every sentiment of esteem. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO THE GOVERNOR OF BARCELONA. 


[Letter-Book. Tnclosed 'n the preceding. 
ImviiJg written luiotlier instead of it.] 


This letter not sent — General Fox 

Mahon. 


Sir, 

We demand from your Excellency the exchange of all his 
Britannic Majesty’s Subjects, our Royal Master, in which we 
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not only include all Minorquins, but also all those who may 
have been captured under the British flag, and carried into 
the Ports of Spain: in particular, we claim the exchange, 
by this Flag of Truce, of Mr. Jeremiah Hotter, an inhabitant 
of Minorca. In making these just demands, w^c expect an 
instant compliance. We announce to your Excellency, that 
the severest retaliation shall take place ; thus your Govern- 
ment will open such a dreadful scene of warfare as has never 
yet disgraced Europe, for which they will receive the execra- 
tion of all good men in this world, and eternal damnation in 
that which is to come. We reserve to ourselves the right of 
thinking Mr. Jeremiah Hotter has been murdered, if he is 
not returned by this Flag of Truce ; the consequences must 
be dreadful to every feeling heart : therefore, we again warn 
you not to touch a hair of his head. It has, we assure your 
Excellency, given us great pain to have occasion to write this 
letter to a Spaniard whose honour has hitherto been untar- 
nished, and we only hope that it will ever remain so, and are 
your Excellency’s most obedient servants, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO HTS EXCELLENCY THE HONOURABLE WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, December JOtli, 17 00. 

Sir, # 

I was yesterday honoured with your Excellency’s letter of 
November 30th, sending me two letters from Austrian Generals, 
calling for a Naval co-operation from Great Britain, as they 
say the Russian Ships do not approach the Coast, and that 
they cannot get supplies of provisions and ammunition to 
take Genoa, without our assistance. There is not that Officer in 
Europe that knows the necessity of our co-operation better 
than myself, and you will do me the justice to say that I kept a 
Squadron for that service, till regularly relieved by the Rus- 
sians, M^ho it was naturally expected would perform all the 
necessary services ; and our Admiralty at home expect it, as 
eight Sail of the Line are taken out of the Mediterranean, with 
a proportion of Frigates and Corvettes ; in fact, there are at 
this moment only two Sail of the Line really fit for service. 
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However, at this moment all our Ships and Troops are em- 
ployed at Malta, yet I will try on this application of General 
Kleriau, and the other General, to send a small Squadron suf- 
ficient to ensure the convoys of provisions and ammunition. 
In joining in this co-operation, it shall be formally declared by 
the Austrian General, that no Capitulation, or any terms, 
shall be entered into with the Enemy, in which the Com- 
manding Officer of the Squadron so employed, shall not be 
consulted, and his signature made as a necessary measure. If 
our assistance is necessary, we have an undoubted right to be 
concerned in every measure, and to give an opinion ; and it 
shall not be considered that if the Squadron is cither blown 
off the Coast, or absent for Convoys of provisions, but in the 
same manner as if they were actually present, and in all terms 
entered into with the Enemy, it shall be expressly stated, that 
the Squadron of his Britannic Majesty acting with the Aus- 
trian Army, and in as strong terms as your Excellency can 
draw it up. This measure, so necessary to his Majesty’s 
honour, I leave in the hands of your Excellency to settle, and 
the Ships shall call at Leghorn for the determination. The 
Austrians cither want us or not: this is the plain fact. If they 
do, we have a full right to a share of the honour and profit 
for our labour ; if they do not, the call for our Ships is very 
great in other parts of the Mediterranean. As to Small craft, 
if I have not been misinformed, Baron d’Espard fitted out 
several Privateers for the express purpose of securing the small 
Vessels from the depredation of Privateers. The garrison of 
Messina is gone to Malta, and I am in hopes when joined 
with the Russians, that I shall be able to send a Ship of the 
Line. We have nothing from England later than October 
the 24th ; of course are very anxious. With every sentiment 
of respect, I have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

P.S. — I am sensible of General Palffy’s flattering compli- 
ments, but as I cannot be a judge of the movements of an 
Army, so he cannot of that of a Fleet. He cither is ignorant, 
or appears so, that the greatest Naval for?e of the Enemy is 
blocked up in Malta by our Ships ; and also that we are try- 
ing all our efforts to get possession of that important place, in 
order for the restoration of the Order of Malta. 
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TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE HON. LIEUTENANT-GENERAL FOX. 
[Letter Book.] 


Palermo, 14tlj Decemlier, 1709. 

Dear Sir, 

I send your Excellency Colonel Graham’s letters, both 
from Messina and Malta, where, thank God, he landed on 
the 10th, Wc shall now be able to hold our own, till a 
sufficient force can be collected to attack La Valetta. Graham 
wants many stores, as, I dare say, he tells you, and I am sure 
your Excellency will afford every assistance to get this very 
long business to a close. The Austrians arc calling out for a 
Naval co-operation on the Coast of Genoa. It is my wish ; 
for no man knows more the necessity than myself— having this 
war served with the Austrians, when they were on that 
Coast. They complain that the Russian Ships never come 
near them. Our Government think, naturally, that eleven Sail 
of the Line, Frigates, &c., should do something: I find they do 
notliing. On the 17th of November — at latest, the 19th, the 
Admiral was to sail from Naples with the troops for Malta ; 
blit, alas 1 on the 9th of December, it was said it would be 
five or six days. The troops are represented by those who 
have seen them as a very fine bod;^ of men ; and as I feel 
confident that you will have orders to send more troops to 
Malta, we shall soon find our Squadron liberated, and on other 
service ; for at this moment I have not a Ship to send on the 
North Coast of Italy. 

I send you Mr. Wyndham’s letter and enclosures. I have 
directed the Convoy for England to sail the moment the 
Speedy appears off Mahon, with the trade from Messina. 
Captain Louis is directed to proceed to Malta, with stores 
for our Ships, which are in a truly miserable state. In every- 
thing I shall be truly happy in meeting your wishes : my only 
desire is to know them ; for believe me, with the greatest 
respect, your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

• Buonte Nelson. 
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TO CAPTAIN LOUIS, II. M. SHIP MINOTAUR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Sir, Palermo, December ILtli, 1799. 

You will receive the orders for the sailing of the Convoy 
for England, which you will give the necessary direction for 
being carried into execution. You must load your Ship with 
stores for our Ships off Malta. Cables, sails, [they are] in 
very great distress for, particularly the Lion. If you cannot 
carry all which the Yard can give, take one of the Frigates 
to assist. You know from experience the want of cables 
and sails, with every other store — therefore you will have a 
fellow-feeling. In case the Princess Charlotte should not be 
arrived in time for the Convoy, I would not have them kept 
one moment for her. We must take care that they are seen 
In safety past Cape de Gatte, and not left but with a levanter. 
I am called on for a Naval force on the Coast of Genoa, but, 
at this moment, I have not the means in ray power; for I 
wish to leave General Fox every means to keep up a constant 
communication with Leghorn. If you want to send this 
Cutter to Gibraltar with the letters of the General, do so, 
directing her not to stay more than forty-eight hours, and to 
return with the Garrison letters for Minorca and for ours. If 
the St. Vincent Cutter is gone on that service, I wish L’Entre- 
prenant returned to me. Trusting to your activity, believe 
me ever 3^our obliged humble servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

If this letter should find you at sea, if not far advanced, I 
would have you return for the stores; but if well on your 
w'^ay, to proceed direct for Malta, and Troubridge will send 
either Audacious or Lion to Mahon. 


TO THE OFFICERS OF HIS MAJESTY’S DOCK-YARD, 

PORT MAHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Atty Transport, Palermo, llth December, 1799. 

Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter of 26th November, enclosing a 
list of stores wanting for re-fitting his Majesty’s Ships at 
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Mahon, and the necessity of purchasing them, if no supplies 
were expected from England ; and as his Majesty’s Ships now 
cruizing off Malta must all, or the greatest part of them, 
shortly go down to Mahon to refit, and they being in want of 
stores of every kind, you will, therefore, cause to be purchased 
at Leghorn, or wherever else they may be procured, such 
stores as are absolutely necessary for refitting the Ship that 
may be sent to you, as there are no stores at present expected 
from England ; and it is my positive direction that no Captain 
whatsoever, who may occasionally become senior Officer in 
the Port of Mahon, do in future attempt to order the purchase 
of stores of any kind, and that you do not purchase them by 
such order. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY COMTE MUSCITIN P. BRUCE, UUSSrAN 
AMBASSADOR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 14th December, 1700. 

Sir, 

I am this moment honoured with your Excellency’s letter, 
putting to me several questions from Admiral Ouschakoft*, 
which, I am happy to say, it is in my power to answer in a very 
few words — viz., that, by order of my Royal Master, every 
exertion in my power is to be made, (which is done,) and I 
hope that also every exertion from the Officers of his Imperial 
Majesty will be made, to place the Flag of the Order of 
Jerusalem in La Valetta. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

I request that your Excellency will, if possible, send off 
this night to the Emperor of Russia’s Admiral a copy of my 
answer, as the service of the Grand Master of Malta wall be 
seriously affected by any delays; and I have further to 
observe, that if the Russian troops are ready to go to Malta, 
and that if Admiral Ouschakoff does not think it right to 
convoy them, and [will] permit me to embark them, I will 
make the necessary arrangement as expeditiously as possible. 

B. N. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ^ ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

A tty Transport, Palemo, 14tli December, 1799. 

Sir, 

I have received a letter from the Transport Board, enclos- 
ing copies of their Lordships’ letters to that Board, of the 8th 
and 11th October last, respecting the exchange of prisoners 
of war with Spain, and the natives of Minorca in particular ; 
and I beg you will be pleased to inform their Lordships, that 
all proper steps shall be taken to get exchanged all his 
Majesty’s Minorcan subjects that are prisoners of war in that 
Kingdom. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, December 14th, 1799. 

Sir, 

1 have this moment a letter from Commodore Troubridge, 
telling me that the Culloden and Foudroyant arrived with the 
two British regiments from Messina on the 10th. I trust 
this force will, at least, hold our present advantageous post till 
a proper force can be got together to attack La Valetta. The 
Russians had not left Naples on the 9th, and it was thought 
it would be five or six days before they sailed for Messina. 
On every account, I am anxious for this business being 
finished. Our Ships are torn to pieces ; the Audacious has 
the knee of her head loose, and in a wretched state ; the 
Lion as bad, and the Alexander at present absolutely unable 
to keep the sea; the Culloden, although my brave friend 
never complains, is in such a state, that, for the world, I would 
not send her to sea by herself I have had yesterday a very 
strong call for a British Squadron on the Coast of Genoa. I 
see the necessity of one as strong as any Van in Europe, for 
the Russians do nothing by sea ; therefore, if their Lordships 
expect any active sea operations from them; they will find 
their mistake. Captain Martin was relieved by an Admiral, 
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two Sail of the Line, Frigates, &c. : they have never yet been 
on the Coast since last September ; but I will try and get a 
small Squadron for that service. I was anxious to get more 
Ships off Cadiz since the departure of Admiral Duckworth ; 
but at this moment it is not possible, from the circumstance 
of General Fox’s orders to Colonel Graham. In addition to 
my other occupations, I am a Commissary for our Troops. I 
have pledged Bronte for 12,000 ounces, if any difficulties arise 
in the payment; and I am obliged to beg, as an individual, of 
this Government, for those necessary stores, without which, 
our Troops would stand still, and which are not sent from 
Minorca., or allowed to be purchased. The Emperor of Russia’s 
magnificent Box is ready to go to market, in order to assist in 
placing the Grand Master of Malta in his scat of Government. 
As to myself, I can see, and that is all I can say ; therefore, 
having not been placed in a situation of those who are Com- 
manders-in-Chief, I want many of those helps which they 
possess, and this must plead my excuse with their Lordships, 
if I appear wanting in attention. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE IMPERIAL AMBASSADOR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 16tli December, 1709. 

Lord Nelson, Duke de Bronte, has the honour to inform 
his Excellency, the Imperial Ambassador, that no Imperial 
Vessel has been seized by any of the Ships of the Squadron 
under his command. 

The Vessel alluded to, in his Excellency’s letter of the 14th 
instant, was taken under Neapolitan colours, and the cargo 
shipped in Tunis, by French Agents, for the relief of La 
Valetta. All the papers and documents respecting her are 
lodged in the British Court of Vice-Admiralty at Gibraltar 
for adjudication, therefore Lord Nelson cannot interfere. 
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TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Troubridge, Palermo, KUh December, 1700. 

When the Minotaur arrives^ if you think you can spare me 
the Northumberland, I want to send Captain Martin to act 
with the Austrians, on the Coast of Genoa ; for they complain 
bitterly of the Russian Ships, and that all their Convoys of 
provisions and ammunition have been prevented passing 
on the Coast, which has delayed the fall of Genoa. The 
Penelope arrived here yesterday, but as it is not improbable 
that the Enemy’s fleet may again make us a visit, I have de- 
termined on sending her to the westward, that we may not be 
surprised. I am totally ignorant of what Duckworth has left, 
and except the Line of Battle Ships, of what he has taken. I 
would recommend a good look-out, but not to be unnecessarily 
alarmed. We must in our situation trust to the look-out of 
Lord Bridport’s fleet. The two Transports which I have 
been obliged to fit out, you had better keep for your service. 
The Cutter sailed yesterday morning for Minorca, and as the 
wind is easterly, she may make a good passage. Our news 
from France is, that the Directory and Councils are abolished, 
that Buonaparte, Sieyes, and Roger Diicos have called them- 
selves Consuls, are removed to St. Cloud, and hold out that 
peace for the Republic is their only object; and peace it 
must bring us ; for cither it is a plan to restore the King, or 
such a firm Government will be fixed, as will force us to make 
peace. Your patent for the Baronetage, Lord Spencer writes 
me, was in the Office in September, and he wonders has not 
appeared in the Gazette.* The business of Holland has, I dare 
say, kept it back, as they wish to do something for Mitchell* 
and the soldiers) 

I send you the answer of Prince Cuto about the artillery- 
men. If the Russians do not bring them, perhaps you may 

send the Lion for them. I am blind — therefore both Graham 

% 

* The was not notified in the London Gazette until the SOth of November 

1700 . 

® Viee Admiral Andrew Mitchell, wlio received the Order of the Bath, in January 
followin’^. 
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and Ball must forgive me not writing them. May speedy 
success attend you is the sincere wish of your affectionate 
friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

Remember us to Italinsky. General Acton’s answer docs 
not say a word about Syracuse or Augusta, but I will try and 
get the order. Harriman wishes to go to you — therefore I 
send him, and we must try and get him something as In- 
terpreter, or if the place is taken, he might be useful in 
making inventories. The 28th Regiment is said to be gone 
to where they will die. Flora is reported to be 

gone with them. 


TO CAPTAIN HENRY BLACKWOOD, II. IM. SHIP PENELOPE. 

The Atty Transport, Pnlcrmo, Kith December, I/O!). 

Whereas I have received information that the Combined 
fleets of the Enemy are destined for the Mediterranean, and 
as I think such an event very probable, if they elude the 
vigilance of our Channel fleet, you arc hereby required and 
directed to proceed down the Mediterranean, without call- 
ing at any place on your route, and on your arrival at 
Gibraltar, j'ou will, in confidence^ communicate this order, 
and the circumstances you know respecting this information, 
to his Excellency the Governor, to Commissioner Inglcfield, 
and the Officer commanding his Majesty’s Ships there. Which 
having done, you will proceed immediately through the 
Gut, and station the Penelope in what you think the most 
eligible position for falling in with the Fleet of the Enemy, 
i)etween Cape Spartel and (Jape St. Vincent, keeping a 
very good look-out. And in case of your seeing them, 
or having intelligence that you can depend on, of their actual 
approach off Cape St. Vincent, you will directly return through 
the Gut, and make the same known to. the Governor and 
Senior Officer of his Majesty’s Ships at Gibraltar, by send- 
ing your Boat on shore, proceeding in the Ship you com- 
mand up the Mediterranean, giving information to any of 
his Majesty’s Ships you may fall in with, of the Enemy’s 
approach, that they may make it known to the Com- 
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manding Officer at Mahon, proceeding yourself to Malta, 
to give them information also, and to put them on their 
guard. But in case you do not fall in with any of his Majesty’s 
Ships in your passage up the Mediterranean, you will, in that 
case, call at Mahon, and communicate the intelligence you 
have received, and proceed to Malta. Not meeting with the 
Enemy’s fleet, or gaining such intelligence as may cause you 
to leave your station between Cape Spartel and Cape St. 
Vincent, you will continue to cruize there, for the space of 
six weeks, when you will return to Gibraltar, putting your- 
self under the command of the Senior Officer at that place, 
and following his orders for your further proceedings. 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS OE NIZA. 

[Letter Book.] 

Palermo, 18tU December, 1700. 

My Lord, 

I cannot allow you to pass from under my command with- 
out assuring you of my sincere and cordial thanks for your 
constant and ready obedience to every order and wish I have 
directed to your Lordship for the Public service ; and allow 
me to say, that it is impossible for any Officer to have 
executed them with [more] alertness and judgment than your- 
self. I have, in particular, to express to your Lordship my 
approbation of your judgment in continuing to obey my orders 
for the Public service in remaining at Malta till I could get 
Ships to relieve you, instead of an immediate obedience to 
your orders from the Court of Portugal, which, had you 
obeyed, the French would, most probably, [have] been in 
possession of the whole Island, and the Allies might not 
have been able to even effect a landing. Your orders, which 
it would be no longer proper to disobey, forces me with 
regret to part from you. I have, therefore, again to thank 
you for all your kindness towards me, and%o assure [you] with 
what respect and esteem 1 feel myself your most obliged, 
humble servant, 


Bronte Nelson. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS HE NIZA, 
[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 18th December, 1799. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that I no longer 
consider you, or the Ships of your Squadron, under my com- 
mand : I therefore again beg you will accept of my sincere 
thanks for your prompt obedience and execution of all my 
orders for the public service, and [wishes] that you may meet 
with a just reward for your meritorious conduct on your 
return to Lisbon. I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, 
&c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 
[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, December 18th, 1799. 

My dear Lord, 

I cannot get the Russian Admiral to come from Naples — 
therefore, our troops are at a stand still at Malta, and seem 
preparing to resist an attack from the French, [rather] than 
to make one. I think the Emperor of Russia will not be 
pleased with his Admiral, but nothing shall be wanting on 
my part to finish this business, consistent with the other 
services entrusted to me. The Phaeton arrived yesterday 
from Constantinople ; and Lord Elgin presses me, if it can be 
done, to send a larger Squadron into the Levant Seas. But 
your Lordship knows that is not possible, and, indeed, except 
to gratify the Turks is there any service for a large Squadron, 
Malta having kept everything not wanted for other particular 
services. If I could have any Cruisers, as was my plan, off 
Cape Bon, in Africa, and between Corsica and Toulon, Mr. 
Buonaparte could not probably have got to France ; but if it 
bring on a confusion at Paris, I hope it will be for the best. 
As the Board have called Admiral Duckworth to watch 
kerrol, and I have no Ships of the Line, (Foudroyant 
excepted,) except the Northumberland, which is fit to go out 
of the Mediterranean, I have detached the Phaeton and Pene- 
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lope to cruize between Cape Spartel and St Vincent, in case 
the Enemy’s fleet should be coming this road, and elude the 
vigilance of Lord Bridport, that I may have timely notice of 
their approach ; and this station will also be favourable for in- 
tercepting any outward-bound Ships from Cadiz. The Grand 
Signior has sent me, with a very elegant letter, a drawing of 
the Battle of the Nile, together with a drawing of myself — a 
curious present, but highly flattering to me, as it marks 1 
am not in the least forgotten. I am almost blind — therefore, 
my dear Lord, excuse my writing more at this moment, and 
only believe me ever your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO Ills HIGHNESS THE DEY OF ALGIERS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

PaJormo, P^tli December, 1700. 

Sir, 

Ilis Imperial Majesty Sultan Selim, having sent an Officer 
with dispatches for your Highness, I have directed an English 
frigate to carry him to Algiers ; and I take this early oppor- 
tunity of acquainting you that the Portuguese Squadron arc 
no longer under my command since yesterday. It having 
ever been my study to prove his Britannic Majesty, my 
gracious Master, your Highness’s best friend, you will receive 
this extraordinary mark of my duty as an incontcstiblc proof 
of it. Your Highness must be sensible how steadily my 
attention must have been employed to keep such a Squadron 
from your Coast. In return for this kindness, the Ships of 
your Highness have taken Vessels having my recommenda- 
tion, in consequence of which, they have many of them 
gone to your Ships, where they were captured and carried 
into slavery ; and these Vessels having certificates were not 
carrying merchandize, (for to such I never gave certificates,) 
but provisions, for those who were fighting against the 
common Ei\emy. You might as well have taken their arms 
as their bread. I look forward, from your Highness’s character 
for humanity, for the immediate release of poor people, who, 
in consequence of my paper, put themselves in your power, 
[and] for the restitution of the Vessels. I only look for 
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justice, and I pray you to have the goodness to think for a 
moment that it was Nelson who put them in the power of 
your Cruisers, and not their activity. There cannot, your 
Highness will allow, be a stronger proof of my attention, 
than in my communication of this day, which puts you in the 
way to avoid your enemies, the Portuguese, now no longer 
restrained by mo, gives you an opportunity of showing to 
the world your humanity and justice, and of highly gratifying 
your Excellency’s most faithful friend and servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


Sir, 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Atty Transport, Palermo, the 18th December, 1700. 


I beg leave to acquaint you that his Majesty’s Ship Phaeton 
arrived here yesterday from Constantinople, having, by desire 
of the Ottoman Ministry, brought two Turks from thence — 
the one to be landed at Tunis, the other at Algiers, which 
Captain Morris will do on his way down the Mediterranean. 

Not knowing whether Rear-Admiral Duckworth hath left 
any Ship to cruize between Cape Spartel and Cape St. 
Vincent, I have put the Penelope under Captain Morris’s 
orders, and directed him to cruize in such a position between 
those Capes as he may think most eligible for annoying the 
Enemy, as well as to keep a good look out for the approach 
of the Combined fleets, whom I have reason to suppose, from 
♦the information I have received, are destined for the Mediter- 
ranean ; and, in case of their approach, to run for Minorca 
and Malta, to put them on their guard. 

Captain Blackwood having sprung his fore -yard, calls at 
Minorca in his way down, to take either the fore or main- 
yard of the Courageux to replace it, as there are no spars at 
Mahon to make one. The Russian Squadron, which should 
have sailed from Naples Bay for Malta, with their Troops, on 
the 17th of last month, are still laying there, and the Troops 
Dot yet embarked, although the necessity for using dispatch 
has been strongly urged to their Admiral. Those delays on 
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their part, very much retard the operation against Malta, but 
nothing has been wanting on ours. 

The Marquis de Niza arrived here two days ago from 
Malta to refit and victual, having left the command of the 
blockade to Commodore Sir Thomas Troubridge, Bart, from 
whence he proceeds immediately, by order of his Court, to 
Lisbon, with the Squadron under his command. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO THE HONOURABLE LIEUTENANT-GENERAL FOX. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Dawson Turner, Esq., F.R.S.] 

Palermo, 18th December, 1799. 

Sir, 

I have received your Excellency’s letter of the 6th inst., 
requesting my assistance for his Majesty’s Ships to convey 
from Sardinia, Elba, or Leghorn, such Corsican recruits as 
may be raised at those places, from time to time, to Mahon ; 
and I beg leave to assure your Excellency, that I shall at all 
times be ready to meet your wishes, and render you all the 
assistance in my power ; and whenever you may have occa- 
sion for any Ship for this service, you will be pleased to make 
application to the senior Officer of his Majesty’s Ships at 
Mahon, who will send such Ship as may be necessary to take 
them to Mahon. I have the honour to be your Excellency’s 
most obedient and faithful servant, 

, Bronte Nelson. 


TO J. FAGAN, ESQ., RO.AIE. 

[From Harrison’s Life of Nelson, vol. ii. p. 20^3. It is also printed, with some 
trifling variations, in the “ Naval Chronicle,’' vol. iii. p. 145.] 

PaVermo, December 19th, 1799. 

Dear Sir, 

Sir William Hamilton has been so kind as to communicate 
to me the distinguished honour intended me by the inha- 
bitants, l>y you, and other Professors and Admirers of the Fine 
Arts, at Rome, to erect a Monument. I have not words suffi- 
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cient to express my feelings, on hearing that my actions have 
contributed to preserve the works which form the School of 
Fine Arts in Italy, which the modern Goths wanted to carry 
off and destroy. That they may always remain in the only 
place worthy of them, Rome, are and will be my fervent wishes, 
together with the esteem of, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged servant, 
Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

ralermo, lOtli December, 1709. 

My dear Troubridge, 

If I rightly remember, I mentioned in one of my letters to 
you, that I intended the Princess Charlotte as the Ship to 
take charge of the present Convoy to England, and the 
Alliance to go under her command ; therefore, if you have 
not already dispatched those two Ships to Mahon for that 
purpose, I beg they may be sent down immediately, as the 
Convoy will wait for their arrival, there being only the 
Gorgon there, which is not of force sufficient. By the 
•Boyne Transport I have sent you bread and wine, with an 
assortment of provisions ; and by the Arab tender I have sent 
also thirty pipes of wine ; and a Transport sails this evening 
to load wood at Coronea, which I hope will be with you soon. 
General Acton has informed me that four cargoes of wood 
have already been ordered for the troops at Malta, on the 
demand of Chevalier Italinsky. Wishing you every success, 
believe me, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN MORRIS, H.M. SHIP PHAETON. 

[Letter Book.] 

Atty Transport, Palermo, lUtli December, 1709. 

Sir, 

On your return to Gibraltar from carrying my orders into 
execution, you will, in all probability, find yourself the senior 
Officer: in that case, you will render every assistance to 
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General O’Hara and the Garrison of Gibraltar, and use your 
endeavours to keep the Ports of the Barbary States open, as 
well as the Gut of Gibraltar, to protect the trade, and keep a 
good look out on Cadiz, or of the approach of the Enemy’s fleet, 
that timely information may be given to the different stations 
of Mahon and Malta, either by dispatching such Ships as you 
have at Gibraltar, or running up yourself for that purpose. 
I am, &c., 

Bbonte Nelson. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS DE NTZA. 
[Letter-Book.] 


Palermo, 19th December, 1799. 

My Lord, 

I have to request you will be pleased to communicate to 
the Commodores of the Squadron of her Most Faithful 
Majesty under your Excellency’s orders, my sincere thanks 
and approbation of their services whilst under my command, 
as well as to the Captains and Officers serving under them, on 
board their respective Ships; and also to the Officers and 
Men serving on shore in the Kingdom of Naples, and at the* 
Island of Malta, for their very exemplary, brave, and merito- 
rious conduct, and strict obedience to command. 

And I have further to request that you will be pleased to 
communicate my entire approbation, and sincere thanks, to 
the Captains, Thomson and Welch, for the activity and alacrity 
with which they have performed the various services in which 
they have been employed, and that your Excellency will be 
pleased to recommend them, and the Captain of the Fleet, 
l)on Rodrigo de Pinto, to his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Brazil for promotion. Believe me, with the sincerest regard 
and esteem, your Excellency’s most obedient and most faithful 
servant, 


Bronte Nelson. 
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TO THE PRESIDI OF ZANTE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

PalenuO) December 21st, 1799. 

Gentlemen, 

I have received, through the hands of Mr. Spirldion 
Foresti, your very elegant and highly flattering present of a 
Sword and Cane, with a letter,^ valuable ten thousand times 
more than any gold and diamonds; and I shall preserve them 
for my descendants, who, I trust, never will forget for a moment 

The following is a translation of the Letter alluded to, which, with the original, 
is in the Nelson Papers : 

“ To the Most Honourable Lord Nelson, Knight of the Bath, Pear -Admiral of 
the Red, and Commander of His Majesty’s Fleets in the Mediterranean. 

“Most Honourable Sir, 

“Magnanimous Hero! — your tuslonishiiig Victories have liberated this part of 
(Ireoce, which had fallen an involuntary victim to French rage. Harassed by 
so many misfortunes, surrounded on all sides by the horrors of anarchy, destruction 
was not far removed from us. In the midst of this so great affliction of our hearts, 
who could have foreseen that a man of such talents, sprung from the gi-eat nation 
of Britain, would have flown to have altered the face of our destiny ? Voiir appear- 
ance in the Seas of Egypt w’as a prodigy, but a still greater prodigy was your im- 
mortal Victory. These Seas were rendered free; the Imperial combined Fleets 
descended, and, from that moment, the august voices of Religion, of Nature, of 
Justice, and of Humanity were, without terror, heard amongst ns; our hearts, 
kindled by the sacred flame of gratitude, consecrate to you a Sword and a Trun- 
cheon ; accept of them, generous hero, as a small te.stimony of our veneration, and 
preserve it as a faithful emblem of that eternal gratitude and remembrance, in which 
your immortal name will ever be held by this City, ever an admirer of your mighty 
deeds. May they accelerate that brilliant day, in which, with the glory and pence 
oi thrones, tlie miseries of the human race may cease ! We remai]i, with the most 
respectful veneration, your most humble, devoted, and obliged Servants, 

“Anastasio Loootati. 

; Gaita. 

“Basilio Macri. I „ ... 

..XT V Presidi. 

“ Niccolo F oecARDi. 

“Andbka Cocchini. 

“Giovanni Sicuro. 

“Zantc, 25111 October, 1790.” 

These presents are thus mentioned in Mhs Knight’s MS. JourunJ : — 

“ Arrived tlie Perseus, Captain Compton, from Corfu. Brought a gold-hilted 
Sword and Cane, as a present from the inhabitants of Znnto to Lord Nelson. On 
the Sword are trophies, and tliis inscription — Phario Vivtori Zacynlhus. Round 
the Cane is a row of diamonds, and a button. It was intended tliat it sluiuld liuve 
been riclily ornamenlt.d with jewels ; hut though the ladies gave what they had, 
enough was not to be found. They are wannly attached to the English name.” 



152 


LETTERS. 


[1799. 


the honour conferred upon me by the Inhabitants of the 
Island of Zante. To be considered by you, Gentlemen, as 
the first cause of your liberation from French tyranny, is, 
although true, yet such an example of gratitude, as will ever 
do you the highest honour, I only wish for an opportunity 
to mark the sense I entertain of your goodness to me, by 
doing something more to increase the prosperity of your 
Island. That all the Inhabitants of Zante may increase in 
happiness is the sincere prayer, and shall be the exertion of. 
Gentlemen, your most faithful and. obliged, 

Brontk Nelson. 


TO SPIRIDION FOREST!, ESQ., CORFU. 


[Letter- Book.] 


Pdermo, December 21st, 1700. 


Dear Sir, 

I beg leave to transmit you a letter of thanks for the high 
and flattering honour conferred upon me by the inhabitants 
of Zante; and I beg that you will have the goodness to 
expre.ss in fuller terms than any words I can find, ray sense of 
their kindness, and of my wish to prove myself further useful 
to them. 

I have sent by a Neapolitan messenger a packet of great 
importance, and the Minister of his Sicilian Majesty tells me 
he has a Tartan waiting at Corfu ; but I beg you will take 
care that it is expedited as expeditiously as possible. Our 
news here is of a civil war in France — Buonaparte against 
Barras. May God increase their confusion. You must ex- 
cuse this short letter : [it] will only allow me to thank you 
sincerely for all your kindness to me, and he assured that I 
shall ever feel myself your obliged 

Bronte Nelson. 

If General Villettes is at Corfu, I beg my sinccrest regards 
to him. ' 



JET. 41.] 


LETTERS. 


153 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE EARL OF ELGIN. 

[ Letter-Book, j 

Palermo, 21st December, 1790. 

My Lord, 

I was honoured with your letter of November 28th, by 
Captain Morris, and I did not fail to pay immediate attention 
to your good wishes for him, by sending him directly off 
Cadiz, calling in his way down the Mediterranean, at Tunis 
and Algiers, to land two Officers sent by the Capitan Pacha, 
with the dispatches. They were lodged in this house during 
their very short stay here ; and your Lordship will be so good 
as to inform the Ottoman Minister, that by this day I hope 
the person for Tunis is arrived at his destination ; and they 
do me but justice in believing that I am always alert to do 
them every kindness, for as no man ever received greater 
favour from the Sublime Porte, so no one shall be more 
grateful. 

I have regretted sincerely the escape of Buonaparte ; but 
those Ships which were destined by me for the two places 
where he would certainly have been intercepted, were, from 
the Admiralty thinking, doubtless, that the Russians would 
do something at sea, obliged to be at Malta, and other ser- 
vices which I thought the Russian Admiral would have 
assisted me in — therefore, no blame lays at my door. The 
Vincejo, a few days ago, took a Vessel from Egypt with 
General Voix and seventy-five Officers, mostly of Buonaparte’s 
staff; and also Captain Long was happy enough to save the 
dispatches, w^hich were thrown overboard, but with an insuffi- 
cient weight to instantly sink them. I send you copies of all 
those which you have not got. (Apropos, your dispatches 
went for Gibraltar the day of the Phaeton’s arrival, 17th De- 
cember.) I hope that your recommendation for the Vizir’s 
pushing on in Egypt will be duly attended to, and I have no 
doubt that the campaign will end in the destruction of the 
French. 

I shall endeavour to get some Ships on the Coast of Africa, 
to watch for any small Vessels going with supplies to Egypt; 
but the Porte may rest assured that the Enemy have no Ships 
in Toulon, able to carry any useful reinforcement of men. I 
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own my hope yet is, that the Sublime Porte will never permit 
a single Frenchman to quit Egypt ; and I own myself wicked 
enough to wish them all to die in that Country they chose to 
invade. We have scoundrels of French enough in Europe 
without them. We have nothing from England since Octo- 
ber 24th ; being in a corner, we are forgot. I cannot get the 
Russian Admiral to move from Naples. He was to have 
sailed the 17th November. I hear the General Prince W, 
is very much displeased. Our troops landed there the 10th, 
and are waiting impatiently their arrival. The fall of Malta 
would enable me instantly to attend to all the services required 
of me. The Austrian Generals in the Riviera of Genoa call 
loudly for a Naval co-operation from me, although the Russians 
have an Admiral and Squadron on that Coast. I do not think 
the application to the Court of Portugal, for the release of 
Algerines can be listened to ; for I should be very sorry to 
see the doctrine established that free Ships make free goods. 
Last war, the circumstances of our situation forced us to 
acquiesce ; but this war we take Enemy’s property, wherever 
we find it. I again take the liberty of repeating that it is 
contrary to my opinion, allowing a single Frenchman from 
Egypt to return during the war to France. It would [be a] 
paper I never would subscribe to ; but 1 submit to the better 
judgment of men. Ever, my Lord, believe me, &c. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO butgadieu-general graham. 

[Letter-Rook.] 

Palermo, December 32ntl, 1700. 

My dear Sir, 

I thank you sincerely for your letter of the 15th, which I 
have sent to General Acton, and as he has told Sir William 
that a cartc-blanche is gone to Syracuse and Augusta, I hope 
you will gel everything those places can supply, but we can- 
not expect them to lay out money for us. If they give us 
money worth, it is all we can have a right to expect. The 
Transports, which go from here with provisions, and one for 
wood, shall have my directions to call at Messina for the 
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artillerymen. If they are ready, they will soon be with you as 
the Vessels are only kept here by bad weather. The Russian 
Admiral is very slow in his movements, and I hear the General 
Prince W. is very angry at his not carrying him to Malta. I 
am very anxious for the business of Malta being speedily 
finished. 1 am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO COMIVIODOllE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palemo, December, 1799. 

My dear Troubridge, 

Your letters of December 15th are at this moment arrived, 
by express, from Messina. Everything we have here I have 
ordered to be shipped on board a Transport, and she shall 
sail as expeditiously as possible. The other two are detained 
here by very bad weather. I have wrote to you by them. 
Never mind the Culloden’s getting on shore. She has done 
enough, and I shall write to Lord Spencer by post, that if he 
does not send you or me another Ship, that your services will 
be lost for a short time, and even that our Country cannot 
afford. At all events do not fret yourself. As to the Russians, 
I doubt their being in a hurry — at least, the Admiral. A 
Frigate is just coming in: I fancy the Pearl — if so, she shall 
join you to-morrow. 

The Frigate is the Phaeton, put back by bad weather. Do 
not send the Foudroyant, but use her ; and when you can 
get Ships enough, send one or two off Cape Bon, or on the 
Coast most likely to meet Vessels going to Egypt, but the 
Captains must be cautioned of the shoals off Lampedosa and 
towards Tripoli. The [Esquerques ?] they all know. The 
Vincejo a few days ago took a Vessel from Alexandria with 
General Voix and a number of Officers — also the dispatches, 
which are of the greatest importance. By the Pearl I will send 
them for your and Graham’s perusal. In short, either more 
money and ammunition must be sent to Egypt, or that Army 
will fall. In my opinion, the combined Fleets arc destined 
for that service, and the relief of Malta, if the commotions at 
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Paris do not alter their intentions. I hope the Strombolo will 
carry the artillerymen from Messina ; for I dare not order the 
Transport with provisions to call there, as he is an old trader 
and wishes of all things to go there. We have nothing from 
England since October 22nd. The Peterel has left tw’^o 
cases for you, but I will not trust them but by a Vessel of 
War. I have wrote by Harriman. I am undergoing a course 
of electricity, which I begin to think will give sight to my 
blind eye. May God bless you. 

Bronte Nelson. 

Remember me kindly to Ball. I would write, but I am 
dispatching the Peterel to Corfu, with letters for Constanti- 
nople ; and for England by the Phaeton. The wood Vessel, 
I am sorry to say, must be kept another day to take in the 
Phaeton’s powder, as her magazine has overflowed. If the 
Princess Charlotte is not sailed for Mahon, send her directly. 
The vessels at Messina %verc not in the least ready for a 
Convoy. They have now sent an express, which Government 
pays for, to ask for the Speedy to stay till they can load their 
Ships. The Alliance I ordered from Trapani, and she is 
ready to sail from Mahon. I send a letter for Mahon, if 
the Princess Charlotte is not gone, in consequence of my 
former letter. 

TO ins EXCELLENCY THE GRAND VIZIR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

* 

Palermo, 2‘2iid December, 1700. 

Sir, 

Was I to attempt by words to express what I felt on receiv- 
ing the Imperial present of the drawing of the Battle of Abou- 
kir, and the highly flattering letter wrote by your Excellency, 
in obedience to the Imperial command, I should feel myself 
unequal to the task ; therefore, I can only beg your Excel- 
lency to express, in words most adapted to convey my gratitude 
to his Imperial Majesty, my sense of tlfe extraordinary high 
honour conferred upon me, by a Present more valuable than 
gold or jewels, as they may come only from the hand of a great 
Monarcli, while this can only flow from the benevolent heart 
of a good Man. That the Almighty may pour down his 
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choicest blessings on the Imperial hcad^ and ever give his arms 
victory over all his enemies, is the fervent prayer, and shall 
ever be, as far as my abilities will allow me, the constant exer- 
tion, of your Excellency’s obliged servant, 

Bronte Nelson, 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY J. SPENCER SMITH, ESQ., SECRETARY OF 
EMBASSY, CONSTANTINOPLE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 22Tid December, 1790. 

(Look at my seal.) 

My dear Sir, 

I have not only to thank you for your letters of October 20th, 
27th, and November 18th, but for all your kind attention to 
me, and I assure you it will give me real pleasure to have an 
opportunity of cultivating your personal acquaintance. 

The present from the Grand Signior is certainly curious, 
and particularly in this point, that it assures me of the good- 
ness of his heart; and, a rare qualification for Monarchs, 
that he does not forget services rendered him. A handful of 
diamonds comes naturally from the hand of a great Monarch, 
but this drawing, made probably for the occasion, could only 
come from an affectionate, amiable disposition; and I beg 
you will have the goodness to express my sensations, wdicn 
you deliver the letter sent herewith. I feel perfectly unable 
to tell my feelings on this, to me, gratifying occasion. 

Except Sir Tliomas Troubridge, all your Levant friends are 

gone to England, as is the ; and I fancy I have no 

^ more reason to be satisfied with her Captain’s kindness than 
yourself. He was angry that I could not get him pratique, 
and I fancy said some things not perfectly correct when he 
got to England. I have read with pleasure all that has passed 
IB Egypt between Buonaparte, Klcber, and tlie Grand Vizir; 
and I send Lord Elgin some very important l^apers, which 
will show their very deplorable situation. But I cannot bring 
myself to believe they would entirely quit Egypt ; and, if 
they would, I never would consent to one of them returning 
to the Continent of Europe during the war. I wish thenv to 
perish in Egypt, and give a great lesson to the world of the jus- 
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tice of the Almighty. I wish if the Russian troops you men- 
tion were at Malta, as also those from Naples ; but Admiral 
Ouschakoff cannot be got to move ; and by his carelessness, 
the fall of Malta is not only retarded, but the Island may be 
lost. The Ships in the harbour are ready for sea, and will try 
to escape. Four daj’^s ago three shells fell into the Guillaume 
Tell, and her poop is blown up. When you write to your 
brother, remember me kindly to him. I regret I have not a 
Vessel to send with these letters to Egypt, but I have nothing 
equal to the service imposed upon me. Adieu, my dear Sir, 
and believe me ever your obliged 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, SOrd December, 1709. 

My dear Lord, 

You will sec with some sorrow the accident which has befell 
the Cullodcn, and now it only remains for you to decide 
whether the services of Troubridge arc to be lost in the 
Mediterranean : he must evidently have another Ship, or 
be an established Commodore. You will have received the 
important papers from Egypt, copies of those which Lord 
Elgin has not, go off this day for Corfu, and from thence 
by land to Constantinople. I wish to have a Squadron 
of two or three Vessels off Cape Bon, in Africa, and 
another to assist the Austrians in the Riviera of Genoa; 
but I absolutely want more than I have for the blockade of 
Malta. The Ships arc ready to sail, and will probably try to 
escape as a last effort. The Russians, even if at sea, of which 
I sec no prospect, cannot sail, or be of the least service. I have 
wrote very plainly to the Russian Minister, that in my opinion 
the Emperor will not be well pleased with Admiral Ouschakoff’. 
Culloden, Alfeander, and Lion cannot go to sea, and all 1 
ho}>e for is to got them to England a%few months hence. I 
am here, in addition to my other employments, a Commissary 
for our troops at Malta. I get no help from Minorca, and I 
am obliged to go begging from this Government, who scarcely 
have it to give. All these things fret me a little. Was I 
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merely to do my duty at sea, it would be nothing; but to want 
the means of doing all which is naturally expected of me 
hurts me. I know it was expected that the large Russian 
Squadron would have been of some use. To this moment, to 
my knowledge, they have been of none ; but all shall end 
well, and I have only to beg that you will, my dear Lord, 
ever believe me your obliged and affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL GRAHAM. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol.ii.p. 211.] 

[About 23rd December, 1799.] 

I only wish that I could always do all you ask me. It is 
certain that you cannot go on at Malta without money ; there- 
fore I declare, sooner than you should want, I would sell 
Bronte. But, I trust, from General Fox’s letter to me, that 
you will have his consent for ordering what money may be 
necessary. I send you all the Egyptian papers, for yourself. 
Ball, and Troubridge; and, if you like, in confidence, Italinsky. 
Suwarrow is at Prague with his whole Army, ready to act with 
the Austrians, if they come to their senses — or perhaps against 
them. Moreau is at Vienna, treating for peace. What a state 
the Allies bring us into! but it is in vain to cry out. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson, 

TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, H. M. SHIP FOUDROYANT. 

[Autofjraiili, iu the possession of Lady BciTy.] 

Palermo, December 23rd, 1709. 

My dear Sir, 

I thank you very much for your kind letter. All our Ships 
are so much torn to pieces that 1 look for (where I am sure of 
finding them) very active services from the Foudroyant. The 
Russian Admiral is very lazy. I wish the troops were in 
Malta. I have nothing from England since October 22nd, 
and then only a miserable letter from the Admiralty. With 
best regards to all about you, believe me, my dear Sir Edward, 
your sincere and obliged friend. 


Bronte Nislson. 
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As a death vacancy is to be Med in the Peterel/I would 
have you choose the best young man in the Foudroyant. Yon 
will sec that I move the Lieutenant of the Courageux. If 
any Captains wish to have young men promoted, they must 
go into the Flag Ship, unless by some extraordinary conduct. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir, Palermo, 2;]rd December, 1799. 

I beg leave to inform you, for the information of their 
Lordships, that Ills Majesty ‘'s Ship Culloden, o|j going into 
the Bay of Marsa Sirocco, in the Island of Malta, to land 
the cannon, ammunition, &c., taken on board that Ship at 
Messina for the siege, struck on a rock, and Commodore Sir 
Thomas Troubridge, Bart., her (commander, has informed 
me that the rudder and greatest part of the false keel arc 
carried away, and the rudder would have been lost but for the 
timely exertion in getting a hawser secured through it, the 
pintles are all broke, and the Ship was steered to the anchorage 
with her sails, where she is now in safety, but very leaky. 
If I can get her, the Alexander, and Lion, to England a few 
months hence, it is all that I can expect from them, as they 
are not fit to keep the sea. 

I have not jis yet had the least co-operation or assistance 
from Admiral Ouschakoff or the Russian Fleet ; they arc, I 
believe, still in Naples Bay, and not any of their troops yet 
arrived at Malta, where their presence is so absolutely neces- 
sary. I have the honour to be, Sir, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO HIS HIGHNESS THE HEY OF TUNIS. 

[Letter-Book,] 

Sir, 3’aterino, 2ar(l December, 179!). 

I cannot permit a Frigate to proceed to Tunis, without 
writing a letter to your Highness, to accjiiaiiit you that, from 

• Vide i>. 101, ante. 
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your well-known justice and goodness of heart, I have been long 
looking for the release of those poor men who were taken by 
your Cruizers, when carrying provisions to the Island of Malta. 
Their Vessel, also, I have no doubt but your Highness will 
release, as they were through my recommendations pursuing 
their voyage, and relying on them as a protection against your 
Cruizers. I have already informed your Highness that I have 
never granted a passport to any Vessel for trade, but only 
for the purpose of carrying provisions to our Ships of War 
and soldiers at Malta. Your Highness is also well aware that 
I have never suffered the Portuguese Squadron, since they 
have been under my command, to approach your Coast, which 
I might have done, if it was not out of respect to your High- 
ness, being the Ally of my Royal Master. 

These considerations will, I hope, on due reflection, induce 
your Highness to release these poor men and their Vessels, 
and show to the world your justice and benevolence of heart. 
I beg your Highness to believe that I am, with the sinccrest 
respect, your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, December, 1700. 

Sil*, 

I beg leave to inform you, for the information of their 
Lordships, that his Majesty’s Ship Culloden, on going into 
the Bay of Marsa Scirocco, in the Island of Malta, to land the 
'cannon, ammunition, &c. taken on board that Ship at Messina, 
for the siege, struck on a rock, and Commodore Sir Thomas 
Troubridge, Bart., has informed me that the rudder and great 
part of the false keel are carried away, and the rudder would 
have been lost, but for their timely exertion in getting a 
hawser reeved through it. The pintles are all broke, and 
the Ship was steered to the anchorage with her sails, where 
she is now in safety, but very leaky. If I can get her, the 
Alexander, and Lion to England, a few months hence, it is 
all that I can expect from them, as they are not fit to keep 
the sea. I have not as yet the least co-operation or assistance 
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from Admiral Ouschakoff or the Russian fleet. They are, I 
believe, still in Naples Bay, and not any of their troops yet 
arrived at Malta, where their presence is so absolutely neces* 
sary. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 29tli December, 1799. 

My dear Troubridge, 

I have this moment received your letters of December 19th, 
20th, 21st, 22nd, and 23rd, by express from Syracuse, five 
days on his journey. I went with Sir William directly to 
General Acton, and I had the pleasure of finding that three 
Vessels loaded with corn from Naples for Malta, were in this 
Port, under convoy of the Sirena Frigate, that another was 
at Messina, and a fourth, with flour, was daily expected from 
Naples. The General assures me that there is a great scarcity 
of corn in thi.s Island, and that the granaries at Girgenti 
are not full of corn, and I must believe the want, when so 
large a bounty is given for the importation. The spars, if 
any, at this place, shall go in the Frigate. I find in the 
General a disposition to give us all in his power. It has been 
settled by the Ministers of England, Russia, and Naples, that 
from the day of the meeting, seven weeks past, that each 
Power should bear a share of the expense. The King of 
Naples instantly sent 8000 ounces, and has ever since been 
giving stores, &c. I will not, I assure you, ask for any more, 
till England and Russia perform their part. A general order 
for supplying our troops and Ships will be repeated, but not 
for the supply of Malta, for General Acton declares they 
have it not to give ; but that everything shall be done to give 
us content. If we can take the Recazzoli, it will put all our 
minds at ease, and part of our crippted Ships can be sent to 
Minorca to refit, as no supplies can then get into the harbour ; 
but in that case I. think Vaubois would be glad to give up. 

It is my intention at present, when I hear that the Russian 
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Admiral is really determined to sail from Naples, to go to Malta, 
and to give him, the Russian General, Graham, yourself, and 
Ball, a meeting, and to fix things for Malta, either for siege 
or otherwise, on a permanent footing; therefore, send me the 
Foudroyant as soon as you can spare her. I have sent for 
more provisions to Minorca, and by every opportunity you 
shall have supplies. I send an order for Captain Mundy to 
purchase what you want at Syracuse, if he can get it from the 
Governor; and Mr. Tough assures me that he never has 
wrote or desired his Consuls not to take Government bills, but 
not to think that bills drawn by all Officers were for account of 
Government. This is his history. Captain Weir® shall have 
the brevet rank of Major, as General Graham desires; and I 
only wish, for Captain W.’s sake, it may be permanent, for no 
man deserves promotion more than himself. I have wrote 
very strongly to Lord Spencer about you, and you are sure 
that nothing will be wanting on my part to serve you, both as 
a public and private man. Your resources never fail, and 
you would contrive something, I dare say, if the Ship’s bottom 
was knocked out. 

You will, of course, communicate this letter to Graham 
and Ball, as far as relates to provisions, that the latter may 
know who to apply to, when the Island again wants. If 
Italinsky is with you, remember me kindly to him. General 
Barusden arrived at Corfu, December 1st, with about 2000 
men." We have not a syllable from the Continent, \vhen 
we are so anxious to hear of what is passing in France. Some- 
thing must turn up ; however, no Power can make a peace till 
some Government is established. We have nothing from 
"England but a newspaper of November 2nd, which tells us 
nothing but that the Enemy’s fleet, were ready to sail. You 
will have received my order to send the Princess Charlotte to 
Minorca, in order to go home with the Convoy. God bless 
you, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

I have only heard that Jiis Government is selling property 


Captain James Weir, of the Royal Itfariiies: he obtained a brevet Majority 
npcember 1700, retired on full pay before 1800, and died about 18*11 . 

M 2 
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at Civit^l Vecchia and Rome, for paying the captors. General 
Acton, I am confident, intends uprightness, and so does the 
Queen. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE MARQUIS SPINOLA. 
[Letter-Book.] 

Pfllermo, 29th December, 1799. 

Sir, 

Since my arrival at this place, now twelve months ago, 
there has been many men belonging to the Ships under my 
command murdered by some of the crews of the Ships under 
your Excellency’s command ; and three nights ago there was 
an Englishman murdered by two men which arc known to 
belong to your Ships, and which men can be pointed out. I 
must, therefore insist upon your Excellency’s securing those 
men, that they may be punished for the murder they have 
committed. I am, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO LIEUTENANT-GENERAL THE HONOURABLE EDWARD FOX, 
MINORCA. 

[From “ Sir Thomas Ilanmer’s Corrospondence,” p. 420.] 

Palermo, .Taiiuary Ut, ISOO, 

Dear Sir, 

We have not had a letter of what is passing on the Conti- 
nent, since the 10th December, from Florence : therefore, 1 
cannot pretend to give you any news from that cjuarter. I 
hope this wind will induce the Russian Admiral to sail from 
Naples : the General I hear is much dissatisfied at being kept 
back. 2000 Russian troops arrived December 1 st at Corfu. 
General Villettes arrived there also the 27th November. He 
has found some difficulties about raising the men for such a 
regular service as ours, but he expects to get over them all 
without much trouble. As I send yoftr Excellency a letter 
from Graham, I shall give no opinion about Malta, but I 
hope, if the Fort at the entrance of the Port can be carried, 
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that General Vaubois will be induced to capitulate without 
further trouble. Every Ship which I can get hold of is 
sent to prevent supplies getting in : therefore, what a release 
it will be to me when it falls I Wishing your Excellency many 
happy returns of the season, believe me, with great respect, 
your most obedient Servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY DON RODRIGO DE SOUZA COUTINHO. 

MINISTER OF MARINE, LISBON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, January ;;ind, 1800. 

• Sir, 

I cannot allow Captain Thompson to present himself to 
your Excellency without a testimony from me of his great 
worth, and of his abilities as an Officer ; and I can assure 
your Excellency that he is highly deserving of promotion. 
And I shall also give Captain Welch, of the Balloon, a similar 
letter to your Excellency ; and, if I may be permitted, to Don 
llodrigo de Pinto, who is an Officer of the greatest merit, and 
strongly attached to the English. When I mention my brother 
and friend, Niza, I must say that I never knew so indefatigable 
an Officer. During the whole time I have had the happiness 
of having him under my command, 1 have never expressed a 
wish that Niza did not fly to execute, and I can say the 
same of all the Commodores ; and all the Officers and men 
under their command have at all times shown bravery, good 
conduct, and strict obedience to orders. I can assure your 
Excellency that this letter but very faintly expresses my feel- 
ings, in endeavouring to do a small act of justice to so many 
deserving Officers, and good men. 

Believe me, with every sentiment of respect, your Excel- 
lency’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 
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TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 
[Letter-Book,] 

Palermo, January 2iicl, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

I cannot get the Frigate out of the Mole — therefore, I 
must learn to be a hard-hearted wretch, and fancy the cries of 
hunger in my ears.^ I send you orders for the different 
Governors. You will see they are for the supply of the Army 

’ The deplorable condition of the Maltese, is shown by the following extracts 
from the letters of Sir Thomas Troubridge to Lord Nelson: — 

“ Malta, 1st Jamiar}’, 1800. 

“ We are dying off fast, for want. 1 learn, by letters from Messina, that Sir 
‘William Hamilton says, Prince Luzzi refused corn some time ago, and* Sir 
William does not think it Avorth AAdiile making another application. If that be 
the case, I wish he commanded at this distressing scene instead of me. Puglia 
had an immense harvest, near thirty sail left Messina before I did, to load corn ; — 
will they let us have any? If not, a short time will decide the business. The 
Cierman interest preA-^ails. I wish I Avas at your Lordship’s elbow for an hour — n//, 
all Avill be tliroAvn on yon, rely on it. I Avill paiTy the bloAv as much as is in my 
power; 1 foresee much mischief brewing. Ood bless your Lordship — I am miser- 
able, I cniinot assist your operations more. Many happy returns of this day to 
you — I never spent so miserable a one. I am not very tender-liearted ; but really 
the distress here would even move a Neapolitan .” — Clarke and McArthur, vol. ii. 
p. 24.‘1. 

“ January Otb, 1800. 

“ I haA*c this day saved 00,000 people from dying; but Avilh this day my 
ability cetuses. As the King of Naples, or rather the Queen and her party, 
arc bent on starving us, I sec no alternative, but to leave these poor unhappy 
people to starve, Avithoiit our being witnesses to their distress. I curse the day 1 
ever served the King of Naples. 1, wiio know your Lordship so well, can pity the 
distress you must suffer; what must he our situation on the spot? If the Ncapo 
litan goA'ernment Avill not supply corn, 1 pray your Lordship to recall us. We arc 
of no use. The Maltese soldiers must call on the French in Valetta, avIio have the 
abilily to relieve them. The consequence will be, General Groliam and bis troops 
will be cut up to a man, if 1 do not withdraw them. I hourly expect him to apply 
to me for that purpose. All we brought, 1 shall leave — I mean the guns, Ac. belong- 
ing to his Sicilian Majesty, I never expected to be treated in this manner by 
General Acton, who certainly influences the King’s council : he comi)lains he couJiot 
gei his orders put in force ; how can he expect it, when he never punishes any of 
the traitors? On the contrary, is he not daily promotii^ the traitors we exposed to 
him? We liave characters, iny Lord, to lose; these 2 )eoplc liave none. Bo not 
Biiftcr their infamous conduct to fall on ns. Our Country is just, but seA'ere. I 
toresec wc slinll forfeit the little avc Iuia'c gained. Before supplies can possibly come, 
many i housands must iierish, ca'cii if these siipidies arrive in two days. The situa- 
tion is worse ihun ever ; there are not ev'cii locusts. Such is the fever of my brain 
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and Navy — therefore, whatever Graham and you send for, 
will, if possible, be granted. I hope the Russians will sail this 
N.E. wind, and it is my intention to give you all a meeting 
the moment the Foudroyant arrives. We have nothing very 
late from the Continent. The return of the Russian Army is 
countermanded, but Suwarrow is gone to Petersburg. At 
Vienna I know they will be happy to make peace with Buona- 
parte, who will, if he gains his point, be declared Protector of 
the Liberty of the French Republic. If this happens, England 
can do nothing but make peace. Remember me kindly to 
General Graham, Ball, Martin, Gould, &c., &c. : and I wish 
you all, from my heart, many happy returns of the season. I 


this minute, that 1 assure you, ou my honour, if the Palermo traitoi-s were here, I 
would shoot them first, and then myself. Girgcnti, I heg to infom you, is full of 
corn — the money is ready to pay for it — we do not ask it as a gift. The moment the 
Transfer arrives I shall send lier, with Italinsky, to Palermo, who, I suppose, will 
tell the government the Bussian troops cannot go to Malta to he starved, and I hope 
influence the Generals to withdraw their men from the Country. 1 know well how 
things will then go. God bless your Lordship, is the prayer of the most unhappy 
being existing at present, your ever faithful and sincere, T. Tboubridob. Oh, 
could you see the horrid distress I daily experience, something would be done. 

I wrote you long letters, via Messina, by the Strombolo, who is gone to seize 
com, if any can he got hold of; money first to he offered. I have called on the 
Governor of Girgenti to fulfil the Treaty, and not shut their Ports against us.” — 
Autoijraph, in the Nelson Papers. 

“ January 7th. 

“ Your Lordsliip will perceive th.at some engine is at work against us at Naples, 
and I believe in my former letters I hit on the proper person. If you complain, he 
will be immediately promoted, agreeably to the Neapolitan custom: my friend 
Yauch is in high favour, and at present intriguing deeply. All I write to you is 
known at the Queen’s : 1 suspect my letters are opened before they reucli you. For 
my own part, I look on the Neapolitans as the worst of intriguing enemies ; every 
hour shows me their infamy and duidicity. It may he necessary to caution General 
Acton respecting what is going on : as that can be done in English, you may be 
J<ure of what is said. I pray your Lordship he cautious ; your honest, oiieii manner 
of acting will be made a handle of. It is necessary to he very vigilant over the 
deceitful set you have to deal with : every nerve of mine shall he exerted to forwiu'd 
your Lordship’s views and the service; I cannot assist you so fast os I could wish, 
so little depends upon me ; that little you shall find well done.” — Clarke and 
Arthur, vol. ii. p. 244. 

January 8tli. 

“ From the Russians not arriving by the contrivance of these Ministers, is to be 
attributed our inactivity, which creates discontent. In short, my Lord, when I see 
you, and tell of their Infamous trieksi you will be as much surprised os I am with 
them; the whole will fiiU on you, which hurts me much. The Foudioyant shall go 
as complete to your Lordship as I can possibly let her.”*— 
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am told that wc are in the old century. Be that as it may, 
I hope you will all live all the days of your lives ; and, whilst 
I live, believe me your truly affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[LCtter-BOOk.3 

Palermo, January 7tli, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

I know all your wants, and it is always niy sorrow, when I 
cannot relieve the wants of my friends. The Vessels with 
coni cannot be got out from hence — indeed, the Benjamin 
arrived this morning, having had a hard gale off Maritimo. 
Sir William is just come from General Acton, and has the 
promise that the corn bought by the Senate of Palermo, at 
Girgenti, shall go to Malta, and the corn here be landed for 
Palermo; and that an express shall be sent this day to Girgenti. 
I cannot do more than get these orders. I wish for the Frigate 
to go for them, as she has spars for ladders and planks on 
board ; but I do not expect to succeed : therefore, you had 
better send a Vessel to Girgenti ; and as it is very possible, 
after all, that no orders sent may be obeyed, I wish you 
would, if that should be the case, direct an express to be sent 
to me. I still hold my intention of making you a visit if a^y 
JShip comes soon here, although I expect Lord Keith very 
soon at Palermo. I hope the Gorgon is nearly at this moment 
with you, and if the Victuallers are not met with on their 
j)assage, one shall sail in ten minutes after her arrival. I send 
you a number of letters from England, but I own my surprise 
to see one directed by Lord Spencer to ^ Captain Troubridge’ 
but I hope the inside will be more pleasant to you, than the 
outside is to me. 

Suwarrow is retreated to the Prague with his whole Army, 
ready to act in the spring with the Emperor, or, perhaps, 
against him. Moreau is at Vienna, treating for peace. What 
H history ! I send you the letters from Eg^pt. For the moment, 

* it seems ilmt Lord Spencer did not address Sir Thoinas Troubridge as a 
Harouvt, and ilic Adiniralty had ordered his Broad Pendant to be struck. Vide 
j). ante, and p. 178, infra. 
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adieu I Do not keep the Vincejo, but let her go to Minorca. 
For ever believe me your obliged and alFectionate, 

Bronte Nelson. 

Louis is certainly sailed by this time. No account of the 
Pearl. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY LIEUTENANT-GENERAL THE HONOURABLE 
EDWARD FOX, MINORCA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Dear Sir, Palermo, January 7tlj, 1800. 

1 am honoured with your Excellency’s two letters of De- 
cember 28th, and return you the letter for the (Captain 
General of Catalonia : I have no doubt but your letter is a 
most proper one. I hope that you will have permission 
to assist in getting rid of this long — very long business of 
Malta, The Russians I hope are there by this time : they 
arrived at Messina the 4th. As Graham wrote fully, he tells 
me, to you, by the Princess Charlotte, I shall not trouble 
you with any opinion of mine. All, I trust, will end well. 
This Country has great calls upon it and unfortunately 
has nothing to give. You may depend that Graham shall 
share the fate of our Ships — I shall never suffer him to want, 
if I can beg, borrow, or steal, to supply him. Lord Keith is, 
I dare say, with you at this moment, and I am sure all matters 
will be much better arranged with him than I have the ability 
of doing : I have only the disposition to do what is right and 
the desire of meriting your esteem, for believe me, with great 
respect, your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 

Buonte Nelson. 

TO BRIGADIEK-OEXERAL GRAHAM, MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, HIi Jaimaiy, 1800. 

My deaf Sir, 

I can assure j^^ou it is as grievous to me, as it can be to you, 
to hear of the distress of the Maltese ; but I pray and beg, 
alas! in vain, (^orn is here for Malta, but the Vessels will 
Rot go to sea. Sir William and myself are trying to get the 
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com here exchanged for com at Girgenti. I have wrote 
Troubridge about it. Nothing is well done in this Country. 

I hope to soon pay you a visit, and I only wish that I could 
always do all you ask me. It is certain that you cannot go 
on at Malta without money ; therefore I declare sooner than 
you should want, I would sell Bronte. But I trust, from 
General Fox’s letter to me, that you will have his consent for 
ordering what money may be necessary. I send you all the 
Egyptian papers for you. Bail, and Troubridge, and, if you 
like, in confidence, Italinsky. Suwarrow is at the Prague 
with his whole Army — ready to act with the Austrians if they 
come to their senses,' or perhaps against them. Moreau is 
at Vienna, treating for peace. What a state the Allies bring 
us into ! But it is in vain to cry out. John Bull was always 
ill-treated. May a speedy success attend you, is the sincere 
wish of, my dear Sir, your obliged and faithful servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

I beg my best respects to Italinsky. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITJI, K.B. 

[Letter Book. Ou the 30th of November, Lord Keith, theu off Vigo, issued 
RU order to Lord Nelson, which stated that the Admiralty had directed him to 
proceed forthwith to the Mediterranean, and take under his command such Flag 
Officers, Sliips, and Vessels as he might find on that station, applying to the Senior 
Officer for such orders as might remain in his hands unexecuted ; and Lord Nelson 
was desired to put himself under Lord Keith’s command accordingly.] 

Palermo, 7th January, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

Last night I received your letters and orders to December 
14th from November 30th, all of which I shall endeavour to 
obey, and with the greatest pleasure to give you the state of 
the Squadron, and of affairs on this side of Minorca. I shall 
begin in the East. My last accounts from thence were by 
the Phaeton, Captain Morris ; and as your Lordship will 
probably see him, I shall only say that I have not heard 
immediately from Sir Sidney Smith since 7th September. At 
Constantinople, they heard he was communicating with the 
Grand Vizir at Gaza respecting the French army. The 
Ships with him are Theseus and Cameleon, but the Bulldog 
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is directed to go to him till the Smyrna convoy is ready to 
return. I have lately sent provisions and some few stores — 
all we had, for those Ships ; and I have wrote to Duckworth 
and Inglefield to send particularly for those Ships. What 
Turkish Ships of War Sir Sidney has under him, I know not ; 
but I am told there are several. The Turkish Admiral, Captain 
Morris tells me, who served under him, had his head taken 
off for leaving the Port of Alexandria open, and permitting the 
escape of Buonaparte. I would have kept up a more constant 
communication with Egypt ; but I have never had the benefit 
of small Vessels. 

At Corfu, General Villettes is arrived, and raising two 
Regiments of Albanians. Our Consul there, Mr. Spiri- 
dion Foresti, is a very able man, and from thence the pas- 
sage of an express by land to Constantinople is twelve days. 
To get to Malta — which has kept for sixteen months every 
Ship I could lay my hands on fully employed, and has, 
in truth, almost broke my spirits for ever — I have been 
begging of his Sicilian Majesty small supplies of money and 
corn to keep the Maltese in arms, and barely to keep from 
starving the poor inhabitants. Sicily has this year a very 
bad crop, and the exportation of corn is prohibited. Both 
Graham and Troubridge are in desperation at the prospect of 
a famine. Vessels are here loading with corn for Malta; but 
I can neither get the Neapolitan Men-of-War or Merchant- 
Vessels to move. You will see by the report of the disposi- 
tion of the Ships, what a wretched state we are in. In truth, 
only the Foudroyaiit and Northumberland are fit to keep the 
sea. The Russians are on the 4th arrived at Messina ; six 

* Sail of the Line, Frigates, &c., with two thousand five hundred 
troops. It is not to be expected that any one Russian Maii- 
of-War can or will keep the sea : therefore, the blockade by 
sea can only be kept up by our Ships ; and it is my intention, 
if the Foudroyant, or even a Frigate, comes soon, to go for 
two days to Malta, to give the Russian Admiral and General, 
Graham, Troubridge, and Governor Ball, a meeting — not 
only on the most probable means of getting the French out, 
but also of arranging various matters, if it should fall to our 

♦ exertions. The Maltese have, Graham says, two thousand 
excellent troops; we have, soldiers and sailors, fifteen hundred; 
the Russians will land full three thousand. I hope the 
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Recazzoli may be carried ; and if it is, I think the French 
General will no longer hold out. What a relief this would be 
to us. 

If I cannot get to Malta very soon, I shall, from your 
letter, remain here, to give you a meeting and receive your 
orders. It is impossible to send from Mahon too many supplies 
of stores to Malta — sails, rope, plank, nails, &c. You can 
form no idea of our deplorable state for the last year. In 
Sicily we are all quiet, I have been trying, with Sir William 
Hamilton, in which the Queen joins, to induce the King to 
return to Naples, but hitherto without effect. I must suppose 
his Majesty has reasons which I am unacquainted with. It has 
long been my wish to send a small Squadron on the Coast of 
Genoa (for the Russian Ships arc of no use) to co-opcratc 
with the Germans ; but I have them not to send. Mu tine I 
have directed to protect our trade about Leghorn, and to 
assist, as far as she is able, in giving convoy to Vessels carry- 
ing provisions to the Austrian Army. The report of the 
Combined Fleets being ready for sea, induced me to direct 
the Phaeton and Penelope to cruize between Cape Spartel 
and Cape St, Vincent, that I may have timely notice of their 
approach if bound this way, which I believe, I have run over 
our present state, perhaps, too hastily ; but I am anxious 
not to keep the Brig one moment longer than my writing 
this letter. With every sentiment of respect, believe me, my 
dear Lord, your most obedient servant, 

BnoNTE Nelson. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TUOURKlDGi:, BAKF. 

[Letter-Book.] 

ralermo, Jamuu-y 8tb, 1800, 9 A.M.* ' 

My dear Troubridge, ^ 

This moment has brought me your and Ball’s letters of the 
4th And 5th. I have sent to General Acton for an order for 
ftttmediate supply, and I hope to send it by the express. 
*^e Frigate was to sail last night alone for Girgenti for 
some Vessels loaded with corn, and to carry them to Malt$ ; 
hut she is not yet out of the Mole. Nothing has be^ 
neglected on my part to get supplies for Malta, and by 
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greatest exertions, for this Country is in absolute want. Mr. 
Noble, two days ago, went to Termini, twenty-four miles from 
Palermo, the greatest corn country in this Island. The 
granaries here are really empty, and what was in them, of a 
very bad quality. The Kingdom of Naples is full of corn, 
but, as we know, the Neapolitan seamen will not go to sea 
in the winter. The Vinccjo sails this morning for Malta, 
with all your letters from England, and a great many from me; 
but as it is uncertain who may get first, I have not, nor has 
Tyson, taken anything out of the Frigate or Vincejo. Your 
glasses are in the Frigate, with hat-box, &c. I send you 
Acton’s letter to Sir William. If such lies can be told under 
my nose, what must be expected at a distance. We have had 
five days, from January 1st, of the very finest weather. 

I expect Lord Keith here in a few days ; but if the Foil- 
droyant comes, it will not alter my intention of going to 
Malta. You must, in the last extremity seize Vessels loaded 
with corn : the inhabitants cannot starve. If, unfortunately, 
you are forced to this measure, I am confident it will be 
exercised with great discretion ; but I hope all will yet end 
well, and that it may be soon, is the fervent prayer of your 
affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO CAPTAIN BALL, MALTA. 
[Letter-Book.] 


Paleniio, January 8tli, 1800. 

y My dear Ball, 

As I have wrote to Troubridge on the subject of corn, I 
shall refer you to him, for wTiting to me is worse than ever. 
With respect to money for the payment of the Maltese troops. 
England and Russia are, by agreement between the three 
Ministers, to bear an equal expense. His Sicilian Majesty 
immediately paid his money — 8000 ounces. In common 
justice, if the services of these men arc wanted, Russia and 
England must find the most money. If we are alone to do it, 
and General Graham does not feel himself fully authorized, I 
am ready to join him in the responsibility, in any way he 
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pleases ; but I never will ask his Sicilian Majesty for another 
ounce till our part is fulfilled. May a speedy finish be put to 
your labours by the surrender of La Valetta; and ever believe 
me, your obliged and faithful servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO JAMES TOUGH, ESQ., CONSUL-GENERAL, PALERMO. 

[Letter-Book.] 

9tli Januarj’, 1800. 

Sir, 

In consequence of the loss of his Majesty’s hired Transport 
Susannah, at Melazzo, in this Island, through the obstinacy 
of the Health Office, in not permitting assistance to go on 
board her in time, and preventing her having pratique^ 
although she went from this Port under my orders, I desire 
you will give directions to all your Vice-Consuls throughout 
this Island to inform the Officers of the Health Offices, in 
the different places in which they reside, that those Transports 
shall be considered as King’s Ships, and that they are not, 
nor shall not be, subject to the Doganas, by clearances, or 
Bills of health, and that my signature, or the signature of any 
Captain under my command, shall be a sufficient Bill of 
health, and respected as such by all the Officers of Health in 
this Island. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] ^ 

Palermo, 10th January, 1800. 

My Lord, 

I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship that the Portuguese 
Squadron, under the command of the Marquis de Niza, has 
not been considered as under my orders since the 18th of 
December. Three Ships of the Line are at this place, fitting 
for their return to Lisbon, and one is at Syracuse for the 
same purpose. 

I am sorry to inform your Lordship of the loss of the 
Susannah Transport, at Melazzo, in this Island, having on 
board a quantity of bread and shells, and going to Caronia, 
to take in wood for the use of the troops at Malta, Part of 
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the bread and shells are saved, and the Ship’s materials will 
be saved, but the hull will be entirely lost. This, from the 
report to me, was occasioned by gales of wind, and bad 
weather, which occasioned him to cut from his anchors at 
Caronia, and run for Melazzo, where he was lost on the 31 st 
ultimo. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Order-Book.] 

Palermo, lOtli January, 1800. 

Rear-Admiral Lord Nelson, Duke of Bronte, &c., has the 
satisfaction of communicating to Commodore Sir Thomas 
Troubridgc, Bart., and the Officers and men under his com- 
mand at the Siege of Capua, &c. the high sense entertained 
by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty of their meri- 
torious services. Their Lordships cannot too highly applaud 
the good conduct of Commodore Sir Thomas Troubridge, 
Bart,, and the zealous exertions of Captains Hallo well and 
Oswald, and the Officers and men employed under his orders 
on those important occasions, and are pleased to direct that 
the same should be made known to them accordingly. Lord 
Nelson therefore desires that Commodore Sir Thomas Trou- 
bridge, Bart., would make the same known to those Officers 
and men serving under his command at Malta. 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, January lOtli, 1800. 

Sir, 

Your Excellency having had the goodness to communicate 
to me a dispatch from General Acton, together with several 
letters from Girgenti, giving an account that a violence had 
been committed, in that Port, by the seizing, and carrying 
off to Malta, two Vessels loaded with corn,® I beg leave to 
express to your Excellency my real concern that even the 

’ Apparently by the StromboJo, Captain Broughton. Vide p. 107, note, ante, 
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appearance of the slightest disrespect should be offered, by 
any Officers under my command, to the Flag of his Sicilian 
Majesty ; and I must request your Excellency to state fully 
to General Acton, that the act ought not to be considered as 
any intended disrespect to his Sicilian Majesty, but as an 
act of the most absolute and imperious necessity, either that 
the Island of Malta should have been delivered up to the 
French, or that the King’s orders should be anticipated for 
these Vessels carrying their cargoes of corn to Malta. 

I trust, that the Government of this Country will never 
again force any of our Royal Master’s servants to so unplea- 
sant an alternative. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO COxMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBIUDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book. “ Tuesday, 14th June. Arrived H. M. Sliip Foudroyant from 
Malta, and Thalia from Leghorn ; hoisted the Flag on board the Foudroyant.” — 
Journal. 

Paleimo, January 14th, 1800. 

My dear Troiibridge, 

I have received all your letters to January 7th, and you 
will now see that England has only to rely on herself for any 
exertion. The Russians are all ordered to Corfu. The 
King has wrote to Messina, to endeavour to prevail on 
Ouschakoff to go to Malta ; but I am sure he cannot disobey 
the orders of his Court, therefore now it only remains for me 
to hope that General Graham will consent to hold his post 
till General Fox receives his orders from England. I have 
been this morning with General Acton, and I have spoke 
fully to him — plainer than I have always done is impossible. 
He has prepared a paper to lay before the King, respecting 
sending 2600 troops from Sicily to Malta. This will, wc 
know, be a work of some time ; but if Graham thinks it will 
ease his soldiers, he might get 500 at a time. I told him fairly 
whatever troops were sent, they muijt only look to this [Go- 
vernment ?] for supplies, for that we should never ask what 
they had to eat. I trust Graham will not think of giving the 
Island to the French by withdrawing, till he receives orders 
from General Fox. The object to France will be accomplished 
without an effort. 
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Lord Keith is gone to see what the Austrians are after 
on the Coast of Genoa, and from thence comes here; then 
I have nothing to do but obey. I send you the Gorgon 
and three Victuallers : when the latter are cleared, I would 
have all which are not necessary sent to Mahon. I have little 
apprehension of any Privateers. I am sensible of the neces- 
sity you were under of getting provisions, but you will now 
know that no blame attaches itself to the King of Naples, or 
to Acton. The measure of sending into a Port was strong ; 
but at sea there could be no difficulty. I hope the urgency 
of the case will not happen again. Lord Keith believes the 
Ferrol Squadron is destined for the Mediterranean, and also 
the Combined fleet, therefore, has desired me to be on the 
alert; and, from the disgust given by the Court of Vienna to 
Russia, it is impossible for me to foresee the evil consequences. 

2, P.M. — The ‘Foudroyant is just arrived ; many thanks for 
your sending her. It is my present intention to endeavour to 
find Lord Keith directly, and to state to him our situation in 
this Country, and now he must give such orders and advice 
as he may judge necessary; but I trust he will not think of 
abandoning the Island of Malta, without most positive orders 
from home. I write a line to Graham and Ball. Ever, my 
dear Troubridge, believe me your obliged and aflectionate 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO JAIMES TOUGH, ESQ., CONSUL-GENERAL, PALERMO. 

[Letter Book.] 

Sir, Palermo, 14tli .Taiuiary, 1800. 

The Right Honourable Lord Keith having declared the 
Port of Genoa, and the Coast thereof, in a state of blockade, 
and stationed a Squadron there to prevent any supplies being 
carried into the Genoese State, it is my request that you 
give information theieof to the Consuls of all Neutral Powers 
residing within this Island, that in case any Ship or \ essel, 
ot what Nation soever, be found entering, or attempting to 
enter, any of the Ports of the Genoese Territory, they will be 
seized and treated as Enemies to the Allied Powers at war 
against France. I am, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 
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TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, January 14th, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

When the Gorgon is cleared of her stores, I would have 
three months’ provisions of all species, except bread, of that 
only six weeks, (as Sir Sidney Smith, in some of his former 
letters, said bread he could procure) [put in her.] Lord 
Keith has destined the Gorgon for other services ; but as he 
directed me to send to Egypt dispatches and provisions, I 
know of no way so eligible. Part of the dispatches are secret, 
but relate to the French army, which is not to be allowed to 
return to Europe, but to a prison in some of the States at war 
with France therefore, if such an event should have hap- 
pened, the French troops are to be seized and conducted to 
either Mahon, some of the States of the Allies, or even to 
England ; and you will, therefore, if they should fall in your 
way, cause them to be seized, even if they are embarked in any 
Turkish, or any other Nations’ Ships of War, or escorted by 
them. I have not. six weeks’ provisions at Palermo, for one 
Ship of the Line. May God bless you, and believe me ever 
your affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 14th January, 1800. 

Sir, 

I herewith enclose you the copy of a letter I have received 
from the Admiralty, respecting the hoisting your Broad Pen- 
dant ; and, notwithstanding the intimation therein contained 
about striking it, I have to desire that you will continue to 
wear the said Distinguishing Pendant, until you have orders 
to the contrary from the Right Honourable Lord Keith, the 
(yomniander in Chief, as the necessity for your wearing it is 
as great as ever, in order for the better carrying on of the 
service, and co-operation with .the Russians going to the 
blockade of Malta. J am, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

* Vide p. .816, infra, 
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TO CAPTAIN SIR SIDNEY SAIITH, 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Sir, Palermo, January 15th, 1800. 

I send you dispatches from the Commander-in-Chicf, and 
you will be so good as to detain the Vessel which carries 
them as short a time as possible, as Lord Keith is anxious to 
know your state and condition, with an account of what is 
going on in Egypt. I have wrote to Lord Keith, and home, 
that I did not give credit that it was possible for you to give 
any passport for a single Frenchman, much less the Army, 
after my positive order* of March 18th, 1799. All the 
Transports which may not be absolutel}^ necessary — which 
cannot exceed one, you will direct to repair to Mahon, in 
order that they may get to England. Wishing you every 
success, believe me, my dear Sir Sidney, your faithful 
Servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL GRAHAM. 

[Lcttei’-Book.] 

^ My dear Sir, Palenuo, January 15tli, 1800. 

Notwithstanding the very unpleasant circumstance of the 
Russians not coming at this moment to your help, I hope 
that you will not think of quitting the Island, till you may 
receive either positive orders from General Fox, or from 
England. I believe, and we have it strong in report from 
Tuscany, that the two Imperial Courts have settled matters, 
and that the Russians are again marching to the Rhine. If 
so, these Troops will again be with you ; but even should 
this not be the case, I attach so much importance to the Island 
not being entirely in the hands of the French, that I never 
would consent to leave it. The troops from this Country are 
not good, but it is probable they would save the fatigue of 
ours. General Acton is preparing 2600 to go from Sicily. 
They will, of course, be under your command ; and I have 
told the General that all provisions, &c., they must carry 

» Vide vol. iii. p. m, 

n2 
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with them, for all that you would do was to order them on 
service. If you would like to begin by getting these men to 
the Island, you had better write a line to General Acton, 
and 500 can be sent at a time. To-morrow, I sail to Leghorn, 
in order to talk all matters over with Lord Keith ; and I am 
sure he will either come to you immediately, or allow me. 
General Fox has now 7000 healthy troops, at Minorca, but 
will not part with a man, without orders from home. 

Secret. — The French troops from Egypt are not to be 
allowed to return to France under any Capitulation. Excuse 
this short letter, as I am pressed for time ; but ever believe 
me, my dear Sir, your obliged and faithful, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROIJBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 1.0th Juliuary, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

As the Gorgon may be detained by the Victuallers, perhaps 
it will be better to send the Transfer, or El Corso, with the 
dispatches for Sir Sidney Smith ; and an assortment of pro- 
visions can be sent, I think, with perfect safety, in one of th» 
Transports. I do not much like to begin by interfering with 
the Commandcr-in- Chief’s arrangements of Ships ; but if you 
think the Transport is not fit for the voyage, send the pro- 
visions in the Gorgon, with the most precise orders for her 
immediate return; but this must not stop the dispatches 
more than twenty-four hours. I send the news from Cartha- 
gena, to be forwarded, by Lord Keith’s orders to Egypt ; and 
I wish you would put the last French letters of M. Poussielgue 
in it ; for that is one that was found secreted, after the others 
were sent off, and is not gone to Constantinople. Lord 
Keith supposes I may send some of these stores to Egypt 
— therefore, if the Ships off Malta are likely to find more 
than they want, send some. Do not, my dear X^’o^bridge, 
send the Gorgon to the East, if yoi^ think a Transport will 
perform the service ; but wc must take care the provisions 
get in safely. I shall see you very soon, and, in all situations, 
believe me, your affectionate friend. 


Bronte Nelson. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty. “ Tuesday, ICth January. At 4, unmoored Ship ; 
at 0, weighed, and made soil” [for Leghorn.] — Jovrnal.'] 

Palermo, 16th January, 1800. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acquaint you for the information of their 
Lordships, that two days ago I received from the Russian 
Admiral a letter stating that he was proceeding with his Ships 
and Troops to Corfu, and that he could not go to Malta. 
This is the more distressing to us at this moment when their 
arrival was so anxiously looked for to proceed on more active 
operations against the Enemy. 

I have also received a letter from Brigadier-General Graham 
stating, that the force he has at present is totally inadequate 
to any serious attack on the Enemy’s works. I have written 
to inform him that his Sicilian Majesty hath promised to send 
2400 men from Sicily, which will be ready in a short time. 
I proceed this day in His Majesty’s Ship Eoudroyant to the 
Coast of Genoa to join the Commander-in-Chief, to concert 
measures with him and to receive his orders for my further 
proceedings. I have the honour to be, &c., 

• Bronte Nelson, 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISOX, ESQ. 

[Letter-Book. “ ‘.siOtli Jaiiunry. At '2 r.M. aneliored in Leghorn Roads; found 
Lord Keith here, in the Queen Charlotte ; saluted with 17 guns.” — Jounial.'] 

Leghorn, ‘46rd January, 1800. 

My dear Davison, 

Notwithstanding Dr. Lawrence’s opinion, I do not believe 
I have any right to exclude the junior Elag-Officers of the 
Fleet; and, if I have, I desire that no such claim may be 
made No, not if it was sixty times the sum, and, poor as I 

* Doubts then existed as to the right of the Junior Flag Offieers of a Fleet to a 
share of the Freiglit and Prife money due to a Commander-in-Chief. Lord St. 
Vincent’s resistance to those claims, was the subject of two Law-suits — one in June, 
IbOO, with Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, respecting Freight money ; and another, 
lU the stone year, (which will be again noticed,) with Lord Nelson, respecting Prize- 
money, in both of which suits Lord St; Vincent was unsuccessful. 
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am, [were] I never to see prize-money. Lord Keith is now 
here, and I have only to obey. Make my best respects accept- 
able to Mrs. Davison, and ever believe me your most obliged 
friend, 

BnoNTE Nelson. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Leghorn, 23r(l January, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

I came here in order to meet Lord Keith, and we are going 
together to Palermo and Malta. If Sir James St. Clair or 
General Fox had felt themselves authorized to have given us 
two thousand troops, I think Malta by this time would have 
fallen, and our poor Ships released from the hardest ser- 
vice I have ever seen. The going away of the Russians has 
almost done me up, but the King of Naples has ordered two 
thousand six hundred troops from Sicily to assist Graham, 
and they are to be under our command. It is true they are 
not good soldiers, but they will case ours in the fatigues 
of duty. The feeding the inhabitants of Malta and paying 
two thousand of the people who bear arms, has been a con^ 
tinned source of uneasiness to my mind. Ilis Sicilian Majesty 
has done more than it was possible to expect he had the ability 
of performing ; for the revenues of his Kingdom are hardly 
yet come round, and his demands are excessive from all 
quarters of his Dominions. Lord Keith will now be able to 
judge with his own eyes and cars, and your Lordship will 
see his report. 

The loyalty and attachment of their Sicilian Majesties to 
our King and Country is such, that I would venture to 
lay down my head to be cut oflF, if they would not rather 
lose their Kingdom of Naples than hold it on terms from 
Austria and the French, by a separation from their alliance 
with England. There is not a thing which his Majesty 
can de.siro, that their Majesties of tjje Two Sicilies will not 
have the greatest pleasure in complying with. I have be- 
fore ventured an opinion on the character of their Sicilian 
Majesties. The King is a real good man but inclined to be 
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positive in his opinion : the Queen is certainly a great 
Monarch and a true daughter of Maria Theresa. I am just 
favoured with your letter of December J2th, which, although 
so entirely contrary to my expectations, cannot alter my 
respect for all your kindness.® I am in debt, from my situation ; 
but time and care will get me out of it. Since May 1798, I 
have had all the expense of a Commander-in-Chief, without 
even the smallest advantage. Lord Keith shall find in me an 
Officer ever ready to anticipate his wishes, so long as my health 
will permit. With every sentiment of regard, believe me, my 
dear Lord, your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO vice-admiral lord KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter-Book. “ Sunday, 25tli January. At J past 12, weighed and made sail, 
Queen Charlotte, Thalia, and Minorca brig in company.” — Journal. They arrived 
at Palemo in the afternoon of the 3rd of February.] 

My dear Lord, At Sea, January 20lh, IHOO. 

I send you my last orders respecting Malta, with my letter 
to Ball in consequence — at that time he being Commanding 

* Lord Spencer’s letter of the 12ih of December, 1790, has not been found. The 
conveyance Avhich brought it, probably brought also the annexed letter from his 
Father: — 

“ My dear Ilor., — You are too prudent to judge eitlier of things or persons by 
appearances, and too good to believe that the few letters you receive from me can 
happen from any cause except the insecure conveyances which oiler, or that indo- 
lence, which I Hnd is in the train of infirmities, which accompany those yeiu s when 
we shall say in the morn, would the even was come, that I may rest ; and at night 
we arc weary before the twilight returns. This is too often my case, even in the 
midst of blessings ; and allow me to say, that yourself, under Providence, arc the 
cause of many of these. Your public merit every mouth proclaims : your private 
virtues every day are experienced. A recent generous act has made your family 
happy by so handsome a present of iJoOO eacli, Bolton’s more especially; he has 
occasion for all. The boy George is got so gay — I hope a happy omen. There is 
another boy, whom 1 have desired to be kept at school two yeiu’s longer, and then 
brought forward. I have hoped he may be got to the East Indies. This >vas 
intended for a very long letter, but [1] must curtail it : the courier is goiug oflf 
directly. Our hopes of seeing you are one day revived, another destroyed : all I 
can say, you know host, and, in the end, will do what is right. If honour is your 
object, all men say you have enough ; if riches, you are too generous to heap up 
many ; if the amor patriae yon have shown it. If your dearest friends are to be 
gratified, they are, no doubt, very much so, by hearing of your health and prosperity, 
which pleasure can be increased only by seeing you. Memento, your father is 
seventy- seven years pf age, December 10th, 1709. God bless you!— E dm. Nelson*” 
-^dutographi in the Nelson Papers. 
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Officer — for the hoisting, when the French flag should be 
struck, the flag of the Order. At present, circumstances are 
changed, as the Grand Master appears to reject the Rock of 
Malta, llis Sicilian Majesty’s colours are flying at present on 
the Island. I send you Graham’s last letter to me, which had 
been mislaid ; but since then, sufficient com for the present 
has gone to the Island. Ever yours faithfully, 

Bronte Nelson. 


JO AI3MIUAL I'Jli: iOARL OF ST. VINCJCXT, K.B. 

[From “ Memoirs of JCmi St. Viiiecnl," vol. ii. p. oO.] 

JI. M, Ship FoudroyttiiC, oJT Moutc Christi, February 1st, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

I thank you very much for your kind letter of December 
15 th, and order. My heart rejoices to hear you are so well 
recovered, and that there are hopes of your being employed 
ill the Home Fleet, when our gentlemen will not find it so 
necessary, as it has been, to go into harbour to be refitted. 
But you will have an Herculean labour to make them what you 
had brought the Mediterranean Fleet to.® Peers and Members 
of Parliament viust attend their duty in London ; but the 
Nation will be better taken care of by their being off Brest. 
You taught us to keep the seamen healthy without going into 
Port, and to stay at sea for years without a refit. We know 
not the meaning of the word. The Audacious, Alexander, 
and others, have never seen an Arsenal since they have been 
under my command. Louis, to his great comfort, has had a 
treat of shifting his masts, and stayed six weeks in harbour ; 
but he sees not a Port again, if I had the command, for the 
next year. Our friend Troubridge is as full of resources as 
his Culloden is full of accidents ; but I am now satisfied, that 
if his Ship’s bottom were entirely out, he would find means to 
make her swim. He must go home this summer, for he 


* Lord St, Vincent succeeded Lord Bridimrt as Commander iu'Chief of the 
Channel Flo^’t, in April 1.800, and appointed Sir^Thomas Troubridgo Captain of 
the Fleer. Jlis Lordship’s attempt to introduce the discipline of the Mediterranean 
Fleet, was strongly resisted by the Captains of some of the Ships under his coiu^ 
mand. Sec Tucker’s Memoirs^ vol. ii. pp. 70, 74. 
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never can now go to sea, except for a fine passage, without 
being hove down. He is now at Malta, which place, I hope, 
time and perseverance, will put into our hands. Lord Keith 
is now going with me from Leghorn (where I went to meet 
him) to Palermo and Malta. 

February 6th. — Lord Keith has just got accounts, that 
General Fox is to send some Troops for Malta. The King 
of Naples sends twelve hundred in our Ships; therefore I 
hope this terrible long business will be brought to a close. I 
sincerely thank you, my dear Lord, for your good wishes for 
my return to England ; that event hangs on those things 
which arc not in my power to command ; but at present I 
see no prospect of my return. I did not fail to present your 
kindest regards to Sir William and Lady Hamilton, and they 
rejoice with me at your recovery. May the heavens ever 
bless you, my dear friend ; and believe me, for life, your af- 
fectionate and obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


10 LADY HAMILTON. 

[From the “ Letters of Lord Kelson to Lady Ilnniiltoii,” vol. i. p. 13.] 

February 3rd, 1800. 

My dear Lady Hamilton, 

Having a Commander-in-Chief,* I cannot come on shore 
till I have made iny manners to him. Times* arc changed ; 
but if he does not come on shore directly, 1 will not wait. In 
the meantime, I send Allen to inquire how you are. Send 

* Lord Kelson felt deeply mortified at n Commander-iii-Chicf beinpf sent to the 
Mediterranean ; and his friends Sir William and Lady Hamilton, as well as some 
(. of his Captains, frequently expressed themselves very nnfa\ourably towards 
Lord Keith. Soon after Lord Keith arrived in the Mediterranean, Sir William 
Hamilton was superseded as Minister to the Kinj? of the 'Pwo Sicilies, hy the 
Honourable Arthur Taget, (the bite Right Honourable Sir Arthur Pagot, G.C.B.,) 
aud ill a letter to Lord Nelson, written on the 7th of Fcbrnnry 1800, Sir William 
Hamilton, after speaking slightingly of Lord Keith, and enlogi/ing all Nelson's 
measures, said, “ As 1 now find that J.oid Keith is really in the place of Lord St. 
Vincent, established Commander-in- CJdef in the Mediterranean, 1 have now not a 
doubt but we shall have the extreme satisfaction of returning home with mir dearest 
friend Lord Nelson ; for your I.ordship will have known from Emma, that 1 have 
cither (after thirty -six years service at this Court,) been either kicked up or down out 
of my post ; luid Mr. Paget, Lord Uxbridge's son, is named Envoy Extraordinary and 
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me word, for I am anxious^ to hear of you. It has been no 
fault of mine, that I have been so long absent. I cannot 
command, and now only obey. Mr. Tyson and the Consul 
have not been able to find out the betrothed wife of the Priore, 
although they were three days in their inquiries, and desired 
the Neapolitan Consul to send to Pisa. I also desired the 
Russian Admiral, as he was going to Pisa, to inquire if the 
Countess Pouschkin had any letters to send to Palermo ; but 
as I received none, I take for granted She had none to send. 

May God bless you, my dear Lady ; and be assured, I ever 
am, and shall be, your obliged and affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

My dear Father, Palemio, February 7th, 1800. 

I can assure you that one of the greatest rewards in this 
world is your approbation of my conduct ; and in having 
done my duty in life so fortunately, I have always recollected 
what pleasure this will give my father. Although few things 
in this world could give me so much pleasure as seeing you, yet 
I see but little prospect of my going to England at this mo- 
ment of the war ; but we shall meet when and where it pleases 
God, and my only prayer is that your life may be prolonged, 
and that every moment I may be able to increase your 
felicity : but whether I am higher or lower in the world, or 
whatever fate aw^aits me, I shall always be your dutiful son, 

Bronte Nelson. 

Plenipotentiary to the King of the Two Sicilies, and is on his way here in a Fri- 
gate. I have not had the least hint of such an intention from England, public or 
private; but Lord Grenville has a letter of mine, the beginning of the year 1708, 
authorizing his Lordsliip to di.spose of my place to whom he pleased, if he would 
ensure me an annuity for life, of clear two thousand pounds sterling — not a novirnal 
peusiouj as 1 would rather continue all my life at Naples than retire for less. So 
that, as the Marquis Civcello’s letter to Acton says that my retreat is at my ow<i 
desire, and that the Kidg reserve.*# for me what will always give me the pleasing 
satisfaction of having gained the esteem and appi^qbation of their Sicilian Majestic* 
my request must have been fully granted. I suppose it is a Cabinet job, wishing 
to provide for Paget, and they could do it no other way than by satisfying me. i 
see it gives much uneasiness at this Court, and poor Emma is in the greatest di * 
tress. But let me get home, and settle my affairs, and she and the Queen in«y 
dispose of my old carcass os they please.”— in the Nelson Papew. 
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TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, II. M. SHIP FOUDROYANT. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers. On the 9th of February, his Sicilian 
Majesty went on boai'd the Queen Charlotte, and on the following day he visited 
the Foudroyant. She received some Sicilian troops for Malta, and sailed for that 
Island on the 12th, in company with the Queen Charlotte, bearing T.ord Keith’s 
flag. Passing through the Faro of Messina, they mode the Island of Malta on the 
I5th, and early in the moniing of the IHth, fell in with a small French Squadron, 
under Rear-Admiral Perree, in I^e Genereux, 74, bound from Toulon to Malta with 
troops. The fate of those Ships is described in Lord Nelson’s official letter to 
Lord Keith, of the 18th of February.] 

Palermo, February 7th, 1800. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

You shall rally — you shall be well: young men will be 
young men, and we must make allowances. If you expect to 
find anything like perfection in this world you will be mis- 
taken : therefore do not think of little nonsenses too much. 
Such strictness as you show to your duty falls to the lot of few, 
and no person in this world is more sensible of your worth and 
goodness in every way than myself. Let all pass over, and 
conic and dine here. As you are ready to execute my orders, 
take this of coming to this house as a positive and lawful one. 
When I see a Ship better ordered than the Foudroyant, I will 
allow you to confine yourself on board. Ever, my dear Sir 
Edward, believe me your truly sincere friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

Lady Hamilton humbly insists that you come on shore. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[From the Letter-Book, ami the “ London Gazette” of tlie 29th of Marcli 1800. 

> Lord Keith wrote to the Admiralty, on the 20th of February, the following dispatch, 
transmitting Lord Nelson’s letter: — 

“ Sir,— My letter of the ir^th acquainted you, for the information of their Lord- 
sliips, that I had received intelligcnco of the reported approach of an Enemy's 
Squadron towai'ds this Island ; p^nd although I hml considerable difficulty in per- 
suading myself that they would hazard the attempt in the face of so superior a force, 
I nevertheless considered it incumbent upon nle to take tli^ necessaiw precautions 
of reconnoitring the quarter in which they "were to be expected, and, at the same 
lime, guarding most pih'ticulriidy the entrance of the harbour of Valetta, as the only 
point in which they could secure tiiemselves, and debark their troops and stores. 
The wind being strong from the S.E., and accompanied with rain, 1 could only 
communicate by signal. 1 accordingly denoted the bearing and reputed force of 
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the Enemy, and directed the Foudroyant, Audacious, and Nortliuniberland to chase 
to windward, and the Lion to look out off the passage between Oozo and Malta, 
while the Queen Charlotte was kept as close in with the mouth of the harbour as 
the batteries would admit of; the Alexander, at the same time, was under weigh on 
the South-East side of tlie Island. On the 10th, I was joined by the Phaeton, from 
Palermo; and the wind having shifted to the N.W., which afforded a favourable 
opportunity for lauding the Neapolitan troops at Marsn Sirocco, 1 accordingly 
embraced it, and in the afternoon returned off the harbour of Valetta. Signals 
were made from various ports of the Island, of an FiUemy’s being in sight, and with 
the Queen Charlotte, Phaeton, Sirena Neapolitan Frigate, and Minorca Sloop, I 
anxiously continued to maintain a position near the shore, to prevent the Enemy 
from passing within us, and to expose them to the attack of his Majesty’s Ships 
that were in pursuit of them. On the morning of the 19lh, El C’orso joined with a 
large French armed Store Ship, which she took possession of at four o’clock in the 
afternoon of the 18th, by signal from Lord Nelson, whose Scpiadron was then 
engaged with the French. Captain llickctts reported this Ship to he the Ville dr 
Marseilles, loaded with salt meat, brandy, wdne, clothing, stores, &c., Ac. She 
sailed from Toulon on the 7th instant, in company with the Gencreux, seventy- 
four, Admiral Perree, Badine, twenty-four, and two Corvettes, having near four 
thousand troops on board for the relief of Malta. At four, p.m , the Foudroyant 
and Audacious joined me, and 1 was ac(|uainteil hy Reai -Admirol liOrd Nelson, that 
theGcnerenx had surrendered withoiit any action, and that the three Corvettes had 
escaped, from all the Line of Battle Ships having anxiously pressed after the 
French Admiral. 1 have the honour to cnelo.se a copy of Lord Nelson’s letter. 
His Lordship has on this occasion, as on all others, conducted himself with skill, 
and gi’cat address, in comprehending my signals, which the state of the, weather 
led me greatly to suspect. Captain l*eard lias evinced excellent maungcnient from 
the moment he first discovered the Enemy off the South-West end of Sicily, until 
the period of the capture; and Lieutenant William Harrington, commanding the 
Alexander In the absence of Captain Ball, lia.s shown great merit in so ably con- 
ducting that Ship in presence of so superior a force, previously to the appearance 
of Lord Nelson. I beg leave to recommend him to their Lordships’ consideration. 
I have detached Ships in all directions to endeavour to pick up the stragglers. 1 
Lave the honour to be, Ac., Keith.” — London Guzvtte ‘.IDth of March, 1800.] 

Foudi'oyant, at Sea, off Cape di Corvo, eight Leagues West of Cape 
Passaro, off Shore four miles, iHth February, 1800. 

My Lord, 

This morning at daylight, being in company with the Ships 
named in the margin,'^ I saw the Alexander in chase of a Line 
of Battle Ship, three Frigates, and a Corvette. At about 
eight o’clock she fired several shot at one of the Enemy’s fri- 
gates, which struck her colours, and leaving her to be secured 
by the Ships astepi, continued the chase. I directed Captain 
Gould of the Audacious, and the El Corso brig, to take 
charge of this prize. At half-past oneS.M., the Frigates and 


* Northumberlaiid, Audacious, and El Corso Brig. 
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Corvette tacked to the westward ; but the Line of Battle 
Ship not being able to tack without coming to action with 
the Alexander, bore up. The Success being to leeward, 
Captain Peard,® with great judgment and gallantry, lay across 
his hawse, and raked him with several broadsides. In pass- 
ing. the French Ship’s broadside, several shot struck the Suc- 
cess, by which one man was killed, and the Master and seven 
men wounded. At half-past four, the Foudroyant and 
Northumberland coming up, the former fired two shot, when 
the French Ship fired her broadside, and struck her colours. 
She proved to be the Genereux, of seventy- four guns, bearing 
the Flag of Rear-Admiral Perrce,^ Commander in Chief of the 
French Naval force in the Mediterranean, having a number of 
troops on board from Toulon, bound for the relief of Malta. 

I attribute our success this day to be principally owing to the 
extreme good management of Lieutenant William Harrington,® 
who commanded the Alexander in the absence of Captain 
Ball, and I am much pleased with the gallant behaviour of 
Captain Peard, of the Success, as also with the alacrity and 
good conduct of Captain Martin and Sir Edward Berry. I 
have sent Lieutenant Andrew Thomson,® First Lieutenant of 
the Foudroyant, to take charge of the Genereux, whom I 
beg leave to recommend to your Lordship for promotion, and 
[have] sent her under care of the Northumberland and 
Alexander to Syracuse, to wait your Lordship’s orders. I 
have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 

* Captain Sliuldliam Pcaril, of the Success, was made a Superannuated Rear- 
Admiral in 1814, but w^as placed on the Active List in 18‘2T, and died a Vice-Ad- 
miral of the Wliite, in December 18.42. 

’ Rear-Admiral Perree was struck by a shot from the Success, and died of his 
"^wounds on the following day ; and on the lOth, the Major of Division, Pouloin, 
wrote to Lord Nelson, requesting him to order tliat funeral and military lionours 
sliould be rendered to the deceased, adding — “ Yenilloz ne point me refuser cette 
faveur, que je regarderai comme uu hommage rendu aiix manes d’un brave homme, 
qui emporte avec lui les regrets et I'estime de tons ses camaradcs .” — Anlographi 
in the Nelson Papers. 

® Lieutenant William Harrington, who obtained that rank in 17!)G. In 1802, he 
commanded the* hired armed Brig La Vedette, and appears to have died a Lieu- 
tenant before 1809. 

• Lieutenant Andrew Thomson >vws not promoted until October 1801, and died 
a Commander in 1828. 
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TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From tbe " Letters of Lord Nelson to Lady Hamilton,” toI. 1. p. 15,1 

Off La Valetta, February 20tb, 1800. 

dear Lady Hamilton, 

Had you seen the Peer' receive me, I know not what you 
would have done ; but I can guess. But never mind ! I 
told him, that I had made a vow, if I took the Genereux by 
myself, it was my intention to strike my Flag. To which he 
made no answer. 

If I am well enough, L intend to write a letter to Prince 
Leopold, and to send him the French Admiral’s flag ; which 
I hope you will approve of, as it was taken on the Coast of his 
Father’s Kingdom, and by as faithful a Subject as any in his 
Dominions. I have had no communication with the shore ; 
therefore, have seen neither Ball, Troiibridge, nor Graham : 
nor with the Lion ; but when I have, I shall not forget all 
your messages, and little Jack, I only want to know your 
wishes, that I may, at least, appear grateful, by attending to 
them. 

My head aches dreadfully, and I have none here to give me 
a moment’s comfort. I send the packet to General Acton,* as 
I think it may go (juicker, and he will be flattered by pre- 
senting the Flag and letter to the Prince. Malta, I think, 
will fall very soon, if these other Corvettes do not get in. 
Pray make my best regards acceptable to Mrs. Cadogan, 
Miss Knight, little Mary Re Giovanni, Gibbs, &c., and ever 
believe me your truly faithful and affectionate, • 

Bronte Nelson. 

1 Lord Keitli. 

* Sir John Acton wrote to Lord Nelson on the ‘inh of February, and after con- 
gratulating him on the capture of Le Genereux, which Ship, he said, “ was certainly 
to belong to the Hero of the Nile," and conveying “ tlieir Sicilian Mijieetios thnnks 
and most sensible congratnlationa," he added, “ What can I express in the name of 
his Royal Highness Prince Leopold, to present liis gratitude V J went immediaidy 
to his Royal Highness’s apartments with your Lordship’s letters, and the fine pre- 
sent of tlie French Adniral’s flag. The young Prince was in raptures, and c(/n- 
tiniie.s to he so. He answers himself to your Lordship, either with this occasion, 
or with a courier tw Soirenza. You have made h^ppy all the Royal Family, and h is 
not certainly the first occasion of the many and most essential feelings w'hich tliey 
have been Lencficated with, from your loyalty and attachment/’— wfw/nyn/y)/#, in ihr 
Nelson Papers. 
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TO MAURICE NELSON, ESQ., NAVY OFFICE. 

[From Clai*ke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. 24.C.] 

[About the 20th February, 1800.] 

I have written to Lord Spencer, and sent him my Journal, 
to prove that the Genereux was taken by me, and owing to 
my plan ; that my quitting Lord Keith was at my own risk, 
and for which, if I had not succeeded, I might have been 
broke. If I had not, the Genereux would never have been 
taken, I am, &c. Bronte Nelson. 


TO VICK-ADMIRAL LOUD KKITH, K.IL 

[Letter-llook. On the 24th of February, Lord Keitli issued an Order to Lord 
Nelson, wliioh stated that he wa.s “ called from the Blockade of Malta, to attend to 
other services of public importance,” and directed Lord Nelson to take the command 
of tlie Ships therein named, “ and to adopt and prosccule the necessary measure.s 
for contributing to the complete reduction of Malta.” Full and explicit directions 
were given for his conduct in the event of the siuTcnder of La Valettn, and for the 
disposition of the Squadron, &c. As the remoteness of Palermo ft-om Malta, ren- 
ilored it an inconvenient jdace of rendezvous, Lord Keith directed it to be diseon^ 
tinned, and substituted Syracuse instead of it ; but if I.ord NeLson preferred Mes- 
sina or Augusta, he was ut liberty to use one of them, provided lie made Lord Keith 
accpiaiiited therewith. The Order concluded in these words — “ During the pro- 
gress of this complicated and important service, and on the evenuial surrender of 
Valetta, many circumstances will naturally occur, and a variety of objects present 
themselves, for wliich it is iiiqiossilde to provide. But impressed as I am witli 
every (conviction of your Lord.ship’.s ability, zeal, firmness, discretion, justice, and 
humanity, 1 rely, with all confidence, on your being prepared to act, on every 
exigency, for the honour of the nation, the advantage of the public, and the interest 
of the forces employed under your direction : and also, whenever it may depeiul 
upon you, for the protection of individuals, the security of private property, and the 
distrihutioii of public justice.” — Origiunly in the Nelson Papers. 

On tlm reception of this Order Lord Nelson wrote the following public and private 
, letters :] 

Foiidroyant, off Malta, 24th February, 1800. 

My Lord, 

My state of health is such, that it is impossible I can much 
longer remain here. Without some rest, I am gone. I must 
therefore, whenever 1 find the service will admit of it, request 
your permission to go to my friends, at Palermo, for a few 
weeks, and leave the command here to Commodore Trou- 
bridge. Nothing but absolute necessity obliges me to write 
this letter, being, with the greatest respect, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 
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TO VICE-ADMIRAL I>ORD KEITH, K.R. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Off Malta, I'ebrnary 9lih, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

I could no more stay fourteen days longer here, than four- 
teen years. I am absolutely exhausted, therefore I have been 
obliged to write you a Public letter. As to the state of the 
Foudroyant, nothing but the exigencies of the service has 
prevented her being refitted months ago. This very day is a 
sufficient proof to me that she cannot keep the sea, even if 
the main topmast stands, which I doubt, in a severe gale. But 
her rigging, both standing and running, must be overhauled ; 
everything gives way. But I send Sir Edward Berry, and 
submit to yoiir decision as to the Ship ; to myself you will 
not, I am sure, object. The Northumberland and El Coi’so 
would have been an acquisition, instead of the Audacious, 
Lion, or Alexander, or Strombolo, who is useless as a cruiser. 
But I wish not to complain ; but my incapacity as to health 
I feel ; and, as a Seaman, I think the Foudroyant must be 
refitted. Ever, my dear Lord, &c. 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO GOVERNOn BALL. 


[Antograpli, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Fehruar}' 25th, 1800. 

My dear Ball, 

I have the pleasure to announce to you that I am directed 
by His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of all the Russias, and 
Grand Master of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, to pre- 
sent you with His letter and the Grand Cross of the Order, 
and that you have an Honorary Coinmanderie.* This mark of 


* The success of Lord Nelson’s application to the Emperor of Russia for the 
Cross of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem (commonly called the Cross of Multu) 
for Captain Ball and J..mly Hamilton, was thus announced to him hy Sir Charles 
Whiuvurth, K.B.. Envoy at St. Petersburg: ^ 

“ St. Petersburg, 4th January, iSOd. 

“ My Lord, ^ 


“I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of y'oiir Lordship’s letter of the 
first of November, by a Neapolitan Courier, and I have now the satisfaction to ac 
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the Grand Master’s sense of j-^our zeal and ability, in the con- 
ducting of the affairs in the Island of Malta, cannot but give 
me the very highest satisfaction, who so well know your gal- 
lantry and excellent judgment. Whenever you do me the 
honour of coming afloat, I shall present you with this dis- 
tinguished mark of honour. Believe me, my dear Ball, your 
most obliged and affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson, 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO. 

[Aiitoj^rapb, in the Aliiilo Papers.] 

Foiidroyaiit, off February 20th, IkOO. 

My dear Lord, 

Not that pei*son in this world values your friendship more than 
myself, and so I ought, because no one has taken more pains 
to make me noticed in the world than yourself. You, my dear 
friend, [will] rejoice to hear tliat it has been my extraordinary 
good fortune to capture the Genereux, 74, bearing the Flag of 
Rear-Admiral Perree, and a very large Storeship, with 2000 
troops and provisions and stores for the relief of La Valette. 
I came off Malta with 7?2i/ Commander-in-Chiefy Lord Keith ; 
we parted company in bad weather the same day. Having in- 
formation that such a Squadron had sailed from Toulon, Lord 
K. remained off Malta; but my knowledge of their track 
(rather my knowdedge of this (h)untry from seven years’ ex- 
perience) I went towards the Coast of Barbary, \vherc three 
days afterwards I fell in with the gentlemen ; those Ships w hich 
fell in with me after our separation from the Commander-in- 
Chief attached themselves to my fortune. We took them after a 
long chase, four miles only from Sicily, and a few leagues from 


your Lonlship that hi.s liii[)enul Majesty has been {graciously plcu.^-ed to ac- 
cede to your recomineiidiitiou of Ltuly llainiltoii, and of (.’attain Ball, Her lijuly- 
shij) is named JJnme Petite Croix de rOrdre de St. Jean de .lerusalem, and Cai)taiii 
Ball, Coinmniuleur Hoiioruire. I have, accordinj^’ to his Imperial Majesty s desire, 
made his Majesty actjuaiuted with such his iulention, ixMiuestiug’ that his Majesty 
would be pleased to allow Lady Hamilton and Captain Ball to aet-ept and wear tht* 
Hiinie. I should feel extrenudy happy could 1 Hatter myself with having been 
the least instrnmentul in furlherin;; the ohjeet of your Lordship's wishes; and 
have the honour to be, t&e., Ciiaai .1 s Whitworth.” — Autvtjniph., in the Ncl^ou 
Papers. 

VOL. lY. 
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Cape Passaro. Perree was killed by a shot from the Success 
Frigate, Captain Peard. His ship struck when the Foudroyant 
fired only two shot ; this, my dear Lord, makes nineteen Sail 
of the Line and four Admirals I have been present at the 
capture of, this war. Ought I to trust Dame Fortune any more ? 
her daughter may wish to step in and tear the mother from 
me. I have in truth serious thoughts of giving up active ser- 
vice — Greenwich Hospital seems a fit retreat for me after 
being thought unfit to command in the Mediterranean. 

The Emperor of Russia has just granted my request for a 
Cross of Malta to our dear and invaluable Lady Hamilton, also, 
of an Honorary Commandery to Captain Ball of the Alexander, 
who has with so much ability governed Malta for these last 
sixteen months. This fortunate capture I consider so much 
for the interest of the Grand Master, that I have presumed to 
send Admiral Perree’s sword to be laid at his feet. 

Being here, I am deprived of the pleasure of seeing your 
letters to Palermo. The Queen, my dear Lord, has a thorough 
and implicit confidence in your friendship, and my Lady and 
myself assure her of your real concern for her interest. We 
have been, and are, trying everything to induce the King to 
go to Naples, but hitherto in vain. I almost doubt Acton’s 
sincerity as to wishing him, yet he appears as anxious as any 
of us : the Junto of State are as bad as the Cardinal — all arc 
open to the foullest corruption, and the presence of a Monarch 
was never more necessary to heal the disorders of a Kingdom. 
For some cause, which I do not understand, the pardon and 
act of oblivion is not yet issued, although I know it has been 
signed near three months; the heads of a whole Kingdom 
cannot be cut off, be they ever such rascals. I hope that all 
matters are arranged between the two Emperors, for tlu' 
Emperor Paul says, in his letter, that the Prince Volkonsky 
with three battalions of grenadiers shall come here. If Lady 
Miuto is with yon,^ I beg my very best respects, and whatever 
fate awaits me, or however much I may be forgot by others, 
yet believe this as true, that 1 shall ever feel myself your 
obliged and affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson. 


* Lon] Miuto was then Envoy Extraordinary to the Court of Vienna. 



2ET. 41.^ 


LETTERS. 


195 


TO GOVERNOR BALL, MALTA. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

February ^7 til, 3800. 

My dear Ball, 

Your letter relative to the movements of the French Ships 
has put me a little on the alarm for fear they should escape, 
therefore, I wish to know precisely whether I may depend on 
information by guns, signals, &c., if the French Ships make 
any movements, for instance, this night. I only wish to have 
an opportunity of getting our lost anchor, to proceed and 
anchor off La Valetta ; my heart would surely break if they 
escape; therefore, cither tell me to go directly off Valetta, 
or say you may stay safely and trust to our vigilance. The 
Vincejo brig, the only Vessel with me, shall go off the Town, 
— communicate to General Graham. Would not false attacks 
and firing down the harbour prevent their waiting ? for if the 
Enemy are serious in getting out their Ships, the game is up 
in La Valetta : write to me this night if it is possible. If we 
are here to-moiTow, I shall rejoice to see you and Captain 
Vivian ; I rely on Captain Vivian not to let these fellows steal 
their Ships from us. I rejoice to hear Troubridge is better ; I 
wrote him a line this morning.^ Ever, my dear Ball, believe 
me, your obliged and affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

* A very intere.stiiig niul warm-hcartetl letter from Sir 'Iboina.s Troubridge lo 
Lord Nelsou, of the ^24th of I'Vbruary, shows that his Lordship had taken slight offence 
at asupposed want of attention towards him : “ My Lord, — The trip of yesterday, and 
the efforts made the day before, though really more tin object for an hospital, than 
oue to pay a friendly visit, Geiieriil Graham and Ball will tell your Lordship how 
ill I was, and did not reach niv Sliip till ten o’clock, much tired, ^Scc., All this 

’’will, 1 trust, cause your Lonlship lo acquit me of the smallest want nf respc«'t and 
atteiuloii, which your letter of the 2‘iudy wliieli I found on my return lust night, 

accuses me of. It baa really so unhinged me, that 1 am quite uiimanhed and 

crying. 1 would sooner forfeit my life. — my everything, ban be deemed ungi*atcful 
to au Officer, and friend, I feci 1 owe so much to. Fray, pray, acquit me; for 1 
really do uot merit it. There is not a man on earth 1 love, honour, and esteem 
more than your I.ordship. Flease God 1 recover, and get from luy bed, which 1 
am now confined to, 1 will be again on bi»ttrd the Fondroyant. Yesterday I had not 
received yonr letter; 1 hud only h -ard, in ii friendly note, that you were surprised 
at not hearing from me. At that very time two letters of mine were, and had been 
for days, on their way. ... By what Lord Keith said yesterday to the General, Sou 
Nvill be left here, Itemembor, my Lord, the pro.'^j'oets are rather good at present of 

D 2 
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TO MRS. SUCKLING. 

[From “ Tlie Athenteum.’*] 

February ‘i7ih [1800], off Malta. 

My dear Madam, 

I am only this day favoured with your letter of November, 
and have immediately signed the powers of attorney, Avhich, 
I trust, will satisfy all parties ; nothing, believe me, will ever 
give me greater pleasure than fulfilling the will of my dear 
Uncle. I can say little good of myself: I am far from well ; 
but ever believe me, your most affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

‘^8th February, iSQi). 

My dear Lord, 

The Entreprenant is this ‘moment arrived from Corfu, and I 
send her directly to your Lordship, onlj^ directing her to call 
at Marsa Sirocco, to carry seventy Maltese to the Genereux. 
The French Ships are perfectly ready to put to sea: six 
hundred Maltese have been raised to complete their comple- 
ments, and Ball thinks they will assuredly attempt it the first 
fair wind. With the Alexander, who is just arrived, I shall 
anchor off La Valetta, and prevent their escape, if possible. 
The intended movements of their Ships is a convincing proof 
to me that the Garrison has lost all hopes of a successful 
resistance, and I wdsh that General Graham would make false 
attacks ; but I am no soldier, therefore ought not to hazard 


leiluciiig this placn, and that William Tell, Diane, aud .lustiee, are the only three 
ships left from the Nile Fleet. I boseeeh yon bear the entreaties of a sincere h ieud, 
and do iiof, go to Sicily for the present, (’ruiziiig may he unpleasant. l.ettV(! the 
Foudroyant out, and hoist your Flag in the Culloden, to cany on the operations 
Avith the General. Everything sliall be done to make it comfortable aud pleasing 
you: a month will do all. If you comply with my request, 1 shall be happy, fw I 
shall tlien he convinced I have not forfeited your friendship. The strong fever 1 
labour un*ler at present nnist plead iny excuse for this jumble : I am unable at pi'' 
sent to correct it ; i therefore conclude, praying your Lordship not to harbour tli<? 
smallest idea that I am not tJie same Troubridge you have known me.” — Autograph, 
in the Nelson Papers^ 
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ail opinion. But if I commanded, I would torment the 
scoundrels night and day. Lion was said to be seen last 
night, and, except Vincejo, all have been blown to leeward. 
I send your Lordship my letters from Corfu and Constanti- 
nople. The Russian plan for those Islands is pretty evi- 
dent. 

My state of health is very precarious. Two days ago I 
dropped with a pain in my heart, and I am always in a fever; 
but the hopes of these gentry coming out shall support me for 
a few days longer. I ardently desire to see this Malta business 
finished. With every sentiment of respect, believe me, my 
dear Lord, your most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO brigadip:r-general graha.m. 

[Letter-Book.] 

March 3i(l, 1600. 

My dear General, 

I send you a copy of Lord Keith’s letter to me, by which 
you will see (what I never doubted) that the French Corvettes 
will certainly endeavour to get into La Valetta ; and as, from 
the weather wc have lately had, there is the greatest probabi- 
lity that, in time, one of them may cseape our vigilance — for 
instance, last night laying-to, under reefed mainsail, and from 
my having orders to keep the Stpuidron as closely collected 
as possible, as a French Fleet may be expected, I have not the 
power to send Ships of the Line to cruize to the westward. 
I beg leave, therefore, with all due deference to your superior 
judgment, to submit whether it would not be possible, by 
false attacks at night, and by a constant firing of guns and 
mortars, so to harass a half-starved Garrison, as to induce them 
to give in, before some one of the Vessels may arrive ; for if 
the Irench Government persevere in their endeavours, at all 
risk of capture, to relieve by small Vessels the distresses of 
the Garrison, they must in time succeed. 

It will not be long, from my very ill state of health, that I 
can be with you, when tlwf command will devolve on my 
brave and dear friend Troubridge, or be resumed by Lord 
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Keith, both of whom I am ready to allow, with more judg- 
ment to effect, but not with more ardent desire to finish this 
long and tedious blockade, than, my dear General, your 
affectionate 

Bronte Nelson. 

Martin has a letter for you from Lord Keith. 


TO THE BASRA OF TRIPOLI. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Fomlroyant, oil* Multii, March 4.111, 1800. 

Sir, 

I have the pleasure to send you, in his Britannic Majesty’s 
Ship Strombolo, all your Subjects who I had the happiness to 
retake in the French Ship, Le Genereux, of 74 guns, on the 
18th February. Lord Keith, the Commander in Chief of the 
British Fleet in the Mediterranean, has I am told wrote to 
your Highness, but I cannot deprive myself of the pleasure of 
addressing one line to you, in order to assure your Excel- 
lency of my happiness in having had an opportunity of 
rescuing so many of your Subjects from a French prison, and 
begging you to believe that I am your Highness’s obedient 
servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO SIMON LUCAS, ESQ., CONSUL AT TRIPOLI. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foudroyant, off Malta, 4th Mai'cli, 1800. 

Dear Sir, 

As Lord Keith, the Commander in Chief of the Mediter- 
ranean Fleet, has doubtless wrote to you, it is not necessary 
for me to trouble you much at length. The Bashaw will, of 
course, receive my great attention, in sending over his sub- 
jects taken by the French, as it deserves ; and you will not 
fail to impress on his mind, that NelSbn is never unmindful 
of his friends, and what pleastite it gives me to mark my 
attention to him. The Bashaw was very good in supplying 
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the El Corso with some rope, which was duly reported 
to me, and for which I beg you will thank his Excellency 
in my name. The French in Egypt were to enter into 
a treaty with the Turks for the evacuation of Egypt, and 
some progress is reported to be made in it, but Europe 
can never suffer those robbers to return but as prisoners of 
war. The three French Corvettes who escaped, when the 
Genereux and Store-ship were taken, I think, may have put 
into some of the Ports in Tripoli ; if they have, I trust the 
Bashaw will give a good account of them. You will have 
heard that Buonaparte has had the impudence to ask a peace 
with England ; which, of course, has been refused, unless it 
was a general one for all the world. The campaign in Italy 
was to open February 25th ; therefore I expect daily to hear 
of the taking of Genoa, and of the march of the Imperial army 
to Nice. This place will very soon fall, I have no doubt, as 
I daily expect 2000 more troops from Minorca, and the 
French are in great distress for provisions. I hope your 
health has been long re-established, and I beg you to believe 
that I am, dear Sir, your obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K,R. 

[Letler-Book.'l 

March 8tli, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

You will see, by my Journal, what terrible weather we have 
had, and all our movements. The fever still increases in the 
Northumberland, although every man is sent on shore the 
moment he is seized. The French prisoners arc put into the 
fame transport, and I shall soon try and remove them to the 
Island of Comino. I dread to hear of the Ships with you ; 
the disorder is, as you said, a jail fever, and of the worst kind. 
I expect General Graham on board, and shall detain the 
Penelope till he comes. I have directed Captain Blackw^ood 
to call and deliver a letter from me to Sir William Hamilton, 
requesting his urging General Acton for four Gun-boats. I 
know you have made a similar requisition ; but I hope very 
soon that the weather will become so moderate, that they can 
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be employed to watch off the harbour, a measure very neces- 
sary, as on the night of the 4th, a fast-sailing Polacca, of about 
seventy tons, did get out, but was chased in again by our 
Ships. I think Vaubois wants to get information of his de- 
plorable situation to France. 

We have no tidings of the French Corvettes, and I begin 
to think that they are either gone to Egypt or Corsica ; for if 
they have stayed at sea twenty-nine days, the time they have 
left Toulon, they must have the plague. We have got the 
Prize Ship afloat, and Troubridge intends to have her 
round to Marsa Sirocco; he has sent her by the Sirenc 
Tender, to offer her for sale to the Bashaw of Tripoli ; but of 
course she will not be delivered without your permission. 
Troubridge thinks the brass guns might be sold with her, 
for we do not want them. I do not believe, from what I hear, 
that except the Ship, there is cl‘500 of property in her. All 
the Tripolincs arc sailed in the Sirene, with a fair wind, and 
tolerable weather. The Success is watering in St. Paul’s, 
but goes to the westward this evening. 

I am sorry to tell you that my health continues to be so 
very indifferent, that I am obliged, in justice to myself, to 
retire to Palermo for a few weeks, and to direct Troubridge 
to carry on the service during iny necessary absence. I shall 
(|uit this station when matters arc all put in a right way. I 
am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


JOURNAL FROM TilE 26TH OF FEBRUARY TO THE lOlH OF 
MARCH, 1800. 

rAiUo^ai)h, in the Nelson Papers.] 

lebruary 26th, at 2 p.m. — Ordered the Foudroyant to be 
anchored on St. Paul’s bank — she having split her main- 
topsail and foresail, parted the cable, let go another anchor. 
The Coinmander-in- Chief weighed and stood to the North 
East, leaving in sight the Lion, MiftOrca, and Perseus, and 
under iny command Cullodcn, Lion, Success, Bonne Citoy- 
enne. All night, hard gales, a.m. Hard gales, no communi- 
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cation with the shore — two Sail in sight, under main-topsails 
and foresails. 

27th. — Strong gales till evening, when it moderated. Gover- 
nor Ball sent me word that he was sure the French Ships 
would attempt to put to sea the first favourable moment. No 
Ship near us, blowing very fresh all night. a.m. In the 
morning, more moderate : attempted to get our anchor ; but 
tlie wind freshening, was obliged to give up, leaving a stream 
cable on it. 

28th. — The Entreprenant Cutter joined from Corfu: 
read her dispatches, and directed her to the Commander-in- 
Chief; but having received seventy Maltese for the Genereux, 
I directed her to call off Marsa Sirocco, as Commodore 
Troubridge had them all ready, and the way the wind blew, it 
could not make a difference of two hours. At nine, the 
Cameleon joined from Sir Sidney Smith with dispatches. At 
half-past ten, sent to Lord Keith to Syracuse, or to follow him 
to Leghorn. 

1st March. — Governor Ball came on board to tell me of the 
state of the Ships in La Valctta, and that, in his opinion, the 
wind coming round to the S. W., they would endeavour to put 
out in the night : directed the Lion to anchor off Marsa Scala, 
the Alexander off* St. Julian’s, Foudroyant off* La Valetta, the 
Success to keep near us, as also the Vincejo, the Minorca, and 
.... In the night it came on a sudden squall at N.E., by 
which, I believe, the Ship was drove in shore ; for at daylight 
she wsis within reach of shot, which the French fired at her 
till ten o’clock, when she was warped out of gun-shot without 
any damage except wounding the fore top-mast. 

2nd. — At four, weighed with a light breeze, southerly. In 
the night, variable winds and squally. Strong gales to the 
N.W, all day. 

3rd. — At four, joined the Northumberland ; received Lord 
Keith’s letters and orders of the 27th February ; heavy gales 
all night; laying to under a reefed mainsail. a.m. More 
moderate ; directed Captain Marlin to carry the powder into 
Marsa Sirocco, and to desire Commodore Troubridge to dis- 
pose of the French prisonci's in a Transport, as they have a 
l)ad fever. 

4th. — The wind coming to W.S.W., got the Foudroyant to 
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an anchor on St. Paul’s bank ; Bonne Citoyenne showed his 
pendants ; all night fresh breezes to the southward. At day- 
light, employed shifting the fore- topmast ; found two of the 
main-shrouds on the larboard side carried away, the sails all 
split and none to replace them, all, except one fore-sail, being 
unfit for a gale of wind, all the ropes very bad, and continually 
breaking. The Alexander and Lion at anchor, as by order 
of the 1st; Vincejo off La Valetta; Success near the Strom- 
bolo, preparing to go to Tripoli; Minorca not in sight; Bonne 
Citoyenne never joined. Wind, southerly. 

5th. — The Governor" eamc on board to dinner : at sunset, 
the wind west ; the station of the Ships — Foudroyant on St. 
Paul’s bank; Alexander off St. Julian’s; Lion off Marsa 
Scala ; Success, Minorca, and Vincejo, off La Valetta ; Bonne 
Citoyenne supposed to be west of Goza, as ordered ; Strom- 
bolo standing to the N.N. West, being bound to Girgenti. 
All night fresh breezes. a.m. At daylight, increasing to a 
heavy gale of wind, which lasted till noon. 

6tb. — Heavy gales till sunset, when it moderated a little. 
A.M. At 10, a boat eamc from the Governor to say a Cor- 
vette had got into La Valetta the night of the 5th, which 1 
cannot believe from the position of the Ships. At noon, the 
Governor came on board to say he began to think it was a 
Vessel attempting to get out. 

7 th. — It is ascertained the Polacca was attempting to get 
out. All these twenty-four hours, strong breezes to the N.W. 

8th. — Strong breezes and variable from S. to N.W. The 
report from the Northumberland very unfavourable. The 
Penelope joined, but brought no dispatches from England. 

9th. — Strong gales from the N.W. all these twenty-four 
hours. 

10th. — Hard gales the whole twenty-four hours, from 
W.S.W. to N.N.E. Only Alexander and Penelope in sight. 
A.M. At 8 the Speedy joining. 


" Captain Ball. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 

[Vrom “ Letters of Lord Nelson to Lady Hamilton,” vol. ii. p. jv50.] 


iNfarch 8tb, 1800. 

My dear Sir William, 

I thank you kindly for all your letters and good wishes. It 
is my determination, my health requiriny ity to come to 
Palermo, and to stay two weeks with you. I must again 
urge, that four Gun- boats may be ordered for the service at 
Malta ; they will most essentially assist in the reduction of 
the place, by preventing small Vessels from getting in or out. 
T think, from the Enemy, on the night of the 4th, trying and 
getting out for a short distance a very fast sailing Polacca, 
that Vaubois is extrenfely anxious to send dispatches to France, 
to say he cannot much longer hold out ; and if our troops, 
as Captain Blackwood thinks, arc coming from Gibraltar and 


Minorca, I have no idea the Enemy will hold out a week. I 


beg General Acton will order the Gun-boats. Troubridge 
has got the jaundice, and is very ill. As I shall so verjr soon 
sec you, I shall only say, that I am ever, your obliged and 


affectionate, 


Bronte Nelson. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDOi:* BART., CAPTAIN 
OF H.M. SHIP CIJLLODEN. 

[Order-Book. . Lord Nelson left [Malta in the Foudroyant, on the 10th, and 
arrived at Palermo on the Kith of Marcli.] 

Foudroyant, off Malta, 10th March, 1800. 

You arc hereby required and directed, during my illness 
and temporary absence, to take under your command the 
Ships named in the margin,^ whose Captains have instructions 
from me to follow your directions, and to obey the orders of 
the Commander-in-Chief, copies of which I have already sent 
you. You will once a-week send me, via Girgenti, by ex- 
press to Palermo, an account of your jiroceedings. I send 
you the situation of the Ships as they are at present disposed 

’ Northumberland, Ale\auder, Lion, Success, Strombolo, Bonne Citoyenne, Mi- 
norca, Penelope, Vincejo. 
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of by me, and you will keep the Foudroyant, when she 
returns, in a situation to be ready to sail for me at a moment’s 
notice. 

Bronte Nelson. 


TO GOVERNOR BALL. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Sir Willinju Keitli Ball, Bai-t.J 

March 10th, 1800. 

My dear Ball, 

I request you will have the goodness to always inquire and 
collect any letters which may arrive for me from Palermo. 
One of great consequence to me was sent by the Maltese 
Consul’s relation, Matei. Pray make inquiries, whenever he 
may arrive, if such a letter is received by Matei at Malta ; 
and all letters, as well as this, to be sent over by 3 ^ou to 
Girgenti, and forwarded to me by express; and I will thank 
you to write our Vice-Consul there a letter of thanks, in my 
name, for his attention ; for I have received several very civil 
letters from him, and, having nobody to write Italian, cannot 
answer them. The weather is so bad, and the wind so far to 
the northward, that we must weigh or slip after breakfast. 
I am, &c., Bronte Nelson. 

The Speedy brings nothing later than the Penelope, except 
a report from Cadiz that the combined Fleets are expected 
there, as is supposed from the Merchant Ships being ordered 
up the harbour. 


TO ADMIRAL GOODALL. 

[Autograph, in the possession of John Dillon, Lsq.] 

March llth [1800], at Sea, off Multn. 

My dear Admiral, 

It was only two days past that I received your letter of 
November 15th,'' the day Lord Keith sailed from Spithcad, to 

" Atlmi.nl Goo.htll’s lettH^was a very Ainnsing one ; Lord Nelson does not notice 
his ollusioii to the “ Enchantress 

“ London, No. South Audley-streot. 
‘*My good Lord, November 15tJi, 1790. 

“ I hope, as the sailor says, ‘ this will find you well, as I am at this present.' t 
have wrote at different times tlu'ce lettei*s to you in favour of my pfotege, Cuptnin 
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take from me all opportunity of my rewarding merit and oblig- 
ing my fi-iends. Captain Broughton, from his merit, was to be 
amongst the first for being made Post, and I told Lord Keith 
so. I was happy to find that, as an Admiralty man, Capftain 
Broughton stands very high in the long list they have given 
Lord Keith. I can assure you, my dear Admiral, that a 
more modest, excellent Officer does not exist ; and it has been 

a hard case to be kept so long in a d d Collier Bomb 

Vessel,® We have been so long in hopes of the speedy fall of 
Malta, and, consequently, of my Ships,' the William Tell, and 
the Diane and Justice Frigates, that I doubt you will but little 
more than believe that I think we are nearer obtaining them 
than a year past, and then Captain Broughton had my pro- 
mise of the Justice, Don’t say I am selling the skin before I 
have killed the bear ; but the bear shall be killed. 

As to my health, I believe I am almost finished. Many 
things, [some] of which you have felt in your time,^ contribute 
towards it. I am now on my route to my friends at Palermo. 
I shall there rest quiet for two weeks, and then judge by my 
feelings whether I am able to serve well, and with comfort to 
myself. It is said the Combined fleet is coming this road, 
confiding it can escape as it did last year ; but the pitcher 
never goes often to the well, but it comes home broke at last. 

They had better be d d than come here, for Lord Keith 

owes them a grudge, which I trust, if that happens, I shall 
assist him in paying. Our dear friends. Sir William and Lady 
Hamilton, are as hospitable, as kind, and as good as ever, and 


Broughton of the Stronihulo Bomb, and fluttered myself that I should have heard 
you had had an opportunity of giving him Post. Keep him in your mind’s eye, and 
let it be so. 

“ They say here you are Itinuldo in the arms of Armida, and that it requires the 
firmness of an Ubaldo, and his brother Knight, to draw you from the Enchantress. 
To be sure ’tis a very pleasant attraction, to which I am very sensible myself. But 
niy maxim has always been — Ctqmius I'olujJiatuin, cupidhtr f/hritr. Be it as it will, 
Jiealth and happiness attend you, and believe me always yours, .T. Ooodall. Re> 
member me to liady Ilamiltou and Sir William, and all my friends.” — Juto^ruph, in 
the Nelson Papers. 

® The Strombolo. 

* Because they hatl formed pan of the French Squadron at tlie Nile. 

Alluding to the mortifleatiou foh by Admiral Goodall at not being entrusted 
'vith the Mediterranean command, on the retirement of Admiral Hoiham, in ITOri. 
vide voU ii. p, 18 , 
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you will join with me, they are nonpareils. I shall rejoice to 
see you, and it is possible it may be very soon. Be that as 
it may, ever believe me your obliged and affectionate friend, 

• Bronte Nelson. 

Acton is married to his niece, not fourteen years of age so 
you hear it is never too late to do well. He is only sixty- 
seven. 


TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, March 20th, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

We arrived here on the 16th, having had a very tedious 
passage. As yet it is too soon to form an opinion whether I 
ever can be cured of iny complaint, which appears to me 
growing something like Oakes’s. At present, I see but glim- 
mering hopes, and probably my career of service is at an end, 
unless the French fleet shall come into the Mediterranean, 
when nothing shall prevent my dying at my post. I hope, 
my dear friend, that your complaints are better. Pray do not 
fret at anything. I wish I never had, but my return to 
Syracuse in 1798, broke my heart, which on any extraordi- 
nary anxiety now shows itself, be that feeling fain or pleasure, 

I have agreed with Mr. Woodhouse, at Marsala, for 500 pipes 
of wine ; and as I have fixed the price, no person has any occa- 
sion to think whether it is dear or cheap. I have wrote to Mr. 
Aldridge in answ er to his letter about supplying beef at Malta, 
and have told him, that if his present price is not sufficient, for 
the Governor and other respectable inhabitants to fix a price, 
and I will agree to it ; for fresh beef we must have, and Lord 
Keith does not seem to wish a constant competition — there- 
fore it must be made worth some person’s interest to supply 
us well : who that person is I care not. 

We have newspapers to January 28th, and I have a letter 
of February 17th from Bristol; but they contain nothing 
interesting. The Brest fleet were ^perfectly quiet : in short, 

’ Sir John Acton bad by this nianiage throe children; and, dying in iHll, 
ftucceeded by his eldest son, Sir Ferdinand Richard Edward Acton, Burt., born in 
ISO], father of the present Sir John Exneiich Edward Dolberg Acton, Bart. 
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I am an infidel about their trusting themselves again in the 
Mediterranean. The Russians are certainly coming to Malta : 

the Squadron under Vice-Admiral K , a good sort of 

man; the Troops, under Prince Volkonsky. You have so 
much my implicit confidence, that I need not say a word 
about them. All will be harmony with these Russians. You 
will have heard that Mr. Arthur Paget is daily expected, to 
replace, for the present, Sir William : Count Pouschkin is also 
superseded by Italinsky. In short, great changes are going 
on, and none that I see for the better. I have not yet seen 
General Acton ; but I am led to believe that the King’s not 
returning to Naples has been entirely owing to the General. 
At present, perhaps he has so much frightened him, that the 
act appears his own. TFe of the Nik are not equal to Lord 
Keith in his estimation, and ought to think it an honour to 
serve under such a clevei' man. I wish you would send me an 
account of what money you have laid out for tlie King of 
Naples’s service, and if they do not pay you, I will give an 
order for you to draw bills for it. I shall also, the first time 
I sec tills man, talk to him about the Roman prize-money, 
and of the King’s intentions towards you. But Acton has, I 
am almost convinced, played us false. May God bless you, 
my dear Troubridge, and believe me ever your affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson. 

TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Palermo, ‘20tli Marcli, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

, You will know, by the Speedy, of my coming to this place, 
where I arrived on the 16th. It is too soon to form any 
judgment of what effect it may have on my health ; but on 
the 18th, I had near died, with the swelling of some of the 
vessels of the heart. I know the anxiety of my mind, on 
coming back to Syracuse in 1798, was the first cause; and 
more people, perhaps, die of broken hearts, than we are 
aware of. The Foudroyant sails to-morrow, and will return 
here in about a fortnight, by which time I hope some decisive 
turn will take place in my complaint. The weekly report 
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from Malta, which I directed to be sent by Girgenti, is not 
yet arrived, but probably it may before this letter can go ; for 
I have no conveyance to you but by post. The Valiant 
transport is arrived with Lieutenant England from Larnica, in 
(Cyprus ; but sailing one day later than the Cameleon. I 
shall, of course, send Lieutenant England to you as soon as 
his quarantine is performed, and send the Transport to 
Mahon. I have agreed with Mr. Woodhouse, at Marsala, 
for 500 pipes of wine, to be delivered to our Ships at Malta, 
at Is, 5cL per gallon ; and as Mr. Woodhouse runs all risks, 
pays all freights, &c., I don’t think it a bad bargain. The 
wine is so good that any gentleman’s table might receive it, 
and it will be of real use to our seamen. 

I hope from the reports by the Penelope, that Sir Charles 
Stuart is coming to Malta, which will relieve our Ships from 
a very tedious, and has been hard, service. 1 put into this. 
Sir Sidney Smith’s letter to me. I cannot exactly approve of 
his interference as an English Officer with the disputes 
between the Ottoman Government and the Pacha of Acre, 
and without much farther communication with Lord Elgin, 1 
should never consent to our attacking Acre ; but I have 
formed an opinion on this subject, and I dare say it will 
agree with yours. Our friends, Sir William and Lady Hamilton, 
are tolerable ; and I am ever, my dear Lord, your faithful and 
obedient, Bronte Nelson. 

TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, II. M. SHIP FOUDROVANT. 

[Order-Book. The Foudroyant sailed from Puleriuo oii the ‘21th of March, wlieii 
Lord Nelson’s flag was removed to a Transi)ort.] 

Foudroyant, Pidenno, ‘21st March, 18(nh 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed with His 
Majesty’s Ship Foudroyant, under your command, to the Island 
of Malta, taking your route by Maritimo ; from thence, towards 
Cape Bon, and, if the wind will permit, to pass between the 
Island of Pantaleria and Linosa; and, on your arrival at 
Malta, you will put yourself und^^r the orders of Commodore 
Sir Thomas Troubridge, Bart. On Sunday, 6th of April, 
you are to sail from Malta for Palermo, in order to receive 
me r and, for so doing, this shall be your order. 

Bronte Nelson. 
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-MEMORANDUM. 

[Order-Book.] 

By my Patent of Creation, I find that my Family name of 
Nelson has been lengthened by the words, ^ of the Nile*’ 
Therefore, in future my signature will be, 

‘ Bronte Nelson of the Nile,’ 

Given on board the Foudroyant, at Palermo, 
21st March, 1800. 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

To the respective Captains, &c. 


TO HIS HIGHNESS THE DEY OF ALGIERS. 

[Letter- Book.'; 

Pnlermo, MftvoU'Hth, 1800. 

Sir, 

I must again call to your Highness’s recollection the very 
particular case of the Brigantine Nostra Signora della Grazia, 
Semetre Cesare, Master; for although I have no doubt but that 
.all the Vessels furnished with my passports will be given up, 
yet this Vessel sailed from this place expressly at my desire, 
and with a cargo of com for Malta, absolutely under the 
powerful protection of his Britannic Majesty — therefore, the 
Vessel and cargo is absolutely the property of the English 
Government, and of course the seizure is not only censurable, 
but almost an act of hostility. Therefore, Nelson of the Nile, 
who has always endeavoured to prove himself the sincere 
friend of your Highness, hopes that this Vessel, or her value, 
with the Cargo, will be immediately given up. This act will 
mark the justice of your Highness. That health may ever 
attend your Highness is the sincere prayer of your most 
obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 
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TO Ills HIGHNESS THE BEY OF TUNIS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, March 98tli, 1800. 

Sir, 

By the return of Major Magra to Tunis, who is much 
attached to the true interest of your Highness, and in full 
possession of my sentiments respecting the seizure of Vessels 
carrying provisions for those who were fighting the common 
Enemy, the infamous French ; and that they were so employed 
was attested under my hand and seal, I expect daily orders 
from England to regulate my proceedings ; but at this moment 
I must call your Highness’s attention to the case of the Nostra 
Signora della Grazia, a brigantine — the Master’s name, Semetre 
Cesare ; for although I have no doubt but that all the Vessels 
and the poor men will be given up, yet this Vessel sailed from 
this place at my desire, with a cargo of corn, for Malta, which 
is under the powerful protection of my Royal Master ; there- 
fore, this Vessel and cargo is, bond fide^ the property of the 
British Government, who must pay the value to the pro- 
prietors, and the crew of this Vessel can be considered only as 
under Great Britain’s protection ; and, of course, the seizure 
was not only highly censurable, but almost an act of hostility. 
Therefore, Bronte Nelson of the Nile, who has always en- 
deavoured to prove himself the sincere friend of your High- 
ness, hopes that the crew of this Vessel, together with the 
Vessel and cargo, or her value, will be immediately restored to 
his Majesty’s (Consul and Agent, Major Magra. This act 
will mark the justice of your Highness. That health may 
ever attend your Highness is the sincere prayer of yonr 
Highness’s most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Lett<‘rBook.J 

% March 28th, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

1 received your letters of the 12th and 16th, on the 25th — 
the day after the Foudroyant sailed. You liavc had an 
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arduous task, I well know, to keep our Ships in tolerable 
order, and all my wonder is, where you have found the 
means. But all will soon end, for if the Ships get out, 
the Garrison intends not to hold out ; this I am certain of. 
You know, my dear friend, that I highly approve and admire 
your public conduct ; but for you to fret yourself to death, 
because you believe tliat all the world are not so honest as 
yourself, is useless — for you cannot reform it, were you an 
angel ; and makes all people sorry to see you torment your- 
self. It is my present i|;>tention to pay you a visit, before I 
return from this station, which I think must happen. 

I have this moment a courier from Constantinople stating, 
that the French treaty^ for quitting Egypt is ratified by the 
Porte, and that the Ministers of England and Russia have 
acquainted the Porte of the determination of the Allies not to 
suffer the French Army to return to Europe, which the Turks 
have notified by a courier to General Kleber. The Russian 
Squadron is on its way to cruize off Cape Bon for that pur- 
pose, and I again direct you to repeat the orders already 
given, for making the French from Egypt, under whatever 
protection they may be, of passports, or Ships of War, come 
into some of the Ports of the Allies ; for on no consideration 
must they be allowed to return to France, either in mass, or 
in separate Ships. 

I now come to the most painful part of this letter — the loss 
of the Queen Charlotte by fire.'* Lord Keith is safe, and, 

^ The Treaty of El Avisli. Vide p. iiifvrt. 

* The following account of the loss of the Queen Chailottc, Lord Keith’s Flag- 
shipj is taken from Schomherg’s “Naval Chronology," vol. iii. p. slightly 
ahiidgeil from the “Naval Chronicle," vol. iii. p. 5200 : 

^ “On the 17th of March, Vice-Admiral Lonl Keith ordered Caj)tain Todd to pro- 
ceed with the Queen Charlotte of 110 guns, to reconnoitre the Island of Cabrera, 
about thirty miles from Leghorn, in the possession of the French, and w’hich it was 
his Lordship’s intention to attack. On the morning of that day, when the Queen 
Charlotte was about three or four leagues from Leghorn, slic was discovered to be 
on five. Ever}' possible assistance was immediately forwarded from the shore ; hut 
a number of boats, it seems, were deterred from ai^proaching the Slhp, in consequence 
of the firing of tlie guns, which were shotted, and when heated hy the fire, disclioi'ged 
their contents in all directions. 

“ Mr. John Baird, the Carpenter, who was one of those saved, gives the following 
statement of this melancholy and calamitous disaster. 

‘ He reports, that about twenty minutes after six o’clock in the morning, as he 
ttas dressing himself, he heard throughout the ship a general cry of ‘fire!’ on 

P 2 
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I liope^ most of the Officers and crew. She sailed from 
Leghorn at daylight of the 17th, with a strong land wind. 
She was, when five miles distant, discovered to be on fire, 
and at noon she blew up, about twelve miles from the Light-- 
house. This is the whole we know. Vessels were fearful, 
after some time, to approach her — therefore many poor fellows 
must be gone. 

Buonaparte has made another offer of peace, which has 
been rejected, to the great dissatisfaction of many in England. 
I am, &c., ^ 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

which, he immediately ran up the fore-ladder to get upon deck, and found the whole 
half-deck, the front hulk-head of the Admiral’s cabin, the main-mast’s coat and 
boat’s covering on the booms all in flames, which, from every report and inobability, 
he apprehends was occasioned by some hay, which was lying under the half-deck, 
having been set on fire by n match in a tub, which was usually kept there for signal- 
guns. The main-sail at this time was set, and almost instantly caught fire ; the 
people not being able to come to the clue-garnets on account of the flames. He 
immediately went to the forecastle, and found Lieutenant Dundas and the Boat 
Bwain encouraging the people to get water to extinguish tlie fire. He applied to 
Mr. Dundas, seeing no other Officer in the fore part of the Ship, (and being unable 
to see any on the quarter deck, from the flames and smoke between them,) to give 
him assistance to drown the lower decks, and secure the hatches, to prevent the 
fire falling down. Lieutenant Bundas accordingly went down himself, with as many 
people as he conld prevail upon to follow liim ; and the lower-deck ports were 
opened, the scuppers jdugged, the main and fore hatches secured, tlie cocks turned, 
and water drawn in at the ports, and the jmmps kept going hy the people who came 
down, as long as they could stand at them. He thinks, from these exertions, the 
lower deck was kept free from fire, and the magazines ])re8erved for a long time 
from danger : nor did Lieutenant Dundas or he quit this station, but remained with 
all the people who could be prevailed upon to stay, till several of the middle-deck 
guns came through the deck. About nine o’clock. Lieutenant Dundas and he, find- 
ing it impossible to remain any longer below, went out at the foremost lower-deck 
port, and got upon the forecastle, on which lie apprehends (here were then about 
150 of the people drawing water, and throwing it ns far aft as possible upon the 
fire. He continued about an lioiu* on the forecastle ; and finding all efforts to 
extinguish the flames unavailing, he jumped from the jib-boom, and swam to an 
American boat approaching the Ship, hy which he was jiicked up and put into a 
Tartan, then in the cliarge of Lieutenant Stewart, who had come oft’ to the assistance 
of the Sliip. 

“Legliorn, March 18th, 1800.” . “John Baiud. 

“ Captain Todd remained upon deck, with his First Lieutenant, Mr. Boinhridge, 
(o the Inst moment, gi'. ing orders for the saving of the crew, without thinking of 
tlieir own safety. Before he fell a sacrifice to the flames, he had time and courage 
to write dcuvn the particulars of this melancholj^event, for the information of Lord 
Keith, of which he gave copies to different sailors, entreating them, that whoever 
should escape might deliver it to the Admiral. Out of the Sbip’.s company, which 
consisted of upwards of 840 persons, about 107 only were saved,” 
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TO SPllllDION TORESTI, ESQ., CORFU. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. 247.] 

28tli March, 1800. 

All your letters are highly interesting, and continue to 
prove your unabated zeal in the cause of your King and 
Country. Be assured that there is not any man in Europe 
that estimates your services higher than myself. Most pro- 
bably my health will force me to retire in April, for I am 
worn out with fatigue of body and mind. Yesterday we had 
the melancholy account of the loss of the Queen Charlotte, 
by fire, on the 17th, off Leghorn. Lord Keith was on shore, 
but many lives were lost. Buonaparte has again offered 
terms of peace, which have been rejected. The Ships at 
Malta are preparing to get out of the harbour, and whenever 
that event happens, the Garrison will, of course, surrender. I 
wish the Prince Volkonsky was there, with his 3000 troops. 
The Grand Master wrote to me himself, that he had named 
him as Commander of the troops ordered for Malta, and his 
letter was dated January 4th, New Style. I am, &c. 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

P.S. A friend of mine has heard, and read in a French 
book, that your Islands have an infallible remedy for the 
gout, I therefore beg that you will cither send the receipt or 
ingredients. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.J 

I'alermo, Mavcli 30th, 1800. 

My dear Sir William, 

As, from the orders I have given to all the Ships under my 
command, to arrest and bring into Port all Vessels and troops 
returning, by convention with the Porte, to France, and as the 
Russian Ships have similar orders, I must recpiest that your 
Excellency will endeavour to arrange with the Government 
of this Country, how in the first instance they are to be treated 
and received in the Ports of the Two Sicilies ; for it is obvious 
1 can do nothing more than bring them into Port; and, if 
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they are kept on board Ship, the fever will make such ravages 
as to be little short of the plague. 

It is a very serious consideration for this Country, either to 
receive them, or let them pass; when they would invade, 
probably, these Kingdoms. In my present situation in the 
King’s fleet, I have only to obey ; had I been, as before, in 
the command, I should have gone one short and direct road 
to avert this great evil — viz., to have sent a letter to the 
French, and the Grand Vizir, in Egypt, that I would not, on 
any consideration, permit a single Frenchman to leave Egypt ; 
and I would do it at the risk of even creating a coldness, 
for the moment, with the Turks. Of two evils, choose the 
least ; and nothing can be so horrid as permitting that horde 
of thieves to return to Europe. 

If all the wise heads had left them to God Almighty, after 
the bridge was broke, all would have ended well. For I differ 
entirely with my Commander in Chief, in wishing they were 
permitted to return to France ; and, likewise, with Lord 
Elgin on the great importance of removing them from Egypt. 
No ; there they should perish, has ever been the firm deter- 
mination of your Excellency’s most obedient and faithful 
servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF ELGIN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Talermo, Mai-cli ;Usl, IHUO. 

My Lord, 

By the Neapolitan courier, and the courier of the Captain 
Pacha, I am honoured with your Excellency’s letters from 
February 18th to March 1st, all of which, by the very first 
opportunity, I shall forward to the Commander-in-Chief, who 
is at Leghorn ; and he, of course, will answer your Excel- 
lency fully on the subject. But I cannot help most sincerely 
regretting that ever any countenance was given to the Turks 
to enter into such a treaty with the Srench ; for I ever held it 
to be impossible to permit that Army to return to Europe, but 
as prisoners of war, and in that case, not to France# And 



^T. 41-] 


LETTERS. 


215 


was I Commander-in-Chief, even when the thing was done, 
I should have refused to ratify any consent or approbation of 
Sir Sidney Smith, and have wrote to both the Grand Vizir 
and the French General, the impossibility of permitting a 
vanquished Army to be placed by one Ally in a position 
to attack another Ally. In doing this, I should have taken 
all means to have made the Sublime Porte sensible of the 
necessity of the conduct Great Britain was forced to, but I 
never should for a moment have forgot my text — that at all 
risks of giving offence, not one Frenchman should be allowed 
to quit Egypt. 

I have sent all your Lordship’s private letters to Lord 
Keith, who will, I am sure, make a proper use of them. I 
write by this occasion a letter to the Capitan Pacha, in answer 
to his, and I am sending them all to the Commander-in- 
Chief. With every sentiment of respect, believe me, my dear 
Lord, your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY THE CAPITAN PACHA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 31st March, 1800, 

Sir, 

By the arrival of your Excellency’s courier, I have been 
honoured with two letters, both of which I have transmitted 
to Lord Keith, who at present commands the British fleet in 
the Mediterranean ; and I can assure your Excellency that 
there is not the smallest cause of alarm, even should the whole 
combined Fleets of the Enemy venture into the Mediterranean ; 
but, in my opinion, they will not again come inside the Straits. 
Respecting the second part of your letter, the sending Ships 
to Egypt to escort the French army to France, I have left my 
Commander-in-Chief to answer that part of your Excellency’s 
letter. But I cannot help regretting, and with the deepest 
sorrow, that any such Treaty® should have been entered into 

* The Treaty, or rather Convention of El Arish, concluded by Sir Sidney Smith 
and General Kleber, on the 24th of January, 1800, by which it was agreed that the 
J’rench Army should evacuate Egyi)t, with all its stores, tutillery, baggage, &c.» 
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with the French invaders and despoilers of the fairest Pro- 
vinces in the Ottoman Empire, more especially as I own I 
sec not how it is possible to fulfil the Treaty ; for one Ally 
cannot have the power of getting rid of an Enemy’s vanquished 
Army, by sending them with arms in their hands to fight 
against a friend. Could I have been fortunate enough to 
have been either at the Camp of the Grand Vizir, or with 
your Excellency, it would have been easy to convince [you] 
that no Ally could consent to receive 16,000 troops to fight 
against them. I regret in the extreme that the Foreign 
Ministers at the Sublime Porte did not make proper repre- 
sentations of the impossibility of permitting the return of such 
an Army, but as prisoners of war^ [as] must be obvious to 
every capacity. But, situated as I am at this moment in the 
Mediterranean fleet, my station is only to obey the orders of 

together with the Ships of War and Transports in Alexandria, and return to Trance, 
unmolested by the Allied Powers. As soon as J.ord Keith was informed of the 
transaction, he wrote a letter to General Kleber, dated on the Htli of Tebriiory 1800, 
in whicli he informed him, that he had received positive orders from his Majesty to 
consent to no CapitulatioJi with the Trench Army in Egypt, except as prisoners of 
war, abandoning all the ^liips and the stores in the Port and Citadel of Alexandria 
to the Allied Powers; and that in case of such Capitulation, he was not at liberty to 
allow any troops to return to Trance before they were exchanged. “ I think it also 
proper,” Lord Keith said, to inform you that all Hhips having Trench troops on 
board, and sailing from that eouiitry furnished with passports signed by others than 
those that have a right to grant them, Avill be forced by the Oflicers of the Ships 
which T command, to remain at Alexandria. In .sljort, the Vessels which shall be 
met returning to Kiiropf! with passports, granted in eonsequciice of a separate 
Treaty with any of the. Allied Powers, shall be detained as prizes, and all persons 
on board considered as prisoners of war.” On receiving this letter, General 
Kleber published it to the Trench Army, with the following remark — * Soldiers ! 
we know how to reply to such insolence — prepare for battle !’ 

'I he British Government, however, consented to the Convention being carried into 
effect, tbough it highly disapproved of its conditions ; and on the ‘29th of March, 1 800, 
the Admiralty issued an order to r>ord Keith, stating that “ his Majesty had been 
pleased to signily his command that iiistviictions should be transmitted to yourliOrd- 
ship, expressing his Majesty’s disapprobation of the teims entered into by the said 
Capitulation — those terms appearing to his Majesty to he more advantageous to the 
Enemy than their situation entitled them to expect, and being likely to prejudice the 
inten^stsof the Allies, by restoring to the Trench Government the services of a con- 
siderable and disciplined body of troops. That, besides this objection to the terms, 
his Majesty does not consider Captain Sir Sidney Smith as liaving been authorized 
cither to enter into, <*r to sanction any such agreement in liis Majesty’s name— that 
Officci* having' iuid no special authority for that purpose, and the case not being one 
in which the Captain commanding his Majesty’s Ships on the Coast of Egypt 
^»ught to have taken upon himself to enter into an agreement of tJiis nature, without 
the sanction cl his eommanding Officer; but that, as the General commanding the 
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my Commander-in-Chief. I rejoice to*liear that your Excel- 
lency enjoys good health, and I trust the time will come 
when I can assure you in person with what respect and 
attachment I feel myself your faithful friend, 

Bronte Nelson of tue Nile. 


TO JOHN TYSON/ ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Edwin Becdcll, Esq.] 

My dear Tyson, 

The Foudroyant will be here about the 9th, and I think of 
returning to Malta about the 1 1 th, for a few days, till I can get 

Enemy’s troops appears to have treated him ns a person whom he, bond fidc^ con- 
ceived to possess such authority, and os a part of the Treaty was to he immediately 
executed by the Enemy, so that by annulling this transaction, (in as far as liis 
Majesty’s Officer >vas a party tliercto,) the Enemy could not bo replaced in the 
same situation in which he before stood, his Majesty, from a scnipnloiis regard to 
tlic public faith, has judged it projier that his Officers should abstain from any act 
inconsistent with the cngageTnents to which Captain Sir Sidney Smith has errone- 
ously gi>en the sanction of his Majesty’s name. And whereas Lord Grenville has 
at the same time acquainted us, that with this view’ he shall transmit to the Earl ot 
FJgiu his Majesty’s commands to settle with the Porte the form of a passport to bo 
given in the name of his ^Majesty, not ns a parly to the Capitulation, but as an Ally 
of the Porte ; and that it is his Majesty’s farther pleasure the said passports, as well 
as those which may have been in the interval (however informally) granted by Sir 
Sidney Smith, are to be respected by his Majesty’s Officers : but that, although, irom 
tbe considerations above mentioned, his jVFajesty does not tliink proper to obstruct 
the execution of this Treaty by the Porte, in the manner therein stipulated, he does 
not feel himself bound to authorize his Officers to take any active part in it, or to 
furnish any Convoy or Transports for its execution, or to take any other share in 
carrying it into effect ; yet if any application should he made to your TiOrdship for 
liberty to send Cartel Ships from France to Egypt for the transport of the iVrmy 
under the Capitulation, your Lordship is to grout such passports accordingly, under 
such restrictions and precautions as you may judge necessary, according to circum- 
stances, to prevent this liberty being abused to any other purpose In case 

your Lordship should sec any ground to apprehend any intention on the part ol the 
Turks, or of the Russians to prevent the cxceutiou of the Capitulation, or to commit 
any act of hostility against the French Army, either before or after its embarkation, 
wc do further direct your Lordship, in such case, to use your utmost endeavours to 
persuade them to all such measures as may be most consistent with the faithful ob- 
servance of the engagement contracted with the Fiiicmy. Given under onr hands, 
the JiOth day of March, JHOO.— bPESCEit, J. Gambjkk, W. Youso.”— in the 
Nelson Papers. Before, however, this Order arrived, the state of affairs had become 
totally changed in consequent of the renewal of hostilities by General Kleber, and 
the Convention was never executed. 


’ His Secrelarv. 
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Lord Keith’s permisi^on to go home for the benefit of my 
health, which is very indifferent ; therefore you will regulate 
your coming to me accordingly. Till the 20th of April, I may 
be at Malta, after that, for ten days, at Palermo ; but ever, in 
all situations, I am your faithful and affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

Our dear Lady Hamilton, Sir William, Mrs. Cadogan, and 
Miss Knight, all long for your speedy arrival. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, iu the Admiralty.] 

Palermo, April •Itli, 1800. 

I have received no official reports ; but I have letters from 
Commodore Troubridge, Captain Dixon, and Sir Edward Berry,® 
telling me of the capture of the William Tell® on the mom of 

* The following is Sir Edward Berry's Note : — 

In gi’eat haste. ** Foiidroyaiit, 00th March, 1800. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ I had but one wish this morning — it was for you. After a most gallant de- 
fence, Le Guillaume Tell surrendered. She is completely dismasted. The Eoii- 
droyant’s lower masts and main topmast arc standing, but every roll I expect them 
to go over the side, they ai-e so much shattered. I was slightly hurt in the foot, 
and I fear about 40 men are badly wounded, besides the killed, which you shall 
know hereafter. 

“ All hands behaved as you could have wished. How we prayed for you, God 
knows, and your sincere and faithful friend, Ih Bebry. 

“ Love to nil. Pmy send this to my wife, or write Admiralty. 

“ Within hail before 1 fired.” 

® As tlie Genereux, the only otlier Ship of the Jnne wliich escaped at the Nile, 
was taken in January of this year, the whole of the French Fleet, present at that 
Battle, (except two Frigates, one of wliich soon after fell into our hands,) was, by 
the capture of Le Guillaume Tell, either taken or destroyed. Tlie name of Lc 
Guillaume Tell (whose gallant defence against a very superior force reflected 
honour upon her Commander) was changed to “ Malta,” and she Was long one of 
the finest ships in our Navy. Captain Manley Dixon's (afterwards Admiral Sir 
Mauley Dixon, K.C.B.,who died in Februaiy 1837) official report of the Action was 
published in the “ London Gazette” of tlie Srd of June, 1800. He said, that “ the 
t enniiiation of the battle must be attributed to the spiiited fire of the Foiidroyant, 
whose Captain, Sir Edward BeiTy, has justly added another laurel to the many he 
has gained during the war.” The following acci^nt pf the event is from the Fou- 
droyaiit’s Jourhal : — 

“ Sunday, 30tU March.— At 12, saw u number of guns fired on shore, with 
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the 30 th of March, after a gallant defence of three hours. The 
Lion and Foudroyant lost each about forty killed and wounded ; 
the French Ship is dismasted ; the French Admiral Deeres 
wounded; the Foudroyant much shattered. I send Sir Edward 
Berry’s hasty note. 

Thus, owing to my brave friends, is the entire capture and 
destruction of the French Mediterranean Fleet to be attri- 
buted, and my orders from the great Earl of St. Vincent 
fulfilled. Captain Blackwood of the Penelope, and Captain 
Long of the Vincejo, have the greatest merit. My task is 
done, iny health is finished, and, probably, iny retreat for ever 
fixed, unless another French Fleet should be placed for me to 
look after. Ever, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of Lady Berry.] 

Palermo, [\pril] f)th, 1800. 

My dear Berry, 

I am sensible of your kindness in wishing my presence at 
the finish of the Egyptian Fleet, but I have no cause for 
sorrow. The thing could not be better done, and I would 

signals, a.m. at 1‘2, slipped tlic cable, set all sail, saw and lieard the report of 
several guns to tlic eastward, with signals; Made all sail, and stood for it. At 
day-break, having all sail set, saw his Majesty’s Ships, Lion and Penelope, engaging 
a Frencli Linc-of-Battle Ship, with her main and mizen-topmasts gone. At 0, 
came np with her, when Sir Edwai'd Berry hailed her, and desired him to strike, 
but received no answer. An Officer shook his sword at him, and a broadside was 
lired from her, which was immediately returned within half pistol-shot. Her first 
broadside cut our rigging very much, and second earned away our fore-topmast and 
* maiii-topsoil-yjird. Half pOvSt 0, shot away the main and mizen-masts : saw a man 
nail the Frencli ensign to the stump of tJie mizen-mast. At 7, Peneloi)e fired at 
tlic enemy in passing under her stern. Half past 7, spoke the Penelope. 5 minutes 
past 8, sliot away the enemy’s fore-mast. 10 minutes past 8, all her masts being 
gone by the hoard, the enemy stintck his colours, and ceased firing. Sent a boat 
on board her. She jiroved to be the Giiillanmc Tell, of 84 Q^ins, a Ship that came 
out of the harbour of Valetta, having on hoard Rear-Admiral Decr^^s, Captain 
Saumier, Adjutant -General Brouard, and 1^00 men. Perfomed divine service, and 
returned thanks to Almighty God for the victory. At 11, our mizeii-mast fell, and 
wounded five men. Mustered Ship’s company, found eight men killed, and sixty- 
one wounded.”— (7ojDy, in the Nelson Papers. 
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not for all the world rob you of one particle of your well- 
earned laurels. Thank kindly for me all my brave friends in 
the Foudroyant ; and whatever fate awaits me, my attachment 
to them will never cease but with my life. I am very anxious 
to get the official account, and I keep the Perseus to send it 
off to Lord Keith. But your letter with Dixon’s to Trou- 
bridge, and Troubridge’s, I sent by post to the Admiralty in 
two hours after niy reception. I hope the Foudroyant will be 
able to come here to carry us first to Malta, and from thence, 
taking the Queen of Naples to Leghorn, proceed with us at 
least to Gibraltar, if not to England. My task is done, my 
health is lost, and the orders of the great Earl of St. Vincent are 
completely fulfilled — thanks, ten thousand thanks, to my brave 
friends ! Ever, my dear Berry, your sincere and affectionate 
friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LOUD KEITH, K.I3. 

[I.ctter-Book.] 

Palermo, 6tli April, 1800. 

My Lord, 

I had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s letter of 2nd, 
20th, 23rd, 25th, 28th, and 29th of March, by the Speedy, 
who arrived here last night, which I beg leave to answer 
according to their dates. 

The secret orders of the Admiralty have long since been 
lurnished to the Ships of the Squadron under my command. 
By my application to your Lordship for leave to go to 
England, you will perceive that my health is very indifferent. 
The Northumberland has got men from the Culloden, and is 
now off Valetta. I will take care to distribute the notifica- 
tions, accompanying your Lordship’s letter of the 23rd March. 
I enclose your Lordship copies of the Admiralty orders 
respecting Egypt and Malta, which are the only orders respect- 
ing the command in my possession. The Signal-books are 
on board the Foudroyant. As soon as I can get them, they 
shall be sent to your Lordship by the first opportunity. I 
received with the deepest sorrow your Lordship’s list of those 
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who were lost in the Queen Charlotte, and condole with your 
Lordship, and our Country, on that melancholy accident, 
and the loss of so many good and brave Officers and Men. 
The secret order accompanying your Lordship’s letter of 
29th March, I will take care to distribute to the Squadron 
without loss of time. I received Captain Beaver’s' letter of 
27th March, and shall circulate the Memorandum accom- 
panying it I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE HON. LIEUTENANT-GENERAL FOX, 
[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 6th April, 1800. 

Sir, 

Andrea Perandello of this place, who has, on many occa- 
sions, been very useful to such of our Ships as resorted here, 
having acquainted me that his son, Pietro Perandello, is going 
to Mahon for the purpose of purchasing a Vessel, and is 
desirous of obtaining a Minorcan Pass to prevent his being 
seized by the Algerines, I beg leave to recommend him as a 
person deserving the protection of the English Government. 
I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MIN TO. 

[Autograph, in the Minlo Papers.] 

Palermo, April 6th, 1800. 

My dear Ijord and Friend, 

A ten times better title, and to me invaluable — I find Lords 
who are not my friends. Our dear great Earl of St. Vincent’s 
orders to me were to follow the French Mediterranean fleet, 

* Captain Philip Beaver, of the Aurora. This gallant Officer, who was ilistiii- 
guislied alike for his professional and literary attainments, died at the Cape of Good 
Hope, in command of H.M. Ship Nisus, on the 10th of April, 1813. Ilis Life has 
written by Captain WiUiam Henry Smytb, R.N. 
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and to annihilate them : it has been done, thanks to the zeal and 
bravery of my gallant friends ! My task is done, my health lost, 
and I have wrote to Lord Keith for my retreat. May all orders 
be as punctually obeyed, but never again an Officer at the 
close, of what I must, without being thought vain, (for such I 
am represented by my enemies,) call a glorious career, be so 
treated ! I go with our dear friends Sir William and Lady 
Hamilton ; but whether by water or land depends on the will 
of Lord Keith. May God bless you, in which joins Sir William 
and Lady Hamilton with your affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY THE CAPITAN PACHA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, April 0th, 1800, 

Having answered your Excellency’s letters, as far as is in 
my power, I have only to again assure you of my earnest 
desire on all occasions to prove myself deserving of the favour 
of the Sublime Porte, and the friendship of your Excellency. 
The happy capture of the William Tell is the finish to the 
whole French fleet, which my Royal Master desired me to 
destroy. Having, by the bravery of the Officers and Men 
under my command, accomplished my task, I am going to 
England for the benefit of my health ; but I can assure yoti, 
and beg of your Excellency to assure the Grand Signior of the 
same, that should the Enemy again send a Naval force to 
attack his Dominions, I shall hold myself ready to come forth 
again for their destruction. 

Wishing your Excellency the blessing of health, and that 
success may ever crown your services against all the enemies 
of his Imperial Majesty, I remain, with the greatest attach- 
ment, your faithful friend, 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE CAIMAKAN PACHA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 7th AprD, 1800. 

Sir, 

I was honoured, four days past, with your Excellency’s 
letter, dated January the 30th, and feel most sincerely your 
kind expressions towards me, and must be highly flattered at 
the opinion the Sublime Porte has testified of my zeal in the 
execution of my Royal Master’s orders. 

It was my orders, in May 1798, to destroy the French 
Mediterranean fleet. By the happy capture of the Genereux 
and William Tell, (the last on the 30th March,) thanks to 
the Almighty, and the bravery of the Officers and Men under 
my command, all, ally are taken, burnt, or sunk. Of the 
thirteen Sail of the Line, not one remains ; and I trust that 
very soon the same may be told of their Army, who dared to 
land on the Territory of the Sublime Porte. Perish all the 
enemies of his Imperial Majesty the Grand Signior ! Having 
completely obeyed my orders, with great injury to my health, 
I am going to England for the benefit of it ; but should the 
Enemy (which I do not believe) dare to send another Fleet 
to menace the Dominions of his Imperial Majesty, I shall 
hold myself ready, if I am thought fit for such a service, to 
come forth, and be the instrument of God’s vengeance on such 
miscreant infernal scoundrels. 

That the Almighty may prosper all your endeavours for the 
honour and glory of the Sublime Porte, is the constant prayer 
of your Excellency’s most obliged Servant, 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 


TO COMMODOHE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 
[Letter-Book.] 

rth April, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

The two Venetian Ships, with the Egyptian, and another 
Frigate, are sailed from Toulon ; therefore till we know some- 
thing about them, would it be eligible to trust the William 
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Tell to Minorca, with any force we could send with her? 
Therefore would it not be well to get her into Marsa Sirocco, 
for she will be plundered at Syracuse, till we can send a 
proper force to insure her safe arrival ? I am still very unwell, 
but mean to come to take my farewell. I am anxiously wait- 
ing for the official account of the capture of the William Tell. 
God bless you, my dear Troubridge, and believe me ever 
your affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 8th April, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

I send you Sir Edward Berry’s letter,* and am sure your 
Lordship will not be sparing of promotion to the deserving. 
My friends wished me to be present. I have no such wish ; 
for a something might have been given me, which now cannot. 
Not for all the world would I rob any man of a sprig of laurel 
— much less my children of the Foudroyant ! I love her as a 
fond father, a darling child, and glory in her deeds. I am 
vain enough to feel the effects of my school. Lord Keith 
sending me nothing, I have not, of course, a free communica- 
tion. I have wrote to him for permission to return to England, 
when you will see a broken-hearted man. My spirit cannot 
submit patiently.*’ My complaint, which is principally a 

* Describing the capture of the Quillnumc Tell, now in the Nelson Papers. 

® On the 25th of April, 1800, Lord Spencer wrote to Lord Nelson, acknowledging 
the receipt of his letters of the 14th of Deceraher, 1700, and of the 20th of February 
and 10th of March, 1800, none of which have been found. Their contents may, 
however, be understood fnnn Lord Spencer’s answer : — “ To the tirst [of those 
letters] it does not neciir to me that I have anything to say at present, the cir- 
cumstances having very materially changed since the date of it. To the second, J 
think I should feel disposed to say a great deal, if I were not, at the same time, so 
strongly impressed with a conviction that, on mature reflection, yon will sec in a very 
different light the circumstances of your situation from that in which you seemed 
then disposed to represent them, that any observation I might think it necessary to 
make, might perhaps appear very much displaced at the moment wlien it reached 
you. 

“ With respect to Lieutenant Bolton, it will he impossible to give him promotion 
immediately, because if the circumstance of the capture of the Genereux had been 
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swelling of the heart, is at times alarming to my friends, but 
not to, my dear Lord, your obliged and faithful, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile, 

If I may again say it, what would I feel if my brother* was 
a Commissioner of the Navy — ^for ever grateful ! 

TO CAPTAIN SIR EOWARD BERRY, II.M. SHIP FOl'DRO^ ANT. 

[From u Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

My dear Sir Edward, April Stii, isoo. 

I rejoice that you think you will be able to carry us to 
Malta, and, I hope, afterwards, to Gibraltar or England. I 
have wrote to you at Malta, and, therefore, only now acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter from Syracuse, as I believe 
this will not find you there. My mind is fixed for retreat at 
this moment. Assure all the Foudroyants of my sincere regard 
and affection for them. Theif may depend upon me ; and do 
you believe that I am, as ever, your truly sincere and affec- 
tionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

I have sent for Tyson. 

ihouglit one on which an Officer should be promoted — which, however well per- 
formed and useful a service it may have been, (as it certainly was,) from the great 
superiority of the ca])turing Squadron, does not appear to he, by any means, a case 
on which promotion of that kind should he given, it would undoubtedly have been 
the First Lieutenant of your Ship, and not one of the junior ones, who would have 
been selected ; and I am very happy to hem* that liieuteinmt 'riiompson, whom I 
hail recommended to the Commander iii-Chief, has been found worthy to bear so 
distinguished a situation on hoard the Foudrovant. I cannot with propriety quit this 
subject, without observing that after the marked attention which I have ever shown 
to your e/eres and followers, an attention which 1 am most happy to show them, 
both on your account and theirs, I do not think 1 had any reason to expect the 
kind of hint you throw out on the subject of inlvrcst^ in what yon say of this Offic(‘r 

“ To your letter of the iiOth of March, all J sluill say is, to express my extreme 
vegret that your health should he such ns to oblige you to quit your station off 
^laltn, at a time when I should suppose there must he the linest prospect of its 
veduction. I should be very sorry that you did not accomplish that hiisincss in 
person, as the Guillaume Tell is your due, and that ship ought not to strike to any 
other. If the Enemy should come into the Mediterranean, and whenever they do, 
it will be suddenly, 1 should be much concerned to hear that y’ou learnt of their 
a-wival in that Sea, either on Shore or in n Transport at Pnlenno. Believe me, my 
dear Lord, ever sincerely and faithfully yoiir.s, Spenceb.” — Aultujruph, in the 
Nelson Papers. 

* Mr. Maurice Nelson. 
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TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

My Lord, Palermo, 8th April, 1800. 

I have the happiness to send you a copy of Captain 
Dixon’s letter to Commodore Sir Thomas Troubridge, inform- 
ing him of the capture of the William Tell ; the circumstances 
attending this glorious finish to the whole French Mediter- 
ranean Fleet, are such as must ever reflect the highest honour 
to all concerned in it. The attention of the Commodore in 
placing Officers and Men to attend the movements of the 
French Ships, and the exactness with which his orders were 
executed, arc a proof that the same vigour of mind remains, 
although the body, I am truly sorry to say, is almost worn 
away. Then came the alacrity of the Vincejo, Captain Long, 
and other Sloops of War; the gallantry and excellent manage- 
ment of Captain Blackwood of the Penelope frigate, who, by 
candying away the Enemy’s main and mizen topmasts, enabled 
the Lion to get up, when Captain Dixon showed the greatest 
courage and Officcr-like conduct in placing his Ship on the 
Enemy’s bow, as she had only .300 men on board, and the 
Enemy 1220. The conduct of these excellent Officers 
enabled Sir Edward Berry to place the Foudroyant where 
she ought, and is tlic fittest Ship in the world to be, close 
alongside the William Tell — one of the largest and finest two 
decked Ships in the world — where he showed that matchless 
intrepidity and able conduct, as a Seaman and Officer, which I 
have often had the happiness to experience in many trying 
situations. I thank God I was not present, for it would finish 
me could I have taken a sprig of these brave men’s laurels: 
they are, and I glory in them, my darling children, served in 
my school, and all of us caught our professional zeal and fire 
from the great and good Earl of St, Vincent. 

I am confident your Lordship will bestow the promotions 
in the propercst manner, therefore I have done nothing in 
that respect ; and on this occasion I only beg leave to men- 
tion, that Governor Ball would be much flattered by the 
command of the William Tell, an3 Captain Ormsby/ a volun- 

* Captain George Onnsby died at Plynioiitli Dock, early ill 1801 being tbeu 
Commander of tlie Scout sloop. 
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teer in the Penelope, would be happy in fitting her for him 
during his very necessary attendance at Malta ; and in com- 
plying with their request, your Lordship will highly oblige, 
your most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, Otli April, 1800 . 

My dear Sir William, 

I send your Excellency an extract of a letter from Sir 
Thomas Tro abridge, which I request you will have the good- 
ness to communicate to his Excellency Sir John Acton. I 
have also had several, and very serious, applications made to 
me, to know when the dE60,000 sterling is to be paid for the 
captures of Civita Vecchia and Rome. By the British laws, 
the whole of the Public property became the immediate pro- 
perty of the Captors ; and they had a right to it, if they chose 
to exert that right. But situated as his Sicilian Majesty’s 
affairs were in the Roman State, they thought it better to 
submit the matter to me, and to give up everything — the rich 
Museums, the Ships in the Port of Civita Vecchia, &c. &c. — 
to his Sicilian Majesty’s Officers. The abovementioned sum 
was arranged and agreed to, I understood, by General Acton ; 
for although certainly not a quarter of what was right, yet the 
exertions to get that right, would have forced the Romans to 
call in the Austrians, and to expel the Neapolitan troops by 
insurrections of the people. I own I am anxious, and feel my 
credit with the Captains, Officers, and Men committed, that 
' this sum of money should be paid before I quit my present 
situation, which my health forces me to. 

I am confident your Excellency will do everything wliich 
is right and just for the brave Officers and men under my 
command, and who look up for protection to, my dear Sir 
William, your faithful and obliged friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 
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TO THEIR EXCELLENCIES SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, CHEVALIER 
ITALINSKY, AND SIR JOHN ACTON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, April lOtb, 1800. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency, a copy 
of a letter I have received from Governor Ball, with two en- 
closures. In having done this, I have only to observe, that if 
Governor Ball is not allowed what must appear to your 
Excellency as just, that this good and valuable Officer must be 
ruined in his pecuniary affairs, and I shall have been the 
innocent cause of it. But when it is reflected that without 
the abilities, bravery, and conciliating manners of my friend 
Ball, all Malta would long ago have been in full possession 
of the French, I submit with confidence his case ; and have 
the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your Excellency’s 
most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Palermo, 10th April, 1800. 

My dear Sir William, 

Reports are brought to me, that the Spanish Ships of War 
in this Port are preparing to put to sea — a circumstance which 
must be productive of very unpleasant consequences, to both 
England and this Country. It is fully known, with what 
exactness I have adhered to the neutrality of this Port ; for, 
upon our arrival here, from Naples, in December 1798, from 
the conduct of his Catholic Majesty’s Minister, I should have 
been fully justified in seizing these Ships. We know that one 
object of the Spanish fleet, combined with the French, was 
to wrest entirely from the hands of his Sicilian Majesty his 
Kingdoms of the Two Sicilies. The Spaniards are, by bad 
councils, the tools of the French ; agd, of course, the bitter 
enemy of his Sicilian Majesty and Family. The conduct I 
have pursued towards these Ships, circumstanced as they are, 
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has been moderate, and truly considerate towards his Sicilian 
Majesty. 

The time is now come, that, profiting by my forbearance, 
the Spanish Ships are fitting for sea. It is not possible, if 
they persist in their preparations, that I can avoid attacking 
them, even in the Port of Palermo ; for they never can, or 
sliall be suffered to go to sea, and placed in a situation of 
assisting the French, against not only Great Britain, but also 
the Two Sicilies. I have, therefore, to request, that your 
Excellency will convey my sentiments on this very delicate 
subject, to his Sicilian Majesty’s Ministers, that they may take 
measures to prevent such a trul}^ unpleasant event happening, 
which would be as much against my wish as it can be against 
theirs ; and I request that your Excellency will, through the 
proper channel, assure his Sicilian Majesty that his safety 
and honour are as dear to me as that of our Royal Master. 
I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, niy dear 
Sir William, your Excellency’s most affectionate, humble 
servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO LIEUTENANT INGLIS,® ON BOARD THE GUILLAUME TELL, 

AT SYRACUSE. 

[From Clarke aud M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 

ICtli April, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

How fortunate I did not permit you to quit the Penelope, 
to be a junior Lieutenant in the Foudroyant ! You will now 
get your promotion in the pleasantest of all ways, by the gal- 
lant exertions of yourself and those brave friends who sur- 
rounded you on that glorious night. What a triumph for you — 
what a pleasure to me — what happiness to have the Nile Fleet 
all taken under my orders and regulations! Blackwood’s 
coming to me at Malta, and my keeping him there, were 
something more than chance. Ever, my dear Sir, believe me 
your truly sincere friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

* Lieutenant Chafes Inglis : he was made a Commander in October 1800, was 
promoted to Tost Captain in April 180.'3, and died in February 1833. 
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TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AT 

MAHON. 

[Letter-Book. The Petcrcl having amved at Palermo on the lOlli of April, 
Lord Nelson’s Flog was removed to her from the Transport ; but on the arrival of 
the Foudroyant, on the lilst, it was shifled to that Ship.] 

Palermo, 21st April, 1800. 

As I vinderstand that the Spanish Ships arc preparing to 
quit the Port of Palermo, and take their route along the Bar- 
bary coast, as far as Algiers, I think it right to acquaint you 
therewith, that you may cause a strict look-out to be kept for 
them. I am, &c. 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BAHT. 

[Letter Book.] 

My dear Sir, Palermo, April 21 si, IHOO. 

When I was last at Malta, it was my intention to have 
selected all the receipts for stores, received from his Sicilian 
Majesty’s Arsenals and Ships, and, together with the expenses 
for repairing the Culloden,^ to have drawn bills upon the 
British Government for the value; but the capture of the 
French Ship, and my Secretary being obliged to go to Mahon, 
have prevented this affair being arranged. I entreat that your 
Excelleney will not attribute this apparent neglect to any 
fault of mine. I hope to find Mr. Tyson at Malta, and all 
shall be prepared against my return. 

In Commodore Troubridge’s letter to me, sent to your 
Excellency by Sir William Hamilton, you will sec the Com- 
modore has laid out, when at Naples and at Civita Vecchia, 
for information, rewards, &c., the sum of £500 sterling. 
Should, my dear Sir, there be the least difficulty in repaying 
the Commodore this money, I will direct its being done, but it 
is a just thing that Troubridge should be repaid. Respecting 
the affairs of Civitk Vecchia, and the Roman State, I rely on 
the known justice of your Excellency, and the liberality of his 
Sicilian Majesty. I mention this circumstance at this moment, 
as I understand that Sir William Hamilton, with whom we 


^ TJUc Cullodcn was repaired at Castcl-a-Mare, after the Battle of the Nile. 
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have so long, and so honourably and beneficially, for the 
benefit of both Monarchs, acted, has sent to desire his audi- 
ence of leave, and it gives a finish to all my public affairs. 
Believe me, with every sentiment of respect, your Excellency’s 
most obliged and faithful 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

If Sir William Hamilton has finished his affairs, it is my 
intention to sail to-morrow night, or Wednesday morning, for 
Malta, and to return here the first week in May. 


TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

[Order-Book. On the yith of April, Lord Nelson proceeded in the Foiidroyaut 
from Palermo to Syracuse, iit which place he arrived oil the 30th of that month.] 

Foiidroyaut, at Syracuse, 1st May, 1800. 

Whereas, I have every reason to be satisfied with the con- 
duct of Mr. JohnB. Reymondi, His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at 
Syracuse, during the time I commanded Ilis Majesty’s Ships, 
&c., in these seas, I do hereby give permission to the said 
Mr. John B. Reymondi to wear an Epaulette® on his left 
shoulder with the Consular uniform. 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO THOMAS LEMPRIERE, ESQ., COMMISSARY FOR PRISONERS OF 
WAR, MAHON. 


[Letter-Book. On the tlrd of May, Lord Nelson saih'd from Syracuse, and 
anchored the next day in St. Paul’s Bay, Malta, ivlience the Foudroyant went, on the 
11th, to Marsa Sirocco Bay, in that Island: he was accompanied in the Foiidroyaut 
by Sir William and Lady Hamilton.] 


Sir, 


Foiidroyaut, Malta, oth May, 1800. 


As the French Admiral and Officers taken in Le Guillaume 
Tell, and sent down to Mahon, will without doubt have iii- 


* To wear an Epaulette appears to have been a great object of Sicilian ambition. 
Speaking of Lord Nelson’s visit to Termini, in December 1701), Miss Knight says, 
“ Br. Sigismondo Gallegra, who is one of the principal families of this place, and 
acts as Vice-Consul for the English, came, with one of his sisters, out to meet 
Lord N., &c., and conducted us to his house, when petards w'cro fired, &c., where 
be was decorated with lui Epaulette, which it seems was all his ambition.” 
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telligeiicc of the greatest importance to communicate to the 
French Government, respecting the distressed state of La 
Valet ta, and which it is necessary, as far as it can be pre- 
vented, from being made known in France, it is my desire 
that you do not permit any of the said Officers to be ex- 
changed, or sent to France, on any account, until you receive 
orders for their exchange from the Commander-in-Chief. I 
am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVJSON, ESQ, 

[Letter-Book. Tliia letter is poi-ticulurly referred to in vol. iii. p. OIU.] 

My dear Sir, Malta, Oth May, 1800 . 

Mr. Fox having, in the House of Commons, in February, 
made an accusation against somebodj^ for what he calls a breach 
of a treaty with Rebels, which had been entered into with a 
British Officer ; and having used language unbecoming either 
the wisdom of a Senator, or the politeness of a Gentleman, 
or an Englishman, who ought ever to suppose that His 
Majesty’s Officers would always act with honour and open- 
ness in all their transactions ; and as the whole affairs of the 
Kingdom of Naples were, at the time alluded to, absolutely 
placed ill my hands, it is I who am called upon to explain my 
conduct and therefore send you my Observations, on the 
infamous Armistice entered into by the Cardinal ; and on his 
refusal to send in a joint declaration to the French and Rebels, 
I sent in my Note, and on which the Rebels came out of the 
Castles, as they onyhty and as I hope all those who are false 
to their King and Country will, to be hanged^ or otherwise 
disposed of, as their Sovereign thought proper. The terms 
granted by Captain Foote of the Seahorse, at Castel-del-marc, 
were all strictly complied with, the Rebels having surrendered 
before my amval. There has been nothing promised by a 
British Officer, that His Sicilian Majesty has not complied 
with, even in disobedience to his orders to the Cardinal. I 
am, &c., Bront^j Nelson of the Nile. 

Show these papers to Mr. Rose, or some other; and, if 
thought right, you will put them in the papers. 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, i:SQ. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Malla, Dth May, IHOO. 

My dear Davison, 

When I laid claim to my right of Prize-money, as Com- 
manding Admiral of the Mediterranean Fleet, I had not 
an idea of Lord St, Vincent attempting to lay in any claim, 
for I have ever considered him as far from attempting, not- 
withstanding any law opinion, to take away my undoubted 
property. I am confident it will be given up, the moment 
you show his Lordship my manner of thinking respecting the 
Nile prize-money. No lawyer in Europe can, I am confident, 
make either the Earl or myself do a dishonourable act, which 
this claim, if persisted in, would be; let my Earl lay his 
hand on his heart, and say, whether his Nelson, subject to 
all the responsibility of this command, is not entitled to the 
pittance of Prize-monej^ — be it £5, or £50,000, it makes no 
difference. No Admiral ever yet received Prize-money, 
going for the benefit of his health from a Foreign station, 
and Lord St. Vincent was certainly not eligible to have 
given me any order till his return to this station ; and 
so think the Board of Admiralty, by their directions to me 
of August 20th, and many subsequent ones, which would 
have passed through Lord St. Vincent, had they considered 
him eligible to give orders; but whether they did or not 
I could not have obeyed. I trust I shall hear no more of this 
business, which I blush to think should have been brought 
forward. I shall very soon see you in England, and ever 
believe me, my dear Davison, your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON* ESQ. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Should any person dispute my right to share Prize-money 
as Coramandcr-in-Chief from the 17th August, when all my 
Senior Admirals had either struck their Flags, or were under 
the orders of other Admirals, their superiors, to the 30th of 
November following, in the year 1799, when Lord Keith 
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returned to the Mediterranean station, I empower you, 
jointly with my Agents, Messrs. Marsh, Page, and Creed, or 
separately, as you please, to support my just and undoubted 
claim by due course of law ; but as any claim for such Prize- 
money is contrary to custom, I am confident no claim will be 
prosecuted by Lord St. Vincent. 

Given on board the Foudroyant, at Malta, May 9th, 
1800. 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 


ANSWER TO MR. TUCKER’S STATEMENT, TRANSMITTED TO 
ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., RESPECTING THE EARL OF ST. 
VINCENT'S SHARING PRIZE-MONEY, AS COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF ON THE MEDITERRANEAN STATION, WHILE HE WAS 
IN ENGLAND. 

[Letter Book, i 

1st. — Mr. Tucker® says, the Earl St. Vincent had neither 
resigned or returned from the command of the Mediterranean 
station, but had come to England on leave from the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, for the benefit of his health 
only : 

Answer. — Lord Nelson received a letter from Mr. Nepean, 
dated the 20th August 1799, stating, that as the Earl of St. 
Vincent had returned to England, and Lord Keith, with the 
other Flag-Officers, having quitted the Mediterranean station, 
in pursuit of the Enemy, Lord Nelson had become the Senior 
Officer of his Majesty’s Ships there, and that he had all the 
important duties of the station to attend [to] ; and proceeds 
to direct his Lordship’s attention to the different points of the 
war, and of the operations to be carried on by the Squadron 
under his command. Lord Nelson considers this order alone 
to be sufficient to entitle him to share for all captures, as the 
Commander-in-Chief for the time being, as he had all the 
responsibility; and in no instance before, have Admirals 


* Benjamin Tucker, Esq., for many years jjrivate Secretary to Lord St. Vincent, 
afterward.s Second Secretary to the Admiralty and Comptroller of the Treasurer’s 
.Accounts of the Navy, and father of Mr. Jedcdiali Tucker, mentioned in the Preface 
to the Second Volume. 
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claimed to share when they left the station where they com- 
manded, on account of ill health, or otherwise; and, as an 
instance. Lord Hood’s going home for his health, as well as 
Lord Nelson, who were both retained in pay, but were not 
allowed to share any Prize-money ; and in the case of Lord 
Hood and Admiral Hothain, there was no claim whatever 
made by Lord Hood, because neither him nor any Sea-Officer 
thought he could have a shadow of claim for such. 

2nd. — Mr. Tucker says, that after the arrival of the Earl of 
St. Vincent in England, he was borne and considered by the 
Admiralty, in every point of view, as the Commander-in- 
CHfef, and corresponded with them as such until the 26th 
November, when lie resigned the command : 

Answer. — If the Earl of St. Vincent was considered as Coin- 
mander-in-Chief, as Mi\ Tucker states him to be, why were 
not all the Admiralty orders sent to Lord Nelson addressed 
to the Earl of St. Vincent, as is usual, and by him transmitted 
to Lord Nelson ? On the contrary, all orders from the 
Admiralty were addressed to Lord Nelson, as the Com- 
manding-Officer in the Mediterranean ; and in no instance 
whatsoever did Lord Nelson receive any orders from the Earl 
of St. Vincent from the time he left the Mediterranean ; 
and it is presumed that the Earl of St. Vincent did not interfere 
in the command, or give any orders or directions for the 
carrying on any service on the station. 

Answer to 3rd.' — With respect to the iVlcinenc being cruiz- 
ing under the orders of the Earl of St. Vincent, and had not 
received any directions from any other Officer, this proves 
nothing, as though the orders from Lord Nelson did not 
reach the Alcmene before the capture of those prizes, yet 
orders were transmitted from Lord Nelson to Rear-Admiral 
> Duckworth, to be forwarded as well to the Alcmene as the 
other ships on the Station, to put themselves under his Lord- 
ship’s command ; and if Lord Nelson had thought it proper, 
he was fully authorized to give ordci*s to the Alcmene to 
cruize on any part of the station he might point out. Lord 
Nelson had it in his power to give directions to any of 
His Majesty’s Ships on the station, in contradiction to any 


The Third Statemeut does not occur in the Letter-Book. 
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orders given by the Earl of St. Vincent: on the contrary, 
the Earl of St. Vincent had it not in his power to give any 
orders in contradiction of those given by Lord Nelson, until 
his return within the limits of the Mediterranean Station. 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO vice-admiral lord KEliTI, K.R. 

[Letter Book.] 

Foudroyaut, Malta, lOtli May, 18^. 

My Lord, 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 3rd April, 
conveying intelligence from Mahon of the intended sailing 
of the Spanish ships, with quicksilver, from Palermo for Spain.' 
Your Lordship’s information is perfectly correct; for the 
Spanish Admiral is arrived, and I have given directions, 
in case of their preparing to leave that Port, to send Express- 
boats in all directions, to give the necessary information for 
their being pursued, and have also written to Mahon on the 
subject. I have the honour to be, &c,, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foiiclroynut, Malta, May I2th, 1800. 

Sir, 

I have the pleasure to send you, and to request you will 
present it to their Lordships, the Flag of the last of the 
French Squadron who fought at the Battle of the Nile, on the 
entire destruction of which I most cordially congratulate their 
Lordships. This Flag has been presented to me in the most 
flattering manner by the gallant Captors of the William Tell. 
I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 

« 

* These Ships succeeded iu escaping from Palermo. 
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TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foudroyant, Malta, 12th May, 1800. 

My Lord, 

Lieutenant Harrington of his Majesty’s Ship Alexander, 
who commanded that Ship in the absence of Captain Ball, 
for some time past hath been in a bad state of health, and is 
now so ill that he hath been obliged to go to sick quarters ; 
and Captain Ball not thinking the next senior Lieutenant 
capable of such a charge, I have, in consequence, appointed 
Captain George Ormsby, a Commander, serving as volunteer 
on board the Penelope, to command the Alexander for the 
present, as Captain Ball cannot, at this crisis, be absent from 
his duty on shore, which I hope your Lordship will approve. 

I purpose going in the Foudroyant, in a few days, to Palermo, 
as I am under an old promise to her Sicilian Majesty, that 
whenever she returned to the Continent, I would escort her 
over. Her Majesty has now made application to me for that 
purpose ; and, as it may be necessary to take another Ship 
for the escort, I purpose taking the Alexander with me. The 
Lion is perfectly refitted, and in as good a state as before the 
action, in every respect; and Lord William Stuart* hath joined 
her, a few days since, in the Champion, who brought up two 
Transports with powder, shot, mortars, &c., from Gibraltar ; 
and in which Ship Captain Dixon goes to the Gencreux at 
Mahon, having directed Captain Hamond’ to convoy to that 
Island the three Transports having on board the crew of T.«e 
Guillaume Tell, the French Admiral and Officers being on 
board the Champion. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


* Younger son of John, first Mai*quis of Bute ; he died, a Post Captain, in 
July 18 U. 

* Now Vice-Admiral Sir Graham Eden Hamond, Bart., K.C.B., then Captain of 
ihe Champion. 
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TO THOMAS LEMPRIERE, ESQ, AGENT FOR PRISONERS OF WAR, 

MAHON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Fondroyant, Malta, IStli May, 1800. 

Sir, 

In addition to my former directions to you of the 5th instant, 
respecting the French Admiral and Officers taken in Lc 
Guillaume Tell, being kept at Minorca, and not exchanged 
until you receive orders from the Cominander-in-Chief to 
that effect, I do further require and direct that not one of 
the Officers taken on board the French Ship Bellona, by the 
Success, and sent with the others, be exchanged or suffered to 
depart from Mahon, as they have pledged themselves to return 
to the relief of Malta, and perfectly know all our stations and 
posts. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO EVAX XKPEAX, ESQ., ADMIKATTY. 

[Letter-Book.] * 

Fondroyant, Malta, lOrli ^Fay, 1800. 

Sir, 

I herewith enclose you a list of the Captains and Officers 
of the Navy, as well as the Officers of the Marine Forces, who 
were landed from the Squadron under my command at Naples, 
and as the Officers of the Marine Corps have been ordered by 
the liords of the Treasury to have bat and forage money paid 
them, I think it but justice that the Officers of the Navy 
should be paid also, according to their respective ranks. 

I have, therefore, to request that you will be pleased to 
solicit their Lordships for an application to the Treasury, on 
behalf of the Sea-Officers landed at Naples from the Squadron 
under my command, that they may be allo’wed bat and forage 
money according to their several ranks, as they were at as 
much expense as the Officers of the Marines were, and the 
Marines were commanded by tRe Sea-Officers. I have the 
honour to be, &c. 


Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 
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TO COMMODORE SIR THOMAS TROUBRIDGE, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foiulroyant, May, 1800. 

My dear Troubridge, 

I herewith enclose you Lord Keith’s letters of the 29th, 
respecting the promotion of Captain Broughton* and Lieu- 
tenant Thompson;® of 6th May, respecting my taking Culloden 
to England ; of the 9th of Ma}^ respecting the Pursers of the 
Princess Charlotte and Peterel, and of the 10th May, re- 
specting the Northumberland and a Frigate being sent to 
Alexandria when Valetta falls ; as also Lord Keith’s Me- 
moranda respecting the seizure of all French Ships coming 
from Egypt, with my remarks and memoranda thereon, which 
you will please to order to be carried into execution. At 
the same time, as the Transports are all gone to Sicily, I do 
not see the necessity of any Ship of War remaining in Marsa 
Sirocco Bay, but this you will judge of, and leave such di- 
rections as you think necessary. At the same time you will 
give the most positive directions, that the Northumberland, the 
only real effective Ship now before Valetta, do not on any 
account go into the Bay of Marsa Sirocco ; but keep her, 
and all the force you have, off Valetta, except the look-out 
Ships. But if you think it is necessary for a Ship to remain 
there, let the Culloden keep that station, until she may 
be ordered to England, or receive other directions from the 
C ommander-in-C liicf. 

On 3 ^our passage to Leghorn in the Princess Charlotte, 
I should be glad if you would call at Palermo, in your 
route, if you do not find it inconvenient. I am, my dear 
Troubridge, your very faithful and obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


* Vide p. -20^), ante. 


Vide pp. 18!), ante. 
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TO GENERAL DUGUA.® 


[Letter-Book. The Foiidroyant got under weigh on the 20th of May, and con- 
tinued off Malta until the 1st of June, when she returned to Palermo.] 


Foudroyant, at Sea, 22ud May, 1800. 

Sir, 

As you would certainly have been at this moment on j^our 
way to France, could I have prepared a Cartel for your recep- 
tion, 1 do not think it fair to make you a sufferer by this 
accident; and, therefore, have directed the Commodore to 
send the Cartel, notwithstanding the new orders received in 
consequence of General Klebcr’s renewal of hostilities. Wish- 
ing you. Sir, a speedy passage, I remain your most obedient 
servant, 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 


TO CAPTAIN ORMSBY, ACTING CAPTAIN OF HIS MAJESTY’S 
SHIP ALEXANDER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foudroyant, at Sea, 22nd Mav, 1800. 

Sir, 

1 herewith enclose you a letter from the Commandcr-in- 
Chief, conveying his Majesty’s most gracious pardon for John 
Jolly,' Private Marine, late belonging to the Ship you com- 
mand, and desire that you will make the same knowir to him 
accordingly, and give him such admonitions for his future 
conduct as you shall judge necessary and proper on the occa- 
sion, and return the order from the Lords of the Admiralty 
to me the first opportunity, and enter the said John Jolly 
on the books of the Alexander, agreeable to the date of his 
discharge from the Foudroyant. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


* In the expedition into Syria, General Bngua commanded the province of Cairo, 
He afterwards (it i.s believed) sened on the .staff in St. Domingo, under General 
Leclerc; and in October, 1802, shocked at the cruelties perpetrated by bis connin'- 
men, he quitted the Frencli army, and avssi.sted the Blacks, but being discovered, be 
was sentenced to death, and became his own execthioner, 

’ Vide vol. )ii. pp. 401, 402. 
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TO HIS SACRED MAJESTY THE KING OF THE TIVO SICILIES. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Palenno, 2iul June, 1800. 

Sire, 

Your Majesty’s most gracious approbation of my conduct, 
so marked to the world by the most distinguislied Honour* you 
have confi^^red upon me, fills me with sensations which no 
words I^an find will in any manner express. I must, there- 
fore, confine myself to simply assuring your Majesty, that 
there is not that man living who is more attached to your 
sacred person, the Queen, and your Majesty’s whole Royal 
Family, than your faithful and devoted servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile 


TO hiS excellency sir JOHN ACTON, BART, 
f Letter- Book.] 

Palermo, June, 1800. 

Sir, 

I was this morning honoured with your Excellency’s letter 
transmitting a letter from his Sicilian Majesty, also the 
Statutes of the Order of St. Ferdinand, and, also, such 
expressions of kindness that has made the most sensible im- 
pression on my mind, and filled my heart with affection, 
pleasure, and gratitude. I beg that your Excellency will lay 
nie at the King’s feet, assure him of my gratitude, and that, 
compatible with the duty I owe my legitimate Sovereign, I 
will lay down my life for his Majesty, and the Queen, and the 
whole Royal Family ; and allow me to subscribe myself your 
Excellency’s obedient and obliged servant, 

, Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


‘ Kiug I'ordinaml wishrtl to oonlVr an Ortlor ni>on Jionl Nelson, and liis Cap 
iHius, Trouliridgp, Ball, Mood, Louis, and Hnllowell, Imt ns it was tlion (‘oiisulered 
tliat Protestants could not lie admitted into the Order of St. .laiuuirius, liis Alnjesly 
instituted the Order of St. Ferdinand and Merit, on the l.st of April, 1800. ft 
rousisied originally of two ('lasses only, Knight.s Grand Cross, and Knights Coni- 
mauders ; but a third and inferior Class was added in 1810. 'I'he first three Knights 
Grand Cross were, Lord Nelson, Field-Marshal Sinvarrov, and the Einper r 
Paul. 

VOL. IV. 
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TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

My dear Lord, Palenno, and June, 1800. 

The day after I left Malta, I met the Princess Charlotte ; 
but as all the arrangements were made for my coming to 
Palermo, in order to carry the Queen to Leghorn, I sent her 
to Troubridge, with directions for the execution of your 
orders, and then to carry him to Leghorn. The state of the 
Foudroyant is such, tJiat I have hitherto avoided saying anj^- 
thing of it, wishing you to see the almost impossibility of 
fitting her in this Country ; and I therefore hope she will be 
the Ship, when a little refitted, to carry all my party to 
England.® We sail on the 5th, and hope for a quick passage. 
Ever, my dear Lord, your obliged servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

® Outlie Otli of May, the Admiralty sent order.s to Lord Keith, that if Lord Nel- 
son’s henltli rendered him iueapable of doing liis duty, and that he should be de 
sirous of returning to England, he was to be permitted to do so, and to take his 
passage in the first Ship Lord Keitli might have occasion to send home, unless lie 
should prefer returning by land, in which case he avus to he at liberty to strike his 
Flag in the Mediterranean, and come on shore. On the same day, Lord Spencer 
wrote to Nelson the following private letter: — 

“ Private. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ I liave only time to write you a line by the iMcsseiiger, who is just going, 
which I am desirous of doing, in order that the eventual penni.ssion, wliich we now 
send out for you to come home, in case your health should make it*necessar\% may 
not be misunderstood. It is by no means my wish or intention to call you awuy 
from service, hut having observed that you have been under the necessity of quit 
ting your station olF Malta, on account of the state of your healllt, whicli 1 am per 
siioded you could not have thought of doing without such necessity, it ai>peared !<> 
me much more advisable for yon to come home at once, tlian to he obliged to remain 
inactive at Palermo, while active service was going on in otlier ])arts of the fitatlon. 

1 should still much prefer your remaining to complete the reduction of Malta, 
which T flatter myself cannot be very far distant, and 1 still look with anxious »’v 
pectation to the Guillaume Tell striking to your Flag. But if, unfortunately, the ,*' 
agreeable events are to be prevented by your having too much exhausted 3 'oiirseir in 
the service to he equal to follow them up, I am quite clear, atid 1 believe 1 am joitieil 
in opiuiou by all your friends here, that you will he more likely to recover yom 
health and strength in England than in an inactive situation at a Foreign Court, 
however jdeasiug the respect and gratitude shown to you for your services nniy 
be, atid no testimonies of respect and gratitude from that Court to you can be, 1 
urn coDvJnoerl, too gi’eat for the very essential services yon have rendered it. 

“ 1 trust that you will take in good part whift' I have taken the liberty to Avrile 
to you as a friend, and believe me, Avheii J assure you that you have none wbo 
more sincerely and faithfully so than your obedient humble servant, SPEXCiiJt. 
4utop'aphf in tlic Nelson Papers, 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BART. 

(] Letter-Book.] 

Sir, I’aleriiio, ;2nil June, ]y00. 

My object at Bronte is to make the people happy, by not 
suffering them to be oppressed, [and] to enrich the country 
by the improvement of agriculture. For these reasons I 
selected Mr. Graffer, as a proper person for Governor, as his 
character for honesty is unimpeachable, and his abilities as 
an agriculturist undeniable; and yet it would appear that 
there are persons who wish, for certain reasons, to lessen the 
King’s most magnificent gift to me, and also to make the 
inhabitants of that country more miserable than they were 
before the estate came into my possession. Several people 
who have liired farms, on the contract of not letting them to 
what we, in England, call ^ middle-men,’ have already done so ; 
and I am told that I either have been, or am to be, in- 
duced to consent that a superior, or rather that all Bronte 
causes shall be tried at Palermo. Now as this is a measure 
so repugnant to justice, and which must heap ruin on those 
it is my wish to render happy, I entreat, that except such 
causes as the present laws of Sicily oblige to resort to some 
superior Court, that it may never be imagined that I will 
consent to do an unjust act. 

It is jX)S^iblc, from my not reading Italian, that I may sign 
a very improper paper, (which God forbid !) if men in whom I 
place confidence lay it before me for my signature. In his 
Majesty’s most gracious gift of Bronte has been omitted the 
word ‘ Fragila,’ a farm belonging to me. The reasons of this 
omission are, I fear, too clear; and, at a future day, 1 may 
lose it, and his Majesty not retain it. These are, in brief^ tlie 
letters of Mr. Graffer. I have, therefore, by his desire, to 
*request his Majesty to grant me the following favours : — First, 
that the farm of ‘ Fragila’ may be inserted in the Patent ; 
secondly, that a Billet-Royal, may be granted to annul the 
present Contract of the Feuds of St. Andrea and Porticello. 
I send your Excellency copies and extracts of Mr. Graffer’s 
letters, which prove him an honest and upright man. In 
arranging these matters for me, it will be an additional obliga- 
tion conferred upon your Excellency’s most obedient and 
obliged, Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

R 2 
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TO HIS SACRED MAJESTY THE KING OF THE TWO SICILIF.S. 

[Letter-Book.] 

PiilPTOio, ami June, 1800. 

Sire, 

The Almighty, who granted to my legitimate Sovereign’s 
arms the Battle of the Nile, impressed your Majesty with a 
favourable opinion of me, \vhich has led your Royal heart to 
grant me the most distinguished honours, and a fortune which 
I never had an idea of expecting, I presume, therefore, to 
request that your Majesty will permit me to lay on your 
table a gold Medal,* highly flattering to your Majesty’s de- 
voted and faithful, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile, 


TO GOVEHXOR BALL, IMALTA, 

[AutogTapli, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bart.] 

Palermo, June j2uil, 1800. 

My dear Ball, 

We had a terrible long passage, and only amved the 31st 
at night. We are to sail on Tluirsday the oth. It has afforded 
me real pleasure to find that his Sicilian Majesty has given 
you one of the Commanderies of the Order of St. Ferdinand, 
and a present with it of 1000 ounces.” You merit everything, 
and this Court is not ungrateful : this is for your services at 
Naples; and Malta is quite another thing. You may rely 
you will not be forgotten. 1 wish circumstances had been so 
ordered that we could liavc remained ; but it was impossible. 
Six thousand fresh troops are arrived at Minorca; and as Sir 
Charles Stuart'^ is momentarily expected at I^eghorn, some 
orders must soon be given for your having troops at Malta. 
Lord St. Vincent sailed in the Namur, April 20th, to join the 
Fleet, and w^as then to take the command. Savona was taken 
the 15th; but the Austrians, who are now obliged to go to 
Piedmont to meet Berthier, seem to me to divide their forces 

* Query, if one of ilie Medals struck by Mr. Savison. Vide vol. iii. p. O'U. 

• Vide p. ‘v*50, infra. ® Vide vol. i.. p 401.[ 
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too mucK. Make my best respects to General Graham and 
all our Sea friends ; and I have only to say, God bless you, 
and believe me ever your affectionate and obliged friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITIL KJL 
[Lelter-Book.] 

Palermo, Ord June, 1800 . 

My dear Lord, 

I wish you could have promoted Mr. Ronicet, as he has 
now served our Country seven years, next August, Surgeon’s 
Mate with me, in the Agamemnon, Captain, and Theseus, 
lias been Acting- Surgeon of the Thalia, and Lord St. Vincent 
would have given him a Ship of the Line, for abetter Surgeon, 
or one who has served more faithfully, docs not exist ; and Lord 
Hood promised those particular young men who served in our 
hospital at Toulon promotion, if they entered into our service. 

I have besides, whenever I part for England, to recommend 
several persons to your notice — in particular, my Clerk and 
Surgeon’s Mate. The Clerk, Mr. McDonough, came to me 
from Martin — also, a good Carpenter’s Mate and some Mids ; 
but, as- 1 hope to have the pleasure of seeing you at Leghorn, 

1 shall then be able to tell you all my wishes, which I hope 
you will be able to comply with. Ever, my dear Lord, believe 
me your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

TO VICE-ADMIR VL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Palermo, r*)th June, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

The bad news from Vienna stopped the Queen’s departure ; 
but it is now fixed for the 8tb. The Princess Charlotte 
arrived yesterday, and no Troubridge. I send you his letters. 
Had I been near him, I should have directed his taking the 
Guillaume Tell down with him ; but, poor fellow, he is very 
illj and, I believe, fully u|iequal to the laborious office of 
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Captain of the Channel Fleet 1 The Ships will be overflowing 
with the Queen’s retinue. The Alexander shall not be ten 
hours at Leghorn, and the Foudroyant shall be sent for your 
inspection. Ever, my dear Lord, believe me your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

I congratulate you on Duckworth’s success. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF ELGIN, CONSTANTINOPLE. 

[Letter Book.] 

Palermo, Otli June, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

Your letter by the Turkish Messenger of April 21st, I have 
just received and read, and I will forward the letter and box 
to Lord Keith. My health is such, that repose probably is 
necessary, especially as by the appointment of that excellent 
Officer and good man. Lord Keith, my presence cannot be 
necessary. Had I retained the command, not even death 
should have prevented my trying to give the (Japitan Pacha 
a meeting, and assisting most cordially in the good work of 
extirpating those infamous robbers from off the face of the 
earth. I assure you, my dear Lord, I rejoice in whatever 
may give you comfort, and I hope both Lady Elgin and your 
daughter* will do well. With every sentiment of respect, 
believe me your obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

The Queen, three Princesses, and Prince Leopold proceed 
to Leghorn on the 8tli, in the Foudroyant, as do Sir William 
and Lady Hamilton. Prince Castclcicala goes to England, on 
a special mission. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LOUD KEITH, K.U. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Palermo, Otli June, 

My dear Lord, 

As General Acton does not go to England^ but the Prince 
Castelcicala, as Ambassador, I have directed the Dorotea, 

% 

* Lad> Elgin gave birth to her eldeat son at Pera, on the 5th of April, 1800, who 
died unmairied in April, 1840. Her eldest dawjhtcr was hom in August, 1801. 
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when sh^ has landed Mr. Wyndham at Naples, to proceed to 
Leghorn, and there receive on board the Prince and his 
family, (for they go to Leghorn with the Queen;) and to 
proceed with them to England, as in your orders respecting 
General Acton. 

The dispatches from Constantinople I am sure you have, by 
way of Corfu ; but I shall leave it to the Messenger, in a very 
bad Vessel, to come to you or not. At all events, I shall take 
care of the very handsome Box sent you, in the Foudroyant. 
We have thirty gentlemen and ladies, besides Sir WilUam’s 
family : Alexander has twenty-four. We cannot stir. Ever, 
my dear Lord, yours faithfully, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

[About Gtli June, 1800.] 

My dear Lord, 

By the Teresa, I was favoured with your letters of April 
17th, 19th, and 20th. Every order and wish of yours, as far 
as our circumstances would admit, have been complied with ; 
and I feel sensibly your kind intentions of accommodating us 
to England. The state of the Foudroyant renders it, I believe 
you will think it right, for her to go to England, when she has 
had some refit; for in her present state she should not be 
trusted at sea, except for a passage of a few leagues. Where 
she put into Port, if it blew fresh, I should have cut down her 
Main and Fore-masts ; but we have neither spars or cordage 
for to fit her. The situation of Malta at present is critical — 
that is, if no Vessels get in, it must very soon fall ; and for 
the blockade, we have as few Ships as is possible ; and when I 
feel obliged to take the Alexander for an assistant in carrying 
the Queen of Naples to Leghorn, I hope you will approve of 
iny ordering the return of the Champion. The Minorca is 
gone with a convoy of Cotton-ships off Barcelona, for the 
Maltese cannot exist without this trade to Spain. I know, 
for I have felt, what few Ships we have for such an extent of 
service, from Cape Fini^terre to Constantinople. If troops 
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come to Malta, I am sure a week will finish it ; for mortar- 
batteries are erected within, I am told, pistol-shot of the w^alls 
of the ; but General Graham does not think 

it right to open them without more force to protect them 
against a sortie, which, he says, would assuredly happen ; 
for they could not exist in La Valetta. The fall of this place 
Avould leave you at case, and enable you to get your force, 
now so necessarily scattered, more collected. 

From circumstances, I have not been able to man the 
William Tell to Minorca, nor, till 300 or 250 men are found 
for her, do I sec how it can be effected. Troubridge says the 
Cullodcn is able to go to England. I say she ought not to be 
trusted. Fourteen days would lieave her down at Mahon, 
and stop her leaks: 100 men from her, for she is full-manned, 
and good men, would greatly assist in navigating the William 
Tell to England; for she is well fitted with Jury-masts. 

Most sincerely do we congratulate you on the success of 
the Navy, I may say, in the Riviere of Genoa and you will 
now bear me out in my assertion, when I say that the British 
Fleet could have prevented the invasion of Italy, and at that 
time we had nothing to do ; and if our friend Hothaiii had 
kej>t his Fleet on that Coast, I assert, and you will agree with 
me, no Army from France could have been furnished with 
stores, or provisions; even men could not have marched. I 
hope our next account from you will be the surrender of Genoa. 
Wishing you every success, and hoping to meet you at 
Leghorn, believe me your most faithful, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO HIS KXCKLLENCV Till: AMBASSADOIl OV Ills IMPERIAL 
MAJES'I'Y. 

[ Letter-Book, j 

Fouilroyaal, I’altTiiio, Oih June, 1800. 

Sir, 

1 have received your Excellency’s letter desiring informa- 
tion respecting the Ragusan Brig taken by an armed Ottoman 

% 

* See Loni Keith’s Dispatch of the ‘ilst of May, in the “ London Gwette/’ ot 
the olJiuic, 1800. 
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Polacca, with Austrian property on boards bound to Genoa: 
and in answer thereto, I beg leave to assure your Excellency 
that I have not the least knowledge of the capture in question, 
nor can I give you the least information concerning it. I 
have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE CAPITAN PACHA. 

(^Letter- Book, j 

l*nl(*vmo, (>tli Juiu', IH(M), 

Sir, 

There was a time when I could have done what I thought 
best; but at present, for reasons, I..ord Keith is appointed 
Coniinander-in- Chief, and I have only to obey, and my health 
is seriously impaired. From the very bottom of my soul, I 
wish your Excellency every success which your distinguished 
merit entitles you to expect ; and I fervently pray that you 
may speedily exterminate that den of thieves from the face of 
Egypt. May the Almighty bless and protect you, is the 
sincere wish of your Excellency’s obliged friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO HIS HIGHNESS THE DEY OF ALGIERS. 

[Lctter-Bo(*k.] 

Foudroyant, Pak'iiiio, 7th June, ISOO. 

Sir, 

t have been informed that, one of your Highness’s cruizers 
hath captured a Neapolitan vessel called San Francisco dc 
Paula, laden with oak pipe staves from the Port d’Anze, in 
'the Roman State, bound to Marsala, in Sicily ; and that the 
said staves arc the property of Mr. Jolm Woodhousc, a 
respectable British merchant, as appears by the bill of lading, 
^^nd the said staves were intended to make casks for the use 
^f his Britannic Majesty’s Navy, and the Ships forming the 
blockade of Malta; 1 must, therefore, request of your Iligh- 
ness, that you will be pleased to order the restitution of the 
said cargo of staves, otherwise to pay the amount of the 
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value thereof, at the invoice price, to the Consul General of 
Great Britain resident at Algiers, which from the well-lcnowii 
justice and humanity of your Highness, I can entertain 
no doubt will be done. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Bbontb Nelson of the Nile. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY Sill JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Pttleniio, June 7tli, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

In sending the enclosed, your Excellency will, I am con- 
fident feel I am only doing my duty to the brave Officers and 
men who served the cause so well in the Roman State ; and 
any arrangements your Excellency makes, I am sure, will give 
satisfaction to all parties f therefore, I shall not presume 
to say a word on the subject, but only to assure your Ex- 
cellency, I am your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson op the Nile. 

^ Sir John Acton replied to this letter on the following: day : — 

“ Palermo, June 8th, 1800. 

“ My dear liord, 

“ I return you my thanks for your kind letter of yesterday. Your Lordship may 
he a.ssured that J shall take every possible measure to obtain and satisfy the just 
expectation of the Officers aud Ships’ Companies on boaid of the Ships who so 
bravely acted for the recovery of the Roman State. I shall not be easy till this 
arrangement has been entirely settled : therefore, if Mr. Tyson is not present at the 
time of the payments, 1 shall direct to apply to Mr. (Jibbs for the receiving that 
money, according to what you advi.se me in your letter of yesterday. Enclosed, I 
present you the three letters for Sir Thomas 'rroubridge. Captains Hood and Hallo 
well, for advising them of their nomination to the Order of the Merit f or St. Fenii 
Hand, as Commandeers. The Medals, uuluckily, are not quite terminated: therefore 
I shall either send them to your Lordship at Leghorn, or direct them, with Mr. 
Campbell, to London. W^ith the Medals I shall send the King’s formal letters lo 
each of the brave Commandeurs. In Sir Thomas Trouhridge’.s letter, the pension o< 
a tliousand ounces a year is ineutioned for his life’s time ; and I ordered yestcnliiy 
that a thousand ounces, already granted to Sir Thomas, should be paid for him 
your Lordship, as a reimbursement for the expenses he ha« been suffering, in his 
useful expeditious for the common cause, oud beuefit to liis Sicilian Miyeety. 

“ I have wrote to Captain Ball for the Order likewise granted to him, and a grati- 
tication of 1000 ounces for his expenses in Malta. 

“ If 1 have a Medal made to-day, 1 shall send it for Commodore Troubridgo, 
as I hear, in this moment, that it might be iinislied in this day or to-morrow. 
Every obligation due to these brave Officers are certainly due to your Lordship, "hp 
selected them, and they have most honourably answered your choice. His Sicili^^ 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN ACTON, BART. 

[Letter-Book. Kai-ly in the morning of the 10th of June, the Queen of Naple.^:, 
three rrincesscs, and the young I’rince Leopold, embarked, with all her attendants, 
on board the Foudroyant, together with Sir William and Lady Hamilton, and Miss 
Knight. The Foudroyant immediately sailed, in company with the Alexander, Princess 
Cliaiiottc, and a Neapolitan Packet, for Leghorn, and they arrived there on the 14th. 
This disposition of the Ships was inconsistent witli Lord Keith’s wishes, and on the 
hth of June he issued an order, (but wiiicli had not reached Lord Nelson,) direct- 
ing him to send the Foudroyant and Alexander immediately to Malta, and forbidding 
the King’s Ships to be employed on any other service than such a-s he had ap- 
pointed.] 

Leghorn Eoads, Sunday, Noon, June Ljth, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

After a very good passage as to time, we arrived here last 
evening in a fresh gale from the west — so much, that the Ship 
went eleven miles an hour, at times more. We have with 
difficulty got a boat on shore, and returned, which is the 
only communication w^e have been able to hold with the shore : 
and the weather still is so bad, that I see no prospect this 
day of a boat getting from the shore to us. The contradictory 
news has a little agitated the Queen ; but wdicii particulars, 
on examination of different persons, are placed before her 
Majesty, she will be able to form a proper judgment as to the 
measures to be taken. I have therefore only to request that 
your Excellency will assure his Majesty, in wdiich join Sir 
William and Lady Hamilton, that nothing shall make us quit 
the Queen and Royal Family until all is sofe, and their future 
plans perfectly and securely settled. On every occasion, I 
only wish for opportunities of proving to their Majesties my 
desire [to show] iriy gratitude for the numerous favours, 
honours, and magnificent presents they have heaped upon me; 
and I beg, my dear Sir, that you will believe me your Excel- 
lency’s most obliged, 

^ Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

If the Queen wishes to send any of the Neapolitan vessels 
under Lord Keith’s command, to Palermo, I shall take upon 
me to give them orders for that purpose. 

Majesty sluUl be most sensible to wbat you will be so good to mention to our 
excellent CommnndeurSy in presenting them with liis Majesty’s thanks and ackiiow'- 
iedginents. 1 beg to be believed, with faithful and friendly regard, your Lordship’s 
most obedient and most obliged humble serviint, J. Acton.” — Auioyraph, in the 
Nelson Papers. 
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70 VlCE-ADillRAl LORD KEITJI, KM. 


fLetter-13ook. On the of June, Lord Keith ordered Lord kelson, in case 
he arrived at Leghorn with tlie Foudroyoiit, or any otljer Ship of the Squadron, to 
proceed with them, witliout a moment’s loss of time, to join him at Genoa.] 


I.eghorn, lOth June, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

Having wrote to you my intentions of leaving Palermo on 
the 8th June, I have now only to say, that we sailed on the 
9th, full of passengers, and arrived here on the 14th ; but 
from bad weather, it was this morning before the Queen could 
land. 


I send the Princess Charlotte to you this night, with two 
Couriers from Constantinople. The Poudroyant shall be 
with j^ou the moment some little matters are got for her 
safety. I send you Sir Edward Berry’s letter to me of this 
morning, and wdieii you sec the Ship, I think you will allow 
us to carry licr to England, as she cannot, I believe, be re- 
fitted in this Country. But should I be mistaken, I have then 
to request that the Foudroyant may take us to Gibraltar, and 
from thence the llindostan carry us to England. Neither 
Ciilloden nor Princess Charlotte are, in my opinion, to be 
trusted by themselves. The Alexander will return to Malta 
to-morrow evening. I was obliged to bring her, or the party 
never could have been accommodated : I therefore trust you 
will approve of it. 

I most sincerely congratulate you on the fortunate moment 
of getting into Genoa. The release of that part of the 
Austrian army will, I trust, have the haj)piest effects, in 
driving the French out of Italy. It is j)ossiblc we may sec 
you here before our final departure ; for the Queen does not 
leave Florence before her road is perfectly clear and secure. 
The Dorotea carries Prince Castelcicala to England instead 
of General Acton. The Queen is not perfectly content with 
the news of this day, but wc hope for better to-morrow. 
Ever, niy dear Lord, your faithful and obliged, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 
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TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From tbe “ Letters of Lord Nelson to Lady Hamilton,” vol. i. p. 18.] 

.lime 10, [1800.] Seven o’clock. 

My dear Lady Hamilton, 

What a difference — but it was to be — ^from your house to a 
boat ! Fresh breeze of wind, the Ship four or five leagues 
from the Mole ; getting on board into truly a hog-stye of a 
cabin, leaking like a sieve, consequently floating with water. 
What a change ! Not a Felucca near us. I saw them come 
out this morning, but they think there is too much wind and 
swell. Pray, do not keep the Cutter, as I have not a thing, 
if any thing important should arrive, to send you. Only think 
of Tyson’s being left ! May God bless you, my dear Lady ; 
and believe me, ever, your truly affectionate and sincere friend, 

Nelson. 

Lady Hamilton — put the candle-stick on my writing- 
table. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[Leller-Book.] 

l>gliorn, IHli .lime, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

We arrived here on the 14th, after a passage of five days ; 
but it was the 16th before the weather would permit her 
Majesty to land. All the honours which his Majesty’s Ships 
could show to the Queen have, I trust, been shown her — and 
too much to so great and good a Monarch could not be done. 
The situation of the two Armies renders the Queen a little 
anxious ; but her great mind is superior to all difficulties. I 
,am waiting the orders of Lord Keith, and expect he will order 
the Foudroyant to carry me to England ; for in this Country 
she cannot be refitted. Four days out of seven I am confined 
to my bed, but I hope for better times ; and ever feel myself 
your Lordship’s obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 
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TO ins EXCELLENCY THOMAS JACKSON, ESQ., TURIN, 
[Letter-Book.] 

Legliont, 18th June, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

The King’s messenger going to Turin, I have the pleasure 
of writing a line — probably the last during my present stay in 
Italy, as I am going to England for the recovery of my health, 
I an*ived here on the 14th, with the Queen of Naples on 
board, three Princesses, and Prince Leopold — also Sir William 
and Lady Hamilton, who desire to be kindly remembered to 
you. The Queen is detained here, by the state of the 
Armies ; and [if] I heard the French beat the Austrians, I 
have only to carry her and the Royal Family to Naples ; but 
I fervently pray that the French may be beat. But they are 
active, and the Austrians veiy slow. 

I cannot attempt to give you much news. I have just sent 
a messenger from Constantinople to Lord Keith. The Porte 
wish my being sent to Egypt to act with the Capitan Pacha ; 
but my state of health will not allow me. Although General 
Kleber beat, by treachery, and inattention of Sir Sidney 
Smith, the Grand Vizir’s Army, yet a part of the Turkish 
Army, joined with the inhabitants of Cairo, who flew to arms, 
have and keep Grand Cairo ; and the French now only 
possess Damietta, Rosetta, and Alexandria : and the plague, 
thank God, has got amongst them ! Malta will fall in a very 
short time by famine ; and it would long since have been ours, 
if some of the 15,000 troops now at Minorca had been sent to 
that Island. Adieu, my dear Sir, and believe me ever your 
obliged and obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.R. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Legliorn, I8tli June, 188«). 

My dear Lord, 

I was half inclined to send you J|ie Pallas, as I thought yon 
might want to fill her with troops or prisoners; but the aiTiv*'^^ 
of the messenger has determined me on sending her direc tly 
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The Queen waits here, 'with impatience, news from the Armies ; 
for if the French beat, I have only to return with my sacred 
chaise ; but a very few days must decide the question. What 
a sad thing the attempt on our good King’s life!' But 
from what I hear, it was not a plan of any Jacobin party, 
but the affair of a madman. With every sentiment of respect, 
believe me your obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Leghorn, .Time lOtli, 1800. 

Your order of the 17th reached me at twelve last night;® 
and as it is the only intimation we have to this moment 
of anything less than a complete victory by the Austrians, it 

’ By the maniac Hatlfield, in Drury Lane Theatre, on the l.'itli of May, 1800. 

* Tins Order stated that a Capitulation had been entered into between the Com 
inanders of the Imperial and French Annies, by which all the forts and garrisons in 
llie (Jenoese territories were to be evacuated, without any stipnlation for their in- 
violability by the British forces, and Lord Nelson was directed to repair, with all the 
Ships at Leghorn, to the Gulf of Kspecia, and to adopt every measure for obtaining 
possession of St. IMaria, and other garrisons in the Bay ; and on their evacuation 
by the Austrians, to bring off or destroy the guns. The Order also stated that the 
French w'ere to march into Genoa on the 24th of .lune, and that Leghorn, ns well 
fts Tuscany, remained with the Emperor’s troops. On the. 10th of .lune, Lord Keith 
sent Lord Nelson peremptory Orders not to employ the Liue-of-Battle Ships in 
conveying hack the Queen of Naples to Palermo, (in case her ^Majesty did not 
proceed to Vienna,) and authorizing him to strike his Flag, and proceed to Eng- 
land by laud, or in the Princess OhaiTotte, or in any Troop Ship at Mahon, or 
in the Seahorse ; hut if, on his amval at Mahon, he determined to remain on the 
•station, he was to take upon him the duties of Senior Officer there. These instruc- 
tions were accompanied by the JTollowiug private letters : — 

“My dear Lord, “ Genoa, lOlh June, 1800. 

* “ It is not matter of caprice, but of actual duty and necessity, which has obliged 

me to send the order, which I must desire to be final. Her Majesty is too just, 
and too well-informed, to idaee anything like neglect to me. With her good under- 
slauding I am sure to stand acquitted. 8o, my dear friend, let me insist that the 
Ships instantly follow my public (irdei*s. A Frigate and all the Neapolitans may 
miend the Queen, if you think proper, and that, perhaps, may be at the expense of 
^iirdinia. With every real respect, 1 am most aftectionately yours, 6ic . — Keith.” 

“My deal’ Lord, “ Genoa, lOtli .lune, 1800. 

“ rile wretched situation to which we arc reduced distracts me. I am told from 
I’^JigTand there is not a Sliip to be sent out. I am directed to undertake many and 
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very much surprised us. Baron Fenzell is clear there must 
be some mistake in the date, as your letter to him of the 16th 
announces a victory. However it may be, I have directed 
the Santa Dorotea and Alexander, (which last I stopped from 
sailing for Malta till the event of this battle was known,) to 
repair immediately to the Gulf of Especia, and to carry, as 
far as is possible, your orders into execution. But I own, 
from what I guess must have been the terms of the Treaty 
between the two Armies, that no Austrian Officer will allow 
us to destroy any of the works, or to bring off the guns ; for 
it would be a manifest breach of the Treaty — which is, I 
suppose, permission for the Austrians to retire unmolested 
into Tuscany, on the conditions mentioned in your order. 
What is to become of Piedmont ? 


ilistant important Hervices, wliicli renders it impossible to let tlie Foudroyant go to 
England: her masts are mode at Mulion. It is likewise impossible I should permit 
the Teresa to leave this station, if Acton does not go tliither ; and 1 could not 
consent to yielding a Frigate to a lesser application than that of the King. J 
am surprised to hear that the Princess Charlotte is in a bad condition. I had 
\inderstood otherwise. Now, my dear Lord, I think for the accommodation of those 
1 love, who are with you, they should get to Malion instantly, (where T shall 
soon be going,) and there the Seahorse is hourly expected with Sir R. Biekertoii. 
The Ship is instantly to return, and, of course, at tlicir command. Besides tliis, 
there are many excellent 'J’roop-ships, and two Store-ships, at the same place, now 
under orders. Any of them shall be directed to take in what may be required. As 
to yourself, the Princess Charlotte will .take yon, provided you persist in going 
home, of W'hicii I hope your liealth does not stand in need. Troubridge wa« at 
Mahon, came here, and is returned to that Port. lie is quite content with the 
Cnllodeu. If the Alexander is not gone to St. E.sj)cciii, she may return to Maltu 
immediately until Theseus can get there. Tell Madame Castelcieuln and the Prince, 
if they go to .Mahon I will direct a 'I'roop or Store-ship for thejn. (iod knows, 1 
wish more was in my j)ower for you all; but really the late unfonumite events 
make me tremble for all Italy. You know there is a great force at Mahon, hut in» 
Cencral ; and 1 have been refused a single man, as usual. 1 am, with my duly (<• 
the Queen, and sincere regard to our friends, most assuredly yours, — Keith.” — 
Autogrnphf in the Nelson Papers. 

Two days afterwards, I,ord Keith again wrote to Lord Nelson: 

“ ('lenon, June *Mst, IH lO. 

“ Most confidential, 

“ 1 have seen a man who has come from Buonaparte. He, liaoiuqmrlc^ sai'i* 
publicly, tliere’s one Power still in Italy to be reduced, before 1 can give H 
Pigiiatelli, &c., are with him. Let the Queen go to Vienna as fast as she can. H 
the Fleet gets tiie start of ours a day, Sicily cannot hold out even that one tlay- 
Yours, &<•,, ^ 
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I keep the Foudroyant here, and some Neapolitan Vessels, 
ready to receive the Queen and Royal Family, should such an 
event be necessary. We shall, of course, soon see you here, 
which will give real pleasure to, my dear Lord, your faithful, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

I send a copy of my order to Captain Dovvnnian. 


TO CAPTAIN HUGH DOWNMAN, OF II. M. SHIP SANTA DOROTEA. 

[Order-Book.] 

Leghorn Roads, 10th June, IHOO. 

You are hereby required and directed to take under your 
command Captain Ormsby, with His . Majesty’s Ship the 
Alexander, and proceed with all possible dispatch to the Gulf 
of Especia, and carry into execution, as far as you arc able, 
the orders of the Commander-in-Chief respecting the Forti- 
fications there ; a copy of which you have herewith. And you 
are to endeavour by all the means in your power, to induce 
the Austrian Commander to give you possession of the Fort 
St, Maria and other Garrisons in the Bay ; the works of 
which you will destroy as far as you arc able, and bring off 
the guns. 

But, in the event of the Austrians refusing to deliver up the. 
Forts to you, and persisting in delivering them up to the 
Enemy, you are, on their evacuation of them, or having 
performed the service of destroying the Forts, to return to 
Leghorn Roads, unless otherwise directed by the Commander- 
in-Chief, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nilf.. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO, VIENNA. 

[Autograph, in tlte Minto Paperii.] 

My dear Lord, Leghorn, June 21st, 1800. 

Poor Frediani® has just been with me, and requested my 
writing to you on the subject of his pension. I own he appears 
to me to merit one as well as many others. He quitted Tus- 
cany when the French entered it last time, and resided at 
Palermo till their expulsion. If you, therefore, my dear Lord, 
would assist this old gentleman, it would be most serviceable 
to him : I therefore send you his letter to me. The shameful 
scandalous terms entered into with Buonaparte, must ever 
reflect disgrace on the Austrian arms, unless the signer and 
adviser are s/iof, for nothing can justify a General, at the 
head of 20,000 brave men for signing such a paper.* I am mad. 
Our dear Queen of Naples is to-day very unwell, agitated by 
these events. As soon as we can see her safely off. Sir 
William, Lady Hamilton, and myself, pursue our route to 
England, if Lord Keith pleases, in the Foudroyant.. They 
join me cordially in every kind .and good wish to yourself^ 
Lady Minto, and family ; and I beg you to believe me, my 
dear Lord, ever your affectionate friend, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, II.M. SHIP FOUDROYANT. 


[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Leghorn, June 21st, 1800. 


My dear Sir, 

The Foudroyant must be kept ready for sea, and is to 
proceed to Mahon : at present, it is very uncertain whether I 


Who had been Governor of the Province of Balogue, in Corsica, when 
Minto WHS Viceroy. Vide vol. i. p. .*1(18. 

* Apparently General Medas’ Convention of (he lOth of June, two days after 8'^? 
battle of Marengo, with Buonaparte, hy which a truce w'as agreed upon untd tlir 
return of a messenger from Vienna; and, in the meantime, tlie fortresses of 
tona. Alexandria, Milan, Turiii, Pizzighitone. Aroiui, and Piacenza, with those of 
Coni, C'cva, Savona, Urbino, and the city of ilenoa, were to be delivered np to llio 
French. To ensure the fulfilment of those conditions, the Austrian Army 
permitted to march only by divisions, and at different times. 
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can go in lier. Perhaps the Ship in sight may be Lord Keith. 
His Lordship believes reports of the Brest Fleet, which I give 
not the smallest credit to. Ever, my dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile, 


TO IITS HOLINESS THE POTE. 

[Autograph draft, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Holy Father, Leghorn, ‘24th June, 1800. 

As an individual, who from his public situation has had an 
opportunity of using his utmost exertions to assist in bringing 
about the happy event of your Holiness’s return to Rome, I 
presume to offer my most sincere congratulations on this 
occasion ; and with my most fervent wishes and prayers that 
your residence may be blessed with health, and every comfort 
this world can afford. 

Your Holiness will, I am sure, forgive my mentioning a 
circumstance which, although at the time it was spoken 
a})peared impossible, yet the fact did happen. Father MKJor- 
iiiick, a Friar, coming to the House of Sir William Hamilton, 
ill September 1798, to congratulate me on the Battle of the 
Nile, said, (as can be testified,) ‘ What you have done is great, 
but you will do a greater thing — you will take Rome with 
your Ships.’ And although I do not believe that the Father 
had the gift of prophecy, yet his guess was so extraordinary, 
and has turned out so exactly, that I could not in my con- 
science avoid telling your Holiness of it. I will now only 
trespass on your time, by assuring your Holiness with what 
respect I am your most obedient servant, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO CAPTAIN LORD COCHRANE,^ H. M. SLOOP SPEEUV. 
[Letter-Book.] 

Eoudroyaut, Leghorn Roads, 2-4 th .Tune, 1800. 

My Lord, 

I have received your letter, inclosing the orders you arc 
under from the Right Honourable Lord Keith, the Com^ 

• Now Vice-Admiral tUo Euvl of Duudouald. 

8 2 
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mander-in-Chief, and in answer thereto, I beg to inform you 
that I will not in any manner interfere with the orders you 
have received from Lord Keith. Inclosed I return you the 
order, and have the honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO CAPTAIN DIODATO MTCHEROUX, OF HIS SICILIAN MAJESTY’S 
SHIP MINERVA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foiidroyant, Leghorn Roads, 5ith June, IHOO. 

Sir, 

I beg you will not consider that I, in the smallest manner, 
interfere to prevent your carrying into execution any orders 
you may be under from Lord Keith. I am, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD KEITH, KML 

[Letter-Book. On the 21lh of June, Lord Keith arrived at Leghorn witli tlie 
Squadron.] 

Leghorn, Q ltlj June, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

The idea of removing the Foudroyant has created an 
alarm at the Palace, and I send you a letter from thence. It 
Sir William and Lady Hamilton go home by land, it is my 
intention to go with them ; if by water, we shall be happy in 
taking the best Ship we can get ; but we are all pledged not 
to quit the Royal Family till they are in perfect seciirity. If 
the Prince Castelcicala had not been wanted to attend tlie 
Queen to this place, the Dorotea would certainly have, in 
obedience, as I conceived, to your orders, gone direct to 
England, as I understood the King of Naples had asked for a 
Frigate to carry his Minister to England, and had sent one of 
his Frigates in her room. To say the truth, I never thought 
General Acton was to be the Minister, but the present person. 
Near 300 packages are on board the Dorotea ; but you will 
now arrange all matters as you please. Both she and the 
Alexander are still at Especia, and probably I shall see you 
before then, I own I do not believe the Brest fleet will return 
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to sea; and if tliey do, the Lord have mercy on them, for our 
Fleet will not, I am sure. 

I shall enter [no] further on the various subjects of your 
order, only to assure you that as little as possible do I ever 
interfere with your orders. I do not recollect I ever did ; for 
I should not like it myself, and I never wrote what could be 
called a Public letter to Mr. Nepean, since T have been under 
your command ; but I authorized Duckworth, when under 
my orders, to correspond directly with the Admiralty, and 
we know that the Admiralty sends orders, to Junior Admirals 
on the station to perform particular services, without even 
mentioning the circumstance to the Commanding Flag-Officer 
on this station ; therefore, the Admiralty themselves set the 
example of this new mode of communication to and from the 
Board. Hoping to see you, my dear Lord, before twenty- 
four hours pass over, believe me your obliged, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

I hear all is done as you wish at Port Especia. 


10 ( OMMODOUK SARAIVA, llEll MOST FAITHFUL MAJLSIY’s 
SHIP VASCO DA GAMA. 

[r.cttcr-Book.] 

Foudroyaiit, Leghorn Roud.-', June, 1800. 

Sir, 

As there arc many British Ships now at this place, which arc 
ready for sea, and would wdsh to avail themselves of your 
offer to take them under Convoy, I have to rcc^ucst that you 
will be pleased to send me an answer, in writing, for the 
satisfaction of all concerned, whether you will protect all such 
British . trade as may sail under your Convoy, from the 
Spaniards, as well as all other the Enemies of Great Britain, 
until their arrival at the Port of Lisbon ? 1 have the honour 

to be, &c*. 


Bronte Nelson of tue Nile. 



262 


LETTERS. 


[ 1800 . 


TO COMMODORE SARAIVA, HER MOST FAITHFUL MAJESTY'S 
SHIP VASCO DA GAMA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Foudroyant, Leghorn Roads, 25tli June, 1800. 

Sir, 

I have received a letter from the Right Honourable Lord 
Keith, K.B., Commander-in-Chief, expressing his belief that 
the Combined Fleets of the Enemy are at sea, I therefore 
think it necessary to give you this information that you may 
regulate yourself accordingly. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD HERRY, H. Jf. SHIP FOUDROY'ANT. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of Lady Berry. On the 2Hth of June, Lord Nelson 
shifted hi.s Flag to the Ale.vaiider, as the Foudroyiint® sailed for Minorca, to be re- 
lifted ; and on the 11th of July he struck hi.s Flag, and proceeded to Vienna, on his 
way to Liiglaiid. l^vo days before he left Leghorn, he received an order from Lord 
Keith, directing him to authorize tlic Queen of Naples, her family, and .suite, to be 
received on board the Alexander, that they might he immediately eonveyed to Pa- 
lermo, Messina, or such Port in the Adriatic as might be best suited for her Majesty’s 
accommodation. In the event of the Queen’s landing at any such Port for the pur 
po.se of proceeding to Vienna, and if Lord Nelson determined to strike his Flag and 
accompany her Majesty, he was to leave the Alexander in charge of Lieutenant 
t'ribh, and send her to Malta to rc-eiubaik her gnus, and proceed to Malioii to 
be refitted. If Lord Nelson resolved on returning to Knghind by sea, he was per- 
mitted to do so in the Seahorse, or from Malta in the Alkmuai-, or any other Troop 
Ship.] 

Alexander, Leghorn, July Dth, 1800. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

I will not ask your civilities to the Prince Castelcicala ; for 
I am sure of all your kindness towards him and his family. 

® On quitting the Foudvoyant, Lord Nelson received this Letter from his Barge’s 
crew : — 

“ Foiidroyaiit, iiOth June, 1800. 

“ My J.ord, 

“ It i.s with extreme grief that we find you ai*c about to leave us. We have been 
along with you (although not iu the same Ship) iu every Engagement your I-oid 
ship has been in, botli by Sea and Land ; and must humbly beg of your Lordship 
to permit ns to go to England, as your Boat’s crew', in any Ship or Vessel, or in 
any way that may ^eem most pleji-sing to your €jordship. My Lord, pardon the 
rude style of Seamen, wiio are but little acquainted with w'ritiiig, and believe ub to 
be, my Lord, your ever humble and obedient servants, 

“ Barge's Crew of the Foudroyant.” — Orh/iuafy in the Nelson Pappi'^' 
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We are again afloat, bound to'Tricste ; but in what a different 
Ship to the dear Foudroyant ; and I have not the least thing 
for comfort of any kind or sort. In one of my table drawers 
are some letters copied by Miss Knight in a book : pray look 
for it, and send it safely to England. Leghorn is in a little 
alarm : the people are strongly against the French, and have 
seized the arms in order to defend the Town ; but it does not 
appear to me they will be supported. May God bless you, 
and all the Foudroyants, in which all with me join ; and 
believe me ever your affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO. 


[Autogrnpli, in the Minto Papers. In consequence of an attempt made by the 
populace of Ijeghorn to detain the Queen and Royal Family, her ^lajcsty became 
alarmed, and they went on hoard the Alexander, Lord Nelson’s Flag Ship, on the 9tli 
of July, but landed again the next day, and set off for Florence, on their way to 
Ancona. Lord Nelson, Sir Willimn and Loily Hamilton, and Miss Knight, followed 
on the ensuing day. Clarke and M‘Arthur (vol. ii. p. 205) notice very hriedy Lord 
Nelson’s journey to England. Harrison (vol. ii. p. 249) has, liowcver, supplied 
many particulars ; hut the most interesting account is in Miss Knight’s letters to 
Sir Fdward Berry, now in the possession of Lady Berry, with whose permission the 
following extracts are given : — 


“ Leghorn, July 2nd, 1800. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ 'rhe very great, indeed, I may say, fraternal care you had the goodness to take of 
mo while 1 was on boturd the Foudroyant, and the very sincere esteem I shall 
always have for 8ir Edward Berry, induces me to trouble you with these few lines, 
as you will he desirous to hear of Lord Nelson, and the plan proposed for the party. 
The Queen wishes, if possible, to prosecute her journey. Lady Hamilton coimot 
beoi- the thought of going by sea; and, therefore, nothing but impracticability will 
prevent our going to Vienna. Lord Nelson is well, and keeps up bis spirits 
amazingly. Sir William appears broken, distressed, and harassed. 

“July 10th. — It is, at length, decided that we go by land; and I feel idl the 
dangers and difficulties to wliich we shall be exposed. Tliiiik of our embarking on 
board small Austrian Vessels at Ancona, for Trieste, os part of a land journey I to 
avoid the danger of being on hoard an Engli.sh Mau-of-War, where everything is 
commodious, and equally weU niTRiiged for defence and comfort; hut the die is cost, 
8Jtd go we must. Lord Nelson is going on an expedition he disapproves, and 
against his own convictions, because he has promised the Queen, and that others 
advise her. I pity the Queen. Prince Belmonte directs the march; and Lady 
Hamilton, though she does not like him, seconds his proposals, because she hates 
sea, and wishes to visit the different Courts of Germany. Sir William says he 
«hall die by the way, find he looks so ill, that I should not be surprised if he did. 
I am astonished that the Queen, who is a sensible woman, should consent to run so 
great a risk ; but I can aasure you, that neither she nor the Princesses forget their 



264 LETTERS. [1800, 

great obligations to you. If I am not detained in a French prison, or do not die 
upon the road, you shall hear from me again.” 

“ Ancona, Ji-lth July, 1800. — As I find delays succeed each other, and England 
still recedes from us, I will not omit, at least, informing you of our adventures. We 
left J^eghorn the day after 1 wrote to you by Mr. Tyson, and owing more to good 
fortune than to prudence, arrived in twenty-six hours at Florence, after passing 
witliiii two miles of the French advanced posts. After a short stay, we proceeded 
on our way to this place. At Oastel San Giovanni, the coach, in which were Lord 
Nelson, and Sir William and Lady Hamilton, was overturned; Sir William and 
Lady Hamilton M ere hurt, but not dangerously. The wheel was repaired, but broke 
again at Arezzo — the Queen two days’ journey before them, and new's ^f the 
French Army advancing rapidly, it was therefore decided that they should proceed, 
and Mrs. Cadogan and 1 remain with the broken carriage, ns it was of less conse- 
quence we should be left behind, or taken, than they. W^e ^Ycrc obliged to stay three 
days, to get the coach repaired; and, providentially, Arezzo Mas the place, as it 
is the most loyal city in Tuscany; and every care, attention, and kindness that 
humanity caTi dictate, and cordiality and good manners practise, Mere employed 
in our favour.” . . . . “ Just as we were going to set off, ue received accounts of 
the Freiicli being very near the road where ue had to pass, and of its being also 
infested uith Neapolitan deserter.^; but at the same moment arrived a party of 
Austrians, luid the Ofiicers gave us tu’o soldiers as a guard. We travelled night 
and day ; the roads arc almost destroyed, and themiserv’ of the inhabitants is beyond 
description. At length, ho>vever, we arrived at Ancona, and found that the Queen 
had given up the idea of going in the JBellona, an Austrian Frigate, fitted up M’itli 
silk hangings, carpets, and eighty beds for her reception, and now meant to go with 
a Kiissiaii Squadron of three Frigates and a Brig. I believe she judged rightly; 
for there had been a mutiny on board the Bclloiia, and, for the sake of accommoda- 
tion, she Iiad reduced her guns to twenty-four, while the French, in possession of tlie 
Coast, arm Trabaccoli, and other light Vessels, that could easily surround and take her. 
'This Hussian Squiulron is commanded by Count Voinovitsch, aDalmatiaii, who having 
seen his people ill-treated, and tlieir colours destroyed by the Germans last year at 
the Siege of Ancona, made a vow never to come ashore, and keeps it religiously, for 
he has not returned the Queen’s visit. I fancy we shall sail to-morrow night or 
the next morning. ]\lrs. Cadogan and 1 arc to he on board one of the Frigates, 
eommaiidcd hy an old man named Messer, a native, of England, who oiicc served 
under I.ord Howe, and has an excellent reputation. The rest of our party go Mitli 
the Queen, and say they shall be very uncomfortable. Lord Nelson talks often of 
tlic Foiulroyaiit, whatever is done to turn off the conversation ; ami last night be 
>vas talking with Captain Messer of the manoeuvres lie intended to make in case be 
accepted of anotlier command. In short, I perceive that his thoughts turn ton aids 
lOugland, and I liopc, and believe he tvill be happy there. The Queen and her 
daughters have been very kind to me, especially when 1 wan ill; nml poor Sir 
William suffered much when he left me at Arezzo. The Queen speaks of you 
often, and always with the highest esteem. Our parly is very helpless; aud though 
it is their own fault that they have brought themselves into these difticultics, I 
cainiot help pitying them, and have the comfort to he of some use to them. L‘n’d 
Nelson has been received Mith acclamations in all the towns of the Pope’s States. 
Success attend you. Where .‘Jiall we be on the 1st of August? The Queen asked 
me for flip Chri.'-tian and Surname of all the Ct^tains of the Nile. I am ashamed 
of the 1pu;-,»1i of this letter, hut it is pleasant to forget oneself for some moments, 
and renew a quavter-deck conversation. Our cols are ready, and the carriuges on 
board, or 1 should not have had spmis to write so nuioh,” 
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“ Trieste, Oth of August, IftOO. — As I know you will be anxious to hear how Lord 
Nelson proceeds on his journey, and as new delays continually occur, 1 will not refuse 
an opportunity offered me by Mr. Anderson, the Vice-Consul. Perhaps 1 am a little 
interested in the aflair; for, as I have small comfort in my present situation, my 
thoughts willingly recur to the Mediterranean, w’herc there were always resources 
to be found. I told you wc were become humble enough to rejoice at a Russian 
Squadron conveying us across the Adriatic; but had wc sailed, as was first intended, 
ill the Imperial Frigate, w’c should have been taken by eight Trabaccoli, which the 
French armed on purpose at Pisaro. Sir William and Lady Hamilton,* and Lord 
Nelson, give a miserable account of their sufferings on board the Commodore’s 
Ship, (Count Voinovilseb.) He was ill in his cot; but his First Lieutenant, a 
Neapolitan, named Capaci, was, it seems, the most insolent and ignorant of beings. 
Tliink what Lord Nelson must have felt! He says a gale of wind would have sunk 
the Ship. I, with Mrs. Cadogan, came iu another Ship, commanded, as I believe 
I told you, by an Fnglislimnu, a Coptaiii Messer, a plain, good man, who beliaxed 
with distinguished bravery last year at the siege of Ancona, and who was kind and 
attentive beyond description.” .... “Poor ^ir William Hamilton has been so ill, 
that the physicians had almost given him niK he is now better, and I hope we shall 
be able to set off to-morrow' night for Vicuna. The Queen and thirty-four of her suite 
have had fevers: yon can form no idea of the helplessness of the party. How wc 
sliall proceed on our long journey, is to me a problem ; but wc shall certainly get 
on as fast as wc can ; for llie very precarious state of Sir William’s health has con- 
vinced everybody that it is necessary he should aiTangc his affairs.” “ Poor 

Jiord Nelson, whose only comfort was in talking of ships and harbours with Captain 
3Icsscr, has had a bad cold ; but is almost well, and, I think, anxious to he in Lng- 
hiiid. He is followed by thousands Avhen he goes out, and hw the illumination 
that is to take place this evening, there arc many Jlva Xelsons^ prepared. He 
seems affected whenever he speaks of yow, and often sighs out, ‘Where is the Fou- 
ilroynnt f ” 

From ’J’ricste the party proceeded to Vienna, where the Queen of Naples had arrived 
two (lays' before them. J.ord Nelson, &c. quitted Vienna, according to Harrison, 
on tlio ViOth of September, and passed his forty-second birthday, the 21hh of Septem- 
ber, at Prague, when a grand fete was given by tlic Areliduke (’liarics. 'I’liey 
came down the Elbe to Dresden, thence to Magdeburg and Ilnmhurgh, where he 
hccjitne personally kiiow'u to General Diimoumcr, and they landed at Yarmouth on 
the Orh of November. During the journey Lord Nelson everywhere received the 
most gratifyiug attentions ; and Harrison relates many anecdotes, showing the 
interest he created.] 

Friday moriiiug, Vicuna, August j]:2nd, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

» Many thanks for your kind note of this morning. We will 
settle the place of our meeting when wc meet at dinner: the 
tunc is not the best chosen for eitlicr of us. The Queen of 
Naples has desired anxiously Lady Hamilton to bring you to 
her this afternoon. The Empress would see us yesterday 
evening, and we had the noise of five fine healthy children 
for an hour. With all our best wishes to you and Lady 
^ Minto, believe me, my dear Lord, as ever, your truly obliged 
and affectionate, 


Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO. 

[Autogruph, ill the Minto Papers.] 

September Otli, 1800. 

My dear Lord, 

Many thanks for your kind note ; and we must all approve 
of the conduct of Captain Ricketts:® it will teach the Cisalpines 
that it is dangerous to touch edged tools. We have seen the 
Queen this morning. The Emperor left Town at six o’clock ; 
the Empress very melancholy, but the Queen, I think, recon- 
ciled to the propriety of the Emperor’s going to the Army : 
but it will be very difficult to make her, in any degree, bear 
Thugut. She thinks he will in the end deceive us. I hope it 
is true that our troops are landed in Holland : it must create 
a powerful diversion in favour of the Austrian army. I long 
for a battle, and the sooner after the Armistice the better. We 
arc all well, and wish for your company, and beg our best 
regards to Lady Minto, and all your family. Believe me for 
ever, your truly obliged and affectionate, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO. ^ 
[.Hitograph, iii the Minto Pai)cr,s.] 

Friday Morning, [September litth, 

My dear Lord, 

We cannot dine with you to-day ; but will, with much plea- 
sure, on Saturday, the day before our departure. I wish, iny 

« Captain William Ricketts of the El Corso Sloop, with the Pigmy Cutter, wn- 
scut by Lord Keith to destroy some Vessels in the Port of Cesenatioo On the 2(itb 
of August, which was fully accomplislied by their boats, under Lieutenant .lalncs 
Lucas Yeo, (who died, a Post Captain, and a Knight Comnnmdcr of the Batli, in 
August 1818.) Captain Ricketts then sent on shore the following Note: — 

“TO THE INHABITANTS OF CE8ENATICO. 

“ The treachery of your Municipality, in causing to be arrested an Officer with 
dispatches, has been long known to the British AdniiJ-al in these seas. The Muni 
eipality may now sadly know that the severity of judgment long delayed is ahvajt* 
exemplary. That the innocent suffer with the guilty, though much to be regretted, 
is the natural feature of war ; and the more terrible the infliction on tliis occasion, 
the more striking the exomide should prove to surrounding municipalities. 

“ W. Ricketts. ” 
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dear friend, you would visit the neglected Queen of Naples : 
she will be glad to see and talk with you. She is scarcely 
ever out in the afternoon between five and six. Our best 
compliments to all in your house. Believe me ever, yours, 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile.^ 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty. Lord Nelson and his friends arrived at Yarmouth 
oil the tith of November; and it being the first time he hud landed in England since 
the Battle of the Nile, he was received with cnthnsiastic admiration. The instant 
he stepped on shore “ the populace iissemblcd in crowd.s to greet the gallant Hero of 
tlie Nile ; and, taking the horses from his carriage, drew him to the Wrestler’s Inn 
amidst bursts of applause. The Mayor and Corporation immediately waited on his 
J.ordsliip, and presented him with the Freedom of the Town, some time since voted 
to him for his eminent services. The infanti 7 in the Town pai*aded before the inn 
where he lodged, with their regimental hand, &c.&c., firing feux-de-joie of musketry 
and ordnance till midnight. The Coiiioration in procession, with the respectable 
Ofii(;crs of the Navy, went to church with him, accompanied hy Sir William and Lady 
Jlumiltoii, to join in thanksgiving. On leaving the Town, the corps of cavalry 
unexpectedly drew up, saluted, and follow'cd the carriage, not only to the Town’s 
end, but to the boundary of the County. All the Ships in the harbour had their 
colours flying .” — Xaval Chronicle^ vol. iv. p. 

Yarmouth, November 0th, 1800. 

I beg you will acquaint their Lordships of my arrival here 
this day, and that my health being perfectly re-established, it 
is iny wish to serve immediately; and I trust that my necessary 
journey by land from the Mediterranean will not be considered 
as a wish to be a moment out of active service. I have the 
honour to be, &c., 

Bronte Nelson of the Nile. 

TO MARSH AND CREED, NAVY AGENTS. 

[Autograph, in the possession of J. Baas, Esq. 

Yarmouth, Nov. 7tli, 1800. 

£50 for His Worship the Mayor, to be distributed by him. 

5 Guineas for the Town Clerk. 

1 Guinea for the Officer. 

To be paid by Mr. Warming ton for Lord Nelson of the 

Nile. 

* To tliis Note Lady Hamilton added the following lines:— “ Do, my deai* Lord, 
go to the Queen. She told me yesterday she would be glad to sec you; You need 
Jiot send— go to her apartment.— E. H.” 
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TO THE REVEREND DIXON IIOSTE. 

[Aiitograpli, in the possos.sion of Cniitnin Sir Williniu Hostc, Bart. Lord Nelson 
arrived at Nevot’s Hotel, in St. .lamcs-street, oii Saturday the 8th of Novcinher, 
where he found liudy Nelson and his venerable father; and in the eveiiinfj went 
to the Admiralty to see TiOid Spencer. His reception by Lady Nelson is said to 
have been extremely cold and mortifying to his feelings ; but the little that need be 
said on this painful subject will be found in a subscq\ient page. 

'I’lic next day being Sunday, the Lord Mayor’s Feast was kept on Monday the 
10th of November, to which I^ord Nelson wa~s invited. At liUdgatc-liill, the mob 
took the horses from liis carriage, and drew him to Guildhall amidst repealed 
huzzas. All the way he passed along Clieapside, he was greeted by the Ladies from 
the windows with tlieir handkerchiefs, and the loudest aeelamations. After the usual 
toasts had been drunk, he was rccpicsted to come forward, that lie might receive tlic 
Sword lately voted to him. Lord Nelson then presented liimself, taking his station, 
as requested, under a triumphal arch, when he was addressed by the Chamberlain 
of the City ; to which he replied — 

“ 8ir, it is wdth the greatest pride and satisfaction that I receive from the Honour- 
able Court this testimony of llieir approbation of my conduct ; and, with this v('ry 
Sw'ord, [holding it up] 1 hope soon to aid in reducing our implacable and iiiveleriite 
Enemy to proiier and due limits; without which, this Country can neither hope for, 
nor expect a solid, honourable, and permanent I’eace."] 

Dover Street, November 18th, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

Many thanks for your kind letter. Your son deserved 
more than I could give him : he ought to have been Post, and 
would long since, had I retained the command. He will do 
me and the [Service] credit in whatever situation he is jdaccd. 
Excuse this short line, and with my best compliments to Mrs. 
Ilostc, believe me, your most obedient servant. 

Nelson of the Nile. 


TO MRS. SUCKLING. 

[From “The Athcnceuin.’*] 

My dear Madam, Novemher isth, noo. 

It is my full intention to come to you some morning very 
soon, of which I will give you notice. I regret exceedingly 
not having had the pleasure of seeing you; but my time 
hitherto has not been my own, I beg my best respects to 
Miss Kuriibey ; and believe me e^cr, your obliged. 

Nelson of 'fhe Nile. 

I congratulate you and the family on the good sale of the 
Suffolk estate. 
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TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., ROSSIE CASTLE, NORTH BRITAIN. 

[Copy, ill the Nelson Papers. On the 20th of November, Lord Nelson took his 
Seat ill the House of Lords. lie was introduced in his Robes between Lord.s 
Grenville and Romney, with the usual formalities, and “ was placed in his due place 
next below the Lord Seaforth.”— Jifiuriml of the House of Lords ^ vol. xlii. p. 001.] 


London, November 21st, 1800. 

My dear Ross, 

The remembrance of all your goodness to me is, perhaps, 
stronger engraved on my mind, at this moment, than at any 
former period, because I have seldom seen such true kindness, 
as you have for years shown me. I promise never to visit 
Scotland, without coining to you. Mrs. Parish and her sons 
were truly kind to us, and we regretted leaving our friends 
at Hamburgh. This place of London but ill suits my dis- 
position. However, till the war is finished, I shall not be 
much from my proper element. The St. Josef* is to be my 
Flag-ship. You must excuse a short letter, but believe that 
I am, as ever, your obliged and affectionate friend. 

Nelson. 

I beg my best compliments to Mrs. Parish, and Lady N. 
joins me in the same to Mrs. Ross. 


TO CAPTAIN Sill EDWARD BERRY. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

December Tith, 1800. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

Many thanks for your letter : you know how I am fixed 
with Hardy, who could not get a Ship. I wrote immediately 
to Lord Spencer, who says, that if the Princess Charlotte ** is 
good, you have a fair chance for her, and that he shall be 
happy to show his regard for you. Therefore, I write this 

* Which he had captured at the Battle of St. Vincent.- He did not, however, 
boist his Flag until the 17th of .Tauuory, 1801. 

® Note by Sir Edward Berry:— “Lord Spencer ordered the Princess Charlotte to 
lie repaired : when I had her nearly ready, I was superseded by F. Gardner (a 
senior Officer), and appointed to the Ruby by Lord St. Vincent or Sir Thomas 
Troubridge.” 
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scrawl to say how you stand. I hope we shall serve together, 
and mine will not, I hope, be an inactive service. My dear 
Sir Edward, your faithful servant, 

Nelson. 

P.S. — The Duke of Clarence spoke much of you this day. 


TO THE REV. ROBERT ROLFE,® SAHAM, WATTON, NORFOLK. 


[Aulograpli in the possession of the Reverend Robert Rolfe. Lord Nelson, nc 
companied hy Sir Williivni and Lady Hamilton, visited Mr. Beckford, at Fonthill, 
on the 20lh of December. An account of his reception by the Corporation of Salis- 
biny, of the festivities to his honour, and of his interview with some sailors who 
had served under him at Teneriflfe and the Nile, will be found in the GentlvmatCi^ 
Mmjuz’ine. vol. Ixxi. pp. JiOO, 297.] 


December 10th, 1800. 

My dear Sir, 

Believe me it has not proceeded from inattention or want 
of regard that I have not answered your truly kind letter, on 
my first arrival ; but the goodness of my friends has excused 
me, and amongst the foremost of them I hope you will ever 
stand. As I am preparing for new services, and under my loss 
of a hand, you must forgive my writing so short a letter, and 
with my best compliments to Mrs. Rolfe, your good mother 
and sister, believe me, as ever, your affectionate cousin, 

Nelson. 


TO JOHN LOCKER, ESQ. 

[From a Copy in the possession of Fidward Hawke Locker, Esq.] 

27 th December, 1800 

My dear John, 

From my heart do I condole with you on the great and 
irreparable loss we have all sustained in the death of your 
dear, worthy Father^ — a man whom to know was to love, and 

® His first cousin, whom he appointed his Domestic Chaplain on the (Uli of lol'’ 
ISOl — namely, son of the Reverend Robert Rolfe, Rector of Hilborough, liy Alice 
Nelson, (vide vol. i. pp. 17, 18.) Mr. Rolfe is still living. 

’ His old liiend and Commander, ComAodore William Locker, LieutcJifnA- 
Governor of Greenwich Hospital, who died on the 20th of December, IdOO, 
seventy, and was burled at Addington in Kent, 
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those who only heard of hin\ honoured. The greatest con- 
solation to us, his friends who remain, is, that he has left a 
character for honour and honesty which none can surpass, and 
veiy, very few attain. That the posterity of the righteous 
will prosper we are taught to believe ; and on no occasion can 
it be more truly verified than from my dear much lamented 
friend ; and that it may be realized in you, and your sister, 
and brothers, is the fervent prayer of, my dear John, your 
afflicted friend. 

Nelson. 


TO JOHN liOCKER, ESQ, 

[From a Copy in tlie posse.ssion of Edward llawke Locker, Esq.] 

December 29tli, 1800. 

My dear John, 

I will most assuredly attend the remains of your dear Father 
in the way and time you may fix. I shall attend in my own 
carriage. Ever yours most faithfully, 

Nelson. 


TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL SUCKLING. 

[From tlie “ Athenfeuni.” The date is not given, but it was probably written 
towjuds the end of 1800, soon after Lord Nelson’s return to Englnnd.] 

My dear Suckling, 

I deferred answering your truly interesting letter, till I 
could sec a little into my affairs, and, on your account, I am 
sorry to say, that I find myself in debt to my Agents ; however, 
I can find money’s worth to pay them, and I hope to be able 
soon to advance you 300Z. As to getting a place, you must 
see I can neither do it for my father or brothers; but do 
you cheer up, and don’t be cast down. Sensible men will not 
value you the less for not being at this moment rich ; and you 
may, my dear Suckling, always rely on all the kindness in my 
power to show you, not only on your own account, but from 
my real affection to your dear good father, and believe me 
ever your affectionate. 

Nelson. 

Cotnplimenta to Mrs. Suckling. 



272 


LETTERS. 


[180L 


TO jSlHS. S15CKLTNG. 

[From “ Tlie Atheiiajum.” On tlie 1st of January, 1801, in a general promotion 
of Admirals, Lord Nelson was made a Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and he hoisted his 
Flag in the St. Josef, nt Plymouth, on the 17th of that mouth, having Captain 
Hardy as his Captain, in the Channel Fleet, under Admiral the FiUrl of St. 
Vincent. The “Naval Chronicle,” (vol. v. p. 94,) states, that when Lord Nelson’s 
Flag was hoisted, it was “ cheered hy the whole Fleet.”] 

[Post-mark, 7th January, 1801.] 

My dear Madam^ 

I am truly concerned that it has not been in my power to 
come and see you at Hampstead ; but the days have been so 
short, and I have been so pressed for time, that this must plead 
my excuse; and I am just on the eve of going to Portsmouth, 
therefore I fear it will be the Spring before I can do myself 
that pleasure. I rejoice that the estates have sold so well, and 
as Mr. Hume® tells me that I have given him full authority to 
do the needful, it is not necessary for me to act beyond what 
I have done. Respecting the legacy left by my dear Uncle, 
I have to request you will pay it to Mrs. William Nelson, who 
is now with my brother, at No. 6, Stafford Street, Dover 
Street, and her receipt shall be a full discharge. I beg my 
compliments to Miss Rumsey, and that you will ever believe 
me your obliged servant. 

Nelson, 


TO J.ADY NELSON. 

[From Clarke and ]\[‘Arlliur, vol. ii. p. ‘i.’iO. After much unoasiness and recriisii 
nation on kolli sides, I.ord Nelson took Lis final leave of Lady Nelson on the LJtii 
of January, and soon after left London for Plymouth. On (juitting her, lif 
emphatically said, “I call Clod to witness there is nothing in yon or yoiir coiulucl 
I wish otherwise.” He was accompanied to Southampton by his brother, tiif 
Bevereud William Nelson, and from that place wrote the following Note;] 

Southampton, 18tL January, 3801. 

My dear Fanny, 

We are arrived, and heartily tired ; and with kindest 
regards to my father and all the family, believe me your affec- 
tionate 

Nelson. 


Co-executor with himself to his uncle, Mr. Suckling. Vide vol. iii. p. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ISQ.. ADMIRALTY, 

[Letter-Book.] 

San Josef, Plymouth, 17 th January, 1801. 

Sir, 

I beg you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, that I have this day hoisted my 
Flag on board his Majesty’s Ship San Josef, in obedience to 
their order of the 9th instant. 

I have to request that their Lordships will not consider my 
necessary coming from Italy as a dereliction of the service, 
but only a remove from the Mediterranean to the Channel 
Fleet, and that, therefore, they will be pleased to give di- 
rections for my being paid full pay up to the present day.^ I 
am, &c.. 

Nelson. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possesHion of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

January 17th, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

My Flag is up on board the San Josef, and Wednesday 
next I have fixed for her going to Cawsand Bay, where, as 
she must be two days or three, she shall be finished by the 
joiners, who have not yet begun my cabin ; but I shall live in 
Hardy’s. I have to thank you for your note ; and, as I had 
just finished our conversation about the Baltic, I enclosed [it] 
to him.^ I beg my most respectful compliments to Lady St. 
Vincent, Mrs. Cary,® and all your happy party ; and believe 
me, my dear Lord, your obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson. 

" I have received the inclosed from a brother Freeman of 
Exeter. If the application is truoy I am sure you will feel 
what is proper* 

* He was iuforracd that his request could not he complied \Nith. 

* Earl Spencer. ' 

Lord St. Vincent appears to have been then on a visit to George Cary, Esq., at 
Tor Abbey, near Dartmouth. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE EARL SPENCER, K.G. 

[From a Copy in the possession of the Bight Honourable John Wilson Croker.] 

Plymouth Dock, 17th January, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I was with Lord St, Vincent yesterday, when Sir Hyde 
Parker’s letter arrived, announcing his appointment to the 
North Sea command. This naturally led to a confidential 
communication as to my views and present situation, and he 
gave me leave to tell you our conversation. Next to getting 
a command which I was a candidate for, whenever Lord 
Keith gave up his, of course my pleasure would have been to 
serve under him, but that circumstances had so altered since 
my arrival, that it was almost certain I should go to the Baltic ; 
and I related our communication on this subject. The Earl 
was very handsome to me, and hoped that, by a temporary 
absence of a few months, I should not lose my San Josef^ the 
finest Ship in the world ; and only one voice points out the 
Formidable as the Ship fittest for me, for real and active ser- 
vice, I told him the King’s desire about Captain Grindall,^ 
to which he desired me to say, as his opinion, that Captain G. 
could suffer no inconvenience in keeping the San Josef in 
order, till my return, or some new arrangement takes place. 
He mentioned several other Ships, degrees below the For- 
midable, but entreated I would not go in the Windsor Castle; 
that she was such a leewardly Ship, that he knew she would 
break my heart ; for that I should often be forced to anchor 
on a lee shore, and never could lead a Division in a narrow 
Sea, like the Baltic. Having related this conversation, I 
shall leave the subject, as far as relates to myself. It naturally 
enlarged on the best means of destroying the Danes, &c., 
&c., and I found him clearly of opinion that 10,000 troops 
ought to be embarked, to get at the Danish Arsenal, I told 
him this matter had been canvassed with your Lordship, but 
the difficulty was, where to find such a General as was fit for 
the service, to which he, of course, was forced to acquiesce ; 
but General Simcoe seemed the only man. 

• 

* Afterwards Vice-Admiral Sir Richard Grindall, who commanded the 

Prince at Trafalgar, and died in May, 1820. 
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Having stated this conversation, I have only to add, what 
you, my dear Lord, are fully satisfied of, that the service of 
my King and Country is the object nearest my heart ; and 
that a First-Rate, or Sloop of War, is a matter of perfect in- 
difference to your most faithful and obliged 

Nelson. 

The San Josef, as far as relates to Captain Hardy, is ready 
for sea, but the Dock-yard have not done with her. My 
cabin is not yet finished, of course — nor even painted ; but 
that I do not care about: I shall live in Captain Hardy’s. 
My wish is to get her to Torbay, and, in seven days along- 
side the Ville de Paris. She will be perfection, and I leave 
myself to your friendship. 

The note from Lord St. Vincent is this moment arrived. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.I3. 

[From Tucker’s Memoirs of Earl St. Vincent, vol. ii. ji. 172.] 

riymoiith Dock, January 20tli, 1801. 

May this day, my dear Lord, which I am told is your birth- 
day,® come round as often as life is comfortable, and may 
your days be comfortable for many, many years. Almost 
my only ungratified wish is, to see you alongside the 
French Admiral, and myself supporting you in the San 
Josef. We may be beat, but I am confident the world 
will believe we could not help it. I called on Troubridge’s 
sister this day, and I find I have given great offence in not 
going to the Long Room last night ; but my promise is solemnly 
made not to go to an Assembly till a Peace. The people in 
the Yard did not believe that I wished to get to sea till the 
winter was worn more away, and now all are bustle. I hope 
five cables will be on board this night, and I have borrow^ed 
the St, George’s messenger and stern cable. My cabin was 
finished yesterday, but I shall get into Hardy’s. There are 
no orders for completing the Ship, or for his movements. To- 


® Lord St, Vincent was born on the ninth of January, 17{3i, old style, which 
became the twentieth on the alteration of the Calendar, in 1752. 
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morrow morning will produce them. With every kind wish 
to Lady St. Vincent, Mrs. Cary, and all your cheerful party, 
believe me ever, my dear Lord, your obliged and affec- 
tionate, Nelson. 

_ -- - 

TO SIR EDWARD BERRY, KENSINGTON. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Lady Ben-y. On the 21st of Jauuaiy, Lord 
Nelson arrived at Exeter from Plymouth, on his way to Tor Abbey, to meet Lord 
St. Vincent. H« was received in that City with every mark of honour, and the Mayor 
and Corporation conferred upon him its Freedom, which appears (vide p. 270) 
to have been voted to him some time before. In reply to a complimentary 
address fjom the Recorder, Lord Nelson said, “Whatever merit may have heen 
attributed to bim in the Action of the Nile, it was only for having executed the 
orders intrusted to him; that those orders came to him from his Commander-in - 
Chief who had received them from the Lords of the Admiralty. They were very 
concise : it was to take, burn, sink, and destroy the Fi ench Fleet wherever he 
should meet them, and he had only been the instrument employed to effect this 
service.” He assured those around him, from his own knowledge, “ that to this 
war, however burdensome it may have been considered, we owed the blessings we 
now experienced, in the enjoyment of our liberties, laws, and religion; niid, 
although we might at one day hope to be at peace with France, ue must ever be at 
war with French principles.” 

On the 24.th of January, the Corporation of riyinoutli likewise voted Lord 
Nelson tlie Freedom of their Borough in a silver Box.] 

San Josef, Cawsaud Bay, January 2Cth, 1801. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

I yesterday received your kind letter of the 20tli, and I beg, 
if you think the £200 is enough for poor dear Miller’s® motiu- 
inent,^ that you will direct Flaxman to instantly proceed about 

* Captain Miller, who was blo^vn up in the Theseus. Vide vol. ii. p. 400. 

’ Sir Edward Berry wrote, on the 2ftth of March, the following Note to Sir 
Thomas Trouhridge on this subject : — 

“ Princess Charlotte, Woolwich, 28th Marcli, 1801. 

“ Dear Sir Thomas, — Amongst the many reflections that can possibly occur, that 
of remembering our old and dear friend stands foremost ; and truly happy 1 am to 
lu^ar you and Lord St. Vincent approve of the monument for our late dear coadjutor 
Miller — a man whom we knew, and there was but one opinion of him. £500 will by 
no means be too much, if the Captains of the 14th of February subscribe, and tho?e 
of Sir Sidney Smith; and my opinion is, they ought to have that honour, hnt none but 
brother oflicers ; and I would not even allow Davison to subscribe, but that you will 
be a better judge of Sir James and Sir Thomas Thompson are the only subscribers 
Tknow of, tboiigh no doubt can be entertained of all hands, nem. con. I have cor- 
responded with the Dean cf St. Patil’s on the subject, who is very polite, and will 
do wlmt i • proper on the occasion. Flaxman the artist, and in him we may all 
trust. I want to get the precise date, and a few other documents, and then we con 
form an inscription. Of course our aim must be simplicity. Truth needs no orna- 
ment; Miller requires none, himself was all — E, 
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it, and as far as that sum, if no one subscribes, I will be 
answerable. If those of the 14th February® are to be allowed 
the honour of subscribing, I then think we ought to subscribe 
£500 — a less sum would not be proper for such a body. Pray 
let me know the intended subscription, for we must take care 
not to say too much, or too little. The language must be 
plain, as if flowing from the heart of one of us Sailors who 
have fought with him. Whatever you arrange in this matter, 
I shall agree to. If our friend Davison will receive the sub- 
scription, and take the matter in hand, it can be nowhere so 
wtU placed. I am truly concerned about Mr. Fellowes,® but 
what can I do ? I have signed every paper for the victualling 
those men wdiich he says stop his accounts, and have told him 
that as Lord Hood and myself were then in London, we could 
clear him of any blame for victualling men by our order. I 
will with pleasure do anything I am desired ; I would lend 
him money, but in truth I have it not. 

As far as we can judge of the San Josef^ she will answer all 
our expectations. She is ready this moment to go alongside 
the finest Ship out of France ; and on such a happy occasion 
I can assure you that there is not that man in the service I 
would sooner select as my second than yourself My brother 
is with me, and joins in best respects to Mrs. Godfrey, Lady 
Berry, and all your family, and believe me as ever, your most 
sincere friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO REAU-AD.MIRAL ( OLLINGWOOD. 

[Autograph, in tlic possession of the lion. Mrs. Newnham Colliiigwooil. Athnirnl 
Collingwood'a Flag, ns Hear Adini nil of the Knl, was flying on hoard the Rarfleur 08. 
He was hourly expecting Mrs. Collingwood at I’lyiuonth, when orders arrived 
, for liim to proceed iininedintely to Torhny. 'riiey met, however, for a few hours, lujd 
in ft letter to Mr. Bhxchett, his fiitlicr-in law, on the 0th of Fehrnnrv, Adiuinil Colling- 
wood said : 

“ Sarah will have told yon how and when we met. It was n joy to ine that I can 
not describe, and repaid me, short as our interview wjia, for a world of woe which I 
was suHhiiug ou her account. I liacl been reckoning on the possibility of her 
ftuival tliat Tuesday, when about two o’clock 1 received an express to go to sea ini- 


* The Captains who were at the Battle of St. Vincent. 

Mr, Thomas Fellowes, who was Purser of the Agamemuou iu 171)3. Vide 
vol. i. pp, 300 ^ post* 
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mediately, with all the Ships that were ready \ end had we not been then engaged at 
a Court-Martial, I might have got out that day ; but this business delayed me till 
iieai* night, and I determined to wait on shore until eight o’clock, for the chance of 
their arrival. I went to dine with Lord Nelson, and while wc were at dinner their 
lUTival was announced to me. 1 flew to the inn where I had desired my wife to 
come, and found her and little Sarah os well after their journey as if it had lasted 
only for the day. No gi-eater happiness is human nature capable of than was mine 
that evening, but at dawn we parted, and I went to sea .” — Memoirs of Lord Colling- 
woody vol. i. p. 111. 

The following allusion to Lord Nelson, in a letter from Admiral Collingwood to 
Mr. Blackett, dated on the ‘-loth of January, is remarkable : — “ Lord Nelson is here, 
and I think he will probably come and live with me when the weather will allow him ; 
hut he docs not get in and out of Ships well with one arm. He gave me an account 
of his reception at Court, which was not very flattering, after having been the adora- 
tion of that of Naples. His Majesty merely asked him if he had recovered his 

health; and then, without waiting for an answer, turned to General , and talked 

to him near half an hour in great good humour. It could not be about his 
successes'* — Memoirs of Lord CoUhitju'oodj vol. i. p. 110.] 


Tuesday, [ii7th January, IbOL] 


My dear Friend, 

I truly feel for you, and as much for dear Mrs. Colling- 
wood. IIow sorry I am 1 For Heaven’s sake do not think I 
had the gift of foresight ; but something told me so it would 
be. Can’t you contrive and stay to-night ? it will be a com- 
fort, if only to sec your family one hour. Therefore had you 
not better stay on shore, and wait for her ? Ever, my dear 
Collingwood, believe me, your affectionate and faithful friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


If they would have manned me, and sent me off, it would 
have been real pleasure to me. How cross are the fates ! 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sun Josef, PljTuoulli, 28th Jonuorjs 1801. 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of their Lordships’ order 
of the 26th instant, directing me to put myself under the 
command of Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent. I am, &c., 

NELSONi 
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TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton/* vol. i. p. 20.] 

January 28th, 1801. 

What a fool I was, my dear Lady Hamilton, to direct that 
your cheering letters should be directed for Brixham I I feel, 
this day, truly miserable, in not having them; and, I fear, 
they will not come till to-morrow’s post. What a blockhead, 
to believe any person is so active as myself! I have this 
day got my orders, to put myself under Lord St. Vincent’s 
command ; but, as no order is arrived to man the Ship, it must 
be Friday night, or Saturday morning, before she can sail for 
Torbay. Direct my letters, now, to Brixham. My eye is 
very bad.' I have had the Physician of the Fleet to examine 
it. He has directed me not to write, (and yet I am forced 
this day to write Lord Spencer, St. Vincent, Davison, about 
my law-suit, Troubridge, Mr. Locker, &c., but you are the 
only female I wHte to ;) not to eat anything but the most 
simple food ; not to touch wine or porter ; to sit in a dark 
room ; to have green shades for my eyes — (will you, my dear 
friend, make me one or two? — nobody else shall;) — and to 
bathe them in cold water every hour. I fear, it is the 
writing has brought on this complaint. My eye is like 
blood ; and the film so extended, that I only see from the 
corner farthest from my nose. What a fuss about my com- 
plaints 1 But, being so far from my sincere friends, I have 
leisure to brood over them. 

I have this moment seen Mrs. Thompson’s friend. Poor 
fellow ! he seems very uneasy and melancholy. He begs you 
to be kind to her ! and I have assured him of your readiness 
to relieve the dear, good woman ; and believe me, for ever, 
my dear Lady, your faithful, attached, and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I will try and write the Duke® a line* My brother intended 
to have gone off to-morrow afternoon : but this half order may 
stop him. 

* While at Plymouth, Lord Nelson suffered severely from ophthalmia in his only 
remaiuing eye, with acute pain and want of sight. He waa attended by Dr. Trotter, 
Physician of the Fleet, who soon effected his recovery. 

Apparently the Duke of Hamilton. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST, VINCENT, K.13. 

COMMA NDER-IN-CHIEF. 

[Original, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B., 
and Letter Book. On the 28tli of Jamiai’y, Lord Nelson informed the Earl of St. 
Vincent that he had received the directions of the Admiralty to place himself under 
lii.s command.] 

San Josef, Plymouth, 29th January, 1801. 

My liOrd, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord- 
ship’s two orders of yesterday’s date (together with the several 
documents which accompanied them) directing me to put my- 
self under your command, and as soon as his Majesty’s Ship 
San Josef sliall be in all respects ready for sea, to proceed in 
her to Torbay. I have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson. 

[Added by Lord Nelson, in hi.s own hand.] 

P.S. — The San Josef is directed to be manned with ordinary 
and landsmen. If they can be got on board in this gale, and 
the weather will permit the Commissioner to pay them to- 
morrow, she shall sail on Saturday. N, 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., ROSSIE CASTLE, N. B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of his son, Horatio Ross, Esq.] 

San Josef, Plymouth, January 29th, 18(»1. 

My dear Friend, 

It was only yesterday I was favoured with y^our letter, 
enclosing one for your nephew. Captain Colquhoun. There 
is not the smallest foundation for the report of ray going to 
the Mediterranean, nor of Lord Keith’s coming home at pre- 
sent. I rather believe my destination is Northwards ; but I 
will keep your letter, in case I should go to the Mediterranean, 
which is not impossible, after the affairs of the North are 
settled. In that case you may be sure of my attention to 
your relation. 

We are now arrived at that period, what we have often 
heard of, but must now execute — thfe of fighting for our dear 
Country ; and I trust that, although we may not be able to 
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subdue our host of Enemies, yet we may make them ashamed 
of themselves, and prove that they cannot injure us. With 
every good wish to yourself and Mrs. Ross, believe me, as 
ever, your obliged and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL HIE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograi>li, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

San Josef, January 30th, [1801,] 8 p.m. 

My Lord, 

The Thames is anchored with a French Corvette^ from the 
Mauritius, and Captain Lukiii,^ this evening, off the Ram-head, 
found the dispatches sent herewith, concealed in the false 
bottom of a trunk belonging to the Officer who was charged 
with them, and I have thought them of so much consequence 
that I have sent Captain Parker to your Lordship with them. 

I opened the three noted, in order to ascertain their import- 
ance. 

It was not Captain Lukin’s intention, but the day was gone, 
and having 157 prisoners on board, and blowing fresh, he 
thought it proper to anchor, which I approved. The Ship 
having been at sea a length of time, is in some want of sails 
and provisions, and, also, her payment is due ; but Captain 
Lukin says he is sure he can go to sea without any difficulty 
the moment he receives your Lordship’s orders. I do not 
find that either Unicorn or Diamond are sailed, although Sir 
C. Cotton® tells me he has urged them to move. The Thames 
passed last evening, at dusk, our in-shore Squadron, and at 
ten o’clock. Sir H. Harvey,® ten miles from Ushanl, who 
spoke the Canada three days ago. I have the honour to 
'be, &c. 

Nelson. 

• 1/ Huron, of 20 guns and 70 men, captured off Bordeaux. 

* Captain William Lukin. He died a Hear- Admiral of the White, in 1823 or 
1824. 

® Hear, afterwards Admiral, Sir Charles Cotton, Bart. : he died in Februaiw 1812. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Henry Harvey, K.B*, who died a full Admiral in December 
1810, 



282 


LETTERS. 


[1801. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON.' 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

San Josef, Torbay, February 2iid, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

During my short stay at Plymouth, I had great pleasure in 
making the acquaintance of General Simcoe, who I consider 
as a very enterprising and able Officer. No man appears to 
have more zeal for the honour of his Country than the General, 
and I find that he has turned his thoughts very much to the 
Island of Zealand, and the fortifications of Copenhagen ; but 
this was a subject I could not then enter upon with him, not 
feeling myself at liberty to say I was likely to be employed. 
I own I think much useful knowledge might be obtained from 
the General, were he properly consulted, but I beg my name 
may not escape you, as it may be thought it is no business of 
mine, and it is true, further than an anxiety for the success of 
our Expedition, which I shall hope will always be the nearest 
and dearest object to the heart of, my dear Sir, your most 
obliged and grateful 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

San Josef, February 4th, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I return you many thanks for your French news. I can 
only hope, but, as far as I know, I see no prospect of any of 
your Fleet falling in with them ; for, on Friday, they certainly 
knew nothing about their having sailed. I wonder Captain 
Linzee did not try and give them some information. The 

’ Mr. Addington received the King’s commands to form a new Administration, 
the 31st of January 1801, and consented to do so on the 5th of Februai’v; 
owing to his Majesty’s illness, the Ministers did not actually take Office until tlic 
14th of March. Mr. Addington became First Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; and the Earl of S't. Vincent succeeded Earl Spencer as First Lord 
of the Admiralty, the other Members of the iftard being. Sir Philip Stephens, the 
Hon. W illiam Eliot, Captain Sir Thomas Troubridge, James Adams, Esq., Captain 
John Markham, and William Oarthshore, Esq. 
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first morning it moderates, I shall have pleasure in paying you 
my respects, and assuring you, in person, how much I am 
your attached. 

Nelson. 


TO LIEOTENANT M. W. SUCKLING, R.N. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Samuel Simpson, Esq., of Lancaster.] 

San Josef, Torhay, Fehruory 5tli, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Although I am going from the San Josef into the St. 
George, yet 1 will take your friend’s son, with much pleasure, 
whenever he is sent. You know, as well as I do, that it was 
Love made you leave me, and naturally others stepped in and 
supplied your place. Why the Tonnant[?] was not in Holland, 
or why she may not go to the Baltic with Sir Hyde Parker, 
I am unacquainted with ; nor do I believe, if you w^ere so 
inclined, that I have interest to get you there, for not one 
favour has to my knowledge been granted me since I came 
to England, and you may believe me, when I cannot get 
Nisbet [?] a Ship, or my elder brother removed from being 
a Clerk in the Navy Office. With my best respects to Mrs. 
Suckling, and all my friends about you, believe me, as ever, 
your sincere friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MRS. COLLING WOOD. 

[Autograph, In the possession of the Hon. Mrs. Newnham Collin gwood.] 

San Josef, Torbay, February 8th, 1801. 

My dear Madam, 

Collingwood, I dare say, has found an opportunity to tell 
you that he is ordered to Cawsand Bay. K he has not, such 
are the orders at present, but you must never be sure of any 
orders continuing in force, for circumstances may, and often 
do, alter in one moment, I own I should have sent my 
friend after the French Squadron, because I think him much 
fitter than the one* sent, and I do not believe there are 

® Rear-Admiral Colder, in the Prince of Wales, with seven Sail of the Line and 
two frigates, was sent in quest of Reio^Admiral GanUieaume's Squadron, which 
had escaped from Brest, 
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two opinions on the subject. Hoping you may soon see my 
dear friend, believe me, my dear Madam, your very faithful 
servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson s Letters to Lady Hamilton,” vol. i. p. 23.] 

San Josef, February 8tli, 1801. 

My dear Lady, 

Mr. Davison demands the privilege of carrying back an 
answer to your kind letter ; and, I am sure, he will be very 
punctual in the delivery. I am not in very good spirits ; and, 
except that our Country demands all our services and abilities, 
to bring about an hfonourable Peace, nothing should prevent 
ray being the bearer of my own letter. But, my dear friend, 
I know you are so true and loyal an Englishwoman, that 
you would hate those who would not stand forth in defence of 
our King, Laws, Religion, and all that is dear to us. It is 
your sex that make us go forth ; and seem to tell us — ‘ None 
but the brave deserve the fair!’ and, if we fall, wc still live in 
the hearts of those females, who are dear to us. It is your 
sex that rewards us ; it is your sex who cherish our memories ; 
and you, my dear, honoured friend, are, believe me, the 
the best of your sex. I have been the world around, and in 
every corner of it, and never yet saw your equal, or even one 
which could be put in comparison with you. You know how 
to reward virtue, honour, and courage ; and never to ask if it 
is placed in a Prince, Duke, Lord, or Peasant : and I hope, 
one day, to see you in peace, before I set out for BronteS 
which I am resolved to do. 

Darbys is one of the Ships^ sent out after the French 
Squadron; I shall, therefore, give the print to Hardy. I 
think, they might come by the mail-coach, as a parcel, 
wrapped up round a stick ; any print shop will give you one : 
and direct it as my letters. The coach stops, for parcels, at 
the White Bear, I believe, Piccadilly. Pray, have you got 
any picture Iroin Mrs. Head’s? Iliope Mr. Brydon has cxe- 


• Captain Henry D’Esterro Darby, who commanded the Bellerophon at the 
Nile; he was then Captain of the Spencer. Vide vol. iii. p. 00, 
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cuted the frames to your satisfaction ; the bill he is directed to 
send to me. Only tell me, how I can be useful to you and 
Sir William ; and believe, nothing could give me more plea- 
sure, being, with the greatest truth, my dear Lady, your most 
obliged and affectionate friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I am told, the moment St. George arrives, that I am to be 
tumbled out of this Ship, as the Ville de Paris is going to 
Plymouth, to be paid, and the Earl will hoist his Flag here : 
and if I am as fortunate in getting a fresh painted cabin, (which 
is probable,) I shall be knocked up. At all events, I shall be 
made very uncomfortable by this hurry. It has been Very 
good and friendly of Mr. Davison to travel upwards of two 
hundred miles to make me a visit. I rather think the great 
Earl will not much like his not having called on him, but 
his manner of speaking of Mr. Davison, for his friendship 
to me, in the matter of the law-suit. Lord St. Vincent states 
to my solicitors as offensive to him. Why should it ? only 
that Mr. Davison wishes that I should have justice done me, 
and not to be overpowered by weight of interest and money. 
Once more, God bless you and Sir William. 

N. &B. 

Sir Isaac Heard has gazetted Troubridge’s, Hood, &c.*s 
honours, but has not gazetted mine and he has the King’s 
orders for mine as much as the others. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL HOLLOWAY. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of his son-in-law, Admiral Sir Robert Otway 
Bart., G.C.B.] 

San Josef, February 11th, 1801. 

My dear Holloway, 

This moment brought me your letter of the 9th^ which is 
the only one 1 have received from you since my arrival, although 
if I had had the pleasui'e it is probable it would have been 

* To accept and wear the Cross of Knight Commander of the Order of St. Fer- 
dinand and Merit, conferred upon them by the King of the Two Sicilies. The King’s ^ 
permission to Lord Nelson to accept the Dukedom of Bronte, and to wear the Grand 
Cross of the Order of St. Ferdinand fund Merit, was not gazetted until the hth of 
September 1801, though the Royal Licence was granted in Jauuai*y of that year. 
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some days, perhaps weeks, unanswered, for I could not have 
got through the congratulations of my friends, but I always 
beg my friends to excuse my being so quick as those with two 
hands in replying ; but be assured, my dear Holloway, there is 
not that man in the service who respects you more than 
myself, or more grateful for the many kind favours ym have 
shown me on various occasions, and I assure you that if it 
ever should be in my power to do you a kind turn that 1 shall 
have real pleasure in doing it. You may depend on my notice 
of Mr. Lyons,® and I can answer that if he is proper to be 
rated, as I see he is, he will be continued ; but you know our 
Earl has taught us to be very particular in these respects. All 
the Lieutenants of the St. George are now in San Josef. I 
like the appearance of Mr. Parry very much, but I was, of 
course, full, and should have been so if I had twenty vacancies. 
I beg my best respects to Mrs. Holloway, and believe me ever, 
your sincere and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarko and M‘Artluir, vol. ii. p. 257.] 

12th February, 1801. 

My Flag is on board the St. George, but my person, owing 
to the heavy sea, cannot be conveyed from the St. Josef. You 
may rely, my dear Lord, that all your directions and wishes, 
if I can guess them, shall be complied with. Now you are on 
the spot, I trust you will have full scope for giving your opi- 
nions, as to the most proper mode of humbling our Enemies. 
You will never, I think, recommend an ignominious peace : 
no, let us be conquered, and not submit tamely to the fetters 
of the French Republic, or a wild Monarch of the North. I 
am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Mrs. Holloway’b nephew, and apparently the present Captain John Lyons, wlio 
wan a Midshipman of the Victory at TraMgar. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, 'vol. ii. p. 258.] 

16tli February, 1801. 

I feel all your kind. expressions, and in return I have only 
to assure you, that I never will ask you for what my judgment 
may tell me is an improper thing. My sole object, and to 
which all my exertions and abilities tend, is to bring this long 
war to an honourable termination ; to accomplish which, we 
must all pull in the collar, and, as we have got such a driver 
who will make the lazy ones pull as much as the willing, I 
doubt not but we shall get safely, speedily, and honourably to 
our journey’s end. With every kind wish, both as a friend 
and as an Englishman, for your Ministerial prosperity, 
believe me, as ever, my dear Lord, your obliged and affec- 
tionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VlNCENl’, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B. 
In consequence of the Northern Coalition, it had for some time been determined to 
scud a powerful Fleet into the Baltic, under Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, with Lord 
Nelson as Second in Command; and on the ITtli of Fehrunry ISOl, the Admiralty 
issued their orders to Lord Nelson “to put himself under the command of Sir Hyde 
Parker, Knight, Adminil of the Blue, and Commander-iii-Cliief of a Squadron of his 
Majesty’s Ships and Vessels, to he employed on a particular service.*’ On the 18th 
of February, he was directed to proceed in the St. George to Spiiheod, and remain 
there until further orders.] 

St. George, February 20th, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

Our friend Troubridge will tell you his opinion of the 
» present Acting-Captain of the San Josef. I have no doubt 
but that he may be a clever young [man] for a small [Vessel;] 
but if he stays in the San Josef a week longer, I believe she 
will be ruined : therefore, if Wolseley' is obliged to go on shore 
to attend bis||||||||jing wife, some proper person must be sent to 
the San JoseS^In my life I never saw such an alteration : I 

* Captain William Wolseley, afterwards an Admiral of the Red, Vide vol. i, 
p. 350, and passim* 
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should have been proud to have gone alongside anything in 
her a week ago, and now really I should hardly think her 
masts safe. This Ship has not been cleansed down below 
since last November, and Hardy cannot yet for two days 
have her fit for me to visit. I have been very ailing these 
two days — a violent cold, I fancy; and here I am neither 
wind or water-tight ; but she has a Ship’s Company which, 
Hardy tells me, will do, he is sure; and I take the Gliosfs word. 
I have the order to put myself under Sir Hyde’s command, 
but none from him yet to go to Portsmouth ; but I take for 
granted I shall have them to-morrow, and we shall be ready 
to start at the moment. Before we go to the North, I shall 
have to request either public or private leave for three days, 
to settle some very important matters for myself. Whether 
the service will admit of that absence on my arrival at Ports- 
mouth, or at a more convenient time during my stay, you 
must, my dear Lord, be the best judge ; and believe me ever 
your obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

If your Lordship do not take your Musicians on shore, I 
should be very happy to have ten or twelve of them, and will 
with pleasure pay them the same as you do. There are 
twenty-six. Grey* tells me, on board. 


TO THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AND COMMISSIONERS OF HIS 

majesty’s navy. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Torbay, JiOtli Febi'uai 7 , 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

Having hoisted my Flag on board the St. George, and find- 
ing her not fitted for a Flag, I request you will bo pleased to 
give the necessary directions for her being fitted as such on 
her arrival at Portsmouth, as she is now under weigh for that 
anchorage. The boats are not calculated for the service I am 
to be employed on. I have further to requeai. thev may be 
altered as 1 direct. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and urontb. 

* The Honourable Captain George Grey, aftei^wards Sir George Grey, Bart., K.C B., 
who died i« October 1828. 



^T. 42.] 


LETTERS. 


289 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

St. George, February 23rd, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

As I find that Sir James Saumarez has no orders but to 
proceed to Torbay, therefore, I have communicated to him 
the orders left with me, and have taken the liberty of recom- 
mending, after he has received his men from the San Josef^ 
and finding no orders then for his proceedings, to execute 
the orders left with me — viz., to join Sir H. Harvey off 
Ushant, which I hope you will approve — to merit which is 
always the inclination of, my dear Lord, your most affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

A letter from Clerk’s Waggon-office, desiring that the 
keys of your platc-chcst might be sent, in order to examine 
the contents ; and as no person here had the keys, I called on 
the Collector, who said they could not be sent without exami- 
nation ; for that, having permitted one of the King’s Sons’ 
baggage to go iinexamined, he had been reprimanded. I 
offered to pass my w'ord that you were sending up no smuggled 
goods ; but my word w^ould not pass current. I then asked to 
have the seal of the Custom-House put upon them, and that 
they might be directed to your house. No, they must go to 
the Custom-House : therefore, you must send to the Commis- 
sioners of the Customs, to have either a dispensing order for 
their coming from the Waggon-office to your house, or to have 
an Officer there to go through the form of an examination. I 
told Clerk’s people to write to you what was done, and the 
things will go to night, and be in London Wednesday night. 

Moiulay, Noon, St. George. 

1 o’clock, — Have just received your leave of absence, and 
shall sec you to-morrow. 


VOL. IV. 


u 
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TO THE REVEREND MR. NELSON, IIILBOROUGH. 


[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 


St. George, Fehruory 98th, 1801. 


My clear Brother, 

I have this moment your letter of February 25th, and have 
sent your letter, as it was, to Lord Eldon.* My stay in Town 
was so short, that you could not have arrived in time to see 
me. I expect to be at Yarmouth, Thursday or Friday. With 
best and kindest regards to Mrs. Nelson, and all friends, 
believe me, ever your affectionate brother. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Hardy, Parker desire their regards. I have a hundred 
sharp-shooters on board that fire so well, I am told, they can 
for Philipps right eye — say for Paul’s. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke aiul M^Artlmr, vol. ii. p. .QriS. Lord Nelson amved at Spitliead on 
the ‘Hst of February, and ou the SDrd, obtained leave of absence for three days to 
go to '['own. On the iidth, he was directed to embark (500 Troops, under lieu- 
tenant- (.'oloiiel the Honourable William Stewart, and bo was informed that Sir 
Hyde Parker having left I.ondon for Yarmoutb, be was to cause the Sliij)s destined 
for bis Squadron to proceed to that place. On the Und of Maircli, Lord Nelson 
sailed in the St. Ocorge from Portsmouth with seven Saiil of tJio Line, Frigates, 
and small Vessels, for the Downs, and .shortly after, arrived at Yarmouth, tie 
rendezvous of Sir Hyde Parker’s Squadron.] 

1st March, IHOl. 

The wind was yesterday at S.S.W., which has prevented 
Warrior, Defence, and Agincourt from sailing. Time,* my 
dear Lord, is our best Ally, and I hope wc shall not give liof 
up, as all our Allies have given us up. Our friend here is a 
little nervous about dark nights and fields of ice, but wc imist 
brace up ; these are not times for nervous systems. I 'vant 
Peace, which is only to be had through, I trust, our still 

* Then recently appointed Lord Chancellor. 

® Jiike all gre»il men. Nelson was deeply impressed with the value of fiun'. hi 
e..uvDrsat,ion with the lute (icneral Williimi 'J’wi.ss, Colonel Commandant of 
Hoyjh Engineers, Cord Nelson observed, “Time, Twiss — time is everylliiuf?! 
luinuiev makes the differenoe between a victory and a defeat.” — (From theiiithniJ»i' 
tion of W, E. Surtec.s, Esq.) 
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invincible Navy. I have not seen Captain Thesiger^ here, I 
shall receive him with much pleasure ; if he is still in Town 
pray send word to him to meet me in the Downs or Yar- 
mouth. I have written to Troubridgc relative to Miller’s 
monument. 

March 2nd, getting under sail. I am always happy when 
my conduct meets with your approbation, and whilst I remain 
in the service my utmost exertions shall be called forth : for 
altliough, I own, I have met with much more honours and 
rewards than ever my most sanguine ideas led me to expect, 
yet I am so circumstanced that probably this Expedition will 
be the last service ever performed by your obliged and affec- 
tionate friend. 

Nelson and Bronte,’* 


TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton,” vol. i. p. O’L] 

[Marc]., IHOL] 

You say, my dearest Friend, why don’t I put my Chief for- 
ward? lie has put me in the front of the battle, and Nelson 
will be first. I could say more ; but will not make you un- 
easy, knowing the firm friendship you have for me. The St. 
George will stamp an additional ray of glory to England’s 
fame, if Nelson survives ; and that Almighty Providence, who 
has hitherto protected me in all dangers, and covered my 
head in the day of battle, will still, if it be his pleasure, 

’ Captiiin Sir Frederick Thesiger, iiiiclc of Sir Frederick 'I’hesiger, Her INFajcsty's 
Altoruey-denenil. lie had served with such distinction, as a Captain in the Rus- 
sian Navy, against the Swedes, that he received the Cross of St. George from the 
’'Empress Catherine, '.riiis gallant Ofliccr, who was then only a Commander in our 
Navy, aeeompanied Lord Nelson to Copenliagen, as a V<dunteer, and is often hononr- 
uhly mentioned for his gallant conduct. He was Posted in lisOi, and died in 
August iHOo, being then Agent for Prisoners of AYar at Portsmouth. 

* In reply to this letter. Lord St. Vincent wrote to him : — “ Be assured, my dear 
Lord, that every puhViv act of yonv life Inis been the snhject of my admiration, 
winch I should have sooner dechu’ed, hut that 1 was appalled by the last sentence 
ot your letter ; for God's sake, do not suffer yourself to be carried away by any 
smlden impulse. With many thanks for the spur 5011 have given to the movement 
‘d the .Ships at Spithead, believe me to be yours mo.st all’ectioiiately, Sr. Vincent.” 
'-Chricc and McArthur, vol. ii. p. 2r.H. 

u 2 
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support and assist me. Keep me alive, in your and Sir 
William’s remembrance. My last thoughts will be with you 
both, for you love and esteem me. I judge your hearts by 
my owm. May the Great God of Heaven protect and bless 
you and him ! is the fervent* prayer of your and Sir William’s 
unalterable friend, till death, 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of Lady Berry.] 

St. George, Yarmouth, March 9th, 1801, 

My dear Berry, 

Last night I received your letter directed to Lothian’s 
hotel. Why won’t you come here for a day, and look at us ? 
As to the plan for pointing a gun truer than we do at present, 
if the person comes I shall of course look at it, and be happy, if’ 
necessary, to use it; but, I hope, we shall be able as usual to 
get so close to our Enemies that our shot cannot miss their 
object, and that wc shall again give our Northern Enemies 
that hail-storm of bullets which is so emphatically described 
in the Naval Chronicle, and which gives our dear (Country 
the Dominion of the Seas. Wc have it, and all the Devils in 
Hell cannot take it from us, if our Wooden walls liavc fair 
play. With my best respects to Doctor Ferster and all niy 
friends at Norwich, believe me ever, my dear Berry, your 
faithful and affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronti:. 


TO — PILLANS, ESQ., GRAND MASTER OF Till: ANCIENT OKOKK 
OF GREGORIANS. 

[Autograidi, in the possesssioii of W. F. Pnttesoii, Esq.] 

St. George, Yannouth, March 11th, 1801. 

Sir, 

On my arrival in England I received a letter from you ac- 
quainting me that the Ancient Order of Gregorians at 
Norwich had elected me a Member ; I have therefore, Sir, 
request that you will do me the favour to present to the 
Society ray thanks for the great honour they have been 
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pleased to confer upon me, and to assure them that my future 
exertions shall not be wanting to merit the continuance of 
their good opinion. I have the honour to be. Sir, with great 
respect, your most obedient and obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL HOOD, II.M. SHIP VENERABLE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Sir Alexander Hood, Bart.] 

St. George, March 13th, 1801. 

My dear Hood, 

Many thanks for your kind letter, and believe me there is 
not a man breathing that loves you more than myself. I am 

glad you have quitted that d d Courage ux ; she would 

have drowned you in chase of an Enemy’s Squadron. I have 
directed four Crosses® to be made, and they arc this day sent to 
Mr. Davison’s, I expect. I send 3^011 an order — JVo^ I have 
wrote to Davison to deliver it to Troubridge, who will send it 
you ; it is to be worn round 3’our neck like the Order of St. 
Anne. I send you a piece of Ribbon to suspend it by. We 
sail to-morrow for Yarmouth; I only hope Cornwallis® will 
meet the French Fleet, and that you will be in company. 
Ever, my dear Hood, your obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Al.EXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

fFrom Clarke and M‘Arthuv, vol. ii. p. 2")0. The Squadron sailed from Yar-* 
mouth on the l‘hh of March, and consisted of the London, Sir ll\de Parker, 
Kilt., Admiral of the Blue; First Captain,W'illiam Domett ; Second Captain, Robert 
Waller Otway; — St. George, HS, Lord Nehoii, K.B., Vice Admiral of the Bine; 
t aptain Thomas Mastennan Hardy; — Bellonn. 7 1, Capiain Sir Tiuimas Boiildcn 
Thompson; Defence, 7-:l, Captain l.ord lleury runlet ; Ganges, 74, Captain 
1 homas ITaneis Fremantle ; Monarch, 7 I, Captain .lames Robert Mosse ; Ramilies, 
‘•A, Captain James William Taylor Dixon; Rn‘'Sell, 74, Captain William Coming; 
Saturn, 74, Captain Robert liUmbert ; Warrior, 14, C'aptain Charles Tyler; Ardent, 
64, Captain Thomas Bertie : Agamemnon, (14, Captain Robert Deverenx Fanconrt ; 
Polyphemus, 64, Captain John Lawford ; Itaisoiialde, 04, Captain ,Tohn Dilkes; 
Veteran, 04, Captain Archibald Collingwood Dickson ; Glatton, Tvi, Captain William 

* Of the Order of St. Ferdinand and Merit. 

His old friend Admiral Cornwallis had succeeded the Earl of St. Vincent in the 
command of the Channel Fleet. 
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Bligli; Isis, 50, Cflpiaiu James Walker. Frigates: I)esir6c, 40, Captain Henry 
Inman ; Amazon, 08, Captain EJward Biou ; Blanche, 30, Captain Graham Eden 
Ilamoiid ; Alcmene, Captain Samuel Sutton ; Jamaica, IJO, Captain Jonas Bose ; 
Hytena, 30, Captain William Granger; Arrow, 30, Captain William Bolton ; Dart, 30, 
Captain John Ferris Devonshire; Pylades, 18, Captain James Boorder; Cruiser, 
Captain James Brisbane ; Harpy, 18, Captain William Birchall. Bomb-Vessels; 
Terror, 8, Captain Samuel Campbell Rowley; Volcano, 8, Captain J. Watson; Ex- 
plosion, 8, Captain J. Tl. Martin; Hecla, 8, Captain It. Hatherill; Zebra, 8, Cap- 
tain Edward Sneyd Clay; Sulphur, 8, Captain Heiidcr Whittcr; Discovery, 8, 
Captain John Conn. Fire-Ships: Otter, Captain George M‘Kinley ; and Zephyr, 
Captain C. Upton. Gun-Brigs : Biter, 12, Lieutenant Norman; Hasty, 12, Lieu- 
tenant W. Charlton; Blazer, 12, Lieutenant J. Tiller; Bruiser, 12, Lieutenant 
L. D. Bruce; 'Figress, 12, ; Force, 12, Lieutenant F. Tokely; 

Pelter, 12, Lieutenant J. Walsh; Teazer, 12, Lieutenant T. L. Robins; and 
Sparkler, 12, Lieutenant J. Stevens. Cutters: Fox, 12, Lieutenant R. Balfour; 
Hazard, (5, Thomas Marsh, ^Master. Schooner: Eling, 14, Lieuteiiaut W. Peake. 
Luggers : Rover, 14, Lieutenant J. J. Duffy; Lark, 11, Lieutenant J. IT. Wilson. 
The following Sliips soon after joined the Fleet: Defiance, 71, Thoma.s Graves, 
Esq., Rear Admiral of the White; Captain Richard Rctalick; Zealous, 71, Thomas 
Totty, Esq., Rear-Admiral of the Blue ; Captain Samuel Hood Liuzee ; Edgai*, 74, 
Captain George Murray; Elephant, 74, Captain Thomas Foley; Vengeance, 71, 
Captain George Duff; Brunswick, 74, Captain G. H. Stephen.s. 

Latitude 57® N., lOtli March, 1801. 

Our weather is very cold, we have received much snow and 
sharp frost. I have not yet seen my Commander- in- Chief, 
and have had no official communication whatever. All I have 
gathered of our first plans, I disapprove most exceedingly ; 
honour may arise from them, good cannot. I hear we arc 
likely to anchor outside Cronenburg Castle, instead of 
Copenhagen, wdiich would give weight to our negotiation : a 
Danish Minister would think twice before he would put his 
name to war with England, when the next moment he would 
probably see his Master’s Fleet in ffames, and his Capital in 
ruins ; but ^ out of sight out of mind,’ is an old saying. The 
Dane should sec our Flag waving every moment he lifted up 
his head. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR HYDE PARKER. 

[From Clarke and IvI‘Arthiir, vol. ii. p. 2.53. On the 1.5th of March, 1801, Oie 
Adrniraltv issue<l the following “ Secret” Orders to Sir Hyde Pai’ker : — 

The I light Honourable Henry Duiida.s, on^ of bis Majesty’s Principal Secre- 
taries of State, having, in bis letter of yesterday’s date, signified to us his 
pleasure that whether the discussion supposed to be now pending with the Cetirt 
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of Denmark sliould be terminated by an amicable aiTangement, or by actual hosti- 
lities, the Officer commanding the Fleet in the Baltic should, in either cose, (as soon 
as the Fleet can be withdrawn from before Copenhagen consistently with the attain- 
ment of one or the otlier of the objects for which he is now instructed to take that 
station,) proceed to Bevel; and if he sliould find the Division of the Biissiun Navy 
usually stationed at that Port, still there, to make an immediate and vigorous attack 
upon it, provided the measure should appear to him practicable, and such as in his 
judgment would afford a reasonable prospect of success in destroying the Arsenal, 
or in capturing or destroying the Ships, without exposing to too gi*eat a risk the 
Fleet under his command. 

“ And Mr. Dundas having further signified to us his Majesty’s pleasure that, 
consistently with tliis precaution, the said Officer should be authorized and directed 
to proceed successively, and as the season and other operations will permit, against 
Cronstadt, and in general by every means in his power to attack and endeavour to 
capture or destroy any {Ships of War or others belonging to llussia, wherever he 
can meet with them, and to annoy that Power as far os his means will admit, in every 
nninner not incompatible with the fair and acknowledged usages of war ; And that 
with respect to Sweden, should the Court of Stockholm persist in her hostile en- 
gagements with that of Petersburgh against this Country, tlic same general line of 
conduct as hath been stated >vith respect to the Ships and Ports of the latter, 
sliould govern the said Officer commanding the Fleet, in his proceedings against 
tliosc of Sweden; but that, in the contrary' supposition (conceived not to be impos- 
sible) of this Power relinquishing her iiresent hostile plans against the rights and 
interests of this Country, and of her renewing, either singly or in concert with Den- 
mark, her ancient engagements with his Majesty, it will in such case be the duty 
of the said Officer to afford to Sweden every protection in his power against the 
resentment and attacks of Russia ; and Mr. Dundas having also signified that his 
Majesty being no less desirous of bringing the existing dispute with Sweden to this 
latter issue, than he has showui himself so tlisposed with respect to Denmark, and 
upon the siune principles, it will therefore be requisite that the said Officer com 
mauding in the Baltic should make such a disposition of his force, as may appear 
best adapted to facilitate and give weight to the arrangement in question, provided 
it should be concluded with the Court of Denmark within the forty-eight hours 
allowed for this purpose, and the proposal of acceding to it wdiich w ill be made to 
that of Sweden should be eiitertjiiiicd by the latter, You are, iu pursuance of his 
IMajesty’s pleasure, signified as above mentioned, hereby required and directed to 
proceed, without a moment’s loss of time, into the Bjiltic, and to govern yourself 
under the different circumstances before stated to the best of your judgment and 
discretion, in the manner therein pointed out, transmitting from time to time to our 
Secretary', for our information, an account of your proceedings, and such informa- 
tion as you may conceive to be proper for our knowledge, (jiveii under our hands 
and seals, the 10th Moi’ch, 1801. St. Vincent, T. Troubridoe, J. Markham.’’ 
— Orujinnl.\ 

24th March, 1801. 

My dear Sir Hyde, 

Tlic conversation we had yesterday has naturally, from its 
importance, been the subject of my thoughts ; and the more I 
have reflected, the more I am confirmed in opinion, that not a 
moment should be lost in attacking the Enemy : they will 
every day and hour be stronger ; we never shall be so good a 
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match for them as at this moment. The only consideration in 
my mind is, how to get at them with the least risk to our 
Ships. By Mr. Vansittart’s* account, the Danes have taken 
every means in their power to prevent our getting to attack 
Copenhagen by the Passage of the Sound. Cronenburg has 
been strengthened, the Crown Islands fortified, on the outer- 
most of which arc twenty guns pointing mostly downwards, 
and only eight hundred yards from very formidable batteries 
placed under the Citadel, supported by five Sail of the Line, 
seven Floating batteries of fifty guns each, besides Small-craft, 
Gun-boats, &c. &c. ; and that the Revel Squadron of twelve 
or fourteen Sail of the Line are soon expected, as also five 
Sail of Swedes. It would appear by what you have told me 
of your instructions, that Government took for granted you 
would find no difficulty in getting off Copenhagen, and in 
the event of a failure of negotiation, you might instantly 
attack; and that there would be scarcely a doubt but the 
Danish Fleet would be destroyed, and the Capital made so 
hot that Denmark would listen to reason and its true interest. 
By Mr. Vansittart’s account, their state of preparation exceeds 
what he conceives our Government thought possible, and that 
the Danish Government is hostile to us in the greatest possible 
degree. Therefore here you are, with almost 'the safety, 
certainly with the honour of England more intrusted to you, 
than ever yet fell to the lot of any British Officer. On your 
decision depends, whether our Country shall be degraded In 
the eyes of Europe, or whether she shall rear her head higher 
than ever : again do I repeat, never did our Country depend 
so much on the success of any Fleet as on this. How best to 
honour our Country and abate the pride of her Enemies, by 
defeating their schemes, must be the subject of your deepest 
consideration as Com mandcr-in- Chief ; and if wdiat I have to 
offer can be the least useful in forming your decision, you arc 
most heartily welcome. 

I shall begin with supposing you are determined to enter 
by the Passage of the Sound, as there arc those who think, if 
you leave that Passage open, that the Danish Fleet may sail 


* Mr. Nicholas Vauiiittavt (now Lord Bexley) had shortly before been scut iu 
the Blanche, to treat with the Danish Court, with the hope of preventing hostilities* 
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from Copenhagen, and join the Dutch or French. I own I 
have no fears on that subject; for it is not likely that whilst 
their Capital is menaced with an attack, 9000 of her best men 
should be sent out of the Kingdom. I suppose that some 
damage may arise amongst our masts and yards ; yet perhaps 
there will not be one of them but could be made serviceable 
again. You are now about Cronenburg : if the wind be fair, 
and you determine to attack the Ships and Crown Islands, 
you must expect the natural issue of such a battle — Ships 
crippled, and perhaps one or two lost; for the wind which 
carries you in, will most probably not bring out a crippled 
Ship. This mode I call taking the bull by the horns. It, 
however, will not prevent the Revel Ships, or Swedes, from 
joining the Danes ; and to prevent this from taking effect, is, 
in my humble opinion, a measure absolutely necessary — and 
still to attack Copenhagen. Two modes are in my view ; one 
to pass Cronenburg, taking the risk of damage, and to pass up 
the deepest and straightest Channel above the Middle Grounds; 
and coming down the Garbar or King’s Channel, to attack 
their Floating batteries, &c. &c., as wc find it convenient. It 
must have the effect of preventing a junction between the 
Russians, Swedes, and Danes, and may give us an opportunity 
of bombarding Copenhagen. I am also pretty certain that a 
passage could be found to the northward of Southolin for all 
our Ships ; perhaps it might be necessary to warp a short dis- 
tance in the very narrow part. Should this mode of attack be 
ineligible, the passage of the Belt, I have no doubt, would be 
accomplished in four or five days, and then the attack by 
Draco could be carried into effect, and the junction of the 
Russians prevented, with every probability of success against 
the Danish Floating batteries. What effect a bombardment 
» might have, I am not called upon to give an opinion ; but 
think the way would be cleared for the trial. Supposing us 
through the Belt with the wind first westerly, would it not be 
possible to cither go with the Fleet, or detach ten Ships of 
three and two deeks, with one Bomb and two Fire-ships, to 
Revel, to destroy the Russian Squadron at that place ? I do 
not sec the great risk of such a detachment, and with the 
1‘einainder to attempt the business at Copenhagen. The 
Pleasure may be thought bold, but I am of opinion the boldest 
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measures are the safest ; and our Countiy demands a most 
vigorous exertion of her force, directed with judgment. In 
supporting you, my dear Sir Hyde, through the arduous and 
important task you have undertaken, no exertion of head or 
heart shall be wanting from your most obedient and faithful 
servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN GEORGE MURRAY, H.M. SHIP EDGAR. 

[Autograph, in the possession of his Royal Highness Prince Albert.] 

[Towards the cud of INIarch, 1801.] 

My dear Murray, 

I was glad to see you placed where you are, for it is a post 
of great consequence, I take for granted you will follow 
the last Ship ; and I hope the guns of Cronenburg will be 
lessened, and the heads too, by that time. God will prosper 
us if we conduct ourselves well. Ever yours faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN THOMAS BERTIE, H.M. SHIP ARDENT. 

[From the “Naval Chronicle,” vol. xxvj. p. 10.] 

JiHth March, 1801. 

My dear Bertie, 

I thank you for your truly kind note, and am very sorry that 
anything should have caused you a moment's uneasiness. 
Iremantlc and Stewart‘S arc perfect good friends. I will talk 
to your Pilot; but I do not much mind what they say. Oui 
Ships will ride anywhere, and the wind which makes a sea 
will send us to our destination. Last night the Governor of 
Cronenburg had no orders to fire on us ; but the Devil trust 
them — I will not. Wishing you, with myself, every success, in 
all our undertakings, believe me ever, my dear Bertie, your 
faithful and affectionate friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* i.icMtonani- Colonel the Jlononrahle Willem Stewart, second snniviug son of 
John, 7 ih Eoi’l of Galloway, K.T., afterwards Lieutenant-General Sir 
Stewai’t, He commanded the Troops emidoyed in this expedition; and dis- 

tinguished himself in the command of a Division at the Battles of Albuliei®> 
Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nive, and Orthes, and died in January, 1827. 
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BATTLE OF COPENHAGEN. 

The most interesting account of the Expedition to the Baltic, and of the Battle 
OF Copenhagen, is tliat which occurs in Clarke and McArthur’s “ Life of Ijord 
Nelson,” who state that it was written “ hy an Ollicer who was with liOrd Nelson.” 
The extracts hi that work commence with the words “ Lord Nelson’s plan would 
have been to have iiroceeded with the utmost despatch,” &c:, {vide p. 300, |joa 7,) but 
the NelsoiiPapers contain the/>rci*ioiis x’o-rt of the Narrative, which proves it to have 
been written for Drs. Clarke and M‘Arthur’s w'ork, by the Honourable Colonel 
Stewart, who commanded the Troops embarked. The entire Narrative is now given : 

“ NARllATIVE OF EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE CONDUCT OF LOBD NELSON IN THE 

BALTIC, 1801. 

“The Writer of this NaiTativc repaired to Portsmouth, on the 2Cth of February, 
1801, in command of a detachment of Troops, vvhich consisted of the 4Uth Kcgimeiit, 
about 700 rank and file, commanded by the Lieut.- Colonel Brock, and of a com- 
pany of a Rifle corps, (now the Onth regiment,) 100 rank and file, commanded 
by Cnj)tain Sidney Beckwith. His instructions were 10 put himself under tlie 
orders of the Admiral commanding a Fleet destined for a special service in the 
North Sea. 

“ On the 27th of February, in the forenoon, the troops proceeded to South Sea 
Common, awaiting orders to embark. Lord Nelson arrived from London about 
leu, A.M. He sent for me immediately on his arrival, to Major-General White- 
locke’s : on first acquaintance with T<ord Nelson, T witnessed the activity of his 
character; he said that ‘ not a moment was to be lost in embarking tlie troops, 
for he intended to sail ne.xt tide.’ Orders were sent for all boats, and the whole 
wore on hoard of the men-of-war, before mid day. liOrd Nelson, in three hours 
after, left the Sally-xiort for the St. George; this Ship was commanded hy his old 
friend Captain Hardy, (now Sir Mastcrnnui,) and was under considerable repair at 
Spitlicad. No time, however, vvas to he lost ; the caulkers and painters were de- 
tained on board, and we proceeded with them to St. Helen’s, Lord Nelson observing 
that ‘ if the wind proved fair in the morning, they should be sent up the harbour, 
but if unfail, no time would have been lost.’ The wind became fair in the course 
of the night, and wc got under weigh at daylight on the 28tli; 1 do not remember 
by what inimbcr of Shijis we were accompanied. Notbiug particular oeenned until 
our arrival in the Dowois : the seine w’as frequently hauled, hy Lord Nelson's dircc- 
ti('us, and the eagerness and vivacity w’hich he showed upon the occasion, to the great 
deliglitof the seiunen, early pointed out to me the natural liveliness of his character, 
even in trivial matters. Another trait may he worthy of remark, as illustrative of 
^ imicb luVtvete. His Lordship w'as ratlier too apt to interfere in tlio working of the 
Ship, and not always witli the best success or judgment. The wind, when olT 
BungeiicsR, was scanty, and the Ship was to he jiut about ; Lord Nelson would give 
tbc orders, and caused her to miss stays. Upon this he said, rather peevishly, to 
the Master, or Officer of the Watch, (I forget which,) ‘ Well, now% see what w'c 
have done. Well, Sir, what mean you to do now^ ?’ The Officer saying with hesi- 
tation, ‘ I don’t exactly know', my Lord ; 1 fcai' she won’t do,’ I.ord Nelson turned 
shoiply towards the cabin, and replied, * Well, I am sure if you do not know* what 
to do with her, no more do I either.* He W’ent in, leaving the Officer to work the 
SInp as he liked. When in the Downs, the Wanior standing in from the sonth- 
got on the Goodwin Sands, hut was not much damaged. Lord Nelson ex- 
pressed what, for him, was a considerable degree of displeasure at the circumstance : 
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I always perceived that he felt much move than he gave vent to, when dissatisfied 
with the conduct of others. He visited, on shore at Deal, his old friend Admiral 
Lutv.idge. 

We sailed on the succeeding morning, and entered Yarmouth Hoads on the 
6th or 7th of Maich. The St. George was the first three-decker which had so 
done. The flag of Sir Hyde Parker, the Commauder-in-Cliief, was flying on board 
of one of the Ships of the station, but was removed to the London on her arrival 
next day. Sir Hyde was on shore, and I remember that Lord Nelson regretted 
this. He reported his arrival, and his intention of wailing on him the next 
morning. We breakfasted that morning, as usual, soon after six o’clock, for we were 
always up before daylight. We went on shore, so as to be at Sir Hyde’s door by 
eight o’clock. Lord Nelson choosing to be amusingly exact to that hour, which he 
considered as a vei*y late one for business. 

Lord Nelson’s plan would have been to have proceeded with the utmost dispatch, 
and with such Ships as w*ere in readiness, to the month of Copenhagen Harbour ; 
then and there to have insisted on amity or war, and have brought the objects of 
Messrs. Drummond and Vansitlart’s negotiation to a speedy decision. He would 
have left orders for the remainder of the Fleet to ha^e followed in succession, >is 
they were ready, and by the rapidity of his pi*ocecdings have anticipated the for- 
midable preparations for defence wliicli the Danes had scarcely thought of at that 
early season. The delay in Yarmouth Roads did not accord witli his views. An 
order from the Admiralty arrived on the lltli of March, in consequence of uhicb 
the Fleet put to sea on the succeeding day. The land trooj)s were equally distil 
hiitcd on hoard of the Line-of-Battle Ships, and I, repairing to tlie J-.oiidon, had not 
an opportunity of being with Lord Nelson, nnlil onr arrival oft’ the Sound. Our 
Fleet consisted of about fifty Sail ; of these forty were Pendants, sixteen being of 
the Line. On the ir>th, we encountered a heavy gale of wind, wliicli in some 
measure scattered the Fleet, and prevented our reaching the Naze until tlie l^th. 
On the next day, when off tlie Scaw, the wliolc were nearly collected; a norlli 
west wind blew', and an opportunity appeared to have been lost of proceeding 
through the Oaltegat. Kverv delay, however trifling, gave cause for regret, and 
favoured the views of the Northern Coalition. 'I’lie ()penness f>f those seas lind 
rarely been equalled at this season of the year, and in particular called for acii\ity 
in our movements, 'rhe Cominauder-in -Chief had prohahly, however, instructions 
by which he acted; and if so, this, in addition to numerous instances of a similar 
nature, proves the propriety of discretionary powers, wlnmever success is to depemi 
on energy and activity. Lord Nelson was, as 1 understood, greatly vexed at tlic 
delay. 

“ On the ‘2 1st it blew hard: we anchored for twenty four hours, and did not jUTi\c 
off the point of Flsiiicur until the 24th. 'rhe Blaiiehe Frigate, with Mr. Van 
sittart on board, preceded the Fleet from the Seaw', and, landing him at FLiiir nr 
on the 20th, he joined Mr. Drummond at Copenhngen. The terms demanded I'V 
these gentlemen having been rejected, they returned to our Fleet on the 24 th, uial 
left us for I'higland on the s?icceeding day. The wind was again strong and favour 
able, and expectation was alive that we should have sailed through the Sound on 
the 2'“)th : it was, however, generally understood, that the formidable reports whieli 
had been made by Mr. Vonsittart, and by the Pilots whom we had brought with ns, 
as to the state of the batteries at Elsineiir, and of the defensive situation of Copcii 
hagen, induced the Commander-in Chief to prefer the circuitous passage by tlip 
Great Belt. Lord Nelson, who was impatient for action, was not much deterred by 
Jhese alanning representations ; his object was to go to Copenhagen, and he 
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‘ Let it be by tlie Sound, by the Belt, or anyhow, only lose not an hour.’ On the 
26th the whole Fleet accordingly sailed for the Great Belt; but after proceeding 
for a few leagues along the Const of Zealand, the plan was suddenly changed.^ 
This arose partly in consequence of some suggestions from Captain George Murray 
of the Edgar, who was to have led the Fleet through the intricate channels, partly 
on account of some difficulty appearing in our course, (one or two of the smaller 
craft being on the rocks,) but chiefly at the instigation of Lord Nelson, who 
went on board the London, about ten a.m. Be the reasons as they may, the Fleet 
returned to its former anchorage before sunset. As if n more than sufficient time 
had not been given for the Danes to prepare their defence, another message was 
sent, on the 27th of March, to the Governor of Elsineur, Strieker, to discover 
his intentions relative to opposing our Fleet, if it were to pass the Sound. He 
replied, ‘ I have the honour to infoi-m your Excellency, that his Majesty the 
King of Denmark did not send away the Charge d'Affiiircs ; but that on his own 
demand he obtaiiied a passport. As a Soldier, J cannot intermeddle with politics ; 
but I am not at liberty to suffer a Fleet, whose intention is not yet known, to 
approach the guns of the Castle of Cronenburg, w'hich I have the honour 
to command. In case your Excellency should think proper to make any pro- 
posals to the King of Denmark, 1 wish to be informed thereof before the Fleet 
approaches nearer to the Castle.’ Sir Hyde Parker replied, ‘ that finding the inten- 
tions of the Court of Deinqark to be hostile against his Britannic Majesty, he 
regarded his Excellcney's answer as a declaration of war; and, therefore, agreeably 
to his instructions, could no longer refrain from hostilities, however reluctant it 
might he to his feelings. But, at the same time, the Admiral would he ready to 
attend to any proposals of the Court of Denmark for restoring the former amity and 
friendship which had for so many years subsisted between the two Courts.’ 

“On the 2()th of Mareh, the Elephant, (’aptaiu Foley, ami another "J L had 
joined the Fleet, bringing the melanelioly intelligeiioc of the loss of the Invincible, 
74 guns, Bear-Admiral 'fotly. Captain Bennie, one of our Squadron, on the sand 
bitiili called Hammond’s Knowl. On the 2Uth, f.ord Nelson shifted his Flag from 
the St. George to the Elephant, commanded by Ids intimate friend, Captain Foley, 
ill order tc carry on operations in a lighter Ship. Both liie 2Sth and 2!Jth of 
March were unfortunately calm; orders had, however, been given for the Fleet to 
pass through the Sound as soon as the wind should penuit. At day-light, on the morn- 
ing of the 30th, it blew a topsail breeze from N.W. The signal was made, and the 
Fleet proceeded in the order of Battle previously arranged ; l.ord Nelson’s division 
in the Van, the Commander in-Chief’-s in the Centre, and Admiral Graves’s in the 


‘ It is stated in the Memoir of Admiral Sir Bohert Waller Otv.ay, Bart., G.C.B., 
ill Balfe’s Kami liioffrap/n/^ (a copy of w’hicli was placed in the Editor’s hands by 
that Officer,) that the alteration made in the approach of the Fleet to Copenhagen 
'vas suggested by him. He was then Captain of the London, after tlie Council 
ef War, at which he ^YaH not present, broke up, he succeeded in convincing 
Sir Hyde Parker, that the Sound was the best route: — “ 'Fhe Fleet was again 
brought to, and Captain Otway was sent to appri.se Lord Nelson of the reasons. On 
t'xphiiiiing to his Lordship the alteration that had been made in the route, he 
exclaimed — ‘ I don’t coi-c a d — 11 by wliicli passage we go, so that we fight them;’ 
He determined to return with Captain Otway to the Commaiidcr-in-Chief, and in 
eonsequeucc of the wind blowing fresh, was hoisted out in one of the Boats ; and 
on his arrival on board the London, everything was finally arranged agreeably to 
tbe plan suggested by Captain Otway.” 
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Rear : Captain Murray in the Edgar, with the Fleet of Bomb and Gun vessels, took 
tlicir station off Cronenburg Castle on the preceding morning; and, upon the 
first Danish shot, opened their fire upon the Castle. The semi-circular form of the 
land off Elsineur, which was thickly lined with batteries, caused our Fleet to pass 
ill a form truly picturesque, and nearly similar. It had been our intention to have 
kept in mid-channel, the forbearance of the Swedes not having been counted upon, 
the lighter Vessels were on the larboard aide of our Line of Battle, and were to 
have engaged the Helsinburg shore : not a shot, however, was fired, nor any batteries 
apparent, and our Fleet inclined accordingly to that side, so as completely to avoid the 
Danish shot w hich fell in showers, but at least a cable’s length from our Ships. I'he 
Danish batteries opened a fire, as we understood, of neiuly 100 pieces of cannon 
and mortal's, as soon as our leading Ship, the Monai'ch, came abreast of them ; and 
they continued in one uninterrupted blaze during the passage of the Fleet, to the 
no small amusement of our crews ; none of whom received injury, except from 
the bursting of one of our own guns. Some of our leading Sliips at first 
returned a few rounds, but, perceiving the inutility, desisted. The wdiole ctune to 
anchor about mid-day, between the Island of Iluen and Copenhagen; the division 
under Captain IVIurray following, as soon as the main body had passed : as is 
usually the case in sea-bombardments, little or no damage was afterwards found to 
have been done by our shells. Our Fleet was no sooner at anchor, than the Com- 
mnnder-in Chief, accompanied by Lord Nelson, tw'O or three Senior Captains, the 
Commanding Officer of the Artillery and of the troops, proceeded in a schooner to 
reconnoitre the harbour and channels. We soon perceived that our delay had been 
of important advantage to the Enemy, wdio had lined the northern edge of tlie 
shoals near the Crown batteries, and the front of the harbour and arsenal, witli a 
formidable Flotilla. The Trekroner battery appeared, in particular, to have been 
strengthened, and all the buoys of the Northern and of the King’s Clianncls liiul 
been removed. Having examined these points with some ntteiitiou, the parly 
returned to the London. 

*• ITie night of the {lOth of March was employed by some of the intelligent 
Masters and Pilots, under the direction of Captain Brisbane, in ascertaining the 
Channels round the great shoul colled the Middle Ground, and in laying down fresli 
buoys, the Danes having either removed or misplaced tlie former ones. On tbe uexi 
day, tlie Commander -in- Chief and Lord Nelson, attended, as before, with tbi* 
addition of all the Artillery Officers, proceeded in tlie Amazon Frigate, Captain 
llion,to the examination of the Northern Channel, and of the Flotilla from tlu^ ea.'^t- 
wai'd. Captain Bion became on this occasion first known to Lord Nelson, wlio was 
struck with admiration at the superior discipline and seamanship, that were 
observable on board tJie Amazon during the proceedings of this day. The Ihiuisli 
Line of Defence was formed in a direct line castw’ard from tlie 'rrekrouer Bulierv, 
and extended at least two miles along the Const of Amak ; it w-as ascertain oil fa 
consist of the hulls of .‘-even Liiie-of-Battle Ships with jury masts, tw'(» <»iilj 
being fully rigged, ten Pontoons or Floating Batteries, one Bomb-ship rigged, ami 
tw'o or tliree Smaller craft. On the Trekroner, appeared to he nearly seventy gun.s ; 
on the smaller battery, in shore, six or seven guns ; and on the Coast of Auml<, 
several batteries which were witliin a long range of the King’s Channel. OH' tl*‘' 
Harbour’s mouth, wliioh w’as to the westward of the Trekroner, were moored four 
Jnne-of-Battle Ships and a Frigate; two of the former and the latter were fnllv 
rigged. Their whole Idne of Defence, from dtae extreme point to the otlu*r, luiglit 
embrace an extent of nearly four miles. Tbe Dockyard and Arsenal were in Ihic 
nearly south, within the Trekroner, about half a mile distant. A few shot were 
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fired at the Amazon whenever we approached the leading Ship of their Line. The 
Officers of Artillery were desired to ascertain, whether, in the event of the Line of 
Deftjnce being in i)art or wholly removed, they could place their Bomb-ships, of 
which there were seven, so as to play with effect on the Dockyards and Arsenal. 
After some hours’ survey, the Amazon returned to the Fleet, when the opinions of 
the Artillery Officers were given in the affirmative, if the Flotilla to the eastward of 
the Crown Batteries were only removed. A Council of War was held in the afternoon, 
and the mode which might be advisable for the Attack was considered : that from 
the eastward appeared to be prefen-ed. Lord Nelson ottered his services, requiring 
ten liiiie-of-Battle Ships, and the whole of the Smaller Craft. The Commander-in- 
Chief, with sound discretion, and in a handsome manner, not only left everything 
to Lord Nelson for this detached service, but gave two more Line-of-Battle Ships 
than he demanded. During this Council of War, the energy of I.ord Nelson’s 
character was remarked : certain difficulties had been started by some of the mem- 
bers, relative to each of the three Power.s we should either have to engage, in suc- 
cession or united, in those seas, 'fhe number of the Russians was, in particular, 
represented ns fonnidable. Lord Nelson kept pacing the cabin, mortified at every- 
thing whicli savoured either of alarm or in-csolution. When the above remark was 
apjdied to the Swedes, he sharply observed, ‘ The more numerous the Letter 
and when to the Russians, he repeatedly said, * So much the better, 1 wish they 
were twice as many, the easier the victory, depend on it.’ He alluded, as he after- 
wards explained in private, to the total want of tactiqiie among the Northern Fleets; 
and to his intention, whenever he should bring either the Swedes or Russians to 
Action, of attacking the head of their Line, and confusing their movements as much 
us possible, lie used to say, ‘Close with a Frenchman, but out-manoeuvre a 
Russian.’ The night of the Jilst of JMarch m'hs employed, as the preceding, in 
ascertaining, even by buoy lights, the course of the upper channel. Captain Brisbane 
was ])articiilarly active 011 this service, conducted under Lord Nelson’s immediate 
directions. 

On the forenoon of the 1 st of April, the whole Fleet removed to an anchorage 
within tw’o leagues of the 'I own, ott’ the N.W. end of the Middle (iround. It was 
intended that the Division under Lord Nelson should proceed from this point through 
the Northern Channel. His Lordship, accompanied by a fewr chosen friends, made 
his last observatious during that morning on board the Amazon, and about one 
o’clock returning to the Elephant, he threw out the wished for signal to weigh. 
Tlui shout with whicli it w'os received throughout the Division was heard to a 
considerable distance; the Ships then weighed, and followed the Amazon in suc- 
cession through the narrow channel. 'J’he wind was light, hut favourable, and 
not one accident occurred, 'riie buoys were accurately laid down, and the Smaller 
Craft distincrly pointed out the course: the gallant Riou led the way — the scene 
was perfect. About dark, the whole Fleet was at its anchorage off Draco 
point; the headmost of the Eneniy s line not more than two miles distant. The 
{^niull extent of the Aiichoiing-ground, as the Fleet did not consist of less than 
thirty-three Pendants, caused the Ships to be so much evow,’ded, which the calmness 
of the evening increased, that had the FiUemy but taken due advantage of it by shells 
ftoiu IMorlar-hoats, or from Ainak Island, the greatest mischief might have ensued. 
I’hcv threw two or three about eight p.m., which served to show' that we were within 
’J'he Danes wore, liowever, too inucli occupied during this night in manning 
their Shijis, and strengthening their Line ; not from immediate expectation, as we 
afteiwvards learned, of our Attack — conceiving the Channel impracticable to so large 
ft fleet, but ns a precaution against om* nearer approach. Our Guwd-boats were 
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actively employed between ns and tlie Enemy, and Captain Haidy even rowed to 
their leading Ship; sounding round her, and using a pole when he was apprehensive 
of being heard. His chief object was to ascertain the bearing of the eastern end 
of tlie Middle Ground — the gi*eatest obstacle, as it proved, that we had to contend 
with. 

“On boai’d the Elephant, the night of the Ist of April was an important one. 
As soon as the Fleet was at anchor, the gallant Nelson sat down to table with a 
large party of his comrades in aims. He was in the highest spirits, and drank to a 
leading wind, and to the success of the ensuing day. Captains Foley, Hardy, Fre- 
mantle, Riou, Inman, his Lordship’s Second in Command, Admiral Graves, and a 
few others to whom he w'as particular attached, were of this interesting party; from 
which every man separated with feelings of admiration for their great leader, and 
with anxious impatience to follow him to the approaching Battle. The signal to 
prepare for Action had been made early in the evening. All the Captains retired to 
their resp ctive Ships, Riou excepted, who with Lord Nelson and Foley arranged 
the Order of Battle, and those instructions that w’ere to be issued to each Ship on the 
succeeding day. These tliree OlTicers retired between nine and ten to the after- 
cabin, and drew up those orders that have been generally published, and wliicii 
ought to be referred to as the best proof of the arduous nature of the enterprise in 
which the Fleet was about to be engaged. From the previous fatigue of this day, 
and of the two preceding, Lord Nelson w'as so much exhausted while dictating liis 
instructions, that it w'us recommended to him hy us all, and, indeed, insisted upon by 
his old servant, Allen, who assumed much command on these occasions, that he 
.should go to hi.s cot. It was placed on the lloor, but from it he still continued to 
dictate. Captain Hardy returned about eleven, and reported the practicability of tlie 
Channel, and the depth of water up to the Ships of the Enemy’s line. Had we 
abided by this report, in lieu of confiding in our Masters and Pilots, we should 
have acted better. The orders w'ore completed about one o’clock, when half a dozen 
Clerks in the foremost cabin proceeded to transcribe them. Lord Nelson’s impa- 
tieiico again showed itself; for instead of sleeping undisturbedly, as he might Inne 
done, he whs every half hour calling from his cot to these Clerks to hasten llieir 
work, for that the wind was becoming fair : he w^as constantly receiving a report of 
this during the night. Their work being finished about six in the morning, his 
Lordsliip, who was previously up and dressed, breakfasted, and about seven nnub- 
tlie signal for all Captains. The instructions were delivered to each by eight 
o’clock; and a special command w'tis given to Captain Riou to act as circumstiuices 
might rc(piire. The Land-forces and a body of nOO seamen were to have been luiited 
under the command of Captain Fremantle and the Honourable Colonel Stewart, and 
ns soon as the fire of tlie Crown Battery should be silenced, they were to storm tlie 
work and destroy it. The Division under the Commander in-Chief was to nienac* 
the Ships at the entrance of the Harbour, tlie intricacy of the Channel would, liow - 
ever, have prevented their entering ; Captain Murray in the Edgar w'as to lead 


ORDERS FOR THE AITACK. 

[From the “ Naval Chronicle,” vol. v. p. 335.] 

As Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson jannot with precision mark 
the situation of the different descriptions of the Enemy’s 
Floating Batteries and smaller Vessels, lying between their 
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two-decked Ships and Hulks, the Ships which are to be op- 
posed to the Floating Batteries, &c. &c., will find their 
stations by observing the stations of the Ships to be opposed 
to the two-decked Ships and Hulks. 


LINE OF BATTLE.® 

( Edgar > 

Ardent 

Glatton ^Are to lead in succession. 

Isis 

Agamemnon*^ 

The Edgar to anchor abreast of No. 5, (a sixty-four gun 
Ship, Hulk). The Ardent to pass the Edgar, and anchor 
abreast of Nos. 6 and 7. The Glatton to pass the Ardent, 
and anchor abreast of No. 9, (a sixty-four gun Ship Hulk.) 
The Isis to anchor abreast of No. 2, (a sixty-four gun Ship, 
Hulk). The Agamemnon to anchor abreast of No. 1. 
Bellona,* 

Elephant, 

Ganges, To take their station and anchor. 

Monarch, ► as is prescribed by the following 
Defiance, arrangement. 

Russell,* 

Polyphemus, - 

Memorandum. — No. 1 begins with the Enemy’s first Ship 
to the southward. 

Supijosed NiJmlier Station of the Line 


to. Rate. of guns moumed as they are to an- 
on one side. clior and engage. 

Agamemnon.* 

1 74 28 - Desiree is to follow Aga- 

. memnon,andrakeNo. 2. 

2 64 26 Isis. 


^ 'Low Floating Batteries, 
^ Ship-rigged, rather lay 
within the Line 



Tt is hoped the Desiree’s 
fire will not only rake 
No. 1, but also rake 
‘ these two Floating Bat- 
teries. Capt. Rose is to 
place the six Gun Brigs 
- so as to rake them also. 


th • marked tliiis (* ) were not in Action, bei 

situation, they were exposed to the Enemy’s fire. 
VOL. IV. X 
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Supposed Number Station of the Line, 

No. 

Rate. 

of guns mounted as they are to an- 
on one side. chor and engage. 

5 

64 . . . • . 

. . 27 

Edgar. 

6) Pontoon . . • 

. . 10] 

Ardent. 

7 J Frigate Hulk . . 

. . 12] 


Small — no guns visible, 

64 20 

[• Glatton, 

10 

Ship Gun-boat of 22 guns 111 

Bellona,* to give her at- 

111 Pontoons, or . . 

. . 12 

tention to support the 

12 /Floating Batteries 

. . I 2 J 

Glatton. 

13 

74 

. . 36 

Elephant. 

141 

(Pontoons, or . . 

. . 12 

1 Ganges. 

15J 

(Floating Batteries 

. . 12 

16 

64 

. . 30 

Monarch. 

17 

64 • . • • • 

. . 30 

Defiance. 

18 

64 

. . 30 

Russell.* 

19 

64 

. . 30 

Polyphemus. 

20- 

fA small Ship, supposed a 1 


t Bomb, 




The six Gun-boats, Captain llosc is to place with the 
Jamaica, to make a raking fire upon No. 1. The Gun-boats, 
it is presumed, may get far enough astern of No. 1, to rake 
Nos. 3 and 4 ; and Captain Hose is to advance with the Ship 
and Vessels under his orders, to the Northward, as he may 
perceive the British fire to cease where he is first stationed. 

Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, being subdued, which is expected to 
happen at an early period, the Isis and Agamemnon are to 
cut their cables, and immediately make sail and take their 
station ahead of the Polyphemus, in order to su})port that 
part of the Line. One Flat Boat manned and armed, is to 
remain upon the off‘ side of each Lino of Battle Ship. The 
remaining Flat Boats, with the Boats for boarding, which will 
be sent by Admiral Sir Hyde Parker under the command 
of the First Lieutenant of the London, arc to keep as near 
to the Elephant as possible, but out of the line of fire, and to 
be ready to receive the directions of Lord Nelson. 

Tlie four Launches with anchors and cables, which wilt 
be sent by Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, under the command of 
a Lieutenant of the London, to be a^ near to the Elephant as 
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possible, out of the line of fire, ready to receive orders from 
Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson. 

The Alcmene, Blanche, Arrow, Dart, Zephyr, and Otter, 
Fire-Ships, are to proceed under the orders of Captain Riou, 
of the Amazon, to perform such service as he is directed by 
Lord Nelson. 

“ The above were Lord Nelaoii’s judicious dispositions for this memorable daj% 
With the returning light, the wind hud beeu announced as becoming perfectly fair. 
The Pilots, who were, in general, IMates of Trading Vessels from the Ports of Scot- 
land and North of England to the Baltic, and several of the Masters in the Navy, 
were ordered on board the Elephant between eight and nine o’clock. A most 
unpleasant degree of hesitation prevailed amongst them all, when they came to the 
point about the hearing of the cast end of the Middle Ground, and about the exact 
line of deep water in the King’s Ghannel. Not a moment was to be lost; the Avind 
was Mr, and the signal made for Action. Lord Nelson urged them to he steady, to 
be resolute, and to decide. At length Mr. Brierley, the Master of the Bellona, 
declared himself prepared to lead the Fleet ; his cximiplc was quickly followed by 
the rest, they repaired on hoard of their respective Ships, and at half-past nine, the 
signal was given to weigh in succession, 'i'hia was quickly obeyed by the Edgar, 
who proceeded in a noble manner for the Channel. The Agamemnon wmis to follow’, 
hut happened to take a course in a direct line for the end of the shoal. 
The Polyphemus’ signal, Captain Lawford, w’as then made, and this change in 
the Order of Sailing w’as most promptly executed. The Ihlgar Avas, how'ever, 
unsupported for a coiisideraldo time; when within range of the Provestciii, she 
W’as fired nt, hut returned not a shot until she avus nearly opposite to the num 
ber Avliicli Avas destined for her by the instructions — she then poured in lim* broad- 
sides with groat cfleet. The Polyphemus Avas folloAved by the Isis, Bellona, and 
Bussell; the former, commanded by Captain Walker, took her station most gallantly, 
uiul had the severest berth this day of any Ship, the 3Ioiiiirch perhaps not excepted. 
Tlie Bellona and Bussell, in going doAA’ii the Channel, kept too close on the star- 
board shoal, and ran aground; they Avero, however, Avithin range of shot, and 
continued to fire Avith mncli sjiirit upon such of the Enemy’s Ships as they could 
reach. An instance of J^ord Nelson’s presence of niiiul uoav occurred, and Avhich, 
if 1 mistake not, Avas as folIoAvs : — In going doAvn tJie Cluuinel, the Avater Avas 
supposed to shoal on the larboard shore, each Ship had been ordered to ]>ass her 
leader on the starboard side. When it came to the turn of the Elephant, his 
Lordship, thinking that the two above-mentioned Ships had kept too far in that 
direction, made the signal to close AAith the Enemy. Perceiving that this was not 
done, which their being aground imkiioAvn to him was the cause of, ho ordered the 
Elephant’s helm to starboard, quitted the intended Order of Sailing, and avcuI Avithiii 
those Ships. The same course was consequently folloAved by the succeeding Ships, 
and the major part of our Fleet might tlins, in all probability, have been saAcd from 
going on shore. In succession, ns each Sliip arrived nearly opiiosile to her number 
ill the Danish line, she let her luichor go by the stern, the wind nearly aft, and 
presented her broadside to the Enemy. 

“ The Action began at five minutes past ten. In about half an hour afterw ards, 
the first half of our Fleet was engaged, and before half pjist eleven, the Battle 
became general. The Elephant’s station A^•as in the centre, opposite to the Danish 
Commodore, Avho commanded in the Dannebrog, (3‘2, Commodore Fischer, Captain 

X 2 
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F. Braun. Our distance was neai-ly a cable’s length, and this was the average 
distance at which the Action was fought ; its being so great, caused the long dura- 
tion of it. Lord Nelson was most anxious to get nearer; but the same error which 
liad led the two Shij)s on the shoal, induced our Master and Pilots to dread shoaling 
their water on the larboard shore : they, therefore, when the lead was a quarter less 
five, refused to approach nearer, and insisted on the anchor being let go. We 
afterwards found, that had we but approached the Enemy’s line, we should have 
deepened our water up to their very side, and closed with them: as it was, the 
Elephant engaged in little more than four fathom. The Glattou had her station 
immediately astern of us ; the Ganges, Monarch, and Defiance a-head ; the distance 
between each not exceeding a half cable. The judgment with which each Ship 
calculated her station in that intricate Channel, was admirable tliroughout. ’The failure 
of the three Ships that were aground, and wliose force was to have been opposed to the 
Trehroner battery, left this day, ns glorious for seamanship as for courage, incom- 
plete. The lead was in many Ships confided to the Master alone ; and the contest 
that arose on board the Elephant, which of the two Officers who attended the 
heaving of it should stand in the larboard chains, was a noble competition, and 
greatly pleased the heart of Nelson, as he paced the quniter-deck. The gallant 
Riou, perceiving the blank in the original plan for the attack of the CroAvii Battery, 
proceeded down the Line with his Squadron of Frigates, and attempted, but in vain, 
to fulfil the duty of the absent Ships of the Line. Ilis force was unequal to it; and 
the general signal of recall, which was made about mid-action by the Coinniander- 
in-Chief, had the good effect of, at least, saving lliou’s Squadron from destruction. 

“ About one r.M., few if any of the Enemy’s heavy Ships and Praams had ceased 
to fire. The Isis had greatly suffered by the superior weight of the Provesteiii’s 
fire ; and if it had not been for the judicious diversion of it by the Desiree, Captain 
Inman, who raked her, and for other assistance from the Polyphemus, the Isis 
would have been destroyed. Both the Isis and Bellona had received serious injury 
by the bursting of some of their guns. The Monarch was also suffering severely 
under the united fire of the Holstein and Zealand ; and only two of our Bomb- 
vessels could get to their station on the Middle Ground, and open their mortars on 
the iNrsenal, directing their shells over both Fleets. Our Squadron of Gun-bi igs, 
impeded by currents, could not, with the exception of one, although commanded by 
Captain Rose in the Jamaica, weather the eastern end of the Middle Ground, or come 
into Action. The Division of the Commander-in Chief acted according to the precon- 
certed idan; but could only menace the entrance of the Harbour. The Elephant 
was warmly engaged by the Dannebrog, and by two heavy Praams on her bow and 
quarter. Signals of distress were on board the Bellona and Russell, and of inability 
from the Agamemnon. The contest, in general, although from the relaxed state of 
the Enemy’s fire, it might not have given much room for apprehension as to the result, 
had certainly, at one p.m., not declared itself in favour of either side. About this 
juncture, and in this posture of affairs, the signal was Ihrow'u out on board the 
Loudon, for the Action to cease. 

“ Lord Nelson was at this time, as he had been during the whole Action, walking 
the starboard side of the quarter-deck ; sometimes much animated, and at others 
heroically line in his observations. A shot through the mainmast knocked a few 
splinters about us. He observed to me, with a smile, ‘ It is warm work, and this 
day may be the last to any of us at a moment ;’ and then stopping short at the 
gangway, he used an expression never to be erased from my memory, and said with 
ernotio?!, ‘but mark you, I would not be elsewhere for thousands.’ When the 
signal, No. 39, was made,< the Signal Lieutenant reported it to him. He continued 
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liis walk; and did not appear to take notice of it. The Lieutenant meeting his 
Lordship at the next turn asked, ‘whether he should repeat it?’ Lord Nelson 
answered, ‘ No, acknowledge it.’ On the Officer returning to the poop, his Lordship 
called after him, ‘Is No. 10* still hoisted?’ the Lieutenant answering in the affir- 
mative, Lord Nelson said, ‘Mind you keep it so.’ He now walked the deck con- 
siderably agitated, w'hich was always known by his moving the stump of his right 
arm. After a turn or two, he said to me, in a quick manner, ‘ Do you know what’s 
shown on board of the Commander-in-Chief, No. 30 ?’ On asking him what that 
meant, he answered, ‘ Why, to leave off Action.’ ‘ Leave off Action !’ he repeated, 
and then added, with a shrug, ‘ Now, diumi me if I do.’ He also observed, I believe, 
to Captain Foley, ‘You know, Foley, I have only one eye — I have a right to be 
blind sometimes and then with an archness peculiar to his character, putting the 
glass to his blind eye, he exclaimed, ‘ I really do not see the signal.' This remaik- 
able signal was, therefore, only acknowledged on board the Elephant, not repeated. 
Admiral Graves did the latter, not being able to distinguish the Elephant’s conduct: 
either by a fortunate accident, or intentionally, No. 10 was not displaced. The 
S(j!uidrou of Frigates obeyed the signal, and hauled oft'. 'That brave Officer, 
Captain Riou, w’as killed by a raking shot, wdien the Amazon showed her stern to 
the Trekroner. He was sitting on a gun, was encouraging his men, and had been 
wounded in the head by a splinter. He had expressed himself grieved at being thus 
obliged to retreat, and nobly observed, ‘What will Nelson think of us ?’ His Clerk 
was killed by his side ; and by another shot, several of the Moi-incs, wdjile hauling 
on the main-bracc, sliared the same fate. Riou then exclaimed, ‘ Come then, my 
boys, let us die all together !’ The words were scarcely uttered, wlieii the fatal 
shot severed him in two. Thus, and in an instant, was the British service deprived 
of one of its greatest ornaments, and society of a character of singular worth, 
resembling the heroes of romance. 

“ The Action now continued with unabated vigour. About two, p.m. the greater 
part of the Danish Line had ceased to tire : some of the lighter Ships were adrift, 
and the carnage on board of the Enemy, who reinforced their crews from the Shore, 
Avas dreadful. The taking possession of such Ships as had struck, was, however, 
attended with difticulty ; partly by reason of the batteries on Amnk Island protect- 
ing them, and partly because an irregular fire was made on our Boats, as they 
approached, from the Ships themselves. The Dannebrog acted in this manner, 
and tired at our boat, although that Ship was not only on fire and had struck, but 
the Commodore, Fischer, had removed his Peiidaut, and had deserted her. A 
renewed attack on her hy the Elephant and Glutton, for a quarter of an hour, not 
only completely silenced and disabled the Dannebrog, but, by tiie use of grape, 
nearly killed every man who was in the Rraains, ahead and astern of that uiifortu 


* “ To discontinue the engag(?mciit.” Southey, “ upon the liighcst and most 
unquestionable authority,” states that Sir Hyde Tarker mndc tliis .signal “under a 
mistaken judgment, but from a disinterested and generous feeling,” fearing that the 
Squadron would be defeated, the wind and current preveuting bis bringing bis own 
Division to its assistance. “ ‘ The lire,’ he said, ‘ w'as too hot for Nelson to oppose ; 
a retreat, he thought must he made: — he Avas aw'are of the consequences to his own 
personal reputation ; hut it would be cowardly in him to leave Nelson to bear the 
whole shame of the failure, if shame it should he deemed.’” Mr. James also takes 
this view of the circumstance in his “ Naval History.” 

* “ For close Actioij,” which had been flying from the beginning. 
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nate Ship. On our smoke dealing away, the Dannebrog was found to be drifting 
in flames before the wind, spreading terror throughout the Enemy’s Line. The 
usual lamentable scene then ensued ; and our Boats rowed in every direction, to 
save the crew, who were throwing themselves from her at every port -hole; few, 
however, were left unwounded in her after our last broadsides, or could be saved. 
She drifted to leeward, and about half-past three blew up. The time of half-past 
two, brings me to a nio.st important part of Lord Nelson’s conduct on this day, and 
about which so much discussion has arisen: his sending a Flag of Truce on shore. 
To the best of my recollection, the facts were as follow. After the Dannebrog was 
adrift, and had ceased to fire, the Action was found to be over, along the whole of 
the Line astern of us ; but not so with the Ships ahead and witli the Crown bat- 
teries. Whether from ignorance of the custom of war, or from confusion on board 
the Ih’izes, our Boats were, as before mentioned, repulsed from the Ships them- 
selves, or fired at from Amak Island. Lord Nelson naturally lost temper at this, 
ami observed, ‘ That he must either send on shove, and stop this irregular proceed- 
ing, or send in our Fire-ships ami burn them.’ ITe accordingly retired into the 
stern gallery, and wrote, with great dispatch, that w'ell known Letter addressed to 
the Crown Frinee, with the address, ‘ To the Brothers of Engli.shmen, the brave 
Danes, &o. and tliis Letter was conveyed on shore through the conteuding Fleets 

• “ In order to show that no hurry had ensued upon the occasion, ho sent for a 
candle to the cockpit, that he might affix a larger seal than usual. The letter being 
written and carefully folded, he sent for a stick of setUing wm: the person 
dispatched for the wax liud his head taken off by a eannou ball ; which fact being 
reported to the Admiral, he merely said, ‘ Send another messenger for the wax.’ It 
WHS observed to him, that there were wafers on his table. ‘ Send for the sealing 
wax,’ ho repeated. If was done, and the letter sealed with a large quantity of wax, 
and a perfect im}»vession. ‘ Way 1 ttike the liberty of asking, why, under so hot a 
fire, and after so lamentable an accident, yon liave attached so mnoli importance to 
a circurastance uppaveutly trifling?’ ‘ Had 1 made use of a wuifer,’ lie replied, ‘ tlie 
wafer would have been still wet when the letter was presented to the Crown I’riiice ; 
he >rould have inferred that the letter was sent off’ in a hurry; and that we had some 
very jircssiug reasons for being in a hurry. The wax told no tales.” — Clarke and 
M‘Artliiir. Ed. Fisher, !Svo, vol. ii. j). 4.05. ’This anecdote is corroborated by a 
Letter from the late Mr. Thomas Wallis, who was then Purser of the Elejdiant, dated 
Brighton, lltli October 1843, to B. R. llaydon. Esq., the Historical Painter, who, 
wishing to paint the scene, had applied to Mr. Wallis for information. Mr. Wallis 
died towards the cud of 1843 : — 

“ 1 shall be most happy to give you all the information in my pow'cr, relative to 
the Copenhagen affair, especially the circumstances attending that important event, 
the sending on shore, in the midst of the Action, Lord Nelson’s celebrated Note, 
addressed ‘ to the Brothers of the Englishmen, the Danes.’ Lord Nelson wrote the 
Note at the casing of the riidder-head, and ns he wrote, T took a copy, both of us 
standing. The original w^as put into an envelope, and sealed with his Arms ; at 
first I w'ttS going to seal it with a wafer, but he w'ould not allow this to be done, 
observing that it must he sealed, or the Enemy would think it was written and 
sent ill a hurry. The man 1 sent below for a light, never returned, having been 
killed in his way. To the best of my recollection, the Admiral wore a plain sort of 
a blue great coat, epaulettes, or gold lace, but on his breast were his several Ordei*s, 
and he wi-re n plain cocked hat. Civilians in thos^days were not required to wear a 
uniform ; ni\ dress was a plain blue coat, blue trowsers, with a white kerseymere 
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by Cdptain Sir Frederick Thesiger, who acted as his Lordship’s Aid-de-camp ; and 
found the Prince near the Sally-port, animating his people in a spirited manner. 

Whether we were actually firing at that time in the Elephant or not, I am 
unable to recollect ; it could only have been partially, at such of the farther Ships 
as had not struck. The three Ships ahead of us were, however, engaged ; and 
from the superiority of the force opposed to them, it was by no means imjiro- 
bable that Lord Nelson’s observing eye pointed out to him the expediency of a 
prudent conduct. Whether this suggested to him the policy of a Flag of Truce or 
not, two solid reasons were apparent, and were such as to justify the measure : viz., 
the necessity of stopping the irregular fire from the Ships which had surrendered — 
and the singular opportunity that w'as thus given, of sounding the feelings of an 
Enemy, who had reluctantly entered into the war, and who must feel the generosity 
of the first offer of amity coming from a conq[uering foe. If there >verc a third 
reason for the conduct of the noble Admiral, and some of his own Officers assert 
tills, it was unnecessai*y that it should have been expressed ; it was certainly not 
avowed, and will for ever remain a matter of conjecture.’ While the Boat was absent, 
the animated fire of the Ships ahead of us, and the approach of tw’o of the Com- 
mander-in -Chief’s division, the llamilies and Defence, caused tlie remainder of the 
I'hiemy’s Line to the eastvvtu'd of the Trekroner to strike : that formidable Work con- 
tinued its fire, but fortunately at too long a range to do serious damage to any one 
except the Monarch, whose loss in men, this day, exceeded that of any Tiine-of- 
Battle Ship during the war. From the uninjured state of this Outwork, which had 
been manned at the close of the Action with nearly LOGO men, it was deemed im- 
practicable to caiTy into execution the projected plan for storming it; the Boats for 
this ser\icc had been on the starboard side of each Ship during the Action. The 
firing from the Crown Battery and from our leading Ships did not cease until past 
three o’clock, when the Danish Adjutant-General, liindholm, returning with a Flag 
of 'rruoe, directed the fire of the halter}’ to be su.speiuled. The signal for doing the 
same, on our part, was then made from our Ship to those engaged. ’The Action 
closed after five hours’ duration, four of which were warmly contested. 

“ The aiisw’er from the Prince llegciit was to inquire more minutely inlo the 
purport of the message. I should here observe, that previous to the Boat’s getting 
on boai-d, Lord Nelson had taken the opinion of his valuable friends, Fremantle 
ami Foley, the former of whom had been sent for from the Ganges, as to the prac- 
ticability of advancing with the Ships which were least damaged, upon that part 
of the Danish Line of Defence yet uninjured. Their opinions were averse from it ; 
and, on the other hand, decided in favour of removing our Fleet, whilst the wind 
yet held fair, from their present intricate Channel. Lord Nelson was now prepared 
how to act w’heii IVIr. Lindholm came on board, and the following answer was re- 
turned to the Crown Prince by Captain Sir Frederick Thesiger: ‘ Lord Nelson’s 
object in sending the Flag of 'Pruce was humanity ; he therelore consents that hos- 
tilities shall cease, and that the wounded Danes may be ttiken on shore. And Lord 
Nelson will take his prisoners out of the Vessels, and burn and carry off his prizes as 

waistcoat. The decks, as you observe, were perfectly clear fore and aft, and the place 
where the Note was written wtis at the extreme after-part of the Ship. Captain 
Foley commanded the Elephant : Captmn Thesiger, to the best of my remembrance, 
held no com man d, but was merely a volunteer on board Sir Hyde Parkers Flag- 
ship, and, in consequence of his knowledge of Copenhagen and the Danish language, 
he was considered the fittest Officer to be entnisted with the Flag of Truce. ’ 

^ Vide Lord Nelson’s explanation of his motives, pp. 345, 358, post. 
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he shnil think fit. Lord Nelson, with hnnible duty to his SoyoJ Hiffhnes.s the 
rrinre of Denmark, will consider tin's the greatest victory lie has ever gained, if it 
may be the cause of a hai)]>y reconciliation and union between his own most 
gracious Sovereign, and his Majesty the King of Denmark.’ His Lordship, having 
finished this letter, referred the Adjutant- General to the Commonder-in-Chief, who 
was at anchor at least four miles off, for a conference on the important points which 
the hitter part of the message had alluded to; and to this General Lindholm did 
not object, but proceeded to the London. Lord Nelson wisely foresaw, that, ex- 
clusive of the valuable opportunity that now offered itself for a renewal of Peace, 
time would be gained by this long row out to sea, for our leading Ships, which were 
much crippled, to clear the shoals, and whose course was under the immediate fire 
of the Trekronor. The Adjutant -General was no sooner gone to the London, and 
Captain Thesiger despatched on shore than the signal was made for the Glatton, 
Elephant, Ganges, Defiance, and Monarch, to weigh in succession. The intricacy 
of the Channel now showed the great utility of what had been done ; the Monarch, 
as first Sliip, immediately hit on a .shoal, but was pushed over it by the Gauges 
taking her amid ships. Tlic Glatton went clear, but the Defiance and Elephant ran 
aground, leaving the Crown Dattery at a mile distance ; and there they remained fixed, 
the former until ten o’clock that night, and the latter until eight, notwithstanding 
every exertion which their fatigued crews could make to relieve them. Had there 
been no cessation of hostilities, their situation would certainly have been perilous ; 
but it should be observed, on the other hand, that measures would in that case have 
been adopted, and they were within our power, for destroying this formidable Work. 

“ The Elephant being aground. Lord Nelson followed the Adjutant-General, 
about four o’clock, to the London, where that negotiation first began, wliicli ter 
minated in an honourable Peace. He was low' in spirits at tlie surrounding scene 
of devastation, and particularly felt for the blowing up of the Dannebrog. ‘ Well !’ 
he exclaimed, ‘ 1 have fought contrary to orders, and 1 shall perhaps be hanged : 
never mind, let them.’ Lindholm returned to Copenhagen the same evening, when 
it was agreed that all Prizes should be surrendered, and the suspension of hostilities 
continue for twenty-four hours ; the whole of the Danish wounded w^ere to be 
received on shore. liOrd Nelson then repaired on board the St. George, and the 
night was actively passed by theDoafs of the Division wLich had not been engaged, 
in getting afloat the Ships that were ashore, and in bringing out the Prizes. The 
Desiree frigate, towards the close of the Action, going to the aid of tlie Bellona 
became fast on the same .shoal; but neitlier these Ships, nor the Russell, were 
in any danger from the Enemy’s batteries, as the world has frequently since been 
led to suppose.” — Colonel Steivart's Narrative in Clarhc and McArthur, vol. ii. 
pp. 201 — 271. 

“ At the Battle of Copenhagen,” says Mr. Ferguson, the Surgeon of the Elephant, 
1 was amongst the companions of the hero. The attempt was arduous in the ex- 
treme, no common mind w ould have dared to conceive it ; but it was suited to the 
exalted enterprise of Lord Nelson. As his was the invigorating spirit of the Council 
that plajined the attack, so in the execution he only could have commanded success. 
During the interval that preceded the Battle, I could only silently admire when 1 
saw' the first man in all the wmrld spend the hours of the day and night in Boats, 
amidst floating ice, and iji the severest w^eather; and wonder when the light show'ed 
me a path marked by buoys, w'hicli had been trackless the preceding evening. Gu 
tlie 1st of April, in the afternoon, we took our departure with twelve Sail of 
tlie Line, and a proportional number of smaller Vessels, from the main body of 
the Fleet, then lying about four miles below Copfcihageii, and coasted along the 
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outer edge of the slioal called the Middle Ground, until we doubled its farthest 
extremity, when the Fleet ca.st anchor. This slioal, of the same extent as the sea- 
front of the Town, lies exactly before it, at about three-quarters of a mile in distance ; 
the interval between it and the shore had deep water, and is called the King’s 
Channel : there the Danes had arranged their Line of Defence as near the Town as 
possible. It consisted of nineteen Ships and Floating Batteries, flanked at the 
Town’s extremity by two artificial Islands at the mouth of the Harbour, called the 
Crown Batteries, and extended for about a mile along the whole front of the Town, 
leaving intervals for the batteries on shore to play. As our own anchor dropped at 
eight in the evening, Nelson emphatically called out, ‘ 1 wdll fight them the moment 
1 have a fair wind.’ He spent the whole night in consultation. 

“About half-past nine, a.m. of the 2nd of Aiiril, the signals of the different Ships 
having been made, repeated, and answ'ered, w'e had the mortification to see the 
Agamemnon get upon the edge of the shoal, on the first attempt to leave her anchorage, 
where she remained immoveable. A similar misfortune follow ed in succes.sion to the 
Bussell and rolyphemus ; and in addition to all this, the Jamaica frigate, with a con 
voy of Gun-boats and Small craft, having fallen in with the counter-current, made 
the signal of inability to proceed. A mind less invincible than Nelson’s might have 
been discouraged: though the Battle had not commenced, yet he had approached the 
Enemy; and he felt that he could not retreat to wait fur reinforcements, without 
compromising the glory of his Country. The signal to bear down w'as still kept 
flying. His agitation during these moments was extreine : 1 shall never forget the 
imjwcssion it motle on me. It was not, how’cvcr, the agitation of indecision, but of 
ardent, animated patriotism panting for glory, which had jippeared w'ithin his reach, 
and was vanishing from his grasp .” — Clarke and JPArfhar^ vol. ii. pp. 200, 207. 


TO VICE-ADMIRAL SIR HYDE PARKER. 

[From the Letter-Book, and the “London Gazette” of the Ihth of April 1801.] 

Elephant, off Copenhagen, llrd April, iHOl. 

Sir, 

In obedience to your directions to report the proceedings of 
the Squadron named in the margin,” which you did me the 
honour to place under my command, I beg leave to inform 
you, that having, by the assistance of that able Officer, Captain 
lliou, and the unremitting exertions of Captain Brisbane, and 
the Masters of the Amazon and Cruizer in particular, buoyed 
the Channel of the Outer Deep, and the position of the Middle 
Ground, the Squadron passed in safety, and anchored off 
Draco the evening of the 1st; and that yesterday morning I 
made the signal for the Squadron to weigh, and to engage the 

* Elephant, Defiance, Monarch, Bellona, Edgar, Bussell, Ganges, Glatton, Isis, 
Agamemnon, Polyi)hemus, Ardent ; [Frigates] — Amazon, Desiree, Blanche, Alcmeiie ; 
Sloops — Dart, Aitow, Cruizer, and Harpy; Fire-Ships — Zephyr and Otter; Bombs 
— Discovery, Sulphur, Hecla, Explosion, Zebra, Terror, and Volcano, 
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Danish Line, consisting of six Sail of the Line, eleven 
Floating Batteries/ mounting from twentj-six twenty-four 
pounders to eighteen eighteen-pounders, and one Bomb- Ship, 
besides Schooner Gun- Vessels. These were supported by 
the Crown Islands, mounting eighty-eight cannon, and four 
Sail of the Line, moored in the Harbour’s Mouth, and some 
Batteries on the Island of Amak. 

The Bomb-Ship and Schooner Gun-Vessels made their 
escape. The other seventeen Sail are sunk, burnt, or taken, 
being the whole of the Danish Line to the southward of the 
Crown Islands, after a battle of four hours.* 

From the very intricate navigation, the Bellona and Russell 
unfortunately grounded, but although not in the situation 
assigned them, yet so placed as to be of great service. The 
Agamemnon could not weather the shoal of the middle, and 
was obliged to anchor, but not the smallest blame can be at- 
tached to Captain Fancourt : it was an event to which all the 
Ships were liable. These accidents prevented the extension 
of our Line by the three Ships before mentioned, who would, I 
am confident, have silenced the Crown Islands, the two outer 
Ships in the harbour’s mouth, and prevented the heavy loss in 
the Defiance and Monarch ; and which unhappily threw the 
gallant and good Captain Riou, (to whom I had given the 
command of the Frigates and Sloops named in the margin,^ 
to assist in the attack of the Ships at the harbour’s mouth) 
under a very heavy fire. The consequence has been the death 
of Captain Riou, and many brave Officers and men in the 
Frigates and Sloops. 

The Bombs were directed and took their stations abreast of 
the Elephant, and threw some shells into the Arsenal. Captain 
Rose, who volunteered his services to direct the Gun-brigs, 
did everything that was possible to get them forward, but 
the current was too strong for them to be of service during 
the Action ; but not the less merit is due to Captain Rose, 
and, I believe, all the Officers and crews of the Gun-Brigs, for 
their exertions. 

• In the copy in the Letter -Booky “ Seven Sail of the Line, and ten Floating 
Batteries.” 

' “ About four honra.” — Ibid, ^ 

* Blanche, Alcmene, Bart, Arrow, Zephyr, and Otter. 
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The Boats of those Ships of the Fleet who were not ordered 
on the attack, afforded us every assistance ; and the Officers 
and men who were in them merit my warmest approba- 
tion. 

The Desiree took her station in raking the southernmost 
Danish Ship of the Line, and performed the greatest service. 
The Action began at five minutes past ten — the Van led by 
Captain George Murray of the Edgar, who set a noble 
example of intrepidity, which was as well followed up by 
every Captain, Officer, and Man in the Squadron. 

It is my duty to state to you the high and distinguished 
merit and gallantry of Rear-Admiral Graves. To Captain 
Foley, who permitted me the honour of hoisting my Flag in 
the Elephant, I feel under the greatest obligations ; his advice 
was necessary on many and important occasions during the 
Battle. I beg leave to express how much I feel indebted to 
every Captain, Officer, and Man, for their zeal and distin- 
guished bravery on this occasion. The Honourable Colonel 
Stewart did me the favour to be on board the Elephant ; and 
hiraselfi with every Officer and Soldier under his ordei's, shared 
with pleasure the toils and dangers of the day. 

The loss in such a Battle has naturally been very heavy. 
Amongst many other brave Officers and men who were killed, 
I have with sorrow to place the name of Captain Moss, of the 
Monarch, who has left a wife and six children to lament his 
loss ; and among the w{)unded, that of Captain Sir Thomas 
Boulden Thompson, of the Bcllona. I Jiave the honour to be, 
&c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


NOTES SENT BY LORD NELSON, WITH A FLAG OF TRUCE, TO 
COPENHAGEN, DURING THE ACTION OF THE 2ND APRIL, 
1801. 

[Letter- Book.] 

TO THE BROTHERS OF ENGLISHMEN, THE DANES. 

Lord Nelson has directions to spare Denmark, when no 
longer resisting ; but if the firing is continued on the part of 
Denmark, Lord Nelson will be obliged to set on fire all the 
Floating-batteries he has taken, without having the power of 
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saving the brave Danes who have defended them. Dated on 
board his Britannic Majesty’s Ship Elephant, Copenhagen 
Roads, April 2nd, 1801, 

Nelson and Bronte, Vice-Admiral, under the 
Command of Admiral Sir Hyde Parker. 


TO THE GOVERNMENT OF DENMARK. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Elephant, 2inl April, 1801. 

Lord Nelson’s object in sending on shore a Flag of Truce 
is humanity : he, therefore, consents that hostilities shall cease 
till Lord Nelson can take his prisoners out of the Prizes, and 
he consents to land all the wounded Danes, and to burn or 
remove his Prizes. Lord Nelson, with humble duty to His 
Royal Highness, begs leave to say, that he will ever esteem it 
the greatest victory he ever gained, if this Flag of Truce may 
be the happy forerunner of a lasting and happy union between 
my most gracious Sovereign and his Majesty the King of 
Denmark. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


LIST OF THE KILLED AND WOUNDED IN THE ATTACK ON THE 
enemy’s line of defence, BATTERIES, ETC. ON THE 2nD 
OF APRIL. 

Edgar. — Twenty-four Seamen, two Marines, three Soldiers 
of the 49th Regiment, killed ; seventy-nine Seamen, 
seventeen Marines, eight Soldiers of the 49th Regiment, 
wounded. — Total 133. 

Monarch. — Thirty-five Seamen, twelve Marines, eight 
Soldiers of the 49th Regiment, killed ; one hundred and 
one Seamen, thirty-four Marines, twenty Soldiers of the 
49th Regiment, wounded. — Total 210. 

Bellona. — Nine Seamen, two Marines, killed; forty-eight 
Seamen, ten Marines, five Soldiers, wounded. — Total 
74. 

Defiance. — Seventeen Seamen, thv^e Marines, two Soldiers, 
killed ; thirty-five Seamen, five Marines, seven Soldiers, 
wounded. — Total 69. 
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Isis.— Twenty-two Seamen, four Marines, two Soldiers of 
the Rifle Corps, killed; sixty-nine Seamen, thirteen 
Marines, two Soldiers of the Rifle Corps, wounded. — 
Total 112. 

Amazon. — Ten Seamen, one Marine, killed ; sixteen Sea- 
men, five Marines, wounded. — Total 32. 

Glatton. — Seventeen killed, thirty-four wounded. — Total 
51. 

Desiree. — Three wounded. 

Blanche. — Six Seamen, one Marine, killed ; seven Seamen, 
two Marines, wounded. — Total 16. 

Polyphemus. — Four Seamen, one Marine, killed; twenty 
Seamen, four Marines, wounded. — Total 29. 

Elephant. — Four Seamen, three Marines, one Soldier of 
the Rifle Corps, killed; eight Seamen, one Marine, 
two Soldiers of the Rifle Corps, wounded. — Total 19. 

Alcmene. — Five Seamen killed ; twelve Seamen, two Ma- 
rines, wounded. — Total 19. 

Dart. — Two killed ; one wounded. — Total 3. 

Ganges. — Five killed; one missing. — Total 6. 

Russell. — Five Seamen, one Marine, wounded. — Total 6. 

Ardent. — Twenty-nine Seamen and Marines killed ; sixty- 
four Seamen and Marines wounded. — Total 93. 

Officers Killed. 

Edgar. — Edmund Johnson, First Lieutenant; Lieutenant 
Benjamin Spencer, Marines. 

Defiance. — George Gray, Lieutenant ; Matthew Cobb, 
Pilot. 

Elephant. — Captain James Bawden, of the Cornish Miners, 
Volunteer in the Rifle Corps; Mr. Henry Yaulden, 
Master’s Mate. 

Polyphemus. — Mr. James Bell, Midshipman. 

Isis. — Mr. Daniel Lamond, Master; Mr. Henry Long, 
Lieutenant of the Marines ; Mr. George M‘Kinlay, 
Mr. Thomas Ram, Midshipmen ; Mr. Grant, Lieutenant 
of the Rifle Corps. 

Ganges. — Mr. Robert Stewart, Master. 

Dart. — Mr. Edwin Sandys, Lieutenant. 

Glatton. — Mr. Alexander Nicholson, Pilot. 

Monarch. — Captain Robert Mosse. 
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Amazon. — Captain Edward Riou; Hon. George Tucket,^ 
Midshipman ; Mr. Jos. Rose, Captain’s Clerk. 

Ardent. — Mr. George Hoare, Midshipman. 

Officers Wounded. 

Edgar. — Joshua Johnson, Second Lieutenant; William 
Goldfinch, Fifth Lieutenant ; Mr. Gahagan, Mr. Whim- 
per, Mr. Ridge, Mr. Proctor, Mr. Domett, Midshipmen, 
slightly. 

Defiance. — Mr. Paterson, Boatswain ; Mr. Gallaway, Mid- 
shipman ; Mr. Niblet, Captain’s Clerk ; Mr. Stephenson, 
Pilot. 

Elephant. — Mr. Robert Gill, Midshipman of the St. George, 
Mr. Hugh Mitchell, Midshipman. 

Alcmene. — Mr. Henry Baker, acting Third Lieutenant ; 
Mr. Charles Meredith, Lieutenant of the Marines ; Mr. 
Charles Church, Boatswain; Mr. G. A. Spearing, Master’s 
Mate ; Mr. Pratt, Pilot. 

Polyphemus. — Mr. Edward Burr, Boatswain. 

Desiree. — Mr. King, Lieutenant, slightly. 

Isis. — Mr. Richard Cormack, Lieutenant; Mr. Reuben 
Pain, Mr. Simon Frazer, Mr. Charles Jones, Midship- 
men. 

Ganges. — Mr. Isaac Davis, Pilot, badly. 

Glatton. — Mr. Tindall, Lieutenant; Mr. Robert Thomp- 
son, Master’s Mate ; Mr. John Williams, Midshipman. 

Monarch. — Mr. William Minchin, Lieutenant; Mr. James 
Marrie, Lieutenant of Marines ; Mr. James Dennis, 
Lieutenant of the 49tli Regiment; Mr. Henry Swimmer, 
Mr. W. J. Bowes, Mr. Thomas Harlowe, Mr. George 
Morgan, Mr. Philip le Vesconte, Midshipmen ; Mr. 
William Joy, Boatswain. 

Bellona. — Sir T. B. Thompson, Bart.,^ Captain, lost his leg; 
Mr. Thomas Southey, Lieutenant; Mr. Thomas Wilks, 
Lieutenant, slightly ; Captain Alexander Sharp, of 
the 49th Regiment, badly ; Mr. James Einmerton, 

Master’s Mate ; Mr. Anderson, Mr. Edward 

Daubeny, Mr. William Sitford, Mr. Fig, Midshipmen. 


* but a mistake for the Honourable Jbh/i TucAet. 

* Sic, but a mistake, as be was not maSe a Baronet until 1800. 
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Amazon.— Mr. James Harry, Mr. Philip Horn, Master’s 
Mates. 

Killed. — Officers 20 

Seamen, Marines, and Soldiers 234 

254 

Wounded. — Officers 48 

Seamen, Marines, and Soldiers 641 

689 


Total Killed and Wounded, 943 

Lord Nelson’s Dispatch was transmitted to the Admiralty by Sir Hyde Parker, 
witli the following Letter : — 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIBALTY. 

[From the “ London Gazette,” of April irith, 1801.] 

“ London, Copenhagen Roads, fith April, 1801. 

“ Sir, 

“ You will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that 
since my letter of the 23rd of March, no opportunity of wind offered for going up 
the Sound until the 25th, wdicn the wind shifted in a most violent squall from the 
S.W. to the N.W. and North, and blew with such violence, and with so great a sea, as 
to render it impos.sible for any Ship to have >veighed her anchor. The wind and 
sea Avcrc even so violent as to oblige many Ships to let go a second anchor, to pre- 
vent them from driving, notwithstanding they were riding with tAvo cables on end; 
and by the morning, the wind veered again to the southward of the west. 

“ On the 30th of last month, the wind having come to the northward, we passed 
into the Sound with the Fleet, but not before 1 had assured myself of the hostile 
intentions of the Danes to oppose our passage, as the papers marked Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
and 1, w ill jn-ove ; after this intereourse there could be no doubt remaining of their 
determination to re.sist. 

“ After anchoring ahoiit five or six miles from the Island of Hiieu, I reconnoitred 
with Vice Admiral Lord Nelson, and Rear-Admiral Graves, the formidable Line of 
Ships, Radeans, Pontoons, Galleys, Fire Ships, and Gun-Boats, flanked and sup- 
ported hy extensive Batteries on the two Islands called the Crowms, the largest of 
which was mounted with from fifty to seventy pieces of cannon. These w ere again 
commanded hy tw’o Ships of seventy guns, and a large Frigate, in the inner Road of 
Copenhagen, and tw*o sixty-fonr gun Ships (w-ithout masts) were moored on the 
Flat, on the starboai'd side of the entrance into the Arsenal. The day after, the 
wind heing southerly, w’o again examined their position, and came to the resolution 
of attacking them from the sonthward. 

“ Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson having offered his services for conducting the attack, 
had, some days before we entered the Sound, shifted his Flag to the Elephant, and 
after having examined and buoyed the Outer Chauuel of the Middle Ground, his 
Lordship proceeded with the twelve Ships of the Line named in the margin,* all 

* Elephant, Defiance, Monarch, Bellona, Edgar, Russell, Ganges, Glatton, Isis, 
Agamemnon, Polyphemus, Ardent. 
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the Frigates, Bombs, Fire-Ships, end all the smdl Vessels, end that ereuiug 
mchored off Draco Point, to make his disposition for the attack, and wait for the 
wind to the southward. It was agreed between us that the remaining Ships with 
me, sliould weigh at the same moment his Lordshi]) did, and menace the Crown 
Batteries, and the four Ships of tlie Line that lay at the entrance of the Arsenal, 
as also to cover our disabled Ships as they come out of Action. 

“ I have now the honour to enclose a copy of Lord Nelson’s report to me of the 
Action on the 2nd instant. His Lordship has stated so fully the whole of his pro- 
ceedings on that day, as only to leave mo the opportunity to testily my entire 
acquiescence and testimony of the braverj' and intrepidity with which the Action 
was supported throughout the Line. 

“ Was it possible for me to add anytliing to the well-earned renown of Lord 
Nelson, it would be by asserting, that his exertions, great as they have heretofore 
been, never were earned to a higher pitch of zeal for his Country’s service. 

“ I have only to lament that the sort of attack, confined within an intricate and 
narrow passage, excluded the Ships particularly under my command from the 
opportunity of exhibiting their valour; but 1 can with great truth assert, that the 
same spirit and zeal animated the whole of the Fleet ; and 1 trust that the contest 
in which we are engaged, will on some future day atford them an occasion of show- 
ing that the whole were inspired with the same spirit, had the field been sufficiently 
extensive to have brought it into action. 

“ It is with the deepest concern I mention the loss of Captains Mosse and Biou, 
two very brave and gallant Officers, and whose loss, ns 1 tun well informed, will be 
sensibly felt by the families they have left behind them ; the former a wife and 
children, the latter an aged mother. From the known gallantry of Sir Thomas 
Thompson on former occasions, the Naval service will have to regret the loss of 
the future exertions of that brave Officer, whose leg was shot off. For all other 
particulars I beg leave to refer their Lordships to Captain Otway, who was with 
Lord Nelson in the latter poi't of the Action, and able to answer any questions that 
may be thought uecessaiy to put to him. A Eeturn of the Killed and Wounded 
you will receive herewith. I have the honour to he, &c. 

H. Parker. 

“ P.S. — The promotions and appointments that have taken place on this occasion 
will be sent by ibc next oiiportiinity that offers ; but I cannot close this without 
acquainting their Lordships that Captain Mosse being killed very early in the 
Action, Lieutenant John Yelland continued it with the greatest spirit and good con- 
duct; I must, therefore, in justice to his merit, beg leave to recommend him to 
their Lordships’ favour.” 

The following was the Official account of the Battle, transmitted to his Iloyal 
Highness the Crown Prince, by the Danish Commander-in Chief, Olfert Fischer, 
w'hose mis-statements occasioned the remarkable Correspondence betw’een Lord 
Nelson and the Danish Adjutant-General Lindholm, winch will be found in a sub- 
sequent page : — 

“ On the 1st of April, at half-past three in the afternoon, two Divisions of ih<. 
English Fleet, under the Command of Vice Admiral Lord Nelson and a Pear 
Admiral, weighed anchor, and stood eastwai’ds and by south of the Middle Passage 
of the Road, where they anchored. This Force consisted of twelve Ships of the 
Line, and several large Frigates, Gim-boats,and other smaller Vessels, in all tliirty- 
one Sail. 

“ On the 2nd of April, at three quarters past nifte in the morning, the wind S.E., 
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both tbeVossels to'the south, and the Vessels to the north of the Middle Hoad, M’^eighed 
anchor. he Ships of the Line and heavy Frigates under Lord Nelson steered for the 
Konigstiefc, to take their Station in order, along the Line of Defence, confided to me. 
The Gun-boats and smaller Vessels took their Station nearer to the Town; and the 
Division of Admiral Parker, consisting of eight Ships of the Line and some Small 
Vessels, steered with a press of sail southwards to the right wing of Defence. At 
half-post ten, the foremost Ships of Admiral Nelson’s Division passed the southern- 
most Ships of the Line of Defence. I gave those Ships that were within shot the 
Signal for Battle. The Block Ships Pro vestein and Vagrien, and immediately after 
these the .Jutland, between which and the Block Ship Dannebrog, the leading 
English Ship (of 71 guns) fixed her station by throwing out one of her rear anchors, 
obeyed the Signal by a well-directed and well- supported fire. By degrees the rest 
of the Ships came up, and as they sailed past on both sides of the Ships already at 
anchor, they formed a thick Line, which, as it stretched northwards to the Ship of 
the Line, the Zealand, engaged not more than two-thirds of the Line of Defence 
committed to me ; while the Three Crowns Battery, and the Block Ships Elephant 
and Mars, with the Frigate TTjelperen, did not come at all into the Action. In half 
an hour the Battle was general. Ten Ships of the Line, among win eh was one of 
eighty guns, the rest chiefly Seventy-fours, and from six to eight Frigates, on the 
one side. On the other, seven Block Ships, of which only one of seventy -four guns ; 
the rest of sixty- four and under, tw'o Frigates, and six Small Vessels. This was the 
respective strength of the two parties. The Enemy' had on the whole two Ships to 
one, and the Block Ship Provesteiu had, besides a Ship of the Line, and the Rear- 
Admiral, two Frigates against her, by which she was raked the whole time, without 
being able to return a shot. 

“ If I only recapitulate historically what your Ilighuess, aud along with you a 
great portion of the Citizens of Denmark and Europe, have seen, I may venture to 
call that an unequal Combat, which was maintained and supported for four hours aud 
a. half witli unexampled courage aud cflcct, in which the fire of the superior force 
was so much weakened for an hour before the end of the Battle, that several English 
Ships, and particuhuly Lord Nelson’s, were obliged to fire only single shots ; that 
this Hero himself, in the middle and very heat of the battle, sent a Flag of Truce on 
shore to propose a cessation of hostilities; if I add, that it was aimouuced to me 
that two English Ships of tlie Line had struck, but being supported by the assist- 
ance of fresh Ships, again hoisted their Flags, I may, in sucli circumstances, he 
permitted to say', and I believe I may appeal to the Fhiemy’s own confession, that in 
this Engagement Denmark’s ancient Naval reputation blazed forth with sucli in- 
credible splendour, that I thank Heaven all Europe are the witnesses of it. Yet 
the scale, if not equal, did not decline far to the disadvaiitiigo of Denmark. The 
Ships that were first and mo.st obstinately attacked, even surrounded by the Enemy, 
the incomparable Provesteiu fought till almost all her guns were dismounted. But 
these Vessels were obliged to give way to superior Force, and the Danish fire ceased 
along the whole Line from north to south. 

“ At half-past eleven, the Dannebrog Ship of the I.iuc, which lay alongside 
Admiral Nelson, was set on fire. I repaired with my Flag on hoard the Holstein, 
of the Line belonging to the North wing. But the Dannebrog long kept lier Flag 
flying in spite of this disaster. At the cud of the Battle she had two hundred aud 
seventy men killed and wounded. At half past two, the Holstein was so shattered, 
and had so many killed and wounded, and so many guns dismounted, that I then 
caused the Pendant to be hoisted, instead of my Flag, and went on shore to the 
battery of the Three Crowns, from which I commanded the North wing, wliich was 
VOL. IV. Y 
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slightly engaged with the Division of Admiral Parker, till about four o’clock, when 
I received orders from your Royal Highness to put an end to the Engagement. Thus 
the quarter of the Line of Defence from the Three Crowns to the Frigate Hjelperen, 
was in the power of the Enemy; and the Hjelperen thris finding herself alone, 
slipped her cables and steered to Stirbfen. The ShipElwin, after she hod received 
niauy shots in the hull, and had her masts and rigging shot away, and a great num- 
ber killed and wounded, retreated within the Crowns. The Gun-boats Nybiirg and 
Aggershuiis, wdiich last towed the former away, when near sinking, ran ashore ; and 
the Gernershe Floating battery, wliich had suffered much, together with the Block 
Ship Dannebrog, shortly after the Battle, blew up. Besides the visible loss the 
Enemy have suffered, I am convinced their loss in killed and wounded is consider- 
able. The advantage the Enemy have gained by their Victory, too, consists merely 
in Ships which are not fit for use, in spiked cannon, and gunpowder damaged by 
sea w ater. The numher of killed and wounded cannot yet be exactly ascertained ; 
but I calculate it from sixteen to eighteen hundred men. Among the former it is 
witli grief that I mention the Captain of the Block Ship Indosforetten, and the Frigate 
Cronenberg, Captain Thara, and first Lieutenant Ilauch, with several other brave 
Officers. Among the wounded, the Commander of the Dannebrog, who, besides 
other w'ouiids, has lost his right hand. I want expressions to do justice to the un- 
exampled courage of the Officers and Ciws. The Battle itself can only enable you 
to form an idea of it. 

“Olfert Fischer.” 


“a list of the DANISH NAVAL FORCE CALLED THE LINE OF DEFKNSION, OPPOSED TO THE DRITISH 
FLEET UNDER THE COMMAND OF ADMIRAL LORD NELSON, BEFORE COPENHAGEN, APRIL 2nD l^^Ol ; 
, WITH remarks” COPIED FROM A PAMPHLET PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH, AT COPENHAGEN. 

[From the “Naval Chronicle,” vol. vi. p. ISO.] 


Names. 

Description. 

Commanders. 

No. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Reuiarks. 

Provost ein, 

Dlock-ship, 

Captain Lassen, 

1 

Mi 

.'-,15 

C Taken and burnt. Forsalien 
(. when the Guns were iiseloss. 

Vagrion, 

Ditto, 

Aid-de-Camp Risbrigh, 

2 

48 

301 

Ditto. 

Rondsbovg, 

Pram, 

Captain-Lieut. Egcde, 

3 

20 

216 

("Driven on the .shoals, aiKlliurnt 
i by the enemy. 

Nyborg, 

Ditto, 

Captaln-Lieut. Rothc, 

4 

20 

209 

Escaped, aftcrward.s sunlv.'' 

Jylland, 

Block-ship, 

Captain Brandt, 

.5 

48 

390 

Taken. Since burnt by tlictiifiny 

Suorflslien, 

Radcaii, 

Lieut. Sommerfeldt, 

G 

20 

117 

Taken. Dilto.^ 

Kronborg, 

Block-ship, 

Lieutenant Hauch, 
Lieutenant Moller, 

7 

22 

196 

Taken. Ditto.* 

llageu, 

Radcau, 

8 

20 

155 

Taken. Ditto.* 

l^lannebrog, 

Block -ship. 

Captain F. Broun, 

9 

G2 

.336 

C Caught fire, and blew up 
t the action. 

Elven, 

Small repeat, frig. 

Lieutenant Holstecn, 

10 

G 

80 

]<]| scaped. 

Grenier’s re Jean, 

No. 1, 

Lieutenant Willemoes, 

11 1 

24 

120 

Ditto.* 

Aggershuus, 

Pram, 

Lieutenant Fasting, 

12 ; 

20 , 

213 1 

Ditto. Afterwards Mink. 




1 ' 


f Driven by the waves uiuiei' 

Syoslland, 

Ship of the Lino, 

Captain Ilarboe, 

13 i 

1 

74 1 

529 

J 1'rekroner battery, and 

1 after the armistice, 




1 



L burnt. 

Cliarlotto Amalia, 

Block-ship, 

Captain Kofod, 
Lieutenant Middlebo, 

14 i 

2G 

225 

Taken, and afterwards imrnt. 

Sbhesteen, 

Radean, 

l.-» j 

18 1 

126 

Ditto.* . 





1 

r Taken, and put in 

ITolstocn, 

Ship of the Line, 

Captain Ahrcnfoldt, 

16 

GO 

400 

J dition by the enemy, sad 

t ried away as a troi It,' ' 

indfodstratten, 

Block-ship, 

Captain Thura, 

17 

64 

390 

Taken. Afterwards bmta. 

Hjelperen, 

Frigate, 

Capt.-Lt. Lilllcnshield, 

18 

20 

265 

Fiscaped. 


Total G28 guns, 4840 men. 
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THE- FORCE REMAINING IN THE ROAD TO DEFEND THE ll.VRnOUR, UNDER THE 
ORDERS OF CII.iMBERLAIN .STEIN HILLE. 


Names. 

Description. 

Commanders. 

No. 

Guns. 

Elephanten, 

Block-ship, 

Captain Von Thura, 
Captain Gyldenfeldt, 


70 

Mars, 

Ditto, 

20 

04 

Daiinemark, 

Ship of the Dine, 

Chamberlain Stein Bille 

21 

74 

Trekoner, 

Ditto, 

Captain Riegelsteii, 

i 22 

74 

Iris, 

Frigate, 

Captain W. Brow n, 

OJj 

40 

Sarpon and 
Nidolven. 

Brigs. 

of 18 gnus 
each. 


“ Twelve Ohebeclts, each of two . . ;24 pounders. 

Two ditto ditto . . 12 ditto. 

The Great Trekroner Battery of thirty 24 ditto. 

Ditto thirty-eight JIG ditto. 

Ditto one OG ditto, carroiiade, 

Provided with three furnaces to heat balls. 

“ The Ships and Vessels marked thus*, were placed a little behind the others on 
account of their weakness, but in the evening of the Ist of April, Coinmodoro 
Fischer seeing the great number of the Enemy, ordered them to come into the line. 
It can easily be perceived that this Defeiision was to answer no other end than to 
keep a wise Enemy at too great a distance to bombard the Town ; or to make 
un audacious Enemy so great a resistance, as would cost them many men, and 
endanger their Ships in such a degree, as to render their future proceedings of little 
consetpieiice. The result has answered these expectations. The Enemy taking the 
advantage of the defeiision being immoveahle, attacked the weakest part thereof, but 
ivere so warmly received, and met with such a long and unexpected re.sistauee, that 
they prefeiTed negotiation to hostility. 


“ SOUTH WING OF DEFEXSION. 


“W'HAT STATE THE SHI PS WERE IN WHICH COMPOSED THE LINE OF DEFENSION, W'lTll 
THE NUMBER OF GUNS, AND WEIGHT OF METAL EACH SHIP CARRIED. 


Provestein, 

Vagrion, 

Rendsborg, 

Nyborg, 

Jylland, 

SueiTisken, 

Kronborg, 

Hagen, 


, An old Three-decker, cut dowui to tw o decks, dismantled and 
3 condemned. Twenty eight guns of tliirty-six-poimders, and 
^ and twenty-eight of twenty -four-pouiulcrs. 
f An old Two-decker, iiuartcr-deck cut down. Condemned. All 
f her guns of tw'eiily-fbur pounders. 

f All old Pram for the transport of cavalry, w ilh masis and sails ; 
\ her guns of twenty -four pounders. 

Ditto, completely rigged. Her guns of twcuLy-four-poundei‘.s. 
An oldTwo- decker condemned, willioiit poop or masts. Twenty- 
j four guns of twenty-four pounders, and twTUity-foiir of 
C t\velve-])ouuder.s. 

\ Square Floating- buttery with masts. The guns of eighteeu- 
i pounders. 

fAn old coiidcnmed Frigate, cut dow'ii anti dismantled. The 
I guns of twenty-foiir-pomiders. 

A Battery, like the Siierfisken. The ^uus of eiglitecn-pouiulcrs. 



324 


LETTERS. 


[1801. 

fAu old condemned Two-decker, cut down and dismantled. 
j Tlie guns twenty-four of twenty-four-pounders, twenty-four 
C of twenty-two-pounders, and fourteen of eight-pounders. 

C A small Repeating vessel rigged. The guns of twenty four- 
( pounders. 

Old, and without masts. The guns of twenty-four-pounders. 
cAn old cavaliy Transport, without masts or sails. Her guns 
( of twenty-four -pounders. 

^ A Two-decker, condemned and unrigged. The guns thirty of 
3 twenty four-pounders, thirty of eighteen- pounders, and 
Q fourteen of eight-pounders. 

{ A condemned Indiomau. Condemned and dismantled. The 
guns of twenty-four pounders. 

5 A Batter}', like the Suerfisken. The guns of twenty-four- 
pouudei*s. 

f A Two-decker newly repaired, and able to serve for twelve years. 
^ The guns twenty-four of twenty-four pounders, twenty-four 
( of twelve pounders, and twelve of eight-pounders. 

^An old condemned Two-decker, cut down and dismantled. 
3 Twenty-six guns of tweuty-four-pounders, twenty-six of 
C twelve pounders, and twelve of eight-pounders, 
f A good completely rigged Frigate. The guns of thirty six- 
\ pounders. 

“ NORTH WING OF DEFEN9ION. 

“ THE BATTERY OR ISLAND OF TREKRONER. 

“ Mars of 64 guns. An old Two-decker, condemned and without masts. 
Elephanten of 70 guns. Ditto. 

This Wing, which properly defended the entry of the Harbour, was likewise 
supported by the advanced Battery of the Citadel, and by a moveable Squadron 
situated behind, which con^sistsd of the 

Dannemark ....... 74 guns 

Trekroiier 74 

Iris 40 

Sarpen and Kidelvcn, Brigs of 18 guns each, 
under the orders of Chamberlain Bille. 

“REMARKS. 

“ The Frigates that raked the Provestein fore and n.^’t, were at anchor opposite the 
battery on Aimak Island, at about 3400 Danish feet distance. The guns of tlie 
outermost fortifications at the S. E. of Copenhagen, being 4600 Danish feet distant 
from the nearest Ships of the Defension, were of no service while the Action 
lasted; they began to fire when the Enemy took possession of the abandoned 
Ships, but it Avas at the same time that the parley appeared. Parker’s Division 
was engaging at a great distance ; the Block-ships of the north wing and the Tre- 
kroner batter}' kept him in awe, as well as Nelson’s van, so that Parker’ .s motions could 
have no other tendency than to hinder this part of the Defension from assisting the 
others, and to keep Stein Bille’s Squadron from coming out to take possession of 
those English Ships which had struck, or to succour the nearest part of the fighting 
Wing. The Citadel, too frr behind to use its guns, threw several shells, but soon 
left off on account of its great distance. Tlie Foe had not only the advantage of the 


Donnebrog, 

Elven, 

Grenier’s float, 
Aggershiius, 

Symlland, 

Charlotte Amalia, 

Sbhesten, 

Holsteen, 

Indfodstratten, 

Hjelperen, 
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wind, which sent the smoke on oiii* Ships, hut likewise of the current, which per - 
mitted them to stop where they thought proper by means of a stern anchor, and 
thereby were enabled judiciously (as Commodore Fischer mentions in bis report) 
to assist, cover, or draw back their Ships, in order to distribute the damage so 
equally on oil, that none should be totally lost, but that they might all, at least in 
appearance, safely come out of so warm a fight. The Danes had the misfortune, 
half an hour after the Action began, to have the Rendsborg Pram’s cable shot ofiT, 
which caused her to drive on a hank behind the line, with her bows towards the 
Enemy, so that she became useless. The second misfortune, which happened almost 
immediately, was the Daunebrog’s catching fire. The third, that the Syajlland’s 
cables were shot aw'ay. The fourth was that the Chief of the Infodstratteu w as killed 
by the same fire from the Enemy. The fight was, nevertheless, continuing, and the 
fire of the southerly fortification of the Town became effective, as well as that of 
the Block ships, the Mars and Elephanten, and the Trekroner battery, by the ap- 
proach of the Enemy, when Lord Nelson sent a parley on shore: he thereby gained 
time to succour those of his Ships that had struck, to help others off that were 
aground, and to take a quiet possession of those wrecks that were either surrendered 
or forsaken.” 

A very interesting account of the Battle of Copenhagen is given by the celebrated 
Historian, Niebuhr, who was then in that City, in a series of letters to Madame 
Hcn.sler, w’ritten during the Action ; a translation of which letters is published in 
Tail's Magazine for June hist. Niebuhr not only represents Nelson’s conduct 
as having been absurdly undignified, but he says, that “ two English Ships of 
the Line struck, but could not be taken — that “ the Enemy have burnt several 
of their own disabled Ships, more are said to have been thus burnt than they 
have captured from us !” and that “ their loss is reported to amount to 2000 men, 
killed and wounded.” It is also proper to refer to ]Monsr. Tliiers’ recent animated 
description of the Battle; and the generous admiration of Nelson, which that 
distinguished wuiter exhibits, is security that he will gladly avail himself of the 
authentic information of Nelson’s conduct, which this Volume affords, to correct his 
mis-statements ; for he will here find ample evidence, that Nelson was neither 
“almost heaten,” nor that, “had the firing continued a few moments longer, Nelson’s 
Fleet, almost disabled, would have been obliged to retire, half destroyed.” Monsr. 
Thiers will find, also, that Nelson had no other motive for sending the Flag of Truce, 
than humanity to a conquered but brave and noble Foe. 

Other accounts of the Battle of Copenhagen will be found in James’ Xaval 
Hisfnrgy vol. V. p. 05, cl scq.\ in Southey’s : and in a Letter from an 

Officer of the Ganges, in the Xaval Chronicle, vol. v. p. JOS. 

Colonel Stewart’s Narrative contains some farther parlicnlars of much interest: — 

“ Early in the morning of the 3rd of April, when it was scarcely light. Lord Nel 
son repaired in his gig, (his u.sual oonveyanee, ) on board of our Ship, the Elephant, 
conceiving that we were still aground. The fatigue and cold of a long row in a 
northern sea, and at that early hour, and after the most severe exertions both of 
body and mind for several successive days, had no effect in causing this uncommon 
man either to indulge in vest, or for on instant to forget those whose fate he valued. 
His delight and praises at finding us afloat were unbounded, taid recompensed all 
our misfortunes. He took a hasty breakfast and then rowed to such of the Prizes, 
as were not yet removed from the Danish shore ; and here he gave another proof of 
the eccentricity, as well as boldness, of his character. Finding that one of the Liue- 
of-Battle Ships, the Zealand, which had struck the last, and was under the immediate 
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protection of the Trekroner, had refused to acknowledge herself to he a captured 
Ship, and made some quibble about the Colours and not the Pendant having been 
hauled down, his Lordship ordered one of our Brigs to approach her, end proceeded 
in his gig to one of the Enemy’s Ships which were within that battery, in order to 
communicate with the Commodore, whose flag was flying on board of the Elephonten. 
When he got alongside, he found it to be his old acquaintance, Miiller, whom he 
had known in the West Indies. He invited himself on board, and acted with so 
much ability and politeness towai'ds his friend and the Officers assembled, that he 
not only explained and gained the point in dispute about the Zealand, but left the 
Ship, as much admired by liis Enemies, as he had long been by those who were his 
intimate friends in his own Fleet. This day was actively employed in refitting the 
Squadron, securing the Prizes, distributing the prisoners, and in negotiating with 
the shore. It was resolved that Lord Nelson should wait on the Prince Kegeut on 
the ensuing day. 

“ On the 4th of April, liis Lordship left the Sliip, accompanied by Captains 
Hardy and Fremantle, and was received with all possible attention from the Prince. 
The populace showed a mixture of admiration, curiosity, and displeasure. A strong 
guard .secured his safety, and appeared ncce.ssary to keep off the mob, whose rage, 
although mixed with admiration at his thus trusting himself amongst them, was 
naturally to be expected. The events of the 2nd had plunged the whole Town into 
a state of terror, astonishment, and mourning ; the oldest inhabitant hod never seen 
a shot fired in anger at his native Couiitrj'. The Battle of that day, and the subset 
quent return of the wounded to the care of their friends on the 2rd, were certainly 
not events tliat could induce the Danish Nation to receive their conqueror, on 
tliis occasion, with much cordiality. It perhaps savoured of rashness in Lord 
Nelson thus early to risk himself amongst llicm ; but w'ith him, his Country’s cause 
was paramount to all personal consideration. 

“ The negotiation continued, and the interim between the 4th and 9tli of April 
was employed in destroying the Prizes, refitting the fleet, and in taking a position 
with the Bomb-vessels and Gun-brigs, in order to open the bombardment, in tlio 
event of hostilities being rencwtMl. On the 0th, Lord Nelson landed agtiiu,and was 
accompanied by the Adjutant-General Lindholin, who come to receive him, and 
whose attention was marked throughout ; and by Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, 
Captain Parker, the Rev. Mr. Scot, &C. He was escorted to the l^alace, suiTOunded 
by an immeuse crowd, who showed more satisfaction on this occasion than on the 
preceding one. The Commissioners, who were appointed to adjust the terms of an 
Armistice, proceeded to business without delay. On the seventh Article of this Treaty 
much difficulty arose, aud the negotiation was likely to have been broken off on the 
point of duration. Tlie Danish Commissioners candidly avowed their apprehension 
of the Court of Russia: Lord Nelson n,ssurcd them, with a degree of candour Jiot 
quite ciwtomtwy in diplomacy, that liis rea.son for requiring so long a tenn as .sixteen 
weeks, was that he might have time to act against tlie Russian Fleet, and then 
return to them. The point not being acceded to on either side, one of the Danish 
Commissioners hinted at the renewuil of hostilities. Uiion which Lord Nelson, who 
understood French siifticicntly to make out what the Commissioner said, turned to 
one of hi.s fi’iends with wuirmtli, and said, ‘ Renew' hostilities ! Tell him that we 
are ready at a moment ; ready to bombard tlii.s veiy night.’ TJie Commissioner 
apologized with politeness, and the business w'ent ou more amicably. The dura- 
tion of the Armistice could not, however, be adjusted ; and the conference broke up 
at two o’clock, for reference to the Crown Prince. A Lev6e was consequently held 
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in one ff the state roomS) the whole of which were without furniture, from the 
apprehension of a bombardment. Ilis Lordsliip then proceeded to a grand dinner 
up stair*, the Prince leading the way. Lord Nelson, leaning on the arm of a friend, 
whispered, ‘ Though I have only one eye, I see all this will burn very well;’ he 
was even then thinking more about the bombardment than about the dinner. During 
the entertainment, which was laid for fifty covers, Lord Nelson sat on the Prince’s 
right hand, and much cordiality prevailed. They were afterwards closeted together 
for some time, and the Prince at length acceded to an Armistice of fourteen weeks’ 
duration; to which Lord Nelson assenting, with the reservation of the approval of 
the Commander'in-Chief, the party returned on board .” — Clarke and McArthur, 

Intelligence of the Battle of Copenhagen reached the Admiralty on the Inth of 
April, and Lord St. Vincent thus immediately acknowledged Lord Nelson’s dispatch;— 


“Admiralty, April, 1801. 

“ My dear Lord, 

“ It is impossible for me to describe the satisfaction expressed by his Majesty, 
his confidential Servants, and the whole body of the People, at the conduct of your 
Lordship, and the Officers, Seamen, Marines, and Soldiers, who sened under your 
auspices on the 2iid Instant ; and all are equally well disposed to give credit to your 
zeal as a negotiator. You cannot have a stronger proof, than in your appointment 
to succeed Admiral Sir Hyde Parker in the command of the Baltic Fleet, on the 
conduct of which, the dearest interests of this Nation depend; and, although the 
death of the late Emperor of Russia appears to have made a material change in the 
politics of the Court of Petersburgh, it is absolutely necessary to be prepared for the 
sudden changes which too frequently happen in the political hemisphere. I will 
seize the first opportunity to convey to the King the high estimation in which you 
hold our friend Colonel Stewart ; he is the bearer of this, and will, 1 am persuaded, 
be of great use to you, both in negotiating and fighting, if there should be again 
occasion. That the same Divine influence which has hitherto prospered all your 
Lordship’s exertions in the cause of your Country, may continue to hover over yon, 
is the fervent prayer of your truly affectionate, St. Vinckxt.” Clarke and McArthur. 

Oil the lOth of April, Loud St. Vincent, First Lord of the Admiralty, “ called 
tlie attention of tlio House of Lords to the recent Victory obtained over the Danes. 
He paid a very handsome compliment to the several persons engaged in the Expe- 
dition, whose conduct upon this occasion, in his opinion, far surpassed anything 
that was to be found in the glorious annals of the British Navy. He then moved 
the Thanks of the House to Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, for the Victory obtained over 
the Danish Fleet on the 2nd of Apri last, and also that the Thanks of the House 
should he given to Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson; to Rear-Admiral (J raves ; to the 
Honourable Colonel Stew'urt, of the lOtli Regiment of Foot ; together with the 
Officers, Marines, and Sailors, serving on board the British Fleet. 


“ Lord Grenville said it would ho impossible for him to add anything to the 


^ impression whicli the House must already have felt with regard to the merits of 


those great and gallant Officers who bad so recently obtained so signal and brilliant 


a Victory. The noble Earl, whose great professional knowledge the Couiitr}’ had 
already felt the benefit of, and which was fully knoun to every Noble Lord 'in that 
House, had, in his short and emphatic address, just desciihed this Victory in a 


manner which spoke more forcibly to the feelings and understandings of men, than 
the most elaborate oratory could do. He bad truly described it as a Victory wliich 
yrM not equalled by any that had ever been achieved by the Navy of Great Britain. 
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It was not, therefore, for the purpose of adding anything to the praise of those 
gallant Officers that he then addressed their Lordships. He rose merely to say a 
few words upon the subject in a political point of view. In the first place, he would 
inform their Lordships, that the Expedition which led to this Victory had been 
planned by his Majesty’s late Ministers ; but, at the same time, he must give the 
present Ministers, and, particularly, that Noble Lord who now presided with such 
distiugiiislied ability at the Admiralty Board, the credit of having forwarded it with 
such astonishing dispatch, as to render the object of k completely successful. It 
was impossible for him to find words to express the sense he entertained of the 
valour and abilities of the noble Admiral who bore a principal share in the late 
Victory, which was not equalled by his most splendid victory at Aboukir. But great 
as was his merit ns an Officer and a Conqueror, he should value those two Vietories 
gained by him, more from the importance of their political consequences, than from 
the valour and talents displayed in achieving them. The Victory at Aboukir w^as 
followed by the greatest advantages to this Country ; and the late Victory in the 
Baltic, which terminated the Northern War as soon as it had been begun, would be 
productive of consequences still more important and beneficial. His Lordship con- 
cluded with giving his most hearty concurrence to the motion. 

“ The Earl of Westmorland said he could not give a silent vote : he must add 
the testimony of his approbation and applause to what had been already said of 
those gallant Officers — whose gieatest merit, however, was that of having been 
praised by the noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty — Itiudari a laudato viro. 

“ Tlie Duke of Clarence said, it might appear presumptuous in him to rise and 
add approbation to what was already mentioned; yet lie would just say, that great 
jiraise w as owing to the laic Eirst Lord of the Admiralty, for the pecuhoi* choice he 
had made of Commanders for the Expedition, and gieat praise also to the present 
Noble l^arl who had dispatched it with a celerity and inomiititude that led almost to 
sure and instant success. He complimented Lord Nelson highly on his courage and 
intrepidity, which Fortune seemed to back in every enterprise in which he was en- 
gaged ; and acknowledged his ow'u personal obligation, as a Prince of the Blood, to 
the gallant Commanders, and to the whole Fleet, for the accomplishment of aVictory, 
which probably in its eflect wonhl restore the possessions on tlie Continent to his 
Family, together with the peace and security of the British Empire, and of 
Europe. 

“ Lord Hood could not content himself w ith giving a silent vote, because he had 
been personally convinced, w hile he had the honour of having those two illustrious 
Officers serving under him, that it was impossible there could be two more 
courageous and able C ommanders, or who were more zealous in their Country's 
Cause.’ 

The Motions were agreed to; and the Thanks were ordered to be communicated 
to the respective Commanders. 

In the House of Commons, on the same day, — 

“ I^Ir. Addington (Chancellor of the Exchequer, rose to move the Thanks of the. 
House to the Officers and Seamen of the Northern Fleet, for the distinguished zeal 
and gallantry wdiich they had shown in the Action of the 2nd of April. He must 
say, that no Action hud taken place in the course of the present W’or, wliicli con* 
tributed more to sustain the character and to add to the lustre of the British Arms. 
For its execution, Sir Hyde Parker, Lord Nelson, and Rear-Admiral Graves, three 
most distinguished Office: s, had been selected; and, thus prepared, the Armament 
proceeded to the North, To enter into all the particulars of the Service was unuc* 
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cessorj ; it was sufficient, therefore, to say, that the Fleet, after passing the Sound, 
advanced to Copenhagen. Such was the situation of the Enemy’s force, that all our 
Ships could not possibly be engaged. In these circumstances, Sir Hyde Parker had, 
with a degree of judgment which reflected the highest credit on his choice, appointed 
Lord Nelson, whose name had already been covered with splendour and renown, to 
the execution of the important enterprise. Great, how’cver, as was the courage, 
the skill, and the success which had been formerly displayed by this illustrious 
Commander at Aboukir, it was not greater than that which had been exhibited in the 
Attack upon the Fleet moored for the defence ofCopenhagcn. But this was not all. 
After the Line of Defence was destroyed, and whilst a tremendous fire was still con- 
tinued, Lord Nelson retired to his cabin, and arldresscd a letter to the Prince Royal 
of Denmark. He then asked that a Flag of Truce might be admitted to land, adding 
at the same time, that if this was denied, he must be obliged to demolish the Floating 
Batteries which were in his power ; and that in such case he could not answer for 
the lives of the brave men by whom they hod been defended. To the answer, which 
required to know the motive of such a message, his reply was — that his only motive 
was humanity; that his wish was to prevent the further effusion of blood ; and that 
no Victory wdiich he could possibly gain would afford him so much x>lea.sure as 
w'ould result from being the instrument of restoring the amicable intercourse which 
had so long existed between his Sovereign and the Government of Denmark. Lord 
Nelson in consequence went on shore, and was received by a brave and generous 
people — for brave they bad sbown themselves in their Defence, and generous in the 
oblivion of their loss — with the loudest and most general acclamations. The Prince 
Royal of Denmark had also received liis Lordship in a manner conformable to his 
high eharnoter. The Negotiation which ensued between them it would be highly 
improper for him now to state; but this he must observe, that Lord Nelson had 
sbown himself as wise as be was brave, and proved that there may be united in the 
same person, the talents of the Warrior and the Statesman. 'I'lie manner in which 
he spoke of Admiral Graves, Colonel Stewart, and the rest of the Gentlemen who lind 
eo-operated with him, showed the kindness of his nature and the gallantry of his 
.spirit, lie gave, in fact, due jiraise for their good conduct to all. Mr. Addington 
concluded a very eomjdimentary Speech hy moving a Vote of Thanks to Sir Hyde 
Parker ‘ for the able and judicious disposition which he had made of the Fleet 
under his Command, when the Line of Defence before Copenhagen was forced, and 
a sigiml Victory obtained.’ 

Lord Hawkesbuby, Secretary of State for Foreign Aftairs, said, in seconding 
the motion of his Right llonourable friend, be should say a very few words, i)re- 
serviiig a silence Jis to the progress of the exiieditioii to ultimate victory, that having 
been so ably detailed by his Right Honourable friend. It was with sincere satis- 
faction be contemxdated that not a drop of British or Danish blood which had been 
spilled, could be attributed to this Country, proposals for on amicable arrangement 
having been made to the last hy England. It wiis the injustice of the Enemy that 
at length compelled us to draw’ the sword, in spite of every eflbrt to the contrary, 
short of the complete abandonment of that very principle, which was the object of 
the contest. The Victory of the ‘.Jndof April must be considered »is more important 
to the interests of the Country, and as leading to events that must be contemxflated 
^vith satisfaction and exultation. 

Mb. Pitt said, he did not rise to detain the House one moment, but to declai*e 
his sincere concurrence in the motion and the sentiments ofl'ered by his Honourable 
friend. 

Mr. Grey said, he also rose to express his entire concurrence in the motion, and 
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he trusted there would not he a dissentient voice upon the occasion. He not only 
wished to thank the Officers and njen employed upon the expedition, but to applaud 
the merit to which Government were entitled for the vigour displayed in its equip- 
ment and dispatch. He was happy to hear the sentiments of moderation expressed 
by the Eight Honourable gentleman, and the prospects which might be entertained 
of a just and equitable peace. An obseiTation had been made by the noble Lord 
which lie thought might have been spared, os leading to an opposition of sentiment, 
which he deprecated upon the present occasion. He was determined, however, that 
nothing should prevent him from joining in the expression of that joy and satis- 
faction which every one most feel. He could not lielp observing, that what had 
been assumed by the noble Lord relative to the cause of the war, was assumed with- 
out any documents being before the House to sux>port it, no communication upon 
the subject having been mode from the Throne ; and this was, perhaps, the only 
war in which this Country hod been engaged, where the first information received 
of it by the House, was a motion for a Vote of Thanks, in consequence of a brilliant 
and decisive Victory, without any previous communication whatever upon the sub- 
ject. 

Mb. Sheridab said, that whatever diflerence of opinion might exist relative to 
our dissensions with the Northern Pow'era, he should have hoped it w'ould not have 
been brought into discussion; and lie applauded the forbcaraiice and moderation of 
Ids Honourable friend, in declining to take notice of certain obsciwatioiis from the 
other side of the House, which might have been lus well avoided, with respect to 
which, he still retained the opinion he formerly had, relative to our contest with the 
Northern Powers. On the subject more immediately before the House, only one 
sentiment could be entertained, that of admiration and gratitude, wdiich words were 
inadequate to express, particularly towards that noble Lord, wJio could gain the 
plaudits and acclarnutious of a vanquished enemy. After the motions of Thanks were 
disposed of, there renndned a more melanclioly duty to perform, to pay a tribute of 
respect and gi-atitiide to the two gallant Officers who had lost their lives on this oc- 
casion. He understood one of those Officers Inul left an agt'd mother, and tlieotJier 
a widow and orphan family, by no means in affluent cirenmstttiices, to wliom he 
trusted tlie siionlaueons benevolence of his Majesty w(nild extend the means of 
comfort, as a small compensation for the heavy loss they Inul sustained. 

Mr. Wiluer force said a few words expressive of his approbation of the motion, 
mid congratulating the Country on the moderation displayed by his Majesty’s 
Ministers. 

The Vote of Thanks to Sir Hyde Parker w’as then put, and carried, ;/e/n. ran. 

The Tlianks of the House were then voted, in like manner, to Lord Nelson, 
Admiral Graves, and Colonel Stewart, of the 40th Eegiment, and the other Officers. 

The aiiproval and acknowledgment of the conduct of the Seamen, Soldiers, and 
Marines, were also passed, iieni. con. 

Mr. Addixgtox then moved an Addrt*ss to His Majesty, that a Monument might 
be erected to the memory of Captains Eiou and Mosse in the Cathedral of St, Paul. 
He said, at the same time, that due attention should be paid to their surviving 
Eelatives. — The motion was agreed to." 

It was not until a month after the news of the Battle reached London, that ilic 
Eewards conferred upon the IW'O Admirals present were officially annoimccd. On 
the Ifhh of May, the “ Loudon Gazette" stated that, “ The King has been pleased 
to grant the dignity of a Vi.scoujit of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland to the Eight Honourable Horatio Baron Nelson, Knight of the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath, and Vice-AdmirJl of the Blue Squadron ol bis 
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Majesty’s Fleet, and the heirs male of his body lawfully begotten, by the name, 
style, and title of Viscount Nelson of the Nile, and of Burnham Thorpe, in the 
county of Norfolk.* 

“The King has also been pleased to nominate and appoint Thomas Graves, 
K.squii*e, Rear-Admiral of the White, to be one of the Knights Companions of the 
Most Honourable Order of the Bath.” 

Medals were not conferred upon the Captains, nor did the City of London vote 
its Thanks to Lord Nelson and his Companions — omissions which he deeply felt, 
and which became the subjects of an extraordinary Correspondence. 

It is also remarkable that the Battle should not have been expressly mentioned 
in the King’s Speech on proroguing Parliament, in October following — there being 
no other allusion to it than that “ the distinguished valour and eminent services of 
my forces by sea and land, which at no period have been surpassed, are entitled to 
my warmest acknowledgments,” in which ‘‘acknowledgment” the Militia, Fencibles, 
Yeomanry, and Volunteer.s, were included. 


TO ADMIRAL SIR HYDE PARKER, BART., COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

[Autograph, in the po.ssession of Admiral Sir Robert Waller Otway, Bart., G.C.B., 
who was then Captain of the Loudon, Sir Hyde Parker’s Flag Ship.] 

St. George, ;3 a.m. 

[ihd April, 1801.] 

My dear Sir Hyde, 

One of the Ships which struck during yesterday’s Battle, 
was by some oversight not taken possession of. I directed 
Lord Henry Paulet, late last night, to do so. His Boats, I 
find, were fired at, and not allowed to come alongside, saying 
they had not surrendered, as their Pendant was still flying. 
Tills is a most disgraceful subterfuge, as this Ship had ceased 
firing, on hauling down her Colours. I think you had better 
demand her in a peremptory manner ; and I recommend your 
sending Otway* for that purpose. In much haste, sincerely 
yours, Nelson and Bronte. 


* See a Copy of the Patent in the Appe?«dix. 

* On the copy of this Note, sent to the Editor, Admiral Sir Robert Otway wrote: 

, “ This Note w'as given to me by Sir Hyde Parker, with his directions to itct upon 

it according to my judgment. I have the satisfaction of adding, that 1 had the 
Ship in (question (which was a 71) given up to me by the Danish Commodore. — 
R. W. Otway, Admiral of the White.” The Ship, the Holstein, was recovered by 
Captain Otway, by a very extraordinni'y n/w, which is described in the memoir of 
that gallant Officer, in Ralfe*s “ Naval Biography,’' 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Tapers.] 

St. George, Copenhagen Roads, April dth, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

It was by your own desire that I trouble you with a letter, 
after having tried the contest afloat with Denmark. I shall 
not trouble you with a history of battles. Suffice it to say, as 
far as we could, we have, by the blessing of God been com- 
pletely victorious. Circumstances threw me in the way of 
communicating with the Prince Royal of Denmark, and it has 
led to some messages passing between the shore and Sir 
Hyde Parker. I own I do not build much hopes on the 
success of negotiation, as it appears clearly to me that Den- 
mark would at this moment renounce all her alliances to be 
friends with us, if fear was not the preponderating con- 
sideration. Sir Hyde Parker thought that probably some good 
might arise, if I went on shore to converse with his Royal 
Highness; I therefore went yesterday noon, dined in the 
Palace, and, after dinner, had a conversation of two hours 
alone with the Prince, (that is, no Minister was present,) only 
his Adjutant-General, Lindholm, was in the room. 

His Royal Highness began the conversation by saying how 
happy he was to see me, and thanked me for my humanity to 
the wounded Danes. I then said it was to me, and would be 
the greatest affliction to every man in England, from the King 
to the lowest person, to think that Denmark had fired on the 
British Flag, and became leagued with her Enemies. His 
Royal Highness stopped me by saying, that Admiral Parker had 
declared war against Denmark. This I denied, and requested 
his Royal Highness to send for the papers, and he would find 
the direct contrary, and that it was the furthest from the 
thoughts of the British Admiral. I then asked if his Roy^d 
Highness would permit me to speak my mind freely on the 
present situation of Denmark, to which he having acquiesced, 
I stated to him the sensation which was caused in England by 
such an unnatural alliance with, at the present moment, the 
furious enemy of England. His answer was, that when he made 
the alliance, it was for the protection of their trade, and that 
Denmark would never be the enem^of England, and that the 
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Emperor of Russia was not the enemy of England when this 
treaty was formed ; that he never would join Russia against 
England, and his declaration to that effect was the cause of 
the Emperor (I think he said) sending away his Minister ; 
that Denmark was a trading Nation, and had only to look to 
the protection of its lawful commerce. His Royal Highness 
then enlarged on the impossibility of Danish Ships under 
Convoy, having on board any contraband trade ; but to be 
subjected to be stopped — even a Danish Fleet by a pitiful Pri- 
vateer, and that she should search all the Ships, and take out 
of the Fleet any Vessels she might please — was what Denmark 
would not permit. To this my answer was simply, ‘ What occa- 
sion for Convoy to fair trade?’ To which he answered, ^ Did 
you find anything in the Convoy of the Freya?’* and that no 
Commander could tell what contraband goods might be in his 
Convoy, &c. &c. ; and as to merchants, they would always sell 
what was most saleable ; that as to swearing to property, I 
would get anything sworn to which I pleased.’ I then said, 

‘ Suppose that England, which she never will, was to consent to 
this freedom and nonsense of navigation, I will tell your 
Royal Highness what the result would be — ruination to Den- 
mark ; for the present commerce of Denmark with the warring 
Powers was half the Neutral carrying trade, and any merchant 
in Copenhagen would tell you the same. If all this freedom 
was allowed, Denmark would not have more than the sixth 
part ; for the State of Hamburgh was as good as the State of 
Denmark, in that case ; and it would soon be said, we will 
not be stopped in the Sound — our Flag is our protection ; and 
Denmark would lose a great source of her present revenue, 
and that the Baltic would soon change its name to the Rus- 
sian Sea.’ He said this was a delicate subject ; to which I 

* On the 25th of July 1800, a small Squadron, under Captain Baker of the 
Nemesis, fell in with the Danish frigate Freya, and her Convoy, off Ostend. The 
intention to search the Convoy being resisted by the Freya, a spirited Action ensued, 
and the Dane, after a most gallant resistance against a very superior force, struck 
his colours, and, with his Convoy, was carried into the Downs. Lord Whitworth 
was immediately sent to Denmark, with a Fleet niuler Vice Admiral Dickson ; and 
on the 28th of August a Convention was signed, by which it was agreed that the 
Freya and her Convoy should be repaired ut the expense of Great Britain, and 
released, and that the question of the right of this Country to examine Convoys 
should bo afterwards discussed in Loudon. 
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replied that his Royal Highness had permitted me to speak 
out. He then said, * Pray answer me a question ; for what is 
the British Fleet come into the Baltic ?’ My answer — * To 
crush a most formidable and unprovoked Coalition against 
Great Britain.’ He then went on to say that his Unclc^ had 
been deceived; that it was a misunderstanding, and that 
nothing should ever make him take a part against Great 
Britain ; for that it could not be his interest to see us crushed, 
nor, he trusted, ours to see him : to which I acquiesced. I 
then said there could not be a doubt of the hostility of Den- 
mark ; for if her Fleet had been joined with Russia and Sweden, 
they would assuredly have gone into the North Sea, menaced 
the Coast of England, and probably have joined the French, 
if they had been able. Ilis Royal Highness said his Ships 
never should join any Power against England ; but it required 
not much argument to satisfy him that he could not help it. 

In speaking of the pretended union of the Northern Powers, 
I could not help saying that his Royal Highness must be sen- 
sible that it was nonsense to talk of a mutual protection of 
trade, with a Power who had none, and that he must be sen- 
sible that the Emperor of Russia would never have thought of 
offering to protect the trade of Denmark, if he had not had 
hostility against Great Britain. He said repeatedly, ‘ I have 
offered to-day, and do offer my mediation between Great 
Britain and Russia.’ My answer was, * A mediator must be 
at peace with both parties. You must settle your matter with 
Great Britain. At present you arc leagued with our Enemies, 
and are considered naturally as a part of the effective force to 
fight us.^ Talking much on this subject, his Royal Highness 
said, ‘ What must I do to make myself equal ?’ Answer — 

^ Sign an Alliance with Great Britain, and join your Fleet to 
ours.’ His Royal Highness — ^ Then Russia will go to war 
with us; and my desire, as a commercial Nation, is to be at 
peace with all the world.’ I told him he knew the offer of 
Great Britain, either to join us, or disarm. ^ I pray. Lord 
Nelson, what do you call disarming ?’ My answer was, ^ That 
I was not authorized to give an opinion on the subject, but I 
considered it as not having on foot any force beyond the cus- 


* King George the Ithird. 
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tomaty establishment.’ Question — * Do you consider the 
Guard-ships in the Sound as beyond that common establish- 
ment?’ Answer — ^ I do not.’ Question — ^ We have always 
had five Sail of the Line in the Cattegat and Coast of Norway.’ 
Answer — ‘ I am not authorized to define what is exactly dis- 
arming, but I do not think such a force will be allowed.’ 
His Royal Highness — * When all Europe is in such a dreadful 
state of confusion, it is absolutely necessary that States should 
be on their guard.’ Answer — ‘ Your Royal Highness knows 
the offers of England to keep twenty Sail of the Line in the 
Baltic.’ He then said, ^ I am sure my intentions are very 
much misunderstood;’ to which I replied, that Sir Hyde 
Parker had authorized me to say that, upon certain conditions 
his Royal Highness might have an opportunity of explaining 
his sentiments at the Court of London — ‘ I am not authorized 
to say on what conditions exactly.’ Question — ‘ But what do 
you think ?’ Answer — * First, a free entry of the British 
Fleet into Copenhagen, and the free use of every thing we may 
want from it.’ Before I could get on, he replied quick, ‘ That 
you shall have with pleasure.’ ‘ The next is, whilst this 
explanation is going on, a total suspension of your treaties 
with Russia. These, I believe, are the foundation on which 
Sir Il 3 ^de Parker only can build other articles for his justifica- 
tion in suspending his orders, which arc plain and positive.’ 
His Royal Highness then desired me to repeat what I had 
said, which having done, he thanked me for my open conversa- 
tion ; and I having made an apology if I had said anything 
which he might think too strong, his Royal Highness very 
handsomely did the same, and we parted ; he saying that he 
hoped w^e would cease from hostilities to-morrow, as on such 
an important occasion he must call a Council. My reception 
was such as I have always found it — far beyond my deserts. 

1 saw Count Bernstoff* for a moment, and could not help 
saying he had acted a very wrong part in my opinion, in in- 
volving the two (!!ountries in their present melancholy situa- 
tion, for that our Countries ought never to quarrel. I had not 
time to say more, as the Prince sent for me, and Count Bern- 
stoft* was called the moment I came out of the room. The 


Danish Minister for Foreijjn Affairs. 
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King’s brother and his son desired I might be presented to 
them, which I was, and then returned on board. Yesterday 
evening I received from General Adjutant Lindholm, the 
English papers to March 24th, with a hope that what I had 
said to the Prince would make peace. I find all the Country 
hate both the Russians and Swedes. Again begging your 
pardon for this long letter, I will only add that I am ever your 
most obliged, 

Nelson and Bbonte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M'Artliur, vol. ii. p. 270.] 

[Apparently about April .5tb, 1801.] 

Whether Sir Hyde Parker may mention the subject to you, 
I know not, for he is rich, and docs not want it. Nor is it, you 
will believe me, from any desire I possess to get a few hundred 
pounds, that actuates me to address this letter to you ; but, 
my dear Lord, justice to the brave Officers and men who fought 
on that day. It is true, our opponents were in Hulks and 
Floats only adapted for the position they were placed in ; but 
that made our battle so much the harder, and victory so much 
the more difficult to obtain. Believe me, I have weighed all 
circumstances, and in my conscience I think that the King 
should send a gracious Message to the House of Commons, 
for a gift to this Fleet ; for what must be the natural feelings 
of the Officers and men belonging to it, to see their rich Com- 
mander-in-Chief burn all the fruits of their victory, which, if 
fitted up and sent to England, as many of them might have 
been by dismantling part of our Fleet, would have sold for a 
good round sum? Having mentioned the subject, I shall 
leave it to the better judgment of your lordship and Mr. 
Addington. I am, &c.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 



^T. 42.] 


LETTERS. 


337 


TO LIEUTENANT , WARRIOR. 

[Letter- Book.] 

St. George, Copenhagen Roads, 8tli April, 1801. 

Sir, 

Most assuredly you did perfectly right in reporting to me 
(if your assistance was of no use) the Bellona and Russell 
being aground, in order that I might direct the necessary 
measures for getting them afloat. But as the transaction had 
slipped my memory until reminded of it by you, I must now 
say, that I think, at such a moment, the delivery of anything 
like a desponding opinion, unasked, was highly reprehensible, 
and deserved much more censure than Captain Foley (I sup- 
pose was the person you allude to) gave you. As far as my 
opinion goes, I repeat, that, although you were right in ac- 
quainting me with the situation of the Bellona and Russell, 
if you were not wanted there, yet I think you wrong in 
giving a desponding opinion unasked, but which I should 
not have recollected, if your letter had not brought it fresh to 
my mind. I had so much pleasure in seeing every Officer 
and man do his duty on the 2nd, that I should not have recol- 
lected an unintentional error, much less a slip of the tongue. 
I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers. On the 0th of April an Armistice was 
agreed upon, and Sir Hyde Parker sent a copy of it to the Admiralty hy Colonel 
the Honourable William Stewart, which was published in the ‘‘ London Gazette,” 
of the 21st of April, 1801. 

AinilSTTCE. 

The Dani.sh Government on the one liand, and Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Knight, 
Commander in- Chief of His Britannic Majesty's Naval Forces in the Road of 
Copenhagen on the other, being from motives of humanity, equally anxious to put 
a stop to the further efTusiou of blood, and to save the City of Copenhagen from the 
disastrous consequences which may attend a further prosecution of hostilities 
against that Cit^,have mutually agreed upon a Military Armistice, or Suspension of 
Arms. 

His Danish Majesty having for that purpose appointed ^Major-General Ernest 
Frederick Waltersdorft*, Chamberlain to His Danish Majesty, and Colonel of a 
Regiment, and Adjutant-General Hans Lindholm, Captain in His Danish Majesty’s 
Navy, his Commissioners for agreeing about the Terms of the said Armistice ; and 

VOL. IV. Z 
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Admiral Sir Hyde Parker, Knight, having with the same view duly authorized the 
Bight Honourable Horatio Lord Nelson of the Nile, Knight of the Most Honourable 
Order of the Bath, Duke of Bronte in Sicily, Knight of the Grand Cross of the Order 
of St. Ferdinand and of Merit, and of the Imperial Order of the Crescent, Vice- 
Admiral ill the Fleet of His Britannic Mtyesty’s Service, and the Honourable William 
Stewai-t, Lieutenant- Colonel in his Britannic Majesty’s Service, and Member of Par- 
liament, and Commanding a Detachment of His Britannic Majesty’s Forces em- 
barked, these said Commissioners have met this day, and having exchanged their 
respective powers, have agreed upon the following terms ; — 

“Article I. — From the moment of the signature of this Armistice, all hostilities 
shall immediately cease between the Fleet under the command of Admiral Sir Hyde 
Parker and the City of Copenhagen, and all the armed Ships and Vessels of His 
Danish Majesty in the Bead or Harbour of that City, ns likewise between the dif- 
ferent Islands and Provinces of Denmark, Jutland included. 

“ Article II. — The armed Ships and Vessels belonging to His Danish Majesty, 
shall remain in their present actual situation as to annoment, equipment, and hostile 
position ; and the I'reaty commonly understood as the Treaty of Armed Neutrality 
shall, as far ns relates to the oo-operation of Denmaik, be suspended, while the Ar- 
mistice remains in force. 

“ On the other side, the onned Ships and Vessels under the command of Admiral 
Sir Hyde Parker, shall in no manner whatsoever molest the City of Copenhagen or 
His Danish Majesty’s aimed Ships and Vessels, and the Coasts of the different 
Islands and Provinces of Denmark, Jutland included ; and in order to avoid every 
thing which might otherwise create iiiieasiuess or jealousy, Sir Hyde Parker shall 
not suffer any of the Ships or Vessels under his command to approach within gun- 
shot of the aimed Ships or Fort of His Danish Majesty in the Road of Copenhagen : 
this restriction shall not however extend to Vessels necessarily passing or repassing 
through the Caspar, or King’s Channel. 

“Article III This Annistice is to protect the City of Copenhagen, as also the 

Coasts of Deimiavk, of Jutland, and the Islands included, against the attack of any 
other Naval Force which His Britannic Majesty may now or hereafter, during its 
remaining in ff)rce, have in these seas. 

“Article TV. — The Fleet of Admiral Sir Hyde Parker shall be peimittcd to provide 
itself at Copenhagen, and along the Coasts of the different Islands and Provinces of 
Denmark and Jutland included, with everything which it may require for the health 
and comfort of the Crews. 

“ Article V. — Admiral Sir Hyde Parker shall send on shore all such subjects of 
His Danish Majesty as ai*e now on hoard the British Fleet under his command, the 
Danish Government engaging to give an acknowledgment for them, as also for all 
such wounded as were peimitted to he landed after the Action of the Qnd instaut, in 
order lliat they may be accounted for in favour of Great Britain, in the unfortunate 
event of the renewal of hostilities. 

“ Article VI. — The Coasting trade carried on by Denmark, along all such parts of 
her Coast as are included in the operation of this Armistice, shall he unmolested by 
any British Ships or Vessels whatever, and instructions given accordingly by Admiral 
Sir Hyde Parker. 

“ Article VII. — This Armistice is to continue uninterrupted by the contracting 
Partie.s for the space of fourteen weeks from the signature hereof ; at the ^piiration 
of which time, it shall be in the power of either of the said Parties to declaw a ccssii' 
tion of the same, and to recommence hostilities, upon giving fourteen days’ previous 
notice. 

% 
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“ The ironditions of this Aimistico are upon all occasions to be explained in the 
most liberal and loyal manner, so as to remove all ground for farther disputes, and 
to facilitate the means of bringing about the restoration of harmony and good under- 
standing between the two Kingdoms. 

**In faith whereof, we the undersigned Commissioners, in virtue of our full 
powers, have signed the present Armistice, and have affixed to it the Seal of 
our. Arms. 

“ Cone on board Ilis Britannic Majesty’s Ship the London, in Copen- 
hagen Hoads, April Okli, 1801. 

(L.S.) “Nelson AND Bbonte. 

{L.S.) “William Stewakt. 

(L.S.) “ KnNEST Fkederick Waltkbsdorvf. 

(^L.S.) “ IIakb Lindholm. 

“ 111 pursuance of my above-mentioned authority, I ratify this document with my 
hand. 

(L.S.) “Frederick, 

“ Ratified by me, 

{L.S.) “ Hyde Parker, Admiral and Commander-in Chief of His Britannic 

Muje.sty’s Fleet.] 

St. George, April 9tli, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

A negotiator is certainly out of my line, but being thrown 
into it, I have endeavoured to acquit myself as well as I was 
able, and in such a manner as I hope will not entirely merit 
your disapprobation. If it unfortunately does, I have only to 
request that I may now be permitted to retire, which my state 
of health, and inconvenience from the loss of my limb has long 
rendered necessary. I trust you will take into consideration 
all the circumstances which have presented themselves to my 
view. 1st. We had beat the Danes. 2nd. We wish to make 
them feel that wc arc their real friends, therefore have spared 
their Town, which we can always set on fire ; and I do not think, 
if we burnt (Copenhagen it would have the effect of attaching 
them to us ; on the contrary, they would hate us. 3rd. They 
understand perfectly that we arc at war with them for their 
treaty of Armed Neutrality made last year. 4lh. We have 
made them suspend the operations of that treaty. 5th. It has 
given our Fleet free scope to act against Russia and Sweden; 
fith, which we never should have done, although Copenhagen 
would have been burnt, for Sir Hyde Parker was determined 
not to have Denmark hostile in his rear. Our passage over 
the Grounds might have been very seriously interrupted by 
the batteries near Draco. 7 th. Every reinforcement, even a 
Cutter, can join us without molestation, and also provisions, 

z2 
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stores, &c. 8th. Great Britain is left with the stake of all the 
Danish property in her hands, her Colonies, &c., if she refuses 
peace. 9th. The hands of Denmark are tied up ; ours are 
free to act against her confederate Allies, 10th. Although 
we might have burnt the City, I have my doubts whether we 
could their Ships. They lay in this way : 

f Merchants’ Hai*bour, but the Ships moored between that 
and the Men-of-Wnr’s Harbour. 

Men-of- War’s Harbour. 


0 = o 

Store-Houses empty. 

Our Bombs. 

o o o o o 
2800 yards. I believe much more, 
o o 

Therefore our shells have only the width of a Line of Battle 
Ship, and every Ship must be separately burnt, for they have 
plenty of room to haul any Ship on fire clear of the others. 
All these considerations weighed deeply in my mind ; added 
to which, having shown them that it was not because we feared 
fighting them that we negotiated, but for the cause of humanity 
towards Denmark, and the wish to conciliate their affections; 
all these matters have affected my mind, nor shall I have a 
moment’s rest, till I know, at least, that I am not thought to 
have done mischief. After we had forced the expression ot 
the suspension of the treaty of Armed Neutrality, a point vcr\' 
difficult for fear of Russia, I said to the Prince, ‘ Now, Sir, 
this is settled, suppose we write Peace instead of Armistice ?’ 
to which he replied, that he should be happy to have a peace, 
but he must bring it about slowly, so as not to make new 
wars. We talked whether some method could not be thought 
of, to prevent the mortifications to which Ships of War with 
Convoys were liable, by being stopped ; to which I answered, 
I thought there might very easily. I did not enter further 
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on the subject with him, although I did to his Adjutant- 
General of the Fleet, Lindholm, who seems much in his con- 
fidence. My idea is, that no Convoys shall be granted to any 
Vessels bound to Ports at war with us ; and that if any such 
Convoy is granted, that it shall be considered as an act of 
hostility; and that if any Vessel under Convoy proceeds to 
an Enemy of England’s Port, that the owner shall lose the 
value of his Ship and cargo, and the Master be severely 
punished. On those foundations I w'ould build a prevention 
against future disputes ; but all these matters I leave to wiser 
heads, and shall only assure you that I am truly, with the 
greatest respect, your most faithful and obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I have the pleasure to tell you that Count Bernstoff was 
too ill to make me a visit yesterday. I had sent him a mes- 
sage to leave off his Ministerial duplicity, and to recollect he 
had now British Admirals to deal with, who came with their 
hearts in their hands. I hate the fellow. 

Colonel Stewart, a very fine gallant man, will give you 
every information. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL 0 ¥ ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. v>70.] 

St. George, 9tli April, 180L 

Just returned from getting the Armistice ratified. I am 
tired to death. No man but those who are on the spot can 
tell wdiat I have gone through, and do suffer. I make no 
scruple in saying, that I would have been at Revel fourteen 
days ago ; that without this Armistice the Fleet would never 
have gone but by order from the Admiralty ; and with it, I 
dare say, we shall not go this week. I wanted Sir Hyde to 
let me at least go and cruise off Carlscrona, to prevent the 
Revel Ships from getting in. I said, I would not go to Revel 
to take any of those laurels which I was sure he would reap 
there. Think for me, my dear Lord, and if I have deserved 
well, let me retire ; if ill, for heaven’s sake supersede me, for 
I cannot exist in this state. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MINTO. 

[Autograph, in the Minto Papers.] 

Copenhagen Roads, April 0th, 1801, 

My dear Lord, 

I cannot let an Officer go to Berlin, without sending a line 
to be forwarded to Vienna, to say I am still alive, although 
not well ; and also to say that George^ is alive, well, and a very 
good young man. You ought to get him made a Captain. 
God knows it is of no use being with me for promotion, for 
not one out of the St. George is promoted by Sir Hyde 
Parker. You will see, probably, that my Flag flew in the 
Elephant, the 2nd, as the St. George drew too much water. 
It was hard fought, but God blessed my endeavours with suc- 
cess. Before you condemn the Armistice, hear all the 
reasons : they are weighty, and most important. Without it 
we should have gone no further this year, and with it not 
half so far as I wish. Pray present my humble duty to the 
Queen of Naples. I have this night a letter from the King 
of Naples, but I have not time to finish my numerous letters 
of business. To Lady Minto and your family, everything 
which is kind. George is fitting out a Danish seventy-four, 
therefore docs not know of this opportunity. Ever yours 
affectionately. 

Nelson and Brontk. 

TO sill BROOKE BOOTHBV, BART. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

St. George, Copenhagen Roads, April Otli, IHOl. 

My dear Sir Brooke, 

I am well ; the Battle was, I must allow, hard fought, but 
our success w’^as complete. Of the eighteen Vessels of ail 
descriptions, seventeen arc sunk, burnt, and taken. I ought 
to be ashamed, after such a neglect of your kind letter, of 
writing so short a one, but time is not mine : therefore, forgive 
me ! I but wish to finish Paul, and then retire for ever. 
Believe me, your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

% 

* Now Rear-Admiral the Honourable George Elliott, C.B. 
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TO ADMIBAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliar, vol. ii. p. 278.] 

14tli April, 1801. 

Captain Bligh* has desired my testimony to his good con- 
duct, which, although, perfectly unnecessary, I cannot refuse : 
his behaviour on this occasion can reap no additional credit 
.from my testimony. He was my second, and the moment 
the Action ceased, I sent for him, on board the Elephant, to 
thank him for his support. I am sure of your goodness to 
Thompson.® I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M'Artliur, vol. ii. p. 278, who state, that after mentioning the 
names of Lieutenants Bolton, Pearce, and otlicrs, whom he considered as his 
children, and who had. not been iiromoted, he generously added ; — ] 

[About IRh April, 1801.] 

I can only say, that the first I must name, can be no other 
than the First Lieutenant of the Elephant — no acquaintance, 
and one intended to be advanced by Sir Hyde Parker. Cap- 
tain Devonshire, after Brisbane, highly deserved to be made 
Post. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO GENERAL-ADJUTANT LTNDHOLiM. 

[Letter-Book, and Copy iu the Nelson Papers. Between the 2nd and 9th 
of April, during the negotiation for the Armistice, Lord Nelson was employed 
in getting out and destroying his Prizes, except the Holstein, which wa.s sent 
to England. On the 12th, Sir Hyde Pai*krr sailed from Copenhagen Road with 
the Fleet, except the St. George, and one or two Frigates ; and to the astonish- 
ment of the Northern world, entered the Baltic, along the Cfrouiids, between 
the Islands of Amak and Saltliolm, intending to attack the Russian Squadron in 
Revel. Hearing, however, that the Swedish Squadron was at sea, Sir Hyde proceeded 
to the northern extremity of the Island of Bornholm; but tlte Swedes hail token refuge 
in Carlscrona. Lord Nelson liastened to join tlie Commander-iu-Chief ; and the 

* Captain William Bligh, of the Glatton, who hod commanded the Director at 
Camperdown, and received the Medal: he died a Vice Admiral in December, 1817. 

* Captain Sir Thomas Booldeu Thompson, who had lost his leg in command of 
the Bellona ; he has been often before mentioned. Vide vol. iii. p. 00. 
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extraordinary efforts which he made for that purpose are thus described in a letter 
from Mr. Brierly, Master of the Bellona, dated on the lOth of April : — 

“ This day the St. George got her guns on board the American Ship, for the pur- 
pose of going over the Grounds, to the southward of Copenhagen, where Sir Hyde 
Parker, with the Fleet, had sailed two days before ; but the wind being foul, pre- 
vented us moving. At six, p.m.. Lord Nelson received advice, jier letter, from Sir 
Hyde Parker, of a Swedish Squadron being seen by one of our look-out Frigates. 
The moment he received the account, he ordered a Boat to be manned, and without 
even waiting for a boat cloak (tliongh you must suppose the weather pretty shai*p 
here at this season of the year), and having to row about twenty-four miles with the 
wind and current against him, jumped into her, and ordered me to go with him, I 
having been on board that Ship to remain till she had got over the Grounds. All 
I had ever seen or heard of him, could not half so clearly prove to me the singular 
and unbounded zeal of this truly gi-eat man. His anxiety in the Boat for nearly six 
hours (lest the Fleet should have .sailed before he got on board one of them, and 
lest we should not catch the Swedish Squadron) is beyond all conception. I will 
quote some expressions in liis own words. It was extremely cold, and I wished him 
to put on a great coat of mine which was in the boat ; ‘ No, I am not cold ; my 
anxiety for my Country, will keep me w’arm. Do you not think the Fleet has sailed ?’ 
— ‘ 1 should suppose not, my Lord.’ — ‘ If they are, we shall follow them to Coidscrona 
in the Boat, by God !’ — I merely state this to show how his thoughts must have been 
employed. The idea of going in a small Boat, rowing six oars, without a single 
morsel of anything to eat or diink, the distance of about fifty leagues, must convince 
the world, tlial every other earthly consideration than that of serving his Country, 
was totally banished from his thoughts. We reached our Fleet by midnight, and 
went on board the Elephant, Captain Foley, where 1 left his Lordship in the morn- 
ing, and returned to my Ship. In our late Action, nothing but his superior abilities, 
as well a.s bravery, could have given us so decided a victory, when four of our Ships 
ran a -ground, and in the heat of battle .” — Naval Chr€)niclej vol. v. p. -IW.j 

St. George, at Sea, ii:ind April, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Commodore Fischer having, in a Public letter,^ given an 
account to the world of the Battle of the 2nd, and called upon 
his Royal Highness as a witness to the truth of it, I therefore 
think it right to address myself to you, for the information of 
his Royal Highness, as, I assure you, had this Officer confined 
himself to his own veracity, I should have treated his Official 
letter with the contempt it deserved, and allowed the world 
to appreciate the merits of the two contending Officers. I 
shall make a few, and very few, observations on his letter, lie 
asserts the superiority of numbers on the part of the British ; it 
will turn out, if that is of any consequence, that the Danish Line 
of Defence, to the southward of the Crown Islands, was much 
stronger, and more numerous, than the British. We had only 
five Sail of Seventy-fours, two Sixty-fours, two Fifties, and one 
Frigate engaged; a Bomb-vessel towards the latter end threw 

* Vide p. 320, ante. 
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some shells into the Arsenal. Two Seventy-fours, and one Sixty- 
four, by an accident grounded on the Crown Islands, and the 
Elephant and Mars would have had full employment, and, by 
the assistance of the Frigates, who went to try alone what I 
had directed the three Sail of the Line that grounded to assist 
them in, I have reason to hope they would have been equally 
successful, as that part of the British Line engaged. 

I am ready to admit that many of the Danish Officers and 
men behaved as well as men could do, and deserved not to be 
abandoned by their Commander. I am justified in saying this, 
from Commodore Fischer’s own declaration. In his letter he 
states that, after he quitted the Dannebrog, she long contested 
the battle. If so, more shame for him to quit so many brave 
fellows. Here was no manoeuvring : it was downright fighting, 
and it was his duty to have shown an example of firmness be- 
coming the high trust reposed in him. He went in such a hurry, 
if he went before she struck, which but for his own declaration 
I can hardly believe, that he forgot to take his Broad Pendant 
with him ; for both Pendant and Ensign were struck together, 
and it is from this circumstance that I claimed the Commodore 
as a prisoner of war. He then went, as he said, on board the 
Holstein, the brave Captain of which did not want him, where 
he did not hoist his Pendant. From this Ship he went on 
shore, cither before or after she struck, or he would have been 
again a prisoner. As to his nonsense about Victory, his 
Royal Highness will not much credit him. I sunk, burnt, 
captured, or drove into the harboiu* the whole Line of Defence 
to the southward of the Crown Islands. 

He says he is told that two British Ships struck. Why did he 
not take possession of them ? I took possession of his, as fast as 
they struck. The reason is clear — that he did not believe it. He 
must have known the falsity of the report, and that no fresh 
British Ships did come near the Ships engaged. He states, 
that the Ship in which I had the honour to hoist my Flag fired 
latterly only single guns. It is true ; for steady and cool were 
my brave fellows, and did not wish to throw away a single shot. 
He seems to exult that I sent on shore a Flag of Truce. Men 
of his description, if they ever are victorious, know not the feel- 
ing of humanity. You know, and his Royal Highness knows, 
that the guns fired from the shore could only fire through the 
Danish Ships, which had surrendered, and that if I fijred at the 
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shore it could only be in the same manner* God forbid I 
should destroy a non-resisting Dane 1 When they became my 
prisoners, I became their protector. Humanity alone could 
have been my object, but Mr. Fischer’s carcase was safe, and 
he regarded not the sacred call of humanity. His Royal 
Highness thought as I did. It has brought about an Armistice, 
which I pray the Almighty may bring about a happy re- 
conciliation between the two Kingdoms. As I have not the 
names of all the Ships correct, only of the thirteen, including 
the seven Sail of the Line which struck, remained at anchor, 
and fell into my possession after the battle, I shall therefore 
be very much obliged to you for a correct list of their names, 
and the number of men, if possible, to be obtained, on board 
each, and the numbers sent from the shore during the Action ; 
my earnest wish is to be correct ; and believe me, dear Sir, 
with great esteem, your most obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte.® 

• To the above Letter, Adjutant-Geueral Liiulliolm wrote the following gentle- 
manly reply : — 

** Copenhagen, May 2nd, 1801. 

“ My Lord, 

“ Your Lordship has imposed upon me a very painful task, by desiring me to 
communicate to his Royal Highness the Crown Prince the contents of that letter 
with which your liOrdship has favoured me, the 22nd April, and in which you have 
treated Commodore Fischer with a severity, which, as a Brother- officer, I cannot 
but think too great indeed. 1 conceive tliat yoiu* Lordship has felt a certain degree 
of displeasure at that incorrectness which you have thought to find in Commodore 
Fischer’s official Report, but your Lordship did not fully consider, at that moment, 
that he himself might have received [an] incorrect Report, a fatality to which every 
Commandcr in-Chief is exposed. I flatter myself, from your Lordship’s well-known 
candour and indulgence, that you will not think it presuming in me, or contrary to 
the respect I feel for your Lordship, if I take the liberty of oflering yon some few 
observations, in vindication of the conduct of Commodore Fischer. But, first, let 
me have the honour to assure your Lordship, that I have not communicated to that 
Officer your letter of the 22iid of April, and that what 1 take the liberty of oflering 
your Lordship is absolutely my inivale and individual opinion. 

“ Your Lordship thinks that Commodore Fischer has over rated the forces by 
which he was attacked, and under- rated liia own; or that he wrongly asserts the 
superiority of numbers on the part of the British. 1 must confess that 1 am now, us 
I have always been, of opinion, that the Squadron with which your Lordship attacked 
our southern Line of Defence, say all those Ships and Vessels lying to the south- 
ward of the Crown Battery, was stronger than that Line. I will say nothing about 
our not having had time sufficient to man our Ships in the manner it was intended, 
they being badly manred, both as to number, and os to quality of their crews, the 
greatest part of which were landsmen, people that had been pressed, and who never 
before hod been on board a Ship, or used to theVxeroise of guns. I will not men- 
tion our Ships being old and rotten, and not haYing onb^thixd of their usual com- 
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MEMORANDA RESPECTING THE BATTLE OF COPENHAGEN. 

[Autograph, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Lindholm ought to have omitted the guns of the Eusseli, 
Bellona, Agamemnon, Amazon, Alcmene, Blanche, Dart, and 

plement of Officers. I will confine myself to the number of guns, and from the 
Ships named in your Lordship’s official Report, and there 1 find that your Squadron 
carried lOtJS guns, of much greater calibre than ours, exclusive of carroiiades (which 
did our Ships so much injury,) also exclusive of your Gun -brigs and Bomb- vessels. 

Now, I can assure your Lordship, upon my honour, that to my certain know- 
ledge the number of guns on board of those eighteen Ships and Vessels of ours 
which W’ere engaged (including the small Ship, the Elbe, which came into the har - 
bour towards the end of the Action,) amount to 03 1. 1 have not included our 

eleven Gun-hoats, carrying each two guns, os a couple of them had only an oppor- 
tunity of firing a few shot. Nor need I to mention the Crown Battery, on which sixty 
six gnus were mounted, jis that Battery did not fairly get into Action, and only fired a 
few random sliot. When Commodore Fischer left the Bannebroge, that Ship was on 
lire, had many killed, several of its Officers wounded, and others suffered much. It 
was, I conceive, the duty of the Commander to remove his Broad Pendant to another 
Ship, and he went on board the Holstein, from whence lie commanded the I.iiie of 
Defence, and where he remained two hours, his Broad Pendant flying on board the said 
Ship. When this Ship w as mostly disabled, the Commodore w’ent to tlic Crown Batteiy, 
wiio also was under his command. He would, in my humble opinion, liave been 
justified, from the wound he received on his head, to quit the command altogether, 
when he left the Dannebroge, and no blame could ever have attached for it to his 
character as a soldier. I have given myself every possible pain to he informed 
whether Commodore Fischer .s Peiuluiit had been removed before or after the Ship 
struck, and the Officers all agree in declaring, that the Broad Pendant, had been 
replaced by a Captain’s Pendant, both on hoard the Dannebroge and the liobstein, 
previous to those Ships hauling dow-n their Ensign. Jt is even remarkable that on 
lioard the Dannebroge, the man who had taken dow'u the Broad Pendant, and 
iioisted the Captain’s Pendant, was killed when coming down the shrouds, and fell 
upon deck with the Commodore’s Pendant in hi.s liand. 

“ I do not conceive that Commodore Fischer had the least idea of claiming as a 
victory, what, to every intent and purpose, was a defeat. He has only thought that 
Ibis defeat was not an inglorious one, and that onr Officers and men displayed much 
bravery and fiimness, against force so superior iii every respect. Your IiOid5hip'.s 
Report, and your letter to me, prove it. I confess that your Lordsliip took all the 
Vessels opposed to you, except live, carrying together eighty-sLx guns. I am of 
opinion, with yonr Lordship, that three Ships of seventy-four guns each, w ould have 
been a hard match for the Three Crown Battery, but they certainly would have been 
forced to go away. As to your I.iOrdship’s motives for sending a Flag of Truce to 
our Government, it can never be misconstrued, and yonr subsequent conduct has 
sufficiently shown that humaiuty is always the companion of true valour. You have 
done more : you have shown yourself a friend of the re establishment of peace and 
good haimony between this Country and Great Britain. Jt is therefore with the 
sincerest esteem. I shall always feel myself attached to your Lordship, and it is with 
tbe greatest respect I have the honour to subscribe myself, my Lord, your I.ord- 
sliip’s most obedient and most humble servant,— H. Lindholm.’’— 
in the Nelson Papers. 
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Arrow, as the two first were aground, and although within 
random shot, yet were unable to do that service expected 
from Seventy-four-gun Ships. The Agamemnon was not 
within three miles; the others. Frigates and Sloops, were 
exposed to a part of the Crown battery and the Ships in the 
other Channel, but not fired upon by the eighteen Sail drawn 
up to the southward of the Crown Islands; therefore, 366 
guns are to be taken from the British and 166 guns added to 
the Danes — viz., 66 Crown batteries (I think there were 88) 
and 100 for the Batteries on a mark, besides random shot 
from the Ships in the other Channel, [total, &c.] therefore, 
the account ought to stand thus : — 


Guns by Lindholin’s account .... 1058 
Deduct as by other side 366 

British force in Action 692 

Danish force by Lindholm’s account . . 634 

To which add — I say, at least .... 166 

Danish force 800 

British force 692 

Superiority of the Danes 108 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., ROSSIE CASTLE, N. B. 

[Autoginpb, in the possession of Horatio Ross, Esq.] 

St. George, Baltic, April 2;)rd, 1801. 

My dear Friend, 

Your letter respecting your nephew® I received at Yarmouth, 
at the time Mr. Davison was with me, and I put the case into 
his hands, who seemed to admit the justness of it, and did not 
know so much of the matter of fact before, and I hope all is 
amicably settled with your nephew long before this time. You 
must forgive my not answering your letter, as I have truly had 
my head full of things of some importance to our Country. 
Afiairs now bear an aspect of reconciliation with the North, 

® Mr. Ross’s nephew, Mr. Hercules Ross, clfimed the right of being Co-agent 
with Mr. Davison to the Captors of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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for we are now returning to an anchorage near Copenhagen, 
having looked at the Swedes in Carlscrona, for Sir Hyde 
Parker has received a notification from the Russian Minister 
at Copenhagen, that his Master will not go to war with us. I 
trust all these events will bring about an honourable Peace, and 
allow me to get a little of that repose which my shattered 
carcase so much wants. In every situation, believe me I feel 
myself, as ever, your truly obliged friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I beg, although unknown, that you will present my respects 
to Mrs. Ross, and also to Mrs. Parish and her family, when 
you write to Hamburgh. 


TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artlinr, vol. ii. p. 284. Intelligence of the death of the 
Emperor Paul having reached this Country, the Admiralty issued orders to Sir 
Hyde Pai*ker, dated on the 17th of April, 1801, stating “that a communication 
having been received from the Court of Petersburgh, in consequence of that event, 
affording some reason to hope that his successor, the present Emperor, will not 
persevere in those measures of violence and unprovoked aggression toM'aids his 
Majesty, which were on the point of involving the two Countries in actual hostilities, 
and that his Majesty, uniformly actuated by the wisli he has already so frequently 
manifested of averting this calamity, and re-establishing the ancient relations of peace 
and amity with Russia, has signified his commands that such measures should im- 
mediately he adopted as may appear most conducive to this desirable object, and to 
prevent, as far as lies in bis Majesty’s power, any fresh obstacles being thrown 
in the way of accommodation,” — his Majesty had therefore signified his pleasure 
tliat the directions contained in the order to Sir Hyde Parker of the loth of 
Moi’ch, [vide p. 205, ante,] “for an attack on tlie Russian Fleets at Revel and 
Cronstadt should for the present he suspended;” Sir Hyde Parker was desired “to 
use his best endeavours to ascertain as soon as possible (by sending a Flag of Truce, 
if necessary, to Revel, or some oibcr Port of Russia, for tbis purpose) whether the 
embargo laid on British Ships by the late Emperor had been taken off, and their 
crews released." If the answer was in the aflfinuative, he was “ to suspend, without 
limitation of time, or other couditioii, all hostile proceedings against the Ships or 
Ports of Russia; but if, (contrary to his Majesty’s expectation,) no order to the 
above effect shall have been given by the present Emperor, and even in case no 
positive assurance should be obtained of such being his intention,’' Sir Hyde Parker 
was, in such case, “ authorized and directed to offer a suspension of hostilities, pro- 
vided you shall be given to understand that the Court of St. Petersburgh is disposed 
to enter into, or is actually engaged in, an amicable discussion with his Majesty, 
with* a view to the satisfactory adjustment of any existing differences, and on con- 
dition also that during such suspension of hostilities, and until it shall he accom- 
panied by the removal of the embargo, and the liberation of the British Sliips, 
the Division of the Russian Fleet now at Revel shall not take advantage of it to 
join the Division at Cronstadt, or vice vmd, that it shall be further understood, 
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that hostilities may be oommenoed by either party at the expiration of twelve hours 
after they shall have given a notice in writing to that effect.*’ The order then pro- 
ceeded ill these words : — 

“ As this event can only happen in the very improbable case of the present 
Emperor rejecting his Majesty’s offers of conciliation and friendship, and of his 
refusing to acquiesce in his Majesty’s just expectations respecting the removal of 
the embargo, and the liberation of the British seamen now detained in Russia, in 
which case his Majesty would be under the necessity of recurring to those 
measures which the conduct of the late Emperor had reluctantly compelled him to 
adopt ; it is only in the snpiiosition of your receiving the most unequivocal proofs 
that the Court of Petersburgh, under the present change, persists in a system of 
detenniiied hostility to this Country, and of the proposals you are hereby authorized 
to make, founded on a contrary supposition, being totally rejected, and in such a 
manner as leaves no doubt on this point, that you are to consider yoiu’self at liberty 
to follovr the directions contained in our order to you of the 15th ultimo, without 
w aiting for further instructions from this Country. 

“And whereas Lord Hobart has also acquainted us, that in case the Court of 
Stockliolm should manifest a friendly disposition, and should make any proposal 
to you for a suspension of hostilities, his Majesty is pleased to consent that you 
should comply with that proposal, provided it be accompanied w ith a specific assurance 
in writing from the proper authorities at that Court, that the King of Sweden 
relinquishes all hostile engagements against this Country, and, particulaily, those 
contained in the Treaty signed at Petersburgh on the Kith of December last, and 
that he will forthwith disarm, and re-establish the ancient relations of peace and 
amity between the two Countries, in conformity to the Treaties, on tlie strict and 
respective observance of which, the continuance of those advantages must depend 
and Sir Hyde Parker was directed to govern himself accordingly. — Onginal.^ 

Kioge Bay, 27th Ai)ril, 1801. 

Sir, 

I feel infinitely your Royal Highness’s kindness by your 
expressions of attachment to me in the House of Peers/ which 
I am sure your Royal Highness will believe that no conduct 
of mine shall ever be likely to diminish. As I think that all 
our fighting is over in the North, I am going to England : my 
health and circumstances absolutely require it. Admiral 
Graves desires me to present his dutiful thanks to your Royal 
Highness, for the very handsome manner you spoke of him. 
We are now, I believe, waiting for orders from home what is 
next to become of us. I would strongly recommend keeping 
our seamen actively employed ; for there has been, I suspect, 
something very wrong going on in many of our Ships, instigated 
in England. Believe me, for ever, your Royal Highness’s 
faithful servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


' Vide p. 328, aftte, 
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TO SAMUEL BARKER, ESQ., YARMOUTH. 

[From a Fao-simile, in the possession of J. Baas, Esq.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, April 27tb, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I feel truly sensible of . your kind congratulations on the 
success of His Majesty’s Arms; the spirit and zeal of the 
Navy I never saw higher than in this Fleet, and if England 
is true to herself, she may bid defiance to Europe. The 
French have always, in ridicule, called us a Nation of shop- 
keepers — sOy I hope, we shall always remain, and, like other 
shopkeepers, if our goods arc better than those of any other 
Country, and we can afford to sell them cheaper, we must de- 
pend on our shop being well resorted to. If I land at Yarmouth, 
I shall most assuredly pay my personal respects to you, not only 
as a gentleman who has shown [me] great civilities, but also as 
the Chief magistrate of a Borough of which I have the honour to 
be a Freeman. I beg you will have the goodness to present my 
best respects and good wishes 4;o every individual of the Cor- 
porate body, and believe me, my dear Sir, your truly obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO adjutant-general lindiiolm. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

St. George, May 3rd, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I was yesterday evening favoured with your reply to my 
letter of the 22nd of April, and I have no scruple in assuring 
you, that if Commodore Fischer s letter had been couched in 
the same manly and honourable manner, that I should have 
been the last man to have noticed any little inaccuracies which 
might get into a Coinmander-in-Chief s public letter ; and if 
the Commodore had not called upon his Royal Highness for 
the truth of his assertions, I never should have noticed his 
letter. You have stated truly the force which would have been 
brought into Action, but for the accidents of their getting 
aground, and, except the Desiree Frigate, no other Frigate or 
Sloop fired a gun to the southward of the Crown Islands. 
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I have done ample justice to the bravery of nearly all your 
OflScers and men ; and as it is not my intention to hurt your 
feelings or those of his Royal Highness, but on the contrary, 
to try and merit your esteem, I will only say, that I am con- 
fident you would not have wrote such a letter. Nothing, I 
flatter myself, in my conduct ought to have drawn ridicule on 
my character, from the Commodore’s pen ; and you have 
borne tl\e handsomest testimony of it, in contradiction to his. 
I thought then, as I did before the Action and do now, that it 
is not the interest of our Countries to injure each other. I am 
sorry that I was forced to write you so unpleasant a letter ; 
but for the future I trust that none but pleasant ones will pass 
between us, for I assure you that I hope to merit the con- 
tinuation of your esteem, and of having frequent opportunities 
of assuring you how I feel interested in being your sincere and 
faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADINIIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book. On the 5th of May, dispatches arrived, dated on the 2l9t of April, 
appointing Lord Nelson successor to Sir Hyde Parker, ns Commauder-in-Chief. 
** The first signal which Lord Nelson made, ns Comrnnnder-in-Chief, was to 
hoist in all Inunclies, and prepare to w^eigh. This nt once showed how different a 
system was about to be pursued ; it having been intended that the Fleet should 
await at anchor fresh instructions from England relative to tlie state of the Northern 
affairs, an account of which had but lately been dispatched. Lord Nelson, who fore- 
saw every bad consequence from this inactive mode of proceeding, owed his bad 
health more to chagrin than to any other cause. The joy with which the signal was 
received not only manifested what are the customoi'y feelings on those occasions, 
but was iiiteiidcd tus peculiarly complimentary to the Admiral. On the 7th of May 
1801, the Fleet left Kioge Bay, and, proceeding towards Bornholm, anchored, iu 
blowing weather, off that Island. The greater part was here left to watcli the 
inotion.s of the Swedes; and with a chosen Squadron, consisting of his ten best 
sailing Seventy-fours, two Frigates, a Brig, and a Schooner, Lord Nelson stiilcd f >i 
the Port of Revel. He wished for further satisfaction respecting the friendly clisposi-^ 
tion of the Russians, and thought that the best method of putting this to the proof, 
would be to try how he should he received in one of their Ports. He sincerely 
desired peace, but had no apprehension of hostilities. Exclusive of a wish to show 
the activity of his Fleet, he hod two other objects in view, personally to wait on the 
Emperor, and congratulate him on his accession to the Throne, and also to pro- 
mote the release of the British Merchant Ships and seamen, who had been detained 
by the Emperor Paul.’’— Cofo/ic/ Stewart's Narrative.'] 

Sir, George, Kioge Bay, 5th May, 1801. 

1 Leg leave to acknowledge the receipt of their Lordships’ 
Commission, appointing me Commander-in-Chief ; and I 
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request you will assure their Lordships, that I will endeavour 
to execute the high trust reposed in me, as well as my abilities, 
and a most wretched state of health, will allow. I am, &c., 

Nei.son and Bronte, 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter Book.] 

St. George/ Kioge Bay, Mav, 1801. 

Sir, 

Captain Domett' having consented to serve as my First 
Captain, I have to acquaint you that, agreeable to their Lord- 
ships’ direction, I have given him a Commission accordingly. 
I am, &c. Nelson and Bronte, 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, rtth May, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22nd ultimo, enclosing a copy of a letter from Lord Hobart 
to their Lordships, acquainting them that the King has thought 
fit to approve of the Convention entered into with the Court 
of Denmark for a suspension of hostilities," and their Lordships’ 
directions to me to cause the several stipulations therein 
contained to be punctually observed, to all which due obedi- 
ence shall be paid. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’S SQUARE. 
[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

My dear Davison, 

A Command never was, I believe, more unwelcomely re- 
ceived by any person than by myself. It may be at the expense 

* Afterwards Admiral Sir William Domett, G.C.B., who commanded the Royal 
Gcorge.in the Battle of the Ut of June 17Ul, and had been Capuun of the Fleet to 
Sir Hyde Parker. He died in May 1S*J8. 

* Vide the next page. 

VOL. IV. A A 
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of my life ; and therefore, for God’s sake, at least, for mine, 
try if I cannot be relieved. The time was, a few months ago, 
that I should have felt the honour, and I really believe that I 
should have seen more of the Baltic, the consequence of which 
I can guess. But nothing, I believe, but change of climate 
can cure me, and having my mind tranquil. I grieve for 
Maurice,’ but I hope he will recover and do well. I hope yet 
within a month to be in England. With my thankful respects 
to Mrs. Davison and your family, believe me ever, my dear 
Davison, your truly obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I will endeavour to collect my ideas on the subject of 
money matters ; but, as you observe, every one pulls at me. 
The Subscription Book of the Fleet to be delivered to the 
Committee at Lloyd’s, and a Clerk, I suppose, will be sent to 
the different persons for the subscription. I dare say you 
have paid mine. Sir Hyde is just gone ; he is very low. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VIXCEXT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artl»ur, vol. ii. p. 

[rnh May, 1801. ] 

I am, in truth, unable to hold the very honourable station 
you have conferred upon me : Admiral Graves also is so ill, 
as to keep his bed. I know not exactly the purport of Fre- 
mantle’s mission.* If Sir Hyde were gone, I would now be 
under Sail, leave six Sail of the Line off* Bornholm to watch 
the Swedes and to cover our communication, and go to Revel, 
where I should at least, if not too late, prevent the junction of 
the two Squadrons : that I shall never suffer. I will have all 
the English Sliip{)ing and property restored ; but I will do 
nothing violently; neither commit my Country, nor suffer 
Russia to mix the affairs of Denmark or Sweden with the 
detention of our Ships. Should I meet the Revel Squadron, 
I shall make them stay with me until all our English Ships 


® IJis eldest brother, Mr. Muiiricc Ntd.soii, nvlio died of a brain fever, after a fe'' 
(lavs’ illness, on the ;i4th of April. 

* Captain F»emantle of the Canges was sent to St. retorsburgh with ft cotnmajn 
cation to the Russian Government. 
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join ; for we must not joke. As the business will be settled in a 
fortnight, 1 must entreat that some person may come out to 
lake this command. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

St. George, Mav 5th, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I feel very much flattered by your truly kind letter, and 
also for the kind expressions you were so good as to send me 
by Colonel Stewart. I am sorry that the Armistice is only 
approved under all considerations.® Now I own myself of 
opinion that every part of the all was to the advantage of our 
King and Country. I stated many of my reasons for thinking 
it advantageous. We knew not of the death of Paul,^ or a 
change of sentiments in the Court of Prussia, if her sentiments 
are changed. My object was to get at Revel before the frost 
broke up at Cronstadt, that the twelve Sail of the Line might 
be destroyed. I shall now go there as a friend, but the tw’o 
Fleets shall not form a junction, if not already accomplished, 
unless my orders permit it. My health is gone, and although 
I should be happy to try and hold out a month or six weeks 
longer, yet death is no respecter of persons. I own, at present, 
I should not wish to die a natural death — but to the last, 
believe me, dear Sir, your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Oil llie of April, the Lords (»f the Admiralty transiuiiu d to Lord Nelson a 
copy of the following Letter to them from Lord lloburt, Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs : — 

Downing street, April 1801. 

“Having laid before the King your Lordships’ letter of this date, I have received 
his Majesty’s comioaiids to actjuaiiit your Lordships, that, upon a consideration of 
all the eircumstauces, his Majesty has thought lit to approve of it. and has, in con- 
sequence, been graciously plea.scd to din'ct that the seven.l stipnlatious therein 
contained should punctually he observed, and that your Lordships slnv.'.Ul give such 
orders a.s maybe neces.sary for carrying them int<» execnlioii. I am, iNc., IloB.vuT. 

■ Dnp?/, ill the possession of the Right Hon. John Wilson Croker. 

^ The Emperor Paul died oii the lilth of March 1^01 . 


A A 2 



356 


LETTERS. 


[1801. 


TO SIR ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND, BART., COMPTROLLER OF 
THE NAVY. 


[Autograph, In the possession of Vice- Admiral Sir GroUam Eden Hamond, Bart., 
K.C.B.] 


[No date.] 

My dear Sir Andrew, 

I feel very much obliged by your kindness to my brother,^ 
and I trust he will get one rise more in the Navy Office — I 
mean a Seat at the Board. All must acknowledge he is fit for 
it, and I am sure he would do his utmost to support and 
assist you. I desired Davison to say, your son® was well. He 
is gone to look into Carlscrona ; I can assure you that a better, 
or more diligent Officer is nowhere to be found. I hope very 
soon to see you in England, for my health will not permit my 
remaining here, and I think we shall have no more fighting. 
I beg my compliments to Lady Hamond, and that you will 
believe me, as ever, your most obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ms EXCELLENCY COUNT BERNSTORFF, DANISH MINISTER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Kioge Bav, Mav Otli, 1801, 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint your Excellency that the 
King, my Master, having approved of the Armistice concluded 
between Denmark, its Provinces, Jutland, and the Islands, 
and the Lords of the Admiralty having, in consequence, 
directed me to strictly adhere to tlie terms, I have to assure 
you that the strictest orders arc given by Sir Hyde Parker for 
that purpose ; and I hope that your Excellency will take care 
that orders are given to the same purpose from the Govern- 
ment of Denmark, particularly in Holstein, as I have heard 


* His eldest biv'ther, Maurice Nelson. 

* Tlic present Vice Admiral Sir Graham Eden lliunond, Bai't., K.C.B., who was 
then Captain of the Blunclie, of aO guns. In a letter to Mr. Davison, dated on the 
l.itli of April, Lord Nelson said, “ I am glad Maurice has got Ilartweirs jdace. I 
.shall write Sir Andrew by the Brig, and say, which is true, that no Ship in tlic 
world can be better conducted, in every respect, than Captain Ilamond’s : he is gone 
off Cariscroiia.’ 
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that in some parts of Holstein it was thought the Armistice 
(lid not extend to that Province. With every sentiment of 
respect, and a most cordial wish for a return of that ancient 
amity between our two gracious Sovereigns, so eonducive to 
the true happiness and prosperity of both Countries, I have 
the honour to be, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


To ms EXCELLENCY COUNT BERNSTOREF. 

[Letter-Book. ] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, May Ctli, 180L 

Sir, 

Admiral Sir Hyde Parker having received a number of 
letters, informing him that many Vessels with corn from the 
Baltic, bound for England, have been arrested in the Ports of 
Norway, and as both Sir Hyde Parker and myself flatter our- 
selves that there must be some mistake in these detentions, 
(although the Officers in Norway have said it was by order of 
Government,) which will, on the receipt of this letter, be im- 
mediately rectified by your Excellency; for, as Sir Hyde Parker 
has done everything his Royal Highness wishes, to give facility 
to the getting provisions to the poor people of Norway, 1 will 
not suffer myself to think that it could be the intention of the 
Danish Government to receive provisions by permission of the 
British Admiral, and to send orders for the seizure of corn 
bound to England. 

I therefore hope and believe that the Government of Den- 
mark will give instant orders that all the corn stopped in 
Norway, bound for England, shall be given up, and directions 
given that no detention shall be made in future; for your 
Excellency may be assured, it would be very unplciisant to 
me to be obliged to take any measures iu this (I hope) return- 
ing amity between the two Countries, which would be un* 
pleasant. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte* 
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TO EV'AN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, at Anchor, ofiTFolsterholm, May 7tb, 1801. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to inform you, that I directed the Fleet to be 
got under sail yesterday morning ; but the wind coming strong 
to the eastward, I was obliged to anchor here. It is my in- 
tention to leave Captain Murray,* till relieved by Rear-Admiral 
Totty,® off Bornholm, with seven Sail of the Line and a proper 
number of attendant Frigates and Small craft. Under the 
present circumstances, I have thought it right to address a 
letter to the Swedish Admiral in respectful terms, signifying 
my wish, that the Swedish Fleet would not come to sea, as I 
should be sorry, out of respect to the Emperor of Russia, to 
see hostilities committed, which must be the case, if they put 
to sea. 

I have directed all the Bombs, Fire-ships, and Gun-brigs, 
to be placed under the directions of Captain Inman, ^ of the 
Desiree, and to keep them as much as possible at anchor 
under Bornholm ; for in bad weather they are bad cruizers. 
With eleven Sail of the Line, a Frigate, and two Sloops, it is 
my intention to show myself in the Gulf of Finland; but in 
such a manner, as I trust will be taken as a compliment by the 
Emperor of Russia, and at the same time, with the precaution, 
that if the whole Empire of Russia w^as hostile to us, their 
Lordships may be perfectly at ease for the safety of the 
S(}uadron, in spite of all the power of Russia. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of testifying, that I never 
saw more zeal or a desire to distinguish themselves, than in this 
Fleet ; and it must be with real sorrow, when I am forced to 
state that the probability is, that very soon I must be separated 


* Capiuin Georgv Murray. Tin’s gnliaiit Olfirer, who won,* a Modnl lor the 
Battle of St. Viucent, in which he coinmmuled the Colossus, died a Vice-Aduiirnl, 
and a Kniglit Commandor of the Bath, in February IHIJ). 

® Rear Admiral Thomas Totty died of tlic yellow fover iji the West ludits, in 
Juno 1800. 

’ Captain T lonry 1 uman : he f'ommandrd the Triumph in Sir Robert Caldur s Aciiou 
of th»' July 180.J, and died Naval Commissioner at Madras on the loth of July 
1 800. tf’U days after his andval. ^ 
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from them ; either my decline must finish my earthly career, 
or a change of climate is the only prospect of the restoration 
of my health. I send this by way of Hamburgh, through Sir 
James Crauford.* I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bbonte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol.ii.p. ^80.] 

May nil, 1801. 

It is no compliment, for it is true, that except those who 
have served in your school, I find such a deficiency of re- 
source, that even I, who never had any compared with twenty 
who served in the Mediterranean, am astonished: but by 
seeing others get on with the Service, it is surprising what 
example effects. I shall endeavour to do my best whilst I 
remain ; but, my dear Lord, I shall cither soon go to Heaven, 
I hope, or must rest quiet for a time. My little trip into the 
Gulf of Finland will be, I trust, of National benefit, and I shall 
be kind or otherwise, as I find the folks. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE niGUT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmoiith Papers.] 

May 8th, 1801. Foul wind, blows fresh. 

My dear Sir, 

Forgive me for one moment, but so much having been said, 
both by friends and enemies, why I sent on shore a Flag of 
Truce on the 2nd of April, and but few seemed pleased watli 
the Armistice, I take the liberty of sending the reasons w by I 
sent the Flag of Truce, and also my reasons why 1 think the 
Armistice was a proper measure. If you and some other 
friends approve, I care not. I have dispersed the reasons to 
several hands, for I feci hurt. Trusting (hat God Almighty 
will allow me to present myself at your door, believe me, for 
ever, yours, most obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte* 


* Enyoy to Lower Saxony, and Resident with the Uaus Towns. 
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TO THE BIGHT HOHOUBABLE HENRY ADVINGTON^ 

[From a Copy, in the Sidmoutli Papers.] 

[May 8tli, 1801.] 

My dearest Friend, 

As both my friends and enemies seem not to know why I 
sent on shore a Flag of Truce — the former, many of them, 
thought it was a ruse cle guerre^ and not quite justifiable ; the 
latter, I believe, attributed it to a desire to have no more fight- 
ing, and few, very few, to the cause that I felt, and which I trust 
in God I shall retain to the last moment, hurnanitg. I know it 
must to the world be proved, and therefore I will suppose you 
all the world to me. First, no Ship was on shore near the 
Crown batteries, or anywhere else, within reach of any shore, 
when my Flag of Truce went on shore. The Crown batteries, 
and the batteries on Armak and in the Dockyard, were firing 
at us, one half their shot necessarily striking the Ships who 
had surrendered, and our fire did the same, and worse, for the 
surrendered Ships had four of them got close together, and it 
was a massacre. This caused my Note. It was a sight which 
no real man could have enjoyed. I felt when the Danes 
became my prisoners, I became their protector ; and if that 
had not been a sufficient reason, the moment of a complete 
victory was surely the proper time to make an opening with 
the Nation we had been fighting with. 

When the Truce was settled, and full possession taken of 
our Prizes, the Ships were ordered, except two, to proceed 
and join Sir Hyde Parker, and in performing this service, the 
Elephant and Defiance grounded on the Middle Ground. I 
give you, verbatim, an answer to a part of a letter from a 
person high in rank^ about the Prince Royal, which will bear 
testimony to the truth of my assertions: — ^ As to your Lord- 
ship’s motives for sending a Flag of Truce to our Government, 
it never can be misconstrued; and your subsequent conduct 
has sufficiently shown that humanity is always the companion 
of true valour. You have done more. You have shewn your- 
self a friend of the re-establishment of peace and good harmony 
between this Country and Great Britain.’ 


• Ailjutant-Geucrcd Lindholn^. Vide p. ?UT, ante. 
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ON THE ARMISTICE. 

Much having been said relativ<r to the bad terms of the 
Armistice made with Denmark, I wish to observe, first, that the 
Armistice was only intended [to be] a Military one, and that all 
Political subjects were left for the discussion of the Ministers 
of the two Powers. Peace, Denmark could not in the moment 
make with you, as the moment she made it with you, she 
would lose all her Possessions except the Island of Zealand, 
and that also, the moment the frost set in ; therefore, there 
was no damage we could do her equal to the loss of every- 
thing. Our destruction -would have been Copenhagen and 
her Fleet ; then we had done our worst, and not much nearer 
being friends. By the Armistice wc tied the arms of Den- 
mark for four months from assisting our Enemies and her 
Allies, whilst we had every part of Denmark and its Provinces 
open to give us everything wc wanted. Great Britain was 
left the power of taking Danish Possessions and Ships in all 
parts of the world, whilst we had locked up the Danish Navy, 
and put the key in our pocket; time was afforded the Uvo 
Countries to arrange matters on an amicable footing ; besides, 
to say the truth, I look upon the Northern League to be like a 
tree, of which Paul \vas the trunk, and Sweden and Den- 
mark the branches. If I can get at the trunk, and hew it 
down, the branches fall of course ; but I may lop the branches, 
and yet not be able to fell the tree, and my power must be 
weaker when its greatest strength is required. If we could 
have cut up the Russian Fleet, that w’as my object. Denmark 
and Sweden deserved whipping, but Paul deserved punish- 
ment. I own I consider it as a wise measure, and I wish iny 
reputation to stand upon its merits. 


TO sill JAMES CRAUFORD, ENVOY EX Tll.AORDlXARY TO THE 
CIRCLE OF LOWER SAXONY. 


Sir, 


[Letter- Book.] 

Si. George, Bullie, Mny Sth, ISOl. 


I have to request that you will have the goodness to forward 
R^y dispatch to Mr. Nepean, when the Packet sails for 
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England. It is not of that importance which requires a 
Packet to be sent on purpose. Sir Hyde Parker having left 
the Fleet for England, this command, for the moment, is con,- 
ferred upon me. We can have nothing new here, and under 
present circumstances, I hope the Swedish Fleet will not put 
to sea ; for if they do, I must try and take them. But to 
prevent anything happening, I shall give this notice to the 
Swedish Admiral. With every respect, believe me, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE EARL OF CAUYSFORT, K.B., ENVOY EXTRAORDINARY 
TO THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Ht. George*, Baltic, May Htli, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

Sir Hyde Parker being ordered to England, the command 
of the Fleet has been, for the moment, given to me, the duties 
of which I shall endeavour to execute, as w ell as my abilities 
and bad health will allow me. It is my intention to send 
into Carlscrona a letter to the Swedish Admiral ; for, under 
present circumstances, it would be unpleasant to have a battle 
with the Swedes : therefore, if anything happens after the 
receipt of my letter, the blame will rest with them, 

I hope Lord St. Helens will be at Berlin, on his way to 
Russia ; and it is my intention to proceed with a part of the 
Fleet into the Gulf of Finland ; but in such a moment, and 
with such notice, that I wish the new Emperor to sec its 
coming to Revel as a great compliment, as I shall carry neither 
Bomb-ship, Fire-Ship, nor any of the Flotilla — only twelve 
Sail of the Line, with some Frigates, Sloops, &c., — as fine 
Ships, and in as good order, as any in Europe. Although 
this is my present plan, yet much must depend on the recep- 
tion w^hich Sir Hyde Parker’s letter and messenger have met 
with at Petersburgh. Let matters turn out as they may, we 
have force enough to bid defiance to the whole Baltic Hoct; 
but I hope that all will end amicably. I beg your Lordship 
to believe me, &c. 


Nelson and Bronte. 



iST. 42.] 


LETTERS. 


363 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY THE SWEDISH ADMIRAL. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Baltic, May Sth, 1801. 

Sir, 

The late Commander-in-Chief of the British Fleet in the 
Baltic having, by request of the Emperor of Kussia, allowed 
the Swedish trade in the Baltic to pass unmolested, I should 
be sorry that any event could happen which might disturb for 
a moment the returning amity (I hope) between Sweden 
and Great Britain. I beg leave, therefore, to apprise your 
Excellency, that I have no orders to abstain from hostilities, 
should I meet the Swedish Fleet at sea, which, as it lies in 
your power to prevent, I am sure you must take this commu- 
nication as the most friendly proceeding on my part, and 
communicate it to your august Sovereign, begging your 
Excellency to believe me, with every sentiment of respect, &c. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO ALEXANDER COCKBURN, ESQ., CONSUL-GENERAL IN LOWER 
SAXONY, AND WITH THE HANS lOWNS. 

Baltic, May 8tli, 1801. 

Dear Sir, 

It is so very uncertain how long a stay our Fleet may make 
in the Baltic, that we can only be supplied for our daily con- 
sumption, nor look forward beyond a week, therefore I send 
you a paper, that Mr. Adcy, or any other merchant, may 
give me their proposals upon it ; and it must be noticed, that 
the lowest price and the best provisions must both combine. 
Dantzic, while our Squadron is olF Bornholm, is as convenient, 
with certain winds, as Rostock. 

Sir Hyde Parker left the Fleet the same day that you did ; 
and I had thought that you had intended staying the result of 
a messenger, who arrived the same night I had the pleasure 
of seeing you. I am, dear Sir, &c. 


Nelson AND Bbontb. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Cloi'ko imd M'Artbur, vol. ii. p. 278.] 

8tU May, 1801. 

I dare say Sir Hyde Parker has recommended to your 
notice Lieutenant Joshua Johnson, of the Edgar. At the 
commencement of the Action he was Second Lieutenant ; but 
the First being very soon killed, he acted as such until his 
left arm was shot off. He refused the idea of being sent to 
England, and hoped that Captain Murray would be content by 
the First Lieutenant’s duty being done by a one-armed Officer. 
He is now perfectly recovered, and doing his duty as First 
Lieutenant. All his conduct has been so highly creditable, 
that I should be unjust not to recommend him to your Lord- 
ship’s protection^ I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ms EXCELLENCY THE COUNT PAIILEN, RUSSIAN MINISTER 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Mtty Otli, 180J. 

Sir, 

I am this moment honoured with your Excellency’s letter 
of April 22nd, O.S., covering two letters from Lord Carys- 
fort. I am happy in this opportunity of assuring your Excel- 
lency, that my orders towards llussia from England are of the 
most pacific and friendly nature; and I have to request, that 
you will assure his Imperial Majesty, that my inclination so 
perfectly accords with my orders, that I had determined to 
show myself with a Squadron in the Bay of Revel, (or at 
Cronstadt, if the Emperor would rather wish me to go there,) 
to mark the friendship which, I trust in God, will ever subsist 
between our two gracious Sovereigns; and it will likewise 
be of great service, in assisting to navigate to England many 
of the English Merchant-vessels, who have remained all the 
winter in Russia. 

I have taken care in the Squadron which I bring up 

* He was Immediately promoted, nnS died a Commander, about 
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with me, that there shall be neither Bomb-Ship, Fire-Ship, 
nor any of the Flotilla, in order to mark the more strongly, 
that I wish it to be considered as a mark of the greatest 
personal respect to his Imperial Majesty. I beg leave to assure 
your Excellency that I shall feel truly happy in the oppor- 
tunity of assuring you personally how much I feel your Excel- 
lency’s obliged and obedient humble Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — ^The command of the British Fleet has been con- 
ferred upon me ; and Sir Hyde Parker has returned to 
England. 


TO REAll-ADMlRAL TOTTY. 

[Letter Book. Tliia Letter was left with Captain Murray, on tlie 9th of May, to 
be delivered to Rear-Admiral Totty on his arrival from England.] 

Dear Sir, [About May 0th, 1801.] 

I leave the Saturn, in order that you may take a convenient 
time for removing your Flag, &c. to her, as Sir Hyde Parker 
says, she is the Ship which he understands is destined for 
you, and that Captain Brisbane® is to be your Captain. He is 
at this moment acting in the Ganges; but the moment Cap- 
tain Fremantle® joins from Petersburgh, I shall send him down 
in the Dart, when Captain Lambert* will join Alcmene, and 
Captain Devonshire,® the Dart. 

You will see, that I wish to keep your Squadron strong 
enough to master the Swedes, if they have the impertinence 
to come to sea. Therefore you will keep, with the Ships 
which arrive from England, with you, seven Sail of the Line ; 
sending the Edgar, (and Ruby, if Sir Edward Berry is in 

* Captain James Brisbane. He was nominated a Companion of tUe Bath in 181.5, 
and commanded I^ord Exmoutb’s Flag-ship, the Queen Charlotte, at Algiers, iu 
1816, for his services on which occasion he was Knighted ; ho died a Po.st Captain 
in 1827. 

* Captain Tlioma.s Francis Fremantle, so often mentioned. 

* Captain Robert Lambert : he died a Vice-Admiral of the Blue in September 
1830. 

* Captain John Ferris Devonshire. This zealous OflScer, who is meutioiied in the 
Preface to the First Volume, became n Retired Rear-Admiral, was mode a Com- 
mander of the Order of the GuelpUs, and Knighted by Patent in 1834, and died in 
February 1830. 
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her,) and any other Ships you please, except the Ardent and 
Glatton, to join me in the Gulf of Finland, — most probably 
at Revel. All your bad-sailing Small craft you had better put 
under the directions of Captain Inman. You will not, I am 
sure, fail to let me know, if any extraordinary occurrence 
should take place. My absence probably will not exceed 
fourteen days; but you may rely on your being timely 
acquainted with all my movements; and I beg you will 
believe me, dear Sir, your very obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills EXCELLE^X’Y THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF HIS 
IMPERIAL MAJESTY’S SHIPS AT REVEL. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, May 1 1th, 1801. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to inform you of my intention to anchor a 
Squadron of Ilis Britannic Majesty’s Ships in the Bay of 
Revel, of which intention I have informed Count Pahlen, 
and his Excellency the Governor of Revel. I have therefore 
to request, that you will have the goodness to allow some of 
your Officers and Pilots to come on board me, in order that the 
Squadron may be anchored in a good berth. I have the 
honour to be, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO BENJAMIN GARLIKE, ESQ., SECRETARY OF EMBASSY AT ST. 

PETERSm ROIL 

r Letter- Book.] 

St. George, entrance of the Gulf of Finliiiul, May lltli, l^ol. 

Sir, 

I send you copies of my letters to His Excellency Count 
Pahlen, and to the Swedish Admiral, which will put you m 
full possession of my situation and intentions ; and, as hir 
Hyde Parker, the late Coramander-in-Chief has shown the 
greatest attention in abstaining from all hostilities in the 
Baltic, conformably to the wishe# expressed by the Emperor 
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of Russia, and my orders from England being of the most 
pacilic and friendly tenour, I have thought it the very highest 
compliment I could pay His Imperial Majesty to come into 
the Gulf of Finland, with a small Squadron of His Majesty’s 
Ships. The body of the Fleet I have left in the Baltic, and 
to avoid anything which could give an appearance of warlike 
movements, neither Bomb-Ship, Fire-Ship, nor one of the 
Flotilla has attended me ; and I trust that the Court of 
Russia will see my conduct in its proper point of view. 

I am also particularly anxious, respecting the situation of 
our seamen and Merchants-ships detained last Autumn in 
the Russian Ports ; and as I hope they are entirely liberated, 

I wish you to call a meeting of the Merchants, that I may 
know how I can best assist them in getting their Ships to Eng- 
land, or in any way be useful to them. I shall very anxiously 
wait, I hope in Revel, the return of the messenger, who 
carries this letter, and I beg you to believe me, Sir, with great 
respect, your most obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

ro NICHOLAS VANSrJTART, ESQ.'' 

[Autograph, iii the possession of Lord Bexley. “ A fuvouruble wind brought 
us, on tlie l‘2th of May, into Revet Roods, wliore Lord Nelson wjis rather dis- 
appointed at not finding the Russian Fleet; the early breaking up of the ice 
had enabled it to proceed to Croiistadt, tlirec days before our arrival. We came 
to anchor in the outer hay, and a friendly message was sent on shore to the Governor, 
(lOiieral Sacken, inquiring wliethcr a salute was intended to be tired? Lord 
Nelson stated his being ready to return the *samcj and assured him of the above- 
mentioned friendly objects which lie haul in view in entering a Russian Port. 
Cordial declarations of amity were returned, and a salute promised; this, how- 
ever, being neglected, the Admiral again sent on shore, and was informed 
that the delay had arisen from the miscondnet of the Officer commanding tin* 
Artillery, who liad been put under arrc.st in consequence, and that the salute 
should he given. This w'as accordingly d«»nc, but at so late an hour that our 
salute was not returned until the next morning. Lord Nt'lson having been in- 
vited by the Governor, went on shore about noun on the loth of May, and was 
received with all military liononr.s, llis letter having hemi forwarded to the Emperor, 
great activity wa.s exerted in providing tin* Fleet with fr(‘sh meat and vegetables. 
J be joy which pervaded the whole Empire on tlic deatli of I’aul was manifest at Revel ; 
uer w^ero the disgraceful eircumstances that attended his death by any means eon- 
vealed: the re>estal)lislung a good uudorstandLng with Enghuid appeared on the 
^dlier hand, to give general satiafactiou, and W’e w'cre cordially received by the 


® Now Lord Bexley. Vide p. ‘200, ante. 
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iiiliabitants, as well as the military. On the 14th of May the Governor returned 
Lord Nelson’s visit, on hoard the St. George; he was accompanied by young 
Palilen, the Minister’s son, who commanded a regiment of hussars in garrison 
there, and by other military commanders. They were shown over every part of the 
Ship by Lord Nelson, and it was obseiwable that the Cossack officers gave infinitely 
more attention to what they saw, than did any of the Russians. The interval 
between this and the 1 Cth of May w'as emidoyed by his Lordship in obseiwation, 
and in acquiring information of the Harbour, Mole, and Anchorage. It was decidedly 
his opinion, that had the llusrsian Fleet been hostile, it might have been attacked 
with success by firing the w'ooden Mole, behind which it is always moored during 
the winter months; a position seemed also to present itself for a three-decker 
across the month of the harbour, by which Ship the whole dock might have been 
raked from end to end .” — Colonel Stewart's Narrative. 

St. George, Gulf of Finland, May 12th, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I feel, I assure you, most infinitely obliged by your truly 
kind and satisfactory letter of April 8th, for I know from 
experience how difficult it is for an Officer to have his feelings 
properly represented at home. You did me full justice that I 
wanted to get at an Enemy as soon as possible to strike a 
home stroke, and that Paul was the Enemy most vulnerable, 
and of the greatest consequence for us to humble. On the 
2nd of April, we could have been at Revel, and I know nothing 
at present which could have prevented our destroying the 
whole Russian force at that Port. It would have brought, if 
not Paul to his senses, yet most probably both Sweden and 
Denmark; but mankind form opinions on what has happened, 
and seldom do that justice which both you and Mr. Adding- 
ton did to my opinion, formed on the information and circum- 
stances before me. The difficulty was to get our Commandcr- 
in-Chief to either go past Cronenburg or through the Belt, 
because, what Sir llydc thought best, and what I believe was 
settled before I came on board the London, was to stay in the 
Cattegat, and there wait the time when the whole Naval force 
of the Baltic might choose to come out and fight — a measure, 
in my opinion, disgraceful to our Country. I can only again 
repeat how much I feel your goodness in explaining the 
motives which actuated my conduct ; and I beg you to believe 
me, dear Sir, your truly obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

His Majesty’s Ministers will be able to form a decisive 
opinion on the future plans of^the Emperor Alexander from 
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his conduct at this moment. You will see, of course, all the 
papers which I send to the Admiralty. 

May 17th. — I hope you will read Count Pahlen’s last 
letter : it is a very curious one. Tlie Revel Fleet he considers 
as safe. I left Bevel this morning where everybody has been 
kind to us. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’S SQUARE. 

[Autognipli, in tlie possession of Colonel Davison.] 

St. George, olf Otkensliolm Liglit-liousc, Gulf of Finland, 
May Ir^tli, 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

As it is in vain for me to urge the justness of my cause.'* If 
justice is fled from our Island, it is useless to torment either 
myself or 3^011 on a business which must long ago be decided, 
(I mean before you read this letter.) If it is given against 
me, I have onjj^ to lament that the hand of power has robbed 
me ; for I cannot doubt but if I could have appeared before a 
Jury, and told truth, that the Earl’s cause would not have held 
water. But never mind, I hope another Admiral is on his 
way to .supersede me ; for wdiy am I to be kept here to die a 
natural death ? I did not bargain for that when I came to 
the Baltic. It is now sixteen daj^s that I have not been able 
to get out of my cabin ; and Admiral Graves has been as many 
in bed. The Country may do very well to fight a battle, but 
no man of common sense would remain ; but, fight or not 
fight, as they please, I stay no longer than I get dowm, which 
I hope will be by June 1 st, if I live so long. In forty-eight 
hours I shall have formed my opinion of the future plans of 
Alexander towards us; and I hope our Ministry, from the 
papers I shall send them of my reception and treatment, will 
be fully equal to decide every [thing] w^hich the Russian 
Ministry intend doing in the present state of affairs. I have 
not forgot the cause of our Merchants, and I have wrote 
strongly, although I trust friendly, to Count Bahlen on the 
subject, and I have desired our Charge d’Atfaircs at Peters- 

• Ilis Law-suit with the Earl of Si. Vincent, respecting Trize money, before 
meutioued, which was eventually decided in Lord Nelson's favour. 

VOL. IVt U jj 
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burgh, to call a meeting of the British Merchants, in order 
that I may know how best to be useful to them ; for whilst I 
do stay in the Baltic, mine shall be a life of activity, and as 
far as my abilities enable me, useful to my Country. By the 
12th of June, I shall assuredly take you by the hand, and 
hope you have entirely got rid of the gout. May God bless 
you, my dear Davison, and believe me ever your obliged and 
affectionate friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Revel Bay, May lOtb, 1801. 

Sir, 

Under the Armistice with Denmark, I should wish very 
much to have their Lordships’ directions whether our Mer- 
chant-ships ought to pay the Sound dues ? I own myself of 
opinion that, considering Denmark as an Enemy, she has no 
right to expect that we arc to pay her any money, and that 
our Merchant-ships may pass the Belt, if they choose. But 
situated as the North of Europe is at this moment, the 
Admiral who will command here, must be very anxious to 
receive their Lordships’ directions tis soon as possible on this 
subject. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


ro ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. MNCENT, K.R. 
f Fioin Clarke miJ Jf'Artluir, vol. ii. ji. 

I?evel Hay, lOtli May, It-Ol. 

To your Lordship, I shall confine myself to what we clearly 
could have done with our Baltic Fleet, such as it was after the 
conclusion of the Armistice with Denmark. I shall not .say 
more of the Swedes, tlian as we saw their force at Carlscrona, 
where they had wisely retired when they smo our Frigotn lu 
the Baltic. On the 19th of April, we had eighteen Sail of the 
Idnc and a fair wind. Count Pahlen came and resided at tliis 
place, evidently to endeavour to prevent any hostilities against 
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the Russian Fleet here, which was, I decidedly say, at our 
mercy. Nothing, if it had been right to make the attack, could 
have saved one Ship of them in two hours after our entering the 
Bay; and to prevent their destruction. Sir Hyde Parker had a 
great latitude for asking for various things for the suspension 
of his orders ; but I hope all is for the best, and that the Emperor 
has not deceived us. On Wednesday, the 29th of April, the 
Bay of Revel was clear of firm ice ; and, on that day, the ice 
in the Mole, about six feet thick, was cut, and three Sail of 
the Line got out, and moored on the eastern side of the Bay, 
absolutely unprotected except by a battery of six guns. By 
the Sunday, they were all out, fourteen Sail of Ships ; but I 
am not certain yet, whether the Fleet was ten, eleven, or 
twelve Ships of the Line — two were three-decked Ships : they 
sailed for Cronstadt the same day. I hope you will approve 
of our coming here; we now know the navigation, should 
circumstances call us here again. All the folks are thieves, 
and think us fair game. Hardy and myself have managed 
the whole business here. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS excellency COUNT PAIILEN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. fieorge, lUnel Bay, May ICth, 1801. 

Sir, 

I am this moment honoured with your Excellency’s letter f 
and I only beg leave to refer you again to my letter of the 
9th of May. You will there see, that not one-seventh part of 

* ** 8. E. MYLOUD XELSON. 

“ St. Petersbourg, cc 2 Miii, [i. o. L‘Uh May, N.S.] 1801. 

“ Mylord, 

^ “ Laletlre que votro ExcellencG m’a fait riioiinoiir de m’cerire on date du 0 ^lai, 
a cte pour moi I’objet de la plus grande surprise. Ellc me continue rassuranoe des 
di.spositious pacifiqnes de la Grande Bretagne, eten iiu'mo toms elle m’auiionce votre 
intention, Mylord, de venir avee toutc la Hotte sous-vos ordres a la rude do Bevel, 
ou a cellc do Cronstadt. I/Empereur, mon Muitre, ue jtigo point uiie semblnblo 
deiuarcUe compatible avee le vif desir mauifeste par Sa :Mftjosto Britauuique, de 
t’etablir la bonne intelligenoe, qui a regiu* si lougtems eiitre les dt‘P\ Mouarchies. 
Sr Mnjeste Imperial© la tronvc nii contraire entieremeut opposoe a I’esprit des 
instructions de la Com* de Londres, telles qu ellcs lui sont anuoucecs par le Lord 
Hawkesbury. En consequence, Sa Majeste m’ordomie de yous declarer, Mylord, 

B B 2 
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the Fleet in point of numbers were coming into the Gulf 
of Finland ; and that, as my intention was to pay a very par- 
ticular respect to His Imperial Majesty, I submitted it to His 
pleasure, which Port he would wish me to come to, Revel or 
Cronstadt. 

qiie le seiil gaioiit qu’l’^llo accc))te do la loyante de vos ost le prompt 

eloignemeut de la flotte qiie vous coinmandez, et qii’auciiue negociution avec votro 
four lie pourra avoir lieu, taut qu'mie force iiavule sera k la viie de ses ports. 

“ L'Enipereur persiste tonjours dans ses lUspositions de terminer a raimalde Ics 
difforemls siirveiius eiitre les deux Cours. Sa IMajeste deferera avee plaisir aux 
demamles quo le Kui \otre Maitre lui adressera par la voie d’une iiegociation 
nmicale ct qiii seront foiulecs sur la justice; mais tonte demonstration qui doniiorait 
k cen deinniides fair de conditions, we pent que fuire iiianqucr Teflet qu’ou s’ eu 
propose. 

“ Sa Majeste attend de votro pnuleiiee, ^fylord, qu’en doniiant cettc dcclaralioii 
toute rattention qu'elle merite, vous aiirez soiii de preveuir tout ce qui s’opposorair 
aux vanix miituels de nos Souveraiiis pour la conservation de la paix, et rien n'y 
serai t plus contraire, que la prolongation dii sejour de la llotte .\iigluise dans nos 
parages. 

“Les lumieres de votre Kxcellenee no me permettent pas d'liillcurs de douter, 
cjii’elle scntira combien sa reponso pent etre decisive pour deteniiincr la c»)iiduiie 
future de la Cour de Russie, et qu’elle iie voudra point se rendre personnelleiio nt 
respoiisable des suites qii'eiitraiueruit su resistance uux jiisles repivsi-iilations roii 
tenues dans la preseiite. 11 serait tris pi'nible ii mon auguste Maitre de renoiiccv 
aux voies de eoneiliatioii, mais il lie difleivra pas un instant de deployer les forces (pic 
la Providence a mises entre ses mains si la moindre atteinte a la dignite dc sa 
Coiironnc lui eii impose malheiircnsement I’obligation tonjours saerce j)Our lui, 

“.J’ai riionneur d’etre, avec line con.sideration tn's disliiiguee, Mylord, de \(.tre 
Excellence, le trrs humble et lr» s obeissaiil scrviteiir, Lk C'omtk de P.\hi.e>.” — 
Oriffinal, in the possession of the Right lion. John ^Yilhon C'roker. 

“ This Letter;’ says Colonel Stewart, “ readied Lord Nelson about three p.m. 
on the lOth of May, and was accompanied by a letter from Governor SacKcii, ex 
pressing a wish that the Rritish Fleet should retire from the anchorage of Ju \el. 
J.ord Nelson received it a few minutes before dinner-time ; he apiieared to be a good 
deal agitated by it, but said little, and did not return an immediate reply. During 
dinner, however, be left the table, and in less than a quarter of an hour scut tor 
his .‘Secretary to peruse a letter wliidi, in that short absence, he had eonq oad. 
The signal for preparing to weigh was imsui?diately made ; the answer uboM* ntcii 
lioned was sent on shore ; and although eontraets had been entered into for fio-’> 
provisions, See. for the Fleet, his Lordship would not admit of tin* least (b lny, biU 
e iused it to weigh, and to s'and as far to sen us was sah; for that evening. R 
only dark for an hour or two, during which time we lay to, and at dawn of day ]iro 
ceede«l down the Jiallic ; a Brig was left, to bring off the provisions, and scttl*! hio 
contractM. When off Bornholm, we were joined by the Sijuadrou under Ciii'faui 
Murray. .\ detachment from the Fleet w»w then sent olF to Kioge Bay, wbeie a 
British niercliant established in Beiiinnrk, Mr. Balfour, had contrackd ior 
supply of fresh provisions, under the sanction of the Danish government. Auotbei 
detnehmeiii was sent on the same erroi^ to Dantzic, and Lord Nelson binisclt 
pro( ( eded with a few bhips to Rostock Bay ''•^Narrative in Clarke and 
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Your Excellency will have the goodness to observe to the 
Emperor, that I did not even enter into the outer Bay of 
Revel, without the consent of their Excellencies the Governor 
and Admiral. My conduct, I feel, is so entirely different 
to what your Excellency has expressed in your letter, that 
I have only to regret, that my desire to pay a marked atten- 
tion to His Imperial Majesty has been so entirely misunder- 
stood. That being the case, I shall sail immediately into the 
Baltic. 

Requesting again, that your Excellency will express to Ilis 
Imperial Majesty my ardent desire to have show’ll! him all the 
respect in the po\ver of your Excellency’s most obedient, 
&c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VIXCEAT, K.I3. 

[From Clarke aiid M'Artliiir, vol. ii. p. 2^(1.] 

May IhOL 

The answer from Count Pahlen, with all my correspondence 
is under cover to Mr. Nepean ; after such an answer, I had no 
further business here. Has the Count any meaning in his 
gross falsehoods, or has it been an entire misunderstanding of 
iiiy letter? Time will show ; but I do not believe he would 
have written such a letter, if the Russian Fleet had been in 
Revel. A wwd for myself: since the 27th of April, I have 
not been out of my cabin, except in being obliged to do the 
civil thing at Revel ; nor do I expect to go out, until I 
land in England, or am carried out of the Ship. I therefore 
most earnestly hope that some worthy Admiral wdll be arrived 
to command this Fleet, which I can truly say is deserving of 
any Officer; for more zeal and desire to distinguish them- 
selves I never saw. In four days I hope to join Admiral 
Totty, off Bornholm. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte.^ 

’ Lord Bt. Vincent wrote to Lord Nel^m on iho dlst of May, — 1 havo llio 
d<'epest concern iit loarniiijj from Lioutiniaut Colonel IliUchinsoii, that }onr honltli 
krtH suffered in so material a do{ 7 i-cp. To find a proper successor, your Lordship well 
knows, is no easy task; for 1 never saw the man in our Vrofession, excepting yourself 
»ui(\ Tvoubiidge, who possessed the magic art of infusing the same spirit into others; 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL THOMAS TOTTV. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Gulf of Finland, ITtli May, 1801. 

Sir, 

As 1 am proceeding to join you with all expedition, it is 
iny desire that you do not allow any of His Majesty’s Ships 
or Vessels to go up the Gulf of Finland, and that you will 
endeavour to keep the Squadron with you as much together 
as possible, I request a Vessel may cruize to the N.E. 
of Bornholm, to point out to me your situation. 

I have directed Captain Boys® to waif four hours for letters 
to take to England; but beg he may not be detained a 
moment longer. I am, Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


10 EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Gulf of Einl^md, May 17tli, IHOl. 

Sir, 

I beg you will inform their Lordships, that my state 
of health is such, that I feel at present unable to execute the 
high trust reposed in me, with either comfort to myself, or 
benefit to the State. I have, therefore, earnestly to request 
their Lordships’ permission to return to England, in order to 
try and re-establish my health. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


which inspired their own nction.s, exclii.'.ivc of other talents and habits of bnsiiit's.s 
not common to Naval characterH. Bat your complaint demands prompt (h'ci-'ion; 
w’c have, therefore, fixed oii Admiral Pole. Your Lordship’s whole conduct, from 
your first appointment to this hour, is the auhjrct of our constant admiration. It 
doea not become me to make comparisons: all agree there is but one Nelson. 
That he may long continue the pride of hi.s Country, is the fervent w’i.sli of your 
Lord.ship’.s truly afteclioiiate, St. Vincent.” — Clnrh: and APArthurf vol. ii. P- 
* (. aptain Charles W^oralcy Boys, of the Harpy : he lost a leg while a Mulsliip- 
man, in Lord Howe’s Action, in .June 171M ; wa.s made a Post Captain in tin 
gent ral promotion of ApriLlBO^, and died in command of the Statira, on the 
of November ISOt). 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADAIIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

gjj.^ St. George, Gulf of Fiuluud, May 17th, IHUI. 

You will know by my letter of the 7th, of my intentions 
to proceed with a Squadron into the Gulf of Finland. I now 
have to acquaint you, that having left Captain Murray with 
seven Sail of the Line and all the Small craft, off Bornholm, 
I arrived, and anchored with the consent of the Governor 
and Russian Admiral, in the outer part of the Bay of Revel 
on the 13th, where the greatest civilities were shown the 
Squadron ; but as I found that none of our Merchant-ships 
were actually at liberty to sail, I left Revel this morning, and 
am proceeding to join the Squadron left off Bornholm. I 
have the honour to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF CARYSFORT, K.P. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, off GotliUuid, May 10th, IHOl. 

My dear Lord, 

As it may be pleasant for you and particularly for Lord St. 
Helens, if he passes by Berlin, to know everything which 
relates to the Court of Russia, I send your Lordship copies 
of some letters which have passed between Count I ahlen 
and myself. You will have your opinion, as I have mine, 
that he never would have wrote such a letter, if the Fleet 
had been at Revel in April. Mine was a desire to mark a 
particular civility which, as it was not treated in the way 
I think handsome, I left Revel on Sunday the 17 th, and icrc 
I am. From all the Russian Officers at Revel, I received the 
most attentive behaviour, and I believe they are as much sur- 
prised at the answer as I was. 

Sir Hyde Parker’s letter on the subject of the release ot the 
British Merchant-ships has not been answered. I hope a is 
right; but as seamen arc but bad negotiators— for wc put the 
matter to issue in five minutes what Diplomatic loinib won 
be five months doing — 1 shall have a frequent communication 
with Rostock, if our stay in the Baltic is prolonged. 
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The Swedish Admiral has sent my letter to his King. I 
have just received a letter from Count Bemstorff ; and under 
our present circumstances I have only to say, that a good 
understanding is kept alive between us and Denmark. Al- 
though I am sensible that all which I send you is of no con- 
sequence, still I know from experience that to know there is 
nothing very particular passing, is comfortable. Our Fleet is 
twenty-two Sail of the Line, and forty-six Frigates, Bombs, 
Fire-ships, and Gun-Vessels, and in the Fleet not one man in 
the Hospital ship — a finer Fleet never graced the Ocean. 
Ever, iny dear Lord, your most obliged and obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY COUNT PANLV. 
[Letter-Book.] 


St. George, May 1801. 

Sir, 

I liavc received the honour of your Excellency’s letter ])y 
Admiral Tchitchagoff,^ and have conversed freely with the 
Admiral on the several points to which your Excellency 
referred Sir Hyde Parker, the late (Jommander-in-(Uiicf’; 
and I trust that my full and explicit Declaration will remove 

- ^ ‘'A K. E. Mll.oun XELSOX-BUONTi:. 

“ St. Pelersljoiirg, re ‘20 Asril, V. S., 

“ ^filord, 

“ Celui qiie asii meriter Ic litre lionorable tie votre nmi cst sur tie tronver i>arlout 
Vaccueil le plus distingue. ^Ir. le Cajdlniiie Fremantle ne pouvoit pa.s sans doutc 
nous npportor line nieillt'ure rcconunandation, et je mo flatte quo Ic rapport qu’d 
fera h votre Excellence tie son scjoiir dans cetle Capitale la convniiicra do rcuii)ics- 
senient quo j’ai eii ;i remplir vos intentions; il mo laisso trcpemlant le regret dc ii a\«'ir 
pas cu le teins dc lui prouver euinliieu je siiis juloux do toule.s Ics occasions do 
mctlro an jour Ics Rcntimens quo j*ai voiics aii boros dii Nil. Mr. Frcuiantlo 
m’ayant dit quo votre Excellence iravoit encore aucune nonvollc tVEgyplc dc|)ui>< E* 
dcharquoment drs froiipo.s Angloiscs, j’cproiivo uiir satisfaction particuliero (litre le 
premier a voiis transmottre, Milord, la nouvcllc de.s succcs de I’Arnue 
dan.', cc jiays Icnioin de votre gluirc. Agree/ on mes siiicorcs felicitation.'^, de nr 
sauroi'' terminer ocs lignes sans rccommander aux bontes de votre Exccllojiee Mi- 
le Contre-Amiral Tebitcbiigoff, porteiir de la presente, ebarge d'linc pon)mis.‘'ion 
particiilii re pour Mr. rAniirnl Parker. C’est iin des Ofliciers les pbis distiiigm « de 
la Marino liiip« riale. .T’ai I’lionnciir d’etre, ii\ec line haute consideration, Mibndi 
de votre Excollonce le tri-s liumble et tre^ obeissant Rcrvitciir, Panin- 
f/raph, in the possession of the Right Honourable John Wilson CfokeVi 
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every impression, which would militate for a moment against 
the returning peace and harmony between our august Mas- 
ters, and which, from the bottom of my heart I hope, never 
again to see interrupted. With every sentiment of respect, 
believe me, your Excellency’s most obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


MANIFESTO. 

[Letter-Book.] 


Admiral Tchitchagoff having declared to me this day, that 
Ilis Imperial Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias, has the 
greatest desire to return to his amicable Alliance with the 
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
my most gracious Sovereign, I have, therefore, the pleasure 
to say, that I can declare the wishes of my Sovereign to 
return to Ilis ancient friendly Alliance with the Court of 
Russia, and that my orders,* on such a Declaration being given 
on the part of Ilis Imperial Majesty, are clear and decisive to 
commit no act of hostility against anything appertaining to 
the Emperor of Russia. And I likewise declare, that the 
wishes of His Imperial Majesty respecting the freedom of the 
trade, both of Denmark and Sweden, in the Baltic, have been 
fully complied with. 

Given on board Ills Britannic Majesty’s Ship> St. 

George, in the Baltic, May 20tb, 1801. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY BARKER. 

[Autogrnub, in the possession of Mrs. Ellis.] 

St. George, Baltic, May ‘.21st, 1801. 

My dear Lady, 

It was only when Admiral Totty joined me that I received 

your most truly kind and affectionate letter of April . 

Believe inc, when I say that I am as sensible as ever that I 
owe my present situation in life to your and good Sir Peter’s 
partiality for mo, and friendly remembrance of Maurice Suck- 


* Vitlo p, 340, imte. 
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ling. I am sorry to hear you so complaining, but I trust the 
summer will completely repair your health. The air of the 
Baltic has completely done me up, and I have my serious 
doubts, if Lord St. Vincent do not very soon send out an 
Admiral to supersede me, that I never shall leave this Country. 
Pray remember [me] most gratefully to dear Sir Peter, 
affectionately to Admiral Parker and all your family; and 
believe me, as ever, your obliged and gratefiil. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Murray, Foley, and Fremantle, are now on board : they 
desire their kind thanks and best regards. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 


St. George, May 2‘^nd, 1801. 


My dear Davison, 

By a letter from Sir Andrew Hamond, given to Lord St. 
Helens, I first heard of the death of my dear brother Maurice. 
As the dead cannot be called back, it is of no use dwelling on 
those who are gone. I am sure you will do everything which 
is right for his poor blind wife. I hope he has left her well 
provided for ; if not, I beg you will take the trouble to arrange 
a proper and ample subsistence, and I will make it up.‘ It is 
the only true regard I can pay to his memory. He was always 
good and kind to me ; but enough on this subject : I know 
your sincere friendship for him. Your letters are on board 
Admiral Totty, with Parker,® and I have not yet joined him. 
I shall sec you in a very few days; till then I shall only say 
God bless you, 1 am very unwell. Since April 27th, I have 
only been once out of my cabin. Ever yours affectionately, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


Pray send the enclosed. 


' Mr. Manncc Nelson lived many yeiirju wtli a Miss Sarah Ford, who nccidcut 
filly lost her sight, and became a cripple. Mr. Nelson was supposed to have nuo' 
ried iicr from compa.ssion for her helpless condition, and she bore his name. Loiil 
Nelson, who always treated her a.s his brother’s widow, allowed her luinnnnily; uii'l 
after his dcalh, sh ; received assistance from Lady Hamilton. She died in oi 
IHII. 

Ciiptain Ldi^ ard ThornborougU Porkei^ who is frequently mentioned in subse 
qnent Letters. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF 8T. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Ai*tliur, vol. ii. p. ^J8G. About this time Lord Nelson re- 
ceived Secret Orders, addressed on the Gth of May to Sir Hyde Parker (though 
lie had been superseded by Lord Nelson,) conveying the King’s pleasure, that, as it 
appears possible the Swedish Squadron, taking advantage of the return of the Fleet 
under your command to Kioge Bay, may entertain an intention of forming a junc- 
tion with the Russians, either at Revel or Cronstadt, or with the Danish Fleet at 
Copenhagen, you should be directed, either with the whole, or with such part of 
the Fleet as may be adequate to the purpose, to take such a position as you may 
conceive best calculated to prevent such a movement on the part of the Swedi.sh 
Squadron. Yon are, in pursuance of his Majesty’s command bignified to us, hereby 
required and directed to idace yourself in such a position, either with the whole or 
a part of your Fleet, as you may judge best adapted to that purpose accordingly, 
subject, liow'ever, to the restriction of your not going to the northward of Carlscrona, 
so long as the Sw'edish Fleet shall not proceed up the Baltic ; and, with a view 
to remove any anxiety that may he felt by the Swedish Court with respect to your 
intentions, you ore to take the earliest oiiportunily of communicating to that Court, 
that you are expressly instructed to commit no act of hostility whatsoever against 
the Ships of his Swedish Majesty, provided that he shall direct his Fleet to remain 
in the Port of Carlscrona; but tliat, in the event of its leaving that Port, you have 
received orders to use every means in your power to prevent its junction with the 
Naval forces either of Russia or Denmark. 

“In the event of the Swedish Fleet having alreatly sailed to Revel or Cronstadt 
before you shall receive these orders, you are, in such case, to take such a position 
off Revel as may be best adapted for preventing any further junction being effected 
by the Ships there with the force at Cronstadt, or vke rrrsd; and if, after the 
anb al of the Swedish Fleet at either of the places above-niculioned, the Officea 
commanding it slionld be desirous of returning to Carlscrona, you me, in that ca.se, 
upon a proper intimation being made to j'ou, to allow this movement to be made 
witliont any opposition; and as soon as it shall have taken place, return to the 
jiositioii you are directed to take in the more probable case of the Swedish Fleet 
having remained at Coi'lscronu, iustopd of proceeding up the Baltic, unless in con- 
sequence of any communication from his Maje-ty’s Ambassador to the Court of 
Russia, you should judge it more advisable to remain in the Gulf of Finland. ’ 

Sir Hyde Parker was tlien directed to regulate his conduct according to the in- 
formation he might receive from Lord St. Helcms, Ambassador to the Court of 
Petersburgh, “ and to proceed in conformity with your former instmetions, and 
particiiloily to those contained in our order to you of the loth of Mai-ch last, 
against the Porta, Arsenals, and Shipping of Russia and Sweden, if, coiitriu*y to 
evci 7 expectation, you should receive information from Lord St. Helens that every 
hope of amicable adjustroent is at an cud.” 

“ With respect to Denmark, no step can be taken against herwitliiii the limits of 
the Armistice, but at the expiration thereof, you arc hereby authorized and directed 
to renew hostilities against Oiat Power, unless the grounds of difference between 
the two Countries shall in the meantime be removed, cither by direct negotiation, 
or tlirough tlie intervention of the Court of Petersburgh, of which information will 
be conveyed to you by his Majesty’s Ambassador ut that Court.” — 

May 2‘lml, 1801. 

I send you a plan of the Bay of Revel, drawn by our friend 
Colonel Stewart, who is an excellent and indefatigable young 
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man, and, depend upon it, the rising hope of our Army. As 
there is no other plan in existence, perhaps you will direct a 
copy to be lodged in the Ilydrographer’s Office. The Fleet 
when out of the Mole, always moor on the east side of the 
Bay, the outer Ship is supposed to be protected by the Fort, 
which is marked ; there arc, it is true, a number of guns, but 
as the Ofiicer who goes there is not to be supposed to mind 
guns, if he can get in and out again, in my opinion the Revel 
Fleet, whether in or out of the Mole, w^ould be destroyed by 
a vigorous attack ; and that it may, if the Russians again give 
us offence, is the sincere wdsh of your affectionate sick friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — You have often spoke of that worthy officer Admiral 
George Montagu I own, I long from his character to give 
up this Fleet to him, or some other good man. May 24th. — 
The death of my dear brother, which I received only yester- 
day, has naturally affected me a good deal ; and if I do not 
get some repose very soon, another will go. Six sons are 
gone, out of eight ; but I hope yet to sec you, and to cheer up 
once more. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY LORD ST. HELENS, AMBASSADOR AT THE 
COURT OF ST. PETERSBURGH. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, oft' Bonili(»lin, Mflv 

My Lord, 

I never before regretted having a fair wind ; but your 
quick voycige is of so much more importance than mine, that 
I sincerely regret your not having a fair wind. I send your 
Excellency copies of some letters of mine, which in conversation 
you may have occasion to refer to. Captain Thesiger, who 
will have the honour of delivering this letter, has been foi 
many years a Captain in the Russian Navy ; but left it two 
years ago, from the extraordinary conduct of the late iMiijicroi. 
I have sent a fast sailing Lugger to attend on your Mission, 

* Admiral George Montagu ; ho \va.s appointed a Knight Grand C'ross of 
Baili, on the extension of the Order in 'January ISlOi and died in Decmi ei 



LETTERS. 


381 


XT. 42 .] 

the progress and result of which, as far as may be proper for me 
to be made acquainted with, I must be in a state of constant 
anxiety to know, that the Fleet may be collected ready for a 
push, should the Russian Fleet make any movements indicat- 
ing an intention of going to sea. I trust to your Excellency 
allowing Captain Sotheron* to give me notice of it, by one 
of the small Vessels. I have not a word of news. 

Wishing your Excellency every success, I have the honour 
to be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SOTIIERON, n.:M. SHIP LATONA. 
[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, off Bornliolni, ^rny, IBOl. 

Sir, 

I send the Lark lugger with dispatches for Lord St. Helens. 
The Lieutenant of her has my orders to pot himself under 
your directions, for the purpose of waiting on the Mission. 
Should the Russian Licet make any movements indicating an 
intention of putting to sea, you are immediately to make it 
known to Lord St. Helens, in order that I may be apprised of 
their so doing. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO A. II. STEWARD, ESQ., YARMOUTH. 

[AntograpL, in the posses.sion of the Rev. A. II. Stcwaril, of Wliitton, near Ipswich.] 

St. George, Miiy IsOl. 

My dear Sir, 

I have thousands of thanks to give you for the great trouble 
you have had in receiving my letters and packages, and for 
many things which yon have had the goodness to send me; 
and if it pleases God, I hope to return you my sincere thanks 
and to repay you the money you must have laid out for, dear 
Sir, yours truly obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Captain Frank Sotheron, of tho Lntona: he died an Admiral of the White, in 
1839. 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Antograpli, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

St. George, May 23ril, 1801. 

My dear Friend, 

I shall not repeat my feelings for the death of poor Maurice. 
You have ever done everything which was kind towards him. 
Your sentiments about poor Mrs. Nelson (for such I shall 
always call her) agree so perfectly with my own, that it is 
unnecessary to say anything farther. You are overwhelm- 
ing me with favours, but my heart is grateful. I have only 
time to say, that if I do not see you in fourteen days, pro- 
bably I never may. Be that as it may, I shall always be, till 
death, your most obliged and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN DEVONSHIRE, COPENHAGEN ROAD. 


[Autogrnpb, in the possession of Lady Devoiisliire.J 


St. George, May GOrd, 1801. 

Dear Sir, 

I am sorry that it is necessary to send any Captain to the 
Alcmene, which will render it necessary for you to return to 
the Dart ; but if you will take my advice, make the best of 
the case, for as it must be, it is of no use going again.st the 
arrangement of the First Lord of the Admiralty ; but reports 
.say, that Captain M'Kinley® is not confirmed Post, as the 
Admiralty consider it as their vacancy, and I think it very 
possible you may be intended for that vacancy ; and that it 
may prove so, is the sincere wish of your most faithful 
Servant, 


Nelson and Bronte. 


Join me off Rostock. 


® Captain George ^f'Kiuley, of the Otter; no>Y a Vice-Admiral of the Blue. 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL HOLLOWAY. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Admiral Sir Robert Otway, Bart., G.C.B.] 

, __ „ George, May ‘2:jrd, 1801. 

My dear Holloway, 

Only this morning I received your truly kind letter of 
congratulation of April 18th: from my heart I wish you had 
been here, and if this Northern business is not settled, they 
must send more Admirals. I am going home immediately 
or I shall be dead with a consumption, the keen air of the 
North has cut me to the heart. Graves has kept his bed for 
a month, but I suspect with a different complaint to mine. I 
beg you will present my best respects to Mrs. Holloway, and 
say, her relation, Lyons, is in great truth a very fine lad, 
and is continued rated, which is a proof of it. With best 
regards to all, at Portsmouth, of our friends, believe me, dear 
Holloway, your faithful and obliged. 

Nelson and Bbonte. 


TO EVAX XEPEAX, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 
fLetici-Book.! 

St. George, at Sen, ‘^3rd Mav, 1801. 

Sir, 

Oa the 17th, having dispatched the Harpy with information 
of my proceedings to that date, I have now further to request 
that you will acquaint their Lordships, that Captain Murray, 
with four Sail of the Line, joined me off the North end of 
Gothland, having been relieved on his station off Bornholm 
by Rear-Admiral Totty. 

From the returns of bread, I judged it proper to put the 
Ships’ companies to two-thirds allowance of that species 
of provisions; but, from the report I have received from 
Dantzic, and a similar one I expect from Rostock, I hope that 
the Fleet will get an ample supply" of bread and flour, and at 
a cheaper rate than it can be purchased in England; and 
supplies of fresh beef will be as much as we wish, and, I hope, 
not exceeding fourpence or fourpence half-penny per pound. 
I believe it will not cost Government anything more for water; 
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and I beg you will assure their Lordships, that my utmost 
endeavours shall be used to keep this Fleet in a perfect state 
for any service, at the smallest possible expense ; for I am 
fully aware of the necessity of economy in every Department 
of the State, and what abuses have crept in from the want of 
due attention. 

I have sent Captains Murray, Foley, and Tyler,® in their 
respective Ships, to Dantzic to get supplies, and to endeavour 
to fix everything at the lowest possible price; but in this 
Country the price of provisions rises and falls as the London 
market demands. As soon as I am complete master of this 
subject, their Lordships shall know the particulars. Whether 
wine can be got reasonably in this Country, I have my doubts. 
Sir Hyde Parker bought some in Denmark ; but I am not 
acquainted with the price. But I own myself a strong advo- 
cate for serving wine to the Ships’ companies instead of spirits. 
Respecting stores for the Fleet, I have directed an account to be 
made out of the spars expended in consequence of the Action 
of April 2nd ; as to rope, those wdio have been industrious 
have more rope than when the Fleet sailed from England ; for 
the greatest quantity of rope has been made from the wounded 
cables of the prizes, which were all new. And I give their 
Lordships as my opinion, that not a rope-yarn can be carried 
away or expended, (except by Battle,) between this period and 
September 1st, and I may, with truth, congratulate their I.ord- 
ships on there being, at this moment, twenty Sail of the Line in 
the Baltic, as efficient Ships as any in Europe. I do not reckon 
on the Ardent and Glatton ; for they sail so very heavy, that 
no rapid movement could be made with them in the I/iiic or 
Order of Sailing. 

On the whole, I may take upon me to say that, although 
we may have imaginary wants, yet, thank God ! we have no 
real ones, from one end of the Fleet to the other. 1 shall 
anclior with some of the Ships off Rostock, to get bread and 
beef. Some will be watering in Kioge Bay ; eight Sail oi 
the Line will always be off Bornholm to watch the Swedes. 

In short, the Fleet shall always be in motion ; and, as far as 


’ Captain, afterwanls Admiral Sir CbirleH Tylor, wbo 

AYouiided in conimand of the Tonuant at Trafalgar ; and died in Septeuibcv 


sovri'cly 

is.-J.'). 
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lies in my power, complete in every respect for real service. 
On the 20th, at night, X fell in with the Latona, having on 
board his Excellency Lord St. Helens, with whom I had three 
hours’ conversation ; and their Lordships may rely that every- 
thing shall be done on my part to promote the happy termi- 
nation of his Lordship’s mission. I have the honour, &c. 

Nelson and Bhonte. 

The Shannon reported the Swedish Fleet, top-gallant masts 
struck generally, but got up on particular days, seven Sail of 
the Line, and throe Frigates. I have a report from Vessels 
spoke, that the Swedish Flotilla is returned to Stockholm. 


TO EVAN N'EPEAX, ESQ., ADAMRALTY. 
[Letter Book.] 


St. George, May, isol. 

Sir, 

On the 20tli, a Russian Frigate, having on board Rear- 
Admiral TchitchagofF, delivered me copies of answers to Sir 
Hyde Parker’s letter of April 26th ; and having had a good 
deal of conversation with the Rear-Admiral, we exchanged the 
Declarations sent herewith, which, I feel, is in slrict com- 
pliance with the spirit of part of their Lordships’ orders of 
April 17 th. 

I also send copies of letters, which I have judged it proper 
to write to the S wedish Admiral. The Russian Frigate sailed 
at eight o’clock in the morning for Petersburgh, and ihc Latona 
parted company at twelve at night. I have scat two Small 
craft with the Latona, in order to keep up a constant commu- 
nication. I have the honour, &c. 

Nelson and Buonte. 


TO Ills EXCELLENCY ADMIR.\L CRONSrKDT, C/\lU.S(’KOXA. 
[Letter-Book.] 

Sr. tleovge, nl See, ’^avd May, DdU. 

Sir, 

In the correspondence which your Excellency has held with 
the late Commander-in- Chief of the British Fleet in the 
VOL. IV. c c 
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Baltic^ I do not see, in return to his Declaration that the trade 
of Sweden in the Cattegat and Baltic would be allowed to 
pass unmolested by the British Cruizers, any return of Declara- 
tions on the part of Sweden, I have therefore to request, that 
your Excellency will return an explicit Declaration, that 
the trade of Great Britain shall not be molested, in any 
manner, in the Cattegat and Baltic by the Swedes. 

Your Excellency’s judgment will show the necessity of this 
mutual Declaration. I have the honour, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book. “ The keeping his Fleet coiitinutilly on the alert, and thug amply 
furnishing it with fresh water and provisions, were the objects of his Lordship’s uii- 
reinitted cai*e ; and to this may in a great measure he ascribed the uniform good health 
and disciidiue which prevailed. Another point to which he gave nearly equal atten- 
tion, was his economy of the resources of his Fleet in regard to stores ; their con- 
sumption w'as as remarkable for its smallness in the Baltic, as it was in the Fleet 
that w’as afterwards under his command in the Mediterranean. His hour of rising 
w’as four or five o'clock, and of going to rest about ten ; breakfast was never later 
than six, and generally nearer to five o’clock. A midshipman or two were always of 
the party ; and 1 have known him send during the middle watch to invite the little 
fellows to breakfiust with him, when relieved. At table with them, ho would enter 
into their boyish jokes, and be the most youthful of the party. At dinner he in- 
variably had every Otficer of his Ship in their turn, and was both a polite and hos- 
pitable host. 'J'he wdiole ordinary business of the Fleet W’jvs invariably dispatched, 
as it had been by Earl St. Vincent, before eight o’clock. Tlic great command of 
time w’liicli Lord Nelson thus gave himself, and the alertness which this example 
imparted throughout the Fleet, can only he understood by those who witnessed it, 
or who know the value of early hours. Tlie Russian Frigate Venus, with Admiral 
Tchitchagotr on board, met ns on our return to Bornholm ; she had been in 
search of us, with the answer to some pacific overtures that had passed between Sir 
Hyde Parker and the Russijin Goveniment, and which was of the most friendly 
description. J.ord St. Helens also met us in the Latona, on his way to Peters- 
)>iijgh on a special mission. At Rostf)ck not an hour was lost in procuring fresh 
provisions for the Fleet. The greatest veneration was here shown to the name of 
Nelson; fuid some distant ijiland Towns of Mecklenburg sent even Deputations, 
with their piihlio hooks of record, to have his name .w'ritten in them by himself. 
Boats were constantly rowing round his Flag-ship, the 8t. George, with persons of 
resj)ectability in them, anxious to catch a .sight of this illustrious man. He did not 
again land whilst in the Baltic; his health was not good, and his mind w'os not at 
ease: with him, mind and health invariably sympathized .” — Colonel Stewart's Kar- 
ra live.] 

St. GeorgOf off Rostock, 24th May, 1801* 

* Sir, 

Having joined Rear-Admiral ToUy off Bornholm yester- 
day morning at three o’clock, and in the course of the day 
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having[r arranged the business of the Squadron, and placed 
under „his command the Ships named in the margin,' exclusive 
of the Small craft, which are kept generally at anchor under 
Bornholm, under the direction of Captain Inman, who has 
had great merit in keeping them in proper discipline, and as 
no person at Bornholm could give them money for their 
bills, or, indeed, take them, I have directed Captain Inman 
to bring some of them to Rostock ; and I must draw for 
money and supply them. As this proceeding may not be 
strictly regular, yet as all difficulties give way with me to the 
benefit of the King’s service, I trust their Lordships will take 
care that I may not be censured for irregularity by the 
different Boards, if what I do is really for the good of the 
service. 

Having sent the Ganges, Defence, and Veteran to water in 
Kioge Bay, I left Rear-Admiral Totty in the evening, and 
anchored here this afternoon with eight sail of the Line, a 
Frigate, &c. I am so anxious to acquaint their Lordships 
with the apparent favourable change in the language of the 
Court of Russia, and of the observations made by Captain 
Fremantle on the state of the Russian Fleet, that I send the 
Speedwell ; as I am of opinion their Lordships cannot be too 
minutely acquainted with every circumstance that passes in 
these critical times. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAxN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter Book.] 

St. (leorge, May *24.tb, 1801. 

Sir, 

Not wishing to detain Lord St. Helens one moment, I gave 
to his Lordship all the papers I had received from Rear-Admiral 
Tchitchagoff and from Captain Fremantle, and directed the 
Lynx to bring them to me the next day, when Lord St. 
Helens would have had time to copy them, and to write his 
letter for England. But, as the Lynx is not arrived, and the 

* Saturn, Zealous, Powerful, Vengeance, Ramilies, Bellona, Ruby, Baisounable, 
Shannon, Jamaica, Oruizer, end Lynx. 

c c 2 
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wind perfectly fair for passing the Belt, I have determined to 
send off the Speedwell, and to recite, as well as my memory 
will allow, the tenour of the papers sent me, and the conversa- 
tion which passed with the Russian Admiral. 

No. 1, was a very civil letter from Count Pahlen, saying 
that he was directed by the Emperor to send Admiral 
Tchitchagoff to hold a confidential communication with the 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Fleet, supposed to be (of 
course) Sir Hyde Parker, and that I might give full credit to 
all he said on this occasion. lie began by stating the ardent 
desire the Emperor had shown from the moment he had 
commenced his reign, to return to his ancient amity between 
Russia and Great Britain, and that he fully expected a similar 
desire on the part of Great Britain ; that Lord Ilawkesbury’s 
letter was announcing that hostilities would not be carried on 
in the Baltic, and that such orders had been sent to Sir Hyde 
Parker; that Sir Hyde Parker’s letter was amicable, but held 
forth a threat, that it could only remain so, in case the British 
Shipping were immediately given up; and that this tlircat 
was in opposition to Lord St. Helens’ letter. To which I 
replied, that Sir Hyde Parker’s instructions were drawn up in 
forty-eight hours after it was known the death of the Emperor 
Paul; and that, certainl^^, he was instructed to send to 
Petersburg, to learn the disposition of the Court of Peters- 
burg, and whether our. Ships had been restored, in order 
that he might regulate his conduct by that of Russia ; but 
that Sir Hyde Parker had shown the utmost complaisance to 
the wishes of the Emperor of Russia, by abstaining from all 
hostility against the trade of the Powers in the Baltic; and 
that the spirit of the instructions were — ^ if the Emperor wishes 
to be sincere friends with u?, that then we wished to be 
sincere friends with him ; which Admiral Tchitchagoff having 
asserted in the name of the Emperor, I said — if that is the 
case, and you will declare it in writing, I will make your Court 
perfectly at ease about the disposition of my most gracious 
Sovereign.’ And the Admiral having made the strongest 
declaration of the desire, on the part of the Emperor, to 
^’ctiirn to his ancient amity with Great Britain, and to see 
the peace of the North re-established, I then gave him the 
paper transmitted herewith; on receiving which, he said be 
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couldj almost assure me that his Emperor would order the 
immediate restitution of the British shipping. As I knew 
Lord St. Helens was on the point of arriving, I did not 
choose to enter into the subjects of Danish and Swedish 
[Ships] detained, which he wished to have had my opinion 
upon: I only generally said, that the Treaty of December 
last was looked upon, in England, by all ranks, as a most 
scandalous attempt to injure Great Britain. We parted the 
best possible friends. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO WILLIAM BECKFOllD, ESQ. 

[Autograpli, in tUe possession of the Duchess of Iliimilton and BrauJou.] 

St. George, Bay of Rostock, ]May ‘i4th, 1801. 

This day week was at Revel, in the Gulf of I'inland. 

My dear Sir, 

I have to give you many thanks for your truly kind and 
friendly letter of April 29th. It is not tiresome being con- 
gratulated on good fortune from those you believe sincere, 
but it is far different if you know the writers hate you, and 
wish you had miscarried ; and, as I have had so many proofs 
of your real kindness for me I feel truly gratified by your 
remembrance. I hope Lord St Helens will arrange amicably 
our affairs with the Northern Powers ; and as to France, if 
she dares to stir off her shores, 1 only wish our seamen to 
meet them half seas over. As to myself, I am knocked up, 
and only wanWo enjoy, during this negotiation, a little repose, 
to enable me, if better men will not come forth, to meet these 
Northern blades. They do not want for courage, that is 
certain ; but in the management of their Fleet, they would, I 
am [sure,] miserably fail ; and two-thirds of their numbers 
must beat them, if we make use of the skill God Almighty has 
blessed us with. I trust 1 shall be, in eight or ten days, in 
London, and shall have the greatest pleasure in apprising you 
personally with what esteem and real regard I feel myself your 
truly obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. ^ 
My patronage to Mr. Tomkins is not worth a farthing ) 
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and I hear that a print is coming out, done by Captain 
y dedicated to me : if, under these circumstances, 
my [name] can be of any use to Mr, T, he is heartily welcome 
to it 


TO MESSRS. THOMSON AND POWER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Rostock, Mny 25tli, 1801. 

Gentlemen, 

I am favoured with your polite letter of May , and I 
have to thank you for your expression of regard and esteem, 
and I assure you that I never shall forget the kindness I 
experienced in Hamburgh. I truly felt for the situation which 
that City was lately placed in ; and if at any time it should be 
in my power to assist in maintaining the freedom of that 
ancient and respectable City, (so useful to Europe in general,) 
it would afford me infinite satisfaction. 

Respecting provisions for the Fleet, my duty points out that 
I am to obtain them at the lowest prices, and of the best 
qualities : whoever is willing to make proposals, the road is 
open ; and the person who will serve Government on the best 
terms is the person whom I must employ, without partiality, 
favour, or affection. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO E\'AN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] * 

St. George, off Rostock, May 25tli, ISOl. 

Sir, 

1 dispatched the Speedwell early this morning, with an 
account of my proceedings up to last night; and in the 
course of to-day the Lynx returned with Count Pahlen’s 
letters from Lord St. Helens, copies of which I now send you. 
When his Lordship joined the Squadron, I gave him the 
original Declaration made by the Russian Admiral Tchitcha- 
goff, as it was my wish not to detain him for a moment. It 
is with real concern I find he has not returned cither that, or 
a copy. 
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His liordship has sent letters for Lord Hawkesbury ; pro- 
bably it may be enclosed in them; but the purport of the 
Declaration iS| vrhat I stated in a letter to you, forwarded 
in the Speedwell, I enclose for their Lordships’ perusal a 
few words that the Emperor of Russia said to Captain Skene,® 
after stopping the carriage he was riding in at Petersburgh. I 
am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’S SQUARE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Danson.] 

Bay of Kostock, May 20th, 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

The morning I sailed from Yarmouth, I wrote you a letter, 
and several others, which were put on board a Ship left 
behind, in which I requested you to give Mrs. William Nelson^ 
£100 for me, and I do not hear, either from you or any person, 
that the letter got safe to you. Respecting poor Maurice’s 
wife, if her necessities require it, every farthing which his 
kindness gave me shall be used, if she wants it ; therefore, I 
beg you will be everything generous towards her, for she 
shall ever be by me considered as his honoured wife. Every 
moment I am looking out for a new Admiral. May God 
bless you, and believe me ever your affectionate friend, ^ 

Nelson and Bronte. 

This day comes on my trial with the great Earl. May the 
just gain it. Pray send the inclosed. Harpy and Speedwell 
must have arrived. 

TO REAR-ADMIRAL TOTTV. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St George, Rostock Bay, 26tli May, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I am favoured with your letter of yesterday ; and the 
Swedish Cutter brought almost a duplicate of the Admiral’s 

* Gaptaiii Alexander Skene : he was posted iii April 1802, and died about 1824:; 

' Wifb of lu8 brother) the Reverend 'WilUaBi) afterworda Earl Nelson. 
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letter, and a Declaration from the King of Sweden, that all 
British Merchant-ships werp to pass unmolested. 

Mr. Cockburn, the Consul for Lower Saxony, is gone, I 
fancy, off Bornholm in search of me; but an express was 
sent after him, and it was hoped to arrive time enough at 
Stralsund to prevent his embarkation. I hope the Russian 
Brig’s going to England, is a good omen for a peace ; indeed, 
my opinion is, that wc shall have it in the North. 

I have reason to believe, that a combination has been 
entered into against us, to make us pay nearly double the 
market-price for both beef and bread ; but offers are to come off 
this morning, and I am fixed not to give more than five pence a 
pound for beef, and thirty shillings a hundred weight for bread, 
unless by order from the Admiralty. I suspect the combina- 
tion has reached Dantzic. What a set of villains, if it is so I 
I shall send off the Lynx the moment I can settle anything 
about supplies ; and if the Alkmaar brings you good accounts, 
I shall continue sending two Ships of the Line, with some 
Small craft, to that place. 

I approve very much of your completing the Ships with 
water. The Foreign flags had better be distributed, particu- 
larly to the Frigates and large Brigs. Reports are from the 
Ships arrived from Kioge Bay, that two Ships of the Line, 
English, are in Coj)enhagen Roads: nothing new from England 
jr tfte Continent. The Lynx shall sail to-morrow. Believe 
me, dear Sir, your most obliged servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Admiral Graves thinks he is better ; but others think the 
contrary. 


Sir, 


TO THE SWEDISH ADMIRAI^ AT CAIILSCHONA. 
[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Bay of Rostock, May 1801. 


I am this moment honoured with your Excellency’s letter 
of May 24th, enclosing a copy of his Swedish Majesty’s Pro- 
clamation respecting tlie British Merchant-ships ; for which I 
feel much obliged. 

As his Excellency Lord St. Helenjj^ is arrived about this 
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timrf at St. Petersburgh, as Ambassador from my most gracious 
Sovereign to his Imperial Majesty, I hope that a very few 
days will restore the ancient amity between our Countries, so 
conducive to the true interest of both; and that I shall have an 
opportunity, in person, of assuring your Excellency with what 
respect, I am your most obedient servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY COUNT PAHLEN. 

[Letter-Book. The day after Lord Nelson’s arrival off Rostock, on the 2Gth of 
May, 1801, a Russian Lugger brought the reply from Count Pnhlen, to his letter 
written on leaving Revel. The effect intended hy that letter had been fully felt at 
Petcrsburgh : a more flattering communication was, perhaps, never made from a 
Sovereign to the subject of another Power, tlnmwas conveyed in the Minister’s reply. 
It apologized for any misconception of his Lordship’s views in having entered Revel 
Hoads, it expressed an anxious wish that Peace should be restored on the most 
solid basis ; and in a particular manner invited Lord Nelson to Petersbiirgh, in 
whatever mode might he most agreeable to himself. The Lugger, on leaving our 
Fleet with Lord Nelson’s* answer to tliis gracious letter, fired a salute, an act 
which implies much more in the Russian service than in many others. Lord Nelson 
observed to his Secretary, on his return from the shore, ‘ Did you hear that little 
fellow salute? Well, now, there is peace uith Russia, depend on it: our jaunt to 
Revel was not so bad, after all .'*’ — Cohucl Stewart's Narrative.^ 

St. George, Rostock Bay, 10 o’clock at Night, ’^Clh May, 18(Jl. 

Sir, 

I am this moment honoured with your Excellency’s flatter- 
ing letter of May 6th, O. S.,- and I assure you that his 
Imperial Majesty’s justice has filled the idea I had formed of 

* “ A H. E. MYLOBD XEI.SON BRONTE. 

“ St. Petersboiirg, le 0 Mai, 1801. 

“ Myloril, 

“ Je lie saurais doniu r a. vO*tre Excellence un temoignage plus eclataul de la 
confiance quo rEmperour mon Maitre lui accorde qu’en lui annon^ant I’effet qu’a 
produit sa lettre du 10 de ce mois. Sa Majeste Imperinle a ordomie sur le 
champ la levee de I’Emhargo mis sur Ics Navires Anglais. Cette mesure aurait ete 
remplio depuis longteras si des circonstoiiccs anterieures u Son rogue n’eussent pas 
douiic lieu i\ uue demonstration hostile dc votre Gouverneiiient, dans le Nord, et 
mon anguste Maitre sc livre avec idaisir i\ rimpulsion de son lunonr i)our la justice dcs 
riustaut oh rEuropo nc pent plus otre abusee par Ics apparcnces sur les motifs qui 
Ic font agir. 

“ Je regrettc vivement, lilylord, que votre lettre precedente ait produit un 
mesentendii, mais celui qui connait comme vous les loix de I’honneur et de la 
vraiedignite ne peut en etre surpris. Sa Majeste Imperiale me charge de mauder a 
votre Excellence, qn’elle sera charmee de fairc la connaissaiice personnelle du 
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his excellent heart and head ; and 1 am sure the handsome 
manner in which the embargo has been taken oflF the British 
Shipping, will give the greatest pleasure to my good and 
gracious Sovereign. 

I am truly sensible of the great honour done me by the 
invitation of his Imperial Majesty, and at a future time I hope 
to have the pleasure of presenting my humble duty. I have 
now only to pray, that a permanent (which must be honour- 
able) Peace may be established between our gracious Sove- 
reigns, and that our august Masters’ reigns may be blessed 
with every happiness which this world can afford ; and I beg 
that your Excellency will believe that I am, with the greatest 
respect, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Nelson and Bbonte. 


MEMORANDUJM. 

[From “ The Athenaeum.”] 

[May, 1801.] 

Mem. — I wish the Harpy to be sent to me with any 
dispatches, as I intend to send her to England, the first Vessel. 
I recommend sending the Dart, and a good, clever Purser, to 
Dantzic, to purchase bullocks and biscuits, if to be had rea- 
sonable and good, as our Ships are getting short of that article. 
The Dart can bring, at this season, twenty head of cattle; 
the hay for their use must be calculated separately, and the 
meat, delivered on board the Fleet off Bornholm, ought not 
to exceed fourpence or fivepence. The Alkmaar will be a 
good Ship to send for bullocks. The Purser must send for 
greens, or they must be purchased and charged against them. 
The following rates have been thought very reasonable for 
the Pursers: — 7s. 6d. for Three deckers, ds. for Two deckers, 
and 2s. 6d. for Frigates. 


brros du Nil, et de vous voir a sa Cour, si vos instructions voiis pennetteiit dc 
quitter la Flotte et d’aburder avec iin seul Vaisscaii dans im de nos Ports. 

1 homieur d'etre, avec la plus haute consideration, Mylord, de votre Excellence, Ic 
tres humble ct trc.s obeissant serviteur, Lb Comte pb Pahlbk.”— 
the possession of the Right Hon. John Wilson Croker. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

St. George, Eostock, May 27th, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I do not trouble you often with letters, as your time must 
be much more essentially employed than in reading any 
opinions of mine. As I send the facts themselves to the Ad- 
miralty, Ministers can draw much better conclusions from 
them than a mere Sea-officer ; but as it was the wish of Lord 
St, Helens for me to give my opinion, from what I had seen 
in Russia, and my communication with them, I readily gave 
it — ^viz.. The Emperor of Russia and his Ministers wish for 
peace with us, but at the same time it is wished to hold up 
his character, therefore it is wished that he should have the 
appearance of arranging the peace of the North, and I am 
confident more would be given up by paying the Emperor 
that compliment than if we attempted to lay down the law ; 
and his Lordship was pleased to say that he should let the 
negotiation take that turn. Respecting Privateers, I own I am 
decidedly of opinion that with very few exceptions they are a 
disgrace to our Country ; and it would be truly honourable 
never to permit one after this war. Such horrid robberies have 
been committed by them in all parts of the world, that it is 
really a disgrace to the Country which tolerates them ; and the 
conduct of too many of our Vice-Admiralty Courts has no 
wonder made neutral Nations think of preventing such iniqui- 
tous proceedings ; but as I shall, if alive, have the honour of 
seeing you in a very few days, I will only say that, I am, 
with the greatest respect, your most faithful and obliged, 

• Nelson and Bronte. 

d be at Petersburgh about yesterday. 
My complaint, I flatter mysellj is better within these last two 
days ; but we have lost so many of our finest young men by 
the disorder, and I know it is so deceitful, and no one will tell 
me anything of my disorder, that I only rely on Providence ; 
I own I have no inclination to die a natural death at present ; 
I ought to have returned with niy good and excellent firiend 
Colonel Stewart. 
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TO AIR. RICHARD BOOTH, PURSER OF THE LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Rostock Bay, 98tli May, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have received a letter from Captain Murray, enclosing a 
statement of the prices of the diflFerent articles that can be 
procured at Dantzic, for the use of the Fleet With respect 
to the beef supplied in the Bay, and which may be sent to 
the Fleet alive, and the bread — provided the Captains think it 
good in quality — I approve of the prices, and authorize you 
to furnish what may be required by the Ships that may arrive 
in the Bay, and also to send to the Squadron off Bornholm 
such bread and live cattle, which the Ships, as they are 
ordered away, can conveniently^ carry ; and I shall give 
directions for the hides and tallow to be taken care of, and 
returned, as you recommend. I also desire you will purchase 
4000 pounds of cheese, at the price you mention, taking care 
that it answers to the sample you have sent. 

As to the wine and spirits, I disapprove of the price alto- 
gether; the flour I think not good in quality, and desire 
none may be bought, unless better can be got by adding a 
trifle to the price. In that case, I wish about 4000 lbs to be 
put on board each 74 Gun-ship, and smaller Vessels in pro- 
portion, for the purpose of being served in lieu of part of the 
allowance of bread; but no pease are wanted. The continu- 
ance of the Fleet in the Baltic being very uncertain, you must 
regulate your engagements accordingly, and not purcliasc 
more at a time than can be brought away in the Squadron 
of three or four Sail of the Line, and a few Small-craft, which 
it is my intention to keep in the Bay ofDantzic. 

In order to recompense you for tlusB^ble you may have 
on this occasion, I shall recommen^^o the Admiralty to 
direct, that you be allowed tw'o and a half per cent, on the 
money laid out, and your expenses paid for living on shore, 
trusting that you will use your best endeavours to procure 
everything you are authorized to buy, at the cheapest rate, 
and of the best quality. You arc hereby authorized to draw 
bills on the Commissioners of the Victualling [Board] for the 
amount of what you purchase, takingctire to get receipts from 
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the Afferent Pursers for what you may supply, and vouchers 
from ithe proper Officers, that it was good in the kind, as well 
as a certificate from some of the most respectable merchants, 
that all your purchases were made at the cheapest rate, and 
bills drawn at the proper Exchange. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL TOTTV. 

[Lelter-Boolc.] 

St. George, Bay of Rostock, ^lay SOth, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

This morning, the Ganges, London, and Ilysena, sail for 
Dantzic ; for I find that supplies of bread, flour, cheese, and 
beef, can be procured for very near half the price which they 
can be purchased for at Rostock, for a most wicked combi- 
nation is entered into against us ; but I shall match them by 
buying scarcely anything. 

The Ships, Russell and Veteran, will join you in four or 
five days, and then I would have you send to Dantzic two 
other Ships, to receive provisions from Mr. Booth, who, if he 
will accept it, I have appointed to purchase the articles 
before mentioned ; and I desire you will direct any Ships you 
send, for the Surgeons and Pursers to complete their neces- 
saries. Mr. Booth is very pressing for the hides and tallow 
to be returned as expeditiously as possible, as the loss on 
these articles will fall upon Government. The Gun-brigs 
have nothing else to do, and the best sailers of them must 
be employed on this service. 

Wlien Captain Murray joins, if you are disposed to go 
to Dantzic yourself^ leave the Squadron to his charge ivith a 
copy of your orders; for Rear-Admiral Graves is not in 
a condition to undertake business. Captain Inman, with 
part of his Squadron, will go from here in about three 
days, as complete for six weeks as I can make them ; 
therefore, some of the other Bombs and Small-craft tnay go 
to Dantzic directly, and get supplies. I wrote to Mr. Booth 
yesterday by the Fox Cutter; therefore, (although I hope 
he has not,) if he has joined you, I wish him to return to 
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'Dantzic, and fulfil my instructions to him. The Ramilies 
having been represented to me as having the appearance of 
scurvy on board her, I desire she may be sent to join Captain 
Fremantle at Dantzic Bay. Whenever the Squadron with 
you can average six weeks bread with flour at whole allow- 
ance, then I wish the Ships to be put at full allowance, serving 
half a pound of flour. I send you a copy of my letter to Mr. 
Booth. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


MEMORANDA. 

[Letter-Book. No date is given to tliese Memoranda, wliicli are inserted as they 
occur in the Letter-Book ; hut they would seem to have been written before the end 
of May 1801.] 

Thai in all places of the King of Denmark’s Dominions, 
they should perfectly understand our right to have the free 
use of the markets, and the liberty to obtain whatever refresh- 
ments are wanted for the health of the crews. 

That Vessels will be sent to Moen Island, Holstein, Jut- 
land, &c., in order to purchase supplies, as we have a right to 
do by the fourth article of the Treaty. 

To obtain a general order to the Governor and Head Offi- 
cers of the Government in each place, to conform to the 
article, and not to throw obstnictions in the way of (mr free 
communication with every part of the shore. 

I am answerable that no breach of the Treaty shall take 
place, in the first instance, from me ; and it is my duty to 
take care that it is fully complied with, on the part of Den- 
mark. The Officers will, in future, be permitted to go on 
shore, to walk, and take other recreations necessary for their 
health, and as Lord Nelson holds himself responsible for their 
good conduct, he expects that they are not to be annoyed by 
guards, which Lord Nelson is sorry to observe has been the 
case at Kioge. As Lord Nelson hopes that the ancient amity 
between the two Countries is on the point of being restored, 
Lord Nelson expects that the most generous conduct will be 
pursued on the part of Denmark towards all the Officers and 
men of the British Fleet. % 
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^ TO CAPTAIN GEORGE MURRAY. 


[Autograph, in tlie possession of George Mun*ay, Esq.] 


June 1st, 1801. 

My dear Murray, 

Although you like to be a Commodore, I find you have no 
inclination to be a Contractor. Now as I find no honest men 
but Commodores, you must necessarily, if you will be a Com- 
modore, become a Contractor. Myself and Hardy are Con- 
tractors ; Lord Henry* is just established a Commodore and a 
Contractor ; only I charge you, being a brother Contractor, 
not to let the world know how much you make by it ! Be 
that as it may, ever believe me, my dear Murray, your obliged 
and faithful friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


Pyladcs goes for England the moment any news comes 
from Lord St. Helens. 

Graves has the Red Ribbon, I a Viscount. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Rostock Bay, 1st June, 1801. 

Sir, 

I herewith enclose a translation of two letters, and a Decla- 
ration received from the Swedish Admiral. I beg you will 
assure their Lordships that I should have forwarded them 
sooner, but could not get them translated before yesterday. 
Their Lordships must not be surprised at seeing my letter to 
the Swedish Admiral, of the 8th ultimo, and his answer thereto, 
inserted in the papers, as they were in the ^ Hamburgh 
Gazette,’ a few days after my receiving the answer. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Lord Henry Paiilet, Captain of the Defence : be wa.s second son of George, 12th 
Marquis of Winchester, and died a Vice-Admiral and ft Knight Commander of the 
Bttth, in January 1832, 
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TO REAR-ADMIRAL TOTTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sir, St. George, June 2nd, 1801. 

I have just heard that the Governor of the Island of Born- 
holm has prevented vegetables and other articles from being 
sold to the crews of his Majesty’s Ships, in direct defiance of 
the Armistice between the Commander-in- Chief of the British 
Fleet and the Court of Denmark. I therefore send you an 
authenticated copy of the fourth Article of the Treaty,® which, 
if the report is true, I desire that you will send on shore to 
the Governor, and demand his compliance therewith. If he 
refuses, you are to consider it as a breach of the Treaty on his 
part, for which he must be answerable to his Government. 
And you will prevent, until he complies with the Treaty, all 
Vessels from leaving the Island ; for his conduct cannot be 
justified by his Court, unless it means to break the Treaty. 
I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ALEXANDER JOHN BALL, ESQ., COMMISSIONER OF HIS 
majesty’s NAVY, GIBRALTAR. 

[Antogi'ttpli, in the possession of Sir William Keith Ball, Bai-t.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, June 4th, IHOI. 

My dear invaluable Friend, 

Although I may not answ’er letters regularly, or perform 
many other little acts which the world deem as of the very 
utmost importance, and for the omission of which, it is neces- 
sary to cut each other’s throats, although I own I fail most 
miserably (towards my real friends in particular) in those 
things, yet believe me. Ball, my heart entertains the very 
warmest affection for you, and it has been no fault of mine, 
and not a little mortification, that you have not the Red ribbon 
and other rewards that would have kept you afloat, and not to 
have made you a Commissioner; but as, I trust, the war is at a 
close, you must, like Lord Hood,^ take your Flag when it comes 

* Aimisticc. Vide p. 338, ante. 

’ Admiral Viscount Hood was Commissioner of the Navy at Portsmouth in Sep- 
tember 1780, when promoted to he a Rcar*Admiial of the Blue. 



LETTERS. 


401 


iET. 42.] 

to yo% for who is to command our Fleets in a future war? for 
whate^ver peace we may make under the present government 
of France cannot be lasting. I pity the poor Maltese; they have 
sustained an irreparable loss in your friendly counsel and an 
able director in their public concerns: you was truly their father, 
and, I agree with you, they may not like step-fathers ; however, 
I hope that you will find as much pleasure in your new office 
as it is possible for it to afford, although I am sure it will 
not be equal to your merit. 

As I know you have always been kind to me, 1 know you 
will be sorry to hear that I have been even at DeatJis door, 
apparently in a consumption. I am now rallied a little, but 
the disorder is in itself so flattering that I know not 
whether I am really better, and no one will tell me, but 
all in the Fleet are so truly kind to me, that I should be 
a wretch not to cheer up, Foley has put me under a regi- 
men of milk, at four in the morning ; Murray has given me 
lozenges, and all have proved their desire to keep iny mind 
easy, for I hear of no complaints, or other wishes than to have 
me with them. Hardy is as good as ever, and with Domett, join 
their kindest regards. I have also on board Chdonel Stew^art, 
who commands our little Army ; he remembers you at St. 
Domingo. I am just returned from the Gulf of Finland, 
Revel ; and met Lord St. Helens at the entrance ; by this, I 
am sure Peace must be signed with Russia, and Denmark and 
Sweden have so completely lost their consequence by joining 
against us, that they must submit to what we settle with 
Russia. The Northern Fleets are only formidable in point of 
numbers; in every other respect they are insignificant; and, if 
our Fleet is active, in the spring of the year, may be got at 
separately; late in the summer they have their numerous 
Flotilla, who can join in spite of all our efforts to prevent them, 
for there is a complete navigation inside, and amongst 10,000 
^ Islands. I hope this will find you in England, as I know 
your American affairs claim your attention ; it is, I trust, 
[needless] my dear Ball, to assure you, that if it ever should 
be in my power in any way to be useful, that nothing could 
give me greater happiness; for believe me at all times, and 
places, for ever your sincere, affectionate, and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


VOL. IV, 


D D 



402 


LETTERS, 


[1801. 


TO REAR-ADMIRAL TOTTY. 

[Letter-Book. After being at anchor some days off Rostock, the Fleet \ras 
getting under w'eigh for Kioge Bay, when the Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz, 
brother of Queen Charlotte, the Consort of George III,, was announced to be 
coming fi*om Butzow, to wait on Lord Nelson. His Royal Highness was received 
\vith all the attention which the sudden visit could give time for, and was shown 
by Lord Nelson through every part of the Ship. The Fleet returned to Kioge 
Bay on the 5th or 0th of June, but remained there only a few days to complete 
their water, which could not be done at Rostock, and to iu*range the stations of the 
vniious squadrons that were constantly kept on the move. I.ord Nelson’s principle 
was to keep all hands employed; and he used to say, ‘No matter how, and no 
matter where.’ In the meantime, communications of the most pacific nature were 
passing between us and the Courts of the Northern Confederacy. Denmark and 
Sweden only wjiited for the decision of Russia, to accede to a general Peace; 
and Prussia had not declared herself decidedly hostile during any part of the 
campaign. The Enemy’s Fleets, with the exception of a single Ship for the 
instruction of the Danish Naval Academy, were confined to their Ports, and the 
intercourse of commerce, excepting coostw'ays, w as temporarily suspended : hy the 
good arrangements, how’ever, of Lord Nelson, nothing occurred on the face of 
these Northern seas, which could in the smallest degree tend to interrupt negotia- 
tion, or tlie returning good understanding between the Confederates and Great 
Britain .” — Colonel Stewarfs Nun'aiive.’^ 

St. George, Kioge Bay, June 5tli, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Nothing from England ! which to me is very astonishing. 
I send you the Vanguard and Asia; therefore you can either 
send one or two Ships to Dantzic, merely to receive forty 
or fifty bullocks each, for the use of the Fleet ; for at this 
place we can get none^ but at such a price as I cannot feel 
justifiable at suftering. As bread and flour can only be pro- 
cured in small quantities, it is better not to keep many Ships 
in Dantzic Bay ; for I expect an order, the moment the 
Peace is signed with Russia, to withdraw all our Ships from 
the Baltic. I would, therefore, have you open any letters 
which may come for me from Lord St. Helens ; and if you 
find that either the peace is actually signed, or that there is a 
fair prospect that it will soon be signed, in either of those 
cases I desire that you will send to Dantzic directions for Mr. 
Booth to close his accounts as expeditiously as possible, and 
for the ’ Ships to join you off Bornholm. If one is necessary 
to remain to bring off any bread or flour ordered by Mr. 
Booth, you will direct a Sixty-four to remain. 

You will see the propriety of keeping the contents of Lord 
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St. Helens’ letters a profound secret, be they peace or war ; for 
the curiosity of every one to hear news, and to write it to 
England, is so great, that much harm arises from it. Our 
Dantzic supplies of bread will help us a little, but surely the 
Admiralty will either .send us provisions, or direct some con- 
tracts to be made in this Country ; for I can never believe 
that the present Board of Admiralty do not think of our 
wants; and if I was to make any great purchases, they 
might be displeased at my supposing that they had not pro- 
vided for the wants of a Fleet under their nose. If I were in 
the Mediterranean, circumstanced us we are, I should, of 
course, act very differently. As we can get no fresh beef here, 
I wish you would send down the Ships which have last come 
from Dantzic, and let them bring us a few bullocks. The 
moment the wind comes westerly, something must arrive ; it 
is, this day, thirty days without the scratch of a pen. You 
shall have your letters and the news, in half an hour after- 
wards. 

Sir Thomas Graves is still very ill ; so much so, that he 
begged I xoould not go and see him, as the pleasure he had in 
seeing me did him harm, when he was left. I fear he is in a 
bad way. In the St. George we have got the influenza. 
Whenever the London joins you, send her to me. Ever, my 
dear Sir, your obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY CHEVALIER BE LIZAKOWITZ, ENVOY 
FROM RUSSIA TO COPENHAGEN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, June 7tli, 1801. 

Sir, 

From the very flattering manner in w^hich I was received by 
Admiral Spendow, General Sacken, the Governors, Civil and 
Military, at Revel, and from the very handsome letter of Count 
Pahlen of May 6th, (O.S.,) conveying the Emperor’s orders 
for liberating all the English Ships in his Ports, I look for- 
ward, as to a certainty, of the ancient amity between our two 
Sovereigns being renewed and cemented, I trust stronger 

D D 2 
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than ever. I therefore beg leave not only to introduce myself 
to your Excellency, but also to present my friend, the Honour- 
able Colonel Stewart, who will do me the favour of delivering 
this letter. In a very few days I expect letters from Lord St. 
Helens; whenever they arrive, I shall be happy in com- 
municating their contents to you, and at all times it will be a 
pleasure to assure your Excellency with what respect I am, 
your most obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., ROSSIE CASTLE, N.B. 

[Autograpli, in the possession of Horatio Ross, Esq., Lord Nelson’s godson, 
alliided to in tliis letter.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, June 9tli, ISOl. 

My dear Friend, 

Your kind letter of May 22nd, I received last night, and I 
sincerely hope that your nephew’s affairs with my valuable 
friend Davison, will end in an amicable manner. I can assure 
you that Davison is a man of as strict honour as any in 
Europe. 

You do me a great deal of honour in wishing me to 
stand godfather for your next child ; I accept the duty with 
much pleasure, and hope that the future Horatit?, or will be 
an addition of happiness to you and Mrs. Ross ; and if ever I 
travel into Scotland, I pledge myself not to pass Rossie Castle ; 
but Peace — the blessings of Peace, must first shed its benign 
rays over us, and under the present Ruler of France I see but 
little prospect of that happy event. Buonaparte’s power exists 
by war, and as France must in time be tired of it, I think his 
life will be cut short, I hope that we are on the eve of peace 
with Russia, and both Sweden and Denmark have so given up 
their independence to her, that if Russia makes peace, the 
others must. I hope very soon to be in England, for the keen 
air of the North has not agreed with a constitution so long used 
to Southern climates, I beg you will present my best compli- 
ments to Mrs. Ross; I shall never forget the open heart of her 
good mother; and do you believe me, ever your most faithful 
and affectionate friend. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO ADJUTAMT-GENERAL LIXDHOLW. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, 11th Juue, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

As you say that you intend me the favour of coining on 
board the St. George, I will not put my feelings on paper on 
the subject of your letter. I trust that, if any serious insult 
has been offered by any persons to British Officers, they will 
be brought to punishment. I expect the Eling Schooner here 
this day. I shall always feel pleasure in complying with the 
wishes of His Royal Highness, as far as is consistent with 
my duty as a British Admiral, who is bound to suffer no 
insult to be offered to the Flag of his Royal Master, or one 
of his Subjects to be ill-treated with impunity. 

With every sentiment of respect and esteem, believe me, 
dear Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO IIEAII-ADMIIIAL TOTl'Y. 

[Lettf*r'Ilouk.J 

8t. George, in Kioge Bay, June llth, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

As I think that we must Till be on the move homewards, 1 
desire that you will direct all the Bombs, and such of the 
Gun-brigs as you do not want to carry the hides and tallow, 
to Dantzic, to proceed and join me in this Bay ; and I wish 
you to write, by the first Vessel that goes to Uantzic, to Mr. 
Booth, and say that he must attend to my instructions to him, 
sent by the Fox Cutter in May from Rostock; and that, so 
far from laying in a large stock of bullocks, that I desire he 
will only keep just enough to supply our Ships for a very few 
days, and be prepared to settle his accounts, and come from 
Dantzic at a very short notice. A week from this date, all 
must be settled one way or the other. 

Reports say that Victuallers are lying at Yarmouth, ready 
to sail ; probably they are waiting the issue of Lord St. 
Helens’ negotiation. In Denmark, we shall no longer find 
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an Enemy; they have too much to lose by the renewal of 
hostilities. At this moment, generally speaking, they hate 
us; but they are determined not to give up their Colonies, 
Ships, &c. In the Nation wo shall not be forgiven our having 
the upper hand of them : I only thank God we have, or they 
would try and humble us to the dust. The Edgar, Elephant, 
&c. you will send here ; then Mun’ay shall be put in order. 
I hope none of your Ships have suffered in the late gale of 
wind. As you will not, I believe, want the Dart, return her 
to me as soon as possible. The moment any Vessel comes 
from England, your letters, &c. shall be sent off. I feel 
much flattered at your kind washes for my remaining with 
the Fleet ; but, although my health is perfectly re-established, 
yet, as the Admiralty cannot know it, I trust they have had 
consideration to my situation, and directed another Admiral 
to supersede me. Sir Thomas Graves is represented to be 
getting better ; but, as yet, is unable to get out of his cabin. 

I have two Lieutenants of Gun-brigs in confinement for 
trial ; and if 3’^ou have any that behave ill, I will bring them 
to an account for their conduct, before a Court-martial. I 
send you the t^vo last newspapers ; and am, with every senti- 
ment of esteem, dear Sir, your most obliged and obedient 
servant. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, II. M. S. RUBY, OFF BORNEO. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, June lltli, 1801. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

I would not go to St. Petersburgh® if they would hire me. I 
have not been out of the Ship, nor do I intend it, till I happily 
arrive in England. They hate us in Denmark for, as they 
say, our hard terms which Duckworth and General Trigge" 
have imposed on their Islands. Your ever affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte* 

® Sir Edward Berry \vrote on this Letter: — “ I suggested tlie idea of the appear 
ance of some of our Ships at St. Petersburgh, as well as the presence of his Lonl* 
ship, from an idea that it w'ould have great weight in that Cabinet at this crisis.— 
E. B.” 

* In March 1801, an Expedition under Rear-Admiral Duckworth and Lieutenant 
C'lencral Triage, captured 8t. Thomas and otlj^r Danish Islands in the West 
Indies. 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possPSBiou of Colonel Davison.*) 

St. George, Kioge Bay, June 11th, 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

Why have I been kept here, when, for anything which 
could be known, I ought long since to have been dead ? 
unless, indeed, the Admiralty thought I had as many lives as 
a cat ; or was it a matter of indifference to them whether I 
lived or died ? But that great and good Being, who has so 
often taken care of me, has still protected me, and I am 
recovered, contrary, I am sure, to the expectation of myself, 
and every one in this Fleet : and, within these last four days, 
am got stronger and better than I almost ever felt myself — no 
thanks to one of them. All my friends iri the Fleet have 
been more than kind to me. If I had not been so ill, I should, 
perhaps, not have believed how much I [am] respected, I may 
almost say beloved, in the Fleet. Even Admiral Totty, an entire 
stranger to me, writes me — ‘ Your Lordship talks of going to 
England. I hope in God you will not stir from the Baltic 
until everything is settled, and you take us all with you.’ I 
know, my dear Friend, that it will give you pleasure that I can 
do my duty as well as any of the very strict gentlemen, and 
still have the affection of the whole body. But enough of 
myself. 

I am sure you have done everything which is proper 
and kind for poor Mrs. Nelson: be liberal, and let her 
want for no comfort. I never wanted to make money of 
any one. The dead cannot do any more kindness than to 
repose a confidence in the living. Never shall poor Maurice, 
can he know what is going on, be sorry for his goodness 
to me. It is now thirty-seven days since I have had a scrap 
of a pen from England, and all our eyes are strained, looking 
anxiously for some Vessel with orders, in the event of either 
a renewal of War, or a Peace* The moment the wind 
comes from the eastward, I shall hear from Petersburg!!, 
and I cannot doubt but that the Peace will be signed ; and if 
not, the Russian Fleet will not come into the Baltic this 
year. The Danes are very much irritated at the hard terms 
imposed upon their West India Islands, and so every one 
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must thiuk them. When wc look at the terms granted by 
the French to our Islands last War, we ought to blush. I 
trust Government will not allow such an example against us, 
some day, and that the income of all Military absentees 
should be confiscated if they serve their King I Oh, God, I 
blush. But I shall leave this to Mr. Addington’s good heart. 
I have had a letter from Mr. Ross, respecting the case of his 
nephew. You will recollect I put his case into your hands at 
Yarmouth. I have wrote him, that he would find you, such 
us you are, in truth, almost without an equal, and that I was 
sure you would do whatever was honourable and right. 
Colonel Stewart has been very unwell : the keen cold cuts us 
to pieces. I have never been on shore, except on the business 
of the Armistice at Copenhagen, and to return the visit of the 
Admiral and Governor at Revel. The Queen’s Brother^ 
accepted of my apology. I presented him with one of your 
last Medals, which arc beautiful, and the University of Ro- 
stock with another. He sent off a j^etition that I would write 
my name, and I sent him your Medal, which produced the 
flattering letter I send herewith.® What obligations I am 
under to you ! but ever believe me your grateful friend. 

Nelson and Brontp:."* 

Pray send the enclosed. Captain Parker desires his 
respects. 

TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL SUTTON,* JI. M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Kioge Buy, June lltb, 1801. 

Sir, 

Having received information that a Ship is bound from 
Copenhagen to Norway, loaded with cannon, and also that 

’ The Duke of Mecklenburg StreJilz, who came on hoard the St. George, ut 
Rostock, llrfe p. 4r0:J, afttc. 

® A I.etter, now in the possession of Colonel Davison, from Oloft' Gerhavd 
Tyckson, Senior and Professor of Oriental of the University, Counsellor of the 
Court,” dated Rostock, Otli Juno, 1801, written in a strain of hyperbolical compli- 
ment. 

* This gallant Oflicer, who, as will appear from Lord Nelson’s letters, became 
his intimate friend, was present a.s a Midsliipman in five general Actions ; was a 
Lieutenant of the Culloden in Lord Howe’s Actioiyn 171)4 } commanded the Alemeue 
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som^ other Vessels are about sailing from Copenhagen, loaded 
with Naval stores, contrary to the terms and spirit of not only 
the Armistice, but also to the kindness of Sir Hyde Parker 
and the British Government, who allowed provisions to pass 
from Denmark into Norway, I therefore desire that you will 
proceed through the Belt, and cruize between the Koll and 
the Island of Zealand, and endeavour to intercept the Ships 
and Vessels above described, as also all other Vessels which 
may be bound from Copenhagen, or other parts of the Danish 
Dominions, to Norway, Iceland, Ferro, or Greenland, loaded 
with warlike stores, or Naval stores ; and you will send such 
Ships as you may seize of the above description to England. 
And, as there is a Squadron of Danish Ships of War in 
Norway, who may wish to get to Copenhagen, it is my 
directions that you do your utmost in endeavouring to prevent 
their coming to Copenhagen : but you are to acquaint the 
Commander of your orders ; and if he consents to remain 
with you till you receive directions from me, or any other 
your superior Officer, for your conduct, in that case you arc 
to allow him or them to keep their Colours flying. But, if 
they refuse your reasonable request, it is my directions that 
you use your utmost endeavours to take possession of him or 
them, and acquaint me, or the Secretary of the Admiralty, as 
the case may require, of your proceedings. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADJUTANT-GENERAL LINDHOLM. 

[Letter-Book.] 

8t. George, June Tilh, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I am very sorry to hear you complain of indisposition, but 
I sincerely hope that a day’s rest will perfectly recover you. 
As you promise me the favour of coming on board the St. 
George very soon, I will not enter into the subject of w^hat 

at Copenhagen, and, after the Battle, succeeded Captain Biou in tlic Amazon. In 
1803, he was for a short time Flag-Captain to Lord Nelson iii the Victory; in 
1800 he commanded the Amphion, in an Action with four Spanish Frigates ; he 
was promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral of the Blue in July 18‘U ; and died a 
Rear-Admiral of the Red, in June 183*2. 
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has happened at Copenhagen till that time; I have very 
much to say on many things vrhich are passing in that City. 

Respecting my permitting a Danish Frigate to pass from 
Norway to Copenhagen^ I beg leave to inform his Royal 
Highness, that I have no power whatever to grant such per- 
mission. On the contrary, the Government of Denmark 
having refused to allow of Norway being included in the 
Armistice, I believe that there would be no impropriety in any 
English Man-of-War attacking them in the Ports of Norway, 
much less, if they put to sea, as Denmark has refused the 
temporary neutrality for that Kingdom ; but I have no doubt 
the British Government will do everything of that nature, 
which his Royal Highness may think proper to asA. 

Being on the subject of Norway, I think it my duty to ask 
that it may be given in the name, and by the authority, of the 
Prince, an assurance that during the time which Sir Hyde 
Parker, and since the British Government, have given per- 
mission for provisions to be sent to Norway, that no warlike 
stores have been, or will be, sent into Norway, and that no 
Gun-Vessels have, or will be, sent from Norway to Copen- 
hagen, during the time the kindness of the British Govern- 
ment is continued to be received by the Danish Government. 

Sincerely hoping that each Country may see its true 
interests in uniting closer than ever together, I have the plea- 
sure to subscribe myself, your most obliged and faithful 
servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Should his Royal Highness wish to send a Brig of War to 
England with dispatches, the Commander had better receive 
a letter from me, in order to prevent the possibility of any 
misunderstanding with the British Cruizers in the North Sea. 


TO ADJUTANT-GENERAL LINDIIOLM. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. Gcorgfe, Kioge Bay, 12tli June, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I cannot sufficiently thank you for your kind remembrances 
of me, by Colonel Stewart, and I sincerely hope that some 
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day very near, we shall meet in real Peace, for at present all 
does^^ not seem cordial as it ought; and yet I should have 
thought that the unprecedented kindness of our Minister 
would have made the whole Nation grateful. It never hap- 
pened in the annals of the world, that, after shot had been 
fired, the property seized had not been immediately confis- 
cated ; but the King has shown a magnanimity and kindness 
towards Danish subjects, which cannot fail to make a sensible 
impression on the mind of his illustrious Nephew ; and I trust 
in God, that the return of affection from his Royal Highness 
will, with the blessing of God, be the means of restoring and 
cementing closer the bonds of union between our two dear 
Countries. I beg you will believe me, my dear General, your 
obliged and affectionate servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I beg to be remembered to your Son. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADIMlllALTV. 

[Lettcr-Book.J 

St. George, Kiogc Bay, June, 1801. 

Sir, 

Herewith, I enclose you remarks made on the passage of 
the Belt, also drawings of the same, which I beg you will be 
pleased to lodge in the records of the Admiralty, that they 
may be referred to, in case they are wanted. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, 12tli June, 1801. 

Sir, 

I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the general conduct of 
Denmark has been so entirely different from what the Armis- 
tice points out, that I do not think myself at liberty to pro- 
ceed as I should think right, until I get their Lordships’ 
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instructions, which I trust will be soon. The Armistice, 
except their Ships being absolutely hauled out, has been 
totally disregarded. Ships have been masted, guns taken on 
board, Floating batteries prepared; in short, everything is 
doing, as my reporters say, in defiance of the Treaty, except 
hauling out, and completing their rigging. 

The moment I receive information, that peace is made with 
Russia, I shall go over the Grounds, and anchor in Copenhagen 
Roads, ready to act as circumstances may require, and their 
Lordships may direct, leaving eight Sail of the Line to watch 
the Swedes. I think it proper to send the Pylades imme- 
diately on receiving the above intelligence; otherwise I should 
not have sent her until a Vessel had arrived from Petersburgh, 
which I have now reason to expect every day, as Lord St. 
Helens has three small Vessels with him, besides the Latona. 
I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 
[From Cloi'ke and M'Aitliur, vol. ii. p. ‘^87. J 


l^tli June, 1801. 

I feel truly thankful, my dear Lord, for your complying 
with my request ; and your very kind way of relieving me, 
and seeing the Fleet resigned into such good hands, really has 
set me up. I shall give my firiend Charles Pole® every informa- 
tion in my power. 

June 14th. Kioge Bay. I hope the reply of the Admi- 
ralty to my letter of this day, will be clear and explicit, 
whether the Commander-in-Chief is at liberty to hold the 
language becoming a British Admiral ? which very probably, 
if I am here, will break the Armistice, and set Copen- 
hagen in a blaze. I see everything which is dirty and mean 
going on, and the Prince Royal at the head of it ; but your 
astonishment will cease, when I assure [you] that a French 
Republican Officer, in his uniform, feathers, &c., is always 

* ^Xfterwards Admiral Sir Charles Morice Pole, Bart, and lie was one of 

Nelson s early friends, {vide vol. i. pp. 37, 3H, ct passim,) and died, Admiral of the 
Fleet, in September 1830. 
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witW his Royal Highness. The measure is so indelicate 
towfi^ds England, that you will not be surprised, if everything 
which is sacred amongst Nations of Honour should be broken. 
The Armistice, except their Ships being absolutely hauled 
out, has been totally disregarded. Ships have been masted, 
guns taken on board. Floating batteries prepared ; and except 
hauling out and completing their rigging, everything has been 
done in defiance of the Treaty. I do not, under our present 
circumstances, feel myself at liberty to pass over the Grounds 
with a part of the Fleet ; but the moment I receive an assur- 
ance that the business of Russia is settled, I shall pass into 
Copenhagen Roads with all the Fleet, except eight Sail of the 
Line to watch the Swedes until they are settled. My heart 
bums, my dear Lord, at seeing the word of a Prince, nearly 
allied to our good King, so falsified ; but his conduct is such, 
that he will lose his Kingdom if he goes t)n, for Jacobins rule 
in Denmark. I have made no representations yet, as it would 
be useless to do so until I have the power of correction. All 
I beg in the name of the future Comrnander-in-Chief is, that 
the orders may be clear ; for enough is done to break twenty 
Treaties, if it should be wished, or to make the Prince Royal, 
and his Republican companion, humble themselves before 
British generosity. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ABMIRALTV. 

[Letter-Book. “ The St. George nmdo her hist cruise, ^^ilh Lord Nelson’s Flag 
on board, off Bornholm, between the 9tli and 13th of June, on which latter day he 
received the sanction of the Admiralty for his return to England, and the instruc- 
tions of his Majesty George III. to invest Rear-Admirul Graves with the Order of 
the Bntli. Tliis ceremony was performed, witli all the possible dignity, on the 
Uth of .June, on tlie quarter-deck of the St. George, Lord Nelson laying the sword 
on the Bear-Admiral’s shoulder in the name of the King ; he accompanied this by 
a very dignified and animated speech: never was Knight more honourably invested. 
Sir Charles Morice Pole arrived a few days afterwards in the AColus frigate, and 
received the chief command. Lord Nelson’s resignation was attended with infinite 
regret to the whole Fleet, and there was a complete depression of spirits upon the 
occasion .” — Colonel St v wart's Narrative.'^ 

Sir, St. George, Kioge Bay, 13th June, 1801. 

I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st 
May, signifying to me their Lordships’ permission for my 
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return to England, for the re-establishment of my health, 
agreeably to my request, the 17th of last month. I beg you 
will assure their Lordships, that I feel much flattered by the 
very handsome manner, in which they have expressed their 
acquiescence.* I have the honour to be, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, H.M. SHIP RUBY. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Lady Berry.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, June 15th, 1801. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

There is a report, and very generally believed, that the 
embargo on Bussian and Danish Ships is taken off: if so, 
our Ministry must be convinced that all is peace in the 
North. I have desired twenty Marines to be sent to you, as 
you are short of complement, and whatever I can do to make 
your Ruby comfortable, you are sure I shall be happy in 
doing, for believe me ever, my dear Sir Edward, your obliged 
and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Yesterday I Knighted Sir Thomas Graves, and Invested 
him with the Ensigns of the Order of the Bath, in the most 
public and best manner our circumstances would admit of.^ 

* ** TO VICE-ADMIRAL LORD SrELSOII, K.B. 

“ My Lord, “ Admiralty Office, .list May, 1801. 

“ I have received and communicated to my Lords Commissioners of the Adnii- 
ralty your Lordship’ .s letter of the 17tli instant .... and I have it in command 
from their Lordships to acquaint you, in answer thereto, that an an’angement will 
be made, with as little delay as possible, for relieving your Lordship in your 
command. 

“ I have their Lordships’ further commands to acquaint your Lordship, that your 
services in the Baltic have met their entire approbation, and to assure yon that they 
feel the greatest concern that the state of your health should render it necessaiy 
you should quit tlie command, by which your Country must be deprived (though it 
is hoped only for a short time) of the advantage of your Lordship's talents mid 
experience, which have been so conspicuous on all occasions. I have the honour 
to be, &c. — Evav Nepean.” — Oriyinut. 

* The following description of the Investiture of Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas 
Graves is taken from the Naval Chronicle ^ vol, v. p. 532 : 

“His Majesty's Ship St. George, Kioge Bay, June llth. 

“ A Cliair was placed on the gratings of theSky-ligbt, on the quarter-deck, with 
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TO JOHN JULIUS ANGERSTEIN, ESQ., LLOYD’S COFFEE-HOUSE. 
[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, Kioge Bay, 15tli June, 1801. 

Sir, 

I am honoured with .the receipt of your letter, and I beg to 
assure you that your desire shall be strictly complied with. Di- 


tlie Royal Standard suspended over it, showing the King’s Arms ; the Chair was 
covered with the Union Flag; a Guard wa.s ranged on each side the quarter-deck, 
consisting of the Marines, and a detachment of the Rifle Corps; and the Captains 
of the Fleet attended in their full-dress uniforms. 

“ The Royal Standard was hoisted the moment of the Procession beginning, which 
took place in the following order : — 

“ Lord Nelson came up the ladder in the fore part of the quai-ter deck, and made 
three reverences to the Throne, lie then placed himself on the right hand side of 
it. Captain Parker, bearing the Sword of State (being that which was presented to 
J^ord Nelson by the Captains of Ilis Majesty’s Fleet, who fought under his Com- 
mand at the Battle of the Nile), followed Lord Nelson and placed himself on his 
right side, a little in advance, making three reverences to the Throne, and one to 
Lord Nelson. His Lordship’s Secretary, Mr. Wallis, then followed, bearing in his 
hand, on a satin cushion, the Ensigns of the Order, making similar reverences to 
the Throne, and to Lord Nelson. Captain Parker then read the Duke of Portland’s 
order to Lord Nelson ; which ended, Rear- Admiral Graves was introduced between 
Captains Hardy and Retalick, making three reverences to the Throne and one to 
Lord Nelson. The Rear-Admiral then kneeled down, and Lord Nelson, in the name 
of Hhs Mfyesty, laid the Sword on the .shoulders of the Rear-Admiral ; the Knight 
r.lect then rose, and, bending his body a little forward, Lord Nelson, with the assist- 
ance of Captains Hardy and Retalick, put the Riband over the nevv Knight’s right 
shoulder, and placed the Star on his left breast. Loi-d Nelson then said : 

“ Sir Thomas Graves, having fulfilled the commands of His Majesty, in Investing 
you with the Ensigns of the Most Honourable aud Military Order of the Bath, 1 
cannot but express how much I feel gratified that it should have fallen to my lot to 
be directed to confer this justly merited honour, and special mark of Royal favour 
\ipon you ; for 1 cannot but reflect, that I was an eye witness of your high merit 
and distingui.slied gallantry on the memorable ‘Jnd of April, and for which you are 
now so honourably rewarded. I hope that these Honoi'r.s conferred upon you will 
ju-ove to the Oflieers in the Service, that a strict perseverance in the pursuit of 
glorious Actions, and the imitation of your brave and laudable conduct, will ever 
ensure them the favours and reward of our most gracious Sov’creign, and the thanks 
and gratitude of our Country.” 

“ The Procession then retired in the same manner it came, except the new Knight, 
who went first, making one reverence to Lord Nelson, aud three to the Throne. 
The moment the Riband was put over Sir Thomas Graves’ shoulder, the signal 
being made preparative, the whole Fleet fired a Salute of tweuty-oiie guns. When the 
ceremony was fluished, the Standard was hauled down. The Troops and Marines, 
on hoisting the Standard, presented their arms, and the drums beat a march ; the 
Troops kept their arms presented during the Ceremony, and on the Standard being 
hauled down, a mareli was likewise beat.” 
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rections have been given to the different Captains under my 
command to make a true report of the names of every person 
killed and wounded (with remarks on their wounds) on board 
their respective Ships in action, off Copenhagen. I feel — 
and I am certain every Officer and man in the Fleet does the 
same — much indebted to the Gentlemen of the Committee 
for the attention they pay, and trouble they experience, on 
this occasion. I hope in a few days to have it in my power 
to pay my respects personally to them. Believe me, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’s SQUARE. 


[Antogi’aph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 


St. George, June 15th, 1801. 


My dear Davison, 

Captain Middleton of the Flora Frigate brought home a 
small box for me from Mr. Tyson. Pray get it, and keep it 
till my arrival, which, I trust, will be as soon as this letter. 
The Subscription Book has been sent, and I hope is arrived 
before this time. Ever yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


The wind is fair for Admiral Pole: he must be here to-day. 

Secret. — They arc not Sir Hyde Parker’s real friends who 
wish for an inquiry. His friends in. the Fleet wish everything 
of this Fleet to be forgot, for we all respect and love Sir 
Hyde ; but the dearer his friends, the more uneasy they have 
been at his idleness, for that is the truth — no criminality. I 
believe Sir H. P. to be as good a subject as his Majesty has. 


TO ADJUTANT-GENERAL LIXDIIOLM. 

[Letter-Book.] 

St. George, in Kioge Bay, June lOtli, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I have been favoured with your letter, and shall always feel 
the most perfect esteem for you, as 1 am sure you must be 
the friend of the two Countries— England and Denmark — 
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fomred to love and to assist each other. The best friends may 
quarrel ; but I trust vve never can be real enemies. You 
forgot to answer my serious question about Norway ; for I 
trust both our Nations have been upon honour, respecting the 
Armistice ; and reports so injurious to Denmark have been 
brought me — but which I never could give credit to, or I 
should, of course, have asked some questions — such as, that 
instead of your Fleet remaining precisely in the same state 
they were at the signing of the Armistice, they have been 
caulked and fitted for service ; that even Ships have been 
preparing as Floating-batteries ; lliat masts have been put in 
some of your Ships, and many such stories, — not one of which 
I believe, for his Royal Highness has too just a sense of 
honour to break his word, and a sacred Armistice, and I am 
sure neither yourself or General WaltcrsdorfF* would have 
suffered it. The report arose from some Republican rascal, 1 
am sure, that wished to sec all Monarchies overturned. May 
our Monarchs send all Republicans to the Devil, is my sincere 
prayer, I beg, with all humility, my humble duty to his 

* It appears, from the following letter from Count Waltersdorff, that Lord Nelson 
laid written to him on the I’ith of June : — 

“ My Lord, “ Copenhagen, .Inne loth, ISOl. 

“ 1 received yesterday, in the country, yonr Lordship’s favour of the l*hh instant, 
and I cannot sufilciemly express how much I am sensible of the honour yonr Lord 
ship has done me. It will give me thcino.st heartfelt ideasnre to sec yonr Lordship 
■ioon again in perfect peace, and I hojie that moment cannot he far distant, as we 
have now received the agreeable iutclligenoe of his Britannic Majesty luiNing, on the 
dlh instant, ordered the embargo on nil linssiun ami Danish Ships to he taken oil’. 
'I'liis step must, of course, he considered as the forernnner of pence, it creates here 
the most agreeable sensation, and will soon re-estahlish a perfect cordiality hetween 
onr two Nations and Uoverninonls. Whoever may he the respective Ministers who 
shall sign the Peace, I shall always consider yonr Lordship as the Pacifienlor of the 
N()rth, and I am sure that yonr heart will he as much Haltered by that title, as by 
any other which your grateful Country has bestowed on von. I shall esteem 
myself extremely happy, if ntight in my eondnet, during the conferences Nvhich I 
had the honour of having with yonr Ia>rdship on hoard the I.ondon, can entitle me 
to a place in your Lordship’s esteem and ivinemhrance. My son, who is highly 
llattcred by the liononr of being remembered by your Lordship, begs yon to accept 
the assurance of his respectful attachment. If yonr I.ordsliip will favour me with 
n copy of the history of yonr life, I will put it immediately into his hands, and I am 
sure it will leave many useful and busting lessons in his memory and his heart. 
Permit me, my Lord, to iussuve yon of the high regard and sincere respect with 
which I have the honour to be, my Imrd, your Lordship's most obedient and most 
bmnblc serv’ant, — Eiinkht Fn^BuniCK Waltersworff.” — Autmjrnph. in the pos- 
session of the llight IToih John Wilson Croker. 

VOL, IV.' E E 
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Royal Highness ; assure him how strongly I have ever ex- 
pressed mj^self of his attachment to England, and of his 
declaration, ^ that no power on earth should ever make him, the 
enemy of England.’ I rejoice with you on the near approach 
of peace between our Countries; and it must be all our duties 
to turn all French Republicans out of our Monarchical Go- 
vernments. Ever, my dear Sir, your most obliged. 

Nelson and Biionte. 

I hope yet to see you, according to your kind promise, as 
my successor is not arrived. 


ro REAR-ADMIRAL TOTTV. 

[Lclter-Book.] 

St. Oeorpfo, I\io"p Bay, lOtli r(inorv June, 1801. 

My dear Admiral, 

I requested Captain Domett to write you a few lines on 
the arrival of the Phoenix Cutter, directing what occurred to 
me as proper to be done at the moment, which was briefly to 
have the Fleet as much collected, as the nature of the service 
would admit, for the disjiosal of Admiral Pole; and that, 
as a Fleet of Victuallers are on the point of arriving, all sup- 
plies of provisions, except bullocks, which were to go on as 
before ; but that it was not necessary to leave a supply of 
1000 head of cattle, as supposed by Mr. Booth. From this 
moment it would not be necessary to have any bought up from 
Government-account, as the expense of keeping them, and 
occasional accidents, would very soon make tlic beef vwy dear, 
instead of very cheap. Wc have got our meat here at seven- 
pence a //y., at no risk, and brought alongside, 'llicrcfore, 
I beg you will give Mr. Booth directions to close all his ac- 
counts ; and, Mr. Foley and- Gibson — I believe are their 
names— will supply us cheerfully at the market prices, with 
all wc want, from Dantzic. I had wrote to Murray by the 
Fox, to purchase ten spars fit for topmasts, which I hope has 
been done by the senior Captain who next went there, and it 
any spars for topsail-yards arc wanted, they may also bo pur- 
chased, witli a little oak-plank; buj no expense is to be incurred 
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in making topmasts, &c., ashore. Each Ship is to make her 
own ; and I strongly recommend Lord St. Vincent’s plan of 
having them not tapered away towards the hounds. Eight 
or nine Sail of the Line you arc to keep with you, which will 
afford one or two always going to Dantzic to refresh, and to 
bring bullocks for the Ships off Bornholm. The Shannon 
can go to Dantzic, and Captain Pater* can, if he pleases, get 
everything he wants. The Fleet to be put to whole allow- 
ance of bread species — that is, half a pound of bread, half a 
pound of flour — this mode to continue till all the flour pur- 
chased in the Baltic, has been expended. 

Respecting Bornholm, it appears like the conduct of all 
the rest of Denmark, — a conduct of enmity towards us ; which, 
if rea}^ is extraordinary. But we shall very soon bring them to 
their senses, if we are forced to begin again. I hope the news 
from Russia is with you, and that it will tell you all is 
peace. In that case, great part of the Fleet will go over 
the Grounds, and be preparing for the Danes, if they are 
saucy ; or be ready to proceed for England^ which, I think, 
most probable. 

Allow me now, my dear Sir, both as a public and a private 
man, to express to you how much I feel indebted to you as 
an Admiral, for your truly Officcr-like manner of conducting 
the King’s service, and also, for the truly kind and handsome 
manner you have ever expressed yourself towards myself. I 
regret that circumstances have so turned out (from Sir Thomas 
Graves’ ill-health, and my own miserable constitution) that I 
have not had more of the pleasure of your company, and op- 
portunities of cultivating your more intimate ac([uaiiitance ; 
for believe, my dear Sir, that with the very highest respect 
for your character, I feel myself your most obliged and affec- 
tionate servant. Nelson and Bronte. 

I send a Memorandum, which I request you will have the 
goodness to issue in General Orders. 

* Cnptaiii Charles Uiulley Cator, (»f tlio Shauiiou: lie <lietl u Roai’ Adniiiul of the 
Wliiif, ill ]\‘hnmrv ISIH. 
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MEMORANDUM. 

[Letter-Book. Lord Nelson quitted tlie command in the Baltic on the 10th of 
June, and sailed in the Kite Brig, commanded hy Captain Dighy, for England, being 
unwilling to take a larger Vessel from the Fleet.] 

St. George, Kiogc Bay, 18th June, 1801. 

Lord Nelson has been obliged, from the late very bad state 
of his health, to apply to the Lords Commissionei’s of the 
Admiralty for leave to return to England, which their Lord- 
ships have been pleased to comply with. But Lord Nelson 
cannot allow himself to leave the Fleet, without expressing 
to the Admirals, Captains, Officers, and Men, how sensibly 
he has felt, and docs feel, all their kindness to him, and also 
how nobly and honourably they have supported him in the 
hour of Battle, and the readiness which they have shown to 
maintain the honour of their King and Country on many 
occasions which have offered; and had more opportunities 
presented themselves, Lord Nelson is firmly persuaded, they 
would have added more glory to their Country. 

Lord Nelson cannot but ohserve, with the highest satisfac- 
tion which can fill the breast of a British Admiral, that (with 
tlic exception of the glaring misconduct of the Officers of the 
Tigress and the Cracker Gun-brigs, and the charges alleged 
against the Lieutenant of the Terror Bomb,) out of 18,000, 
of which the Fleet is composed, not a complaint has been made 
of any Officer or Man in it ; and he cannot but remark, that 
the extraordinary health of this Fleet, under the blessing of 
Almighty God, is to be attributed to the great regularity, 
exact discipline, and cheerful obedience of cverj^ individual 
in the Fleet. 

The Vice-Admiral assures them, that he will not fail to 
represent to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty their 
highly praiseworthy conduct ; and if it pleases God that the 
Vice-Admiral recover his health, he will feel proud, on some 
future day, to go with them in pursuit of further glory, and to 
assist in making the name of our King and Country beloved 
and respected by all the world. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. \Ti\CEi\T, K.IL 

[Aulogvflph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B. 
Lord Nelson arrived at Yarmouth on the 1st of July, immcdiulcly visited the 
Hospitals to which the wounded at Copeuhogcu had been conveyed, and then pro 
ceeded to Loudon.] 

July 1st, 1801. 

(lc£ir J^orcl^ 

Although most probably you have many letters from Lord 
St. Helens, later than mine, yet I send Parker with mine of 
the 5th June; and also with some others, which, although 
most flattering to my vanity, will not, I trust, be unacceptable 
to your Lordship. In the course of the morning I shall do 
myself the pleasure of being at the Admiralty, and of 
assuring you in person how much I am your affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO R. NELSON, ESQ., PLYMOUTH DOCK, DEVON. 


[Autograph, in the possession of Mi*s. Taylor, of Albemarle Street.] 


London, July 7th, 1801. 


Dear Sir, 

I received your kind letter from Plymouth, and congratulate 
you on the birth of a grandson, who I am much ffattered with 
your intention to call after me. I trust that the name of 
Nelson will remain with credit to our ('ouiitry for many ages, 
and although I do not yet despair but that I may have fruit 
from viy own loins, yet the honour of the Nelson family will 
not, I am confident, be lost by yours. I beg my compliments 
to Colonel Nelson, and that you will believe me, your most 
obliged servant. Nelson and Bronte. 

I beg my compliments to Mr. Marshall. 


To THE RIGHT HOxXOURABLE IlENin' ALDINGTON. 
[Autogr;jph. in the Sidmoiitli Papers.] 

July 8th. 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Prince Caste Icicala*^ has been so pressing that I should bear 
niy testimony to you of the fidelity of the King of the Two 

• Envoy from the King of Naples. 
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Sicilies, and his fear that the loss of the Island of Sicily may 
be the consequence of the want of assistance from this Country, 
that it has struck me forcibly that the former plan of the 
French is still likely to be carried into effect, either by treaty 
or by force. I dare say that plan is much better known 
to you than to me, although having for a length of time seen 
the correspondence both public and private, from all the 
Neapolitan Ministers to their Government and to the Queen 
of Naples, I am perfectly acquainted with the views of the 
several Powers. The plan of the French Directory was, not 
to have an Army of French in Italy on a peace, but to make 
all the Powers of Italy dependent upon them ; in order to do 
this, Corsica was to be taken from us, Elba, Sardinia, Sicily, 
if possible, Malta, Corfu, and these eould be easily kept, and 
would awe their enemies in Italy (if any turned against them), 
and support their friends, and cut our trade both with Italy 
and Turkey to pieces ; indeed, we could have none. From 
Castclcicala’s conversation, I think, that either by a forced 
treaty with the King of Naples, or by force of arms, these 
people will attempt, and even arc attempting, the getting Sicily, 
which will be a very scvci'e stroke upon us. Forgive me, 
being thus impertinent, but I could not have an opportunity 
of conversing with you, which I wished, on various subjects, 
I send a letter from Sir John Acton to Sir William Hamilton. 
Ever, my dear Sir, your obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO iii:aii-ad:\iiual iiollowav. 

[Autogi’Hiili, in the possession of Adininil Sir Itoheri Otwjiy, G.C.lh] 

My dear Holloway," 

Otway is as good as an angel. London will not come home, 
1 suppose, till the rest of the Baltic Fleet — unless a i)art of 
them arc ordered home. She will, most prol)ably, be docked. 
Lyons is on board the St. George ; a very good young man. 


’ This letter WHS milieu in reply to luin from Adiiiiml HoJJowft}, iwkiHo Lord 
Nelson liirt opiiiioji of C'aptuiii Olwny, of the Loudon, who hml then proposc<l for 
the hnud of A^iss Ufdloway, now Lady Otwuv, the Admiml’s daughter, wlioin he 
married 'ni the iOth of the following mouth. 
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lie \\411, of course, remain there till you otherwise dispose of 
him. Many thanks for all your kind congratulations. Ever 
yours faithfiilly. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO A DIM I UAL TIIL EAUL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 
[Aiitogrnrli, in the posscsbiou of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.J 


Staines, July l‘Uli, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

Before I saw you yesterday, and afterwards, I was so unwell 
with the pain in my stomach, that I have been forced to get 
again into the Country; and therefore have been obliged to 
make my apologies to Lord Hobart'* for not dining with him 
on Tuesday, and I hope his Lordship will forgive me. Large 
dinners truly alarm me. 


I have to send you a letter from Lieutenant Walpole.'^ 
1 have no right to ask you to do anything : probably he would 
have been made, if he liad not come home with Sir Hyde. 


Most sincerely do I congratulate you on the good news from 
the Baltic ; and believe me ever yours faithfully, 


Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE UICUT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 
rAutogrnpli, in the Sidniuiith Papers, j 

.Ifily I8th, IKU. 

My dear Sir, 

I take the liberty of sending you the manner it is my wish 
to have the Barony of Nelson extended,^ which I trust will 

” Secretary of State for Foreign Afluii>. 

® Apparently the Honourable William Wa1p«)le, son of Hpratio, Aul Earl of Or 
ford, who was made a Commander in l^Oh, I’osled iji November and died in 

June ISI L 

* To prevent the extinction of his Peerages, from failuve of lieirs male ot his owii 
imdy.T.ord Nelson, olitainiA, on the Isth of AuguM, IMM, a ucir Barony of Nelson, 
entitled the “ Bahoxy ok Nki.son* of the Nile axd of H iT.nouotUiii, in tut. 
County ok Norfolk," wliioli was limited, in default of bisis.'^no male, to his father 
and the heirs male of his hody, failing which, to the heirs male of the bodies of 
bis Sisters, Mrs. Bolton and Mrs. Malcliam respectively. His Foreign Orders were, 
as he requested, fully doscrilied in the Patent, which declares the Royal pleasure 
that every persou who may succeed to the Barony thereby created, shall use the 
surname of Nelson only. {Vide Appendix, No. II.) lu reply to Mr. Addington's 
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have your approbation ; and it is also my earnest wish, that my 
Foreign honours may be stated fully in the Patent and Gazette, 
for feeling as I do that they were honourably obtained, and 
that the title of Duke of Bronte and the Order of St. 
Ferdinand and of Merit, having been approved under the 
King’s Sign Manual, and that the Turkish Order having met, 
through Lord Spencer, the approbation of the King, I am 
anxious to have them told to the world, but the fact [is] I have 
not thought it right to pay for any Honours obtained for military 
service to the Herald’s Office.- I have seen Lord St. Vincent 
and submit to your and his partiality. Whilst rny health will 
allow, I can only say, that every exertion of mine shall be used 
to merit the continuance of your esteem ; and believe me, my 
dear Sir, your obedient and faithful, 

Nelson and Bhonte. 

I hope the news of tlic surrender of Alexandria is true, but 
1 suspect the channel, for via Constantinople, you \voukl 
have had it much sooner, unless by very favourable winds. 


TO THE nOXOUHADLK VORKE.'* 

[Aiilojjrnplj.J 

My dear Sir, Lotmav’s n oici, July vjodi, inei. 

1 beg leave to introduce to you my relation, Licut.-Coloncl 
Suckling, late of the 3rd Dragoon Guards, and at the same 
time to express, that I am very anxious for his appointment 
to the situation of Barrack-master.* Whenever you can com- 
ply with his recpicst, it will be a great obligation conferred 
upon, dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Nels^in and Bronte. 

letter, asking the Kiiig’n appiohutioii of the new creation, his Majesty thus gnieioiisly 
signifted liis consent ; — 

u Weyinoutl), July ‘i^tli, IHOI. 

“ TJie King is so thoroughly .satisfied with the services and unlour of Viscount 
Nel>on, that he cannot innke the .snmllest ohjcclioii to the preservation of tlic 
llurony in his Father’s family, agrcealdc to the paper Mr. Addington has trans- 
niittod, and which is now returned .” — Antotfrnphy in tlic possession of the lion. 
Miss Addington. 

Vide vol. ii. p. 40l. 

* The Right Jlouoiiitiblv Charles RJiifip Yorke, half brother of Philii), .Ord iuul 
of JIardwicke, K.O., nfterward.s Fjr.stLord of%lie Admiralty; he died in March 

* Colonel Suckling wrote on the hack of tliis letter, “ The appointment wa.s giuntcil 
before thci c was an oi>iTortunit y of delivering this letter.” 



^T. 42.] 


LETTERS. 


425 


MEMORANDA BY LORD NELSON, ON THE DEFENCE Of THE 

^ THAMES, ETC. 

[Autograph in the Admiralty. In the summer of IHOl, Buonaparte collected a 
flotilla and large Army at Boulogne, with the avowed design of invading England. 
Vigorous iiieasnrcs were accordingly taken to resist (he attempt, and it was determined 
to place a large force consisting of Frigates, Brigs, njid smaller Vessels, under the com- 
mand of Lord Nelson, between Orfordness and Beacliy Head. Lord St. Vincent’s 
(the First Lord of the Admiralty) views on the subject were thus described in a letter 
to Admiral Lutwidge, the Commandcr-in-Chief in the Downs, dated Admiralty, 1th 
of July, 1801. “ The state of the F'ncmy’s preparations on different parts of the Coast 
in the Channel, particularly opposite to you, beginning to wear avei^ serious appear- 
ance, and all our intelligence agreeing that a descent on some part of the Coast is 
actiiully intended, it has naturally been matter of consideration, what measures 
w’ould be most advisable to be taken for our defence ; and after viewing the sub- 
ject ill every shape in which it could present itself, no plan appears to me to be so 
eireetual for frustrating the Enemy’s designs, as that of placing the whole of the 
Force ajiplicable to that particular service, under the command of a Flag-Oflieer 
who will have no otlier duty to perform, llinii that of utteiuliiig to tliis iiuportunt 
object. 1 am aware that the measure 1 have mentioned will materially interfere with 
your eominaiul in the Downs ; and 1 can assure you, with great truth, that I have 
so much respect both for your public and private chnraet(*r, that 1 should not have 
taken this, or any other measure that might he in any respect unpleasant to you, if 
1 had tliought it could liave been avoided without detriment to the IMiblic service. 
’Phe Ofliecr I have fixed upon is Viscount Nelson, wlio will, 1 think, hoist his Flag 
in one of the Frigates, and proceed immediately to the coast of France, to settle the 
neeessaiy arrange men Is with the Ollicers, iioav employed there. The command in 
the Downs will of course bo left in your hands, with the superijitendcncc of what is 
generally und<*rstood to he the port-duty, while it may he requisite to continue Lord 
Nelson in this situnlioii,” — Chirh‘ (tntf McArthur. 

Lord Nelson assumed his eoininand by hoisting liis Flag in L'l’iiite Frigate, at 
Sheerness, on the ‘Hth of July, and, two days hefiur, submitted to the Admiralty 
the following OnsKiiVATioNs ox the Defence of tut- Thames.] 

*>:)th July, 1801. 

Besides the stationed Ships at the different posts between 
the North Foreland and Orfordness, as many Giin-vesscis as 
can be spared frofh the very necessary protection of the (.^oast 
of Sussex and of Kent to the westward of Dover, should be 
collected, for ibis part of the Coast must be seriously attended 
to; for supposing London the object of surprise, I am of 
opinion that the Enemy’s object to be the getting on 

shore as speedily as possible, for the dangers of a navigation 
of forty-eight hours, appear to me to be an insurmountable 
objection to the rowing from Boulogne to the Coast of Essex, 
It is therefore most probable (for it is certainly jiropcr to 
believe the French are coming to attack London, and there- 
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fore to be prepared) that from Boulogne, Calais, luid even 
Havre, that the Enemy will try and land in Sussex, or the 
lower part of Kent, and from Dunkirk, Ostend, and the other 
Ports of Flanders, to land on the Coast of Essex or Suffolk ; 
for I own myself of opinion that, the object being to get on 
shore somewhere within 100 miles of London, as speedily as 
possible, that the Flats in the mouth of the Thames will not be 
the only place necessary to attend to; added to this, the 
Enemy will create a powerful diversion by the sailing of the 
Combined Fleet, and the either sailing, or creating such an 
appearance of sailing, of the Dutch Fleet, as will prevent 
Admiral Dickson* from sending anything from off the great 
Dutch Ports, whilst the smaller Ports will spew forth its Flotilla, 
— viz.. Flushing, &c. &c. It must be pretty well ascertained 
what number of small Vessels are in each Port. 

I will suppose that 40,000 men arc destined for this attack, or 
rather surprise, of London; 20,000 will land on the west side ot* 
Dover, sixty or seventy miles from London, and the same 
number on the east side : they are too knowing to let us have 
but one point of alarm for London. Supposing 200 (Jraft, or 
250, collected at Boulogne, &c., they arc supposed ecpial to 
carry 20,000 men. In very calm weather, they might row 
over, supposing no impediment, in twelve hours ; at the same 
instant, by telegraph, the same number of troops would be 
rowed out of Dunkirk, Ostend, &c. &c. These are the two 
great objects to attend to from Dover and the Dow^ns, and 
j)crhaps one of the small Ports to the westward. Boulogne 
(which I call the central point of the Western attack) must be 
attended to. If it is calm when the Enemy row out, all our 
Vessels and Boats appointed to watch them, must get into the 
Channel, and meet them as soon as possible : if not strong 
enough for the attack, they must watch, and keep them com- 
j)any till a favourable opportunity offers. If a breeze springs 
up, our Ships ai*c to deal destruction; no delicacy can be 
observed on this great occasion. But should it remain calm, 
and our Flotilla not fancy itself strong enough to attack the 
Enemy on their passage, the moment that they begin to touch 
our shore, strong or weak, our Flotilla of Boats must attack as 

' Admiral Arciiibuld Dickaon, Commauder-iu-Cijief in lUe North Scu. 
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much of the Enemy’s Flotilla as they are able — say only one halt 
or two-thirds ; it will create a most powerful diversion, for the 
bows of our Flotilla will be opposed to their unarmed sterns, and 
the courage of Britons will never, I believe, allow' one French- 
man to leave the beach, A great number of Deal and Dover 
Boats to be on board our Vessels off the Port of Boulogne, to 
give notice of the direction taken by the Enemy. If it is 
calm, Vessels in the Channel can make signals of intelligence 
to our shores, from the North Foreland to Orfordness, and 
even as far as Solcbay, notan improbable place, about seventy 
or eighty miles from London. 

A Flotilla to be kept near Margate and Ramsgate, to consist 
of Gun-boats and Flat-boats; another Squadron to be stationed 
near the centre, between Orfordness and North Foreland, and 
the third in lloscly* Bay. The Floating Batteries arc stationed 
in all proper positions for defending the different Channels, 
and the smaller Vessels will always have a resort in the support 
of the stationed Ships. The moment of the Enemy’s movement 
from Boulogne, is to be considered as the movement of the 
Enemy from Dunkirk. Supposing it calm, the Flotillas arc 
to be rowed, and the heavy ones towed, (except the stationed 
Ships,) those near Margate, three or four leagues to the north 
of the North Foreland ; those from Ilosely Bay, a little 
approaching the Centre Division, but always keeping an eye 
towards Solcbay ; the Centre Division to advance half-way 
between the two. The more hist Rowing boats, called Thames 
Galleys, which can be procured the better, to carry orders, in- 
formation, &c. &c. 

Whenever the Enemy’s Flotilla can be seen, our Divisions 
arc to unite, but not intermix, and to be ready to execute 
such orders as may be deemed necessary, or as the indis- 
pensable circumstances may require. For this puiq)osc, men 
of such confidence in each other should be looked for, that (as 
far as human foresight can go,) no little jealousy may creep 
into any man’s mind, but to be all animated with the same 
desire of preventing the descent of the Enemy on our Coasts. 
Stationary Floating Batteries are not, from any apparent 
advantage, to be moved, for the tide may prevent their re- 


* Lord Nelsou always wrote “ Uollesley’' Jlosiiy Bay. 
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suming the very important stations assigned them : they are 
on no account to be supposed neglected, even should the 
Enemy surround them, for they may rely on support*, and 
reflect that perhaps their gallant conduct may prevent the 
mischievous designs of the Enemy. Whatever plans may be 
adopted, the moment the Enemy touch our Coast, be it where 
it may, they arc to be attacked by every man afloat and on 
shore : this must be perfectly understood. Never fear the event 
The Flat Boats can probably be manned (partly, at least,) witli 
the Sea Fcncibles, (the numbers or fixed places of whom lam 
entirely ignorant of,) but the Flat Boats they may man to be 
in grand and sub-divisions, commanded by their own Captains 
and Lieutenants, as far as is possible. The number of Flat 
Boats is unknown to me, as also the other means of defence 
in Small Craft ; but I am clearly of opinion that a proportion 
of the small force should be kept to watch the Flat-boats from 
Boulogne, and the others in the way I have presumed to 
suggest. These arc offered as merely the rude ideas of the 
moment, and are only meant as a Sea plan of defence for the 
City of London; but I believe other parts may likewise be 
menaced, if the Brest fleet, and those from llochfort and 
Holland pul to sea ; although I feel confident that the Fleets 
of the Enemy will meet the same fate which has always 
attended them, yet their sailing will facilitate the coming over 
of their Flotilla, as they will naturally suppose our attention 
will be called only to the Fleets. 


TO Ills ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke nml M'Artliur, vol. ii. p. ‘40;).] 

[About ‘-iOtli July, iHOl.] 

Sir, 

I have this morning received my commission as Com* 
mandcr-in-Chief of a Squadron of Ships and Vessels em- 
ployed on a particular service. My command is to extend 
from Orfordiicss to Beachy Head, on both Shores ; but 
without interfering with cither Nore or Downs command. 
I assure your Royal Highness that I feel iny ability to render 
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service, in this new sort of command, only in my zeal ; in 
many other respects I am sensible of much deficiency, and 
require that great allowance should be made for me. I am, 
&c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Originiil, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Sir, London, July QCtli, 1801. 

Captain Parker*^ of II. M. Ship Sloop Ainaranthc, under 
my command, having represented to me that his Sloop is not 
ready for sea, and as the services of Captain Parker will be 
very useful to me in my situation, I have to beg you will 
request their Lordships to grant him leave to be with me on 
the service I am employed on. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Slieeriiess, July ;27tli, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have to request you will be pleased to inform the Lords 
(Commissioners of the Admiralty with my arrival at this place, 
and that I have hoisted my Flag on board II. M. Ship Unite, 
in Shcerness Harbour. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Unite, Slieerness, *J8th July, 1801. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to send you, for the information of their Lord- 
ships, a statement of the Stations the Ships that are here 

' Captain Edwanl Thornborougli Parker, to whom Lord Nelson became so much 
attached jts to call him “hi.s son.” Few events in Nelson’s life occa.sioiied him 
such grief as the death of Captain Parker, from a wound, in September following. 
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Nelson and Bronte. 

In the East Swale, under the com- 
mand of Captain John [James] Shepard‘S 
of the Redoubt. 


under my command have already taken and are to take. I 
am, &c. 

The Redoubt, 

Firm, 

Haughty, 

Gallant, 

Glatton, 

Vlieter, 

Batavier, 

Ardent, 

Daphne, 

Serapis, 


i, 


At the Wallett, Glatton to go. 

Pan Sand. 

In the entrance of Margate Roads, the 
. North Foreland Light about S.W., and the 
j buoy of the Sand N. B. E., at the distance 
of a mile and a half, for the purpose of preventing the Enemy 
from coming inside Margate Sand, and to be ready to go 
round the head of the Sand, in case the Enemy should go up 
the Queen’s Channel. 

Ruby, in Ilosely Bay. 


Conflict, 

Monkey, 

Attack, 

Defender, 


i 


Going to Ilosely Bay. 


Thames Stream. 
Spill Buoy. 


r Employed by Admiral 
J Gra?mc^ to get manned, 
(themselves not manned. 


TO ADMIRAL THE KARL OF 8T. VTXCKXT, K.R. 

'From Clarke ami M‘Arthiir, vol. ii. p. -iDl.J 

Slieornrsfi, ‘iStli .Inly, iJ^Ol. 

Everything, my dear Lord, must have a beginning, and ^^e 
arc literally at the foundation of our fabric of defence, f 
agree perfectly with you, that wc must keep the Enemy as 
far from our own Coasts as possible, and be able to attack 
them the moment they come out of their Ports. ... As soon 
as all the orders are given, it is my intention to go to Deal, 
and to consult with Admiral Lutwidge. Should the Enemy 


® ( a])tain Jamos Koitli SlmparJ, who died n Vice-Admiral of the Red, in 
n>fe vol. i. p. M.'j. 

’ '’if.,..^\dniiral of the White, Alexander Draeme, Commander-in Cliief at tlio 
Nore. lie died an Admiral of tlie Red in IHlS. 
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approach our Coasts near the Thames, our Dock-yards can 
man Flat-boats if they are kept in readiness ; and this Yard 
has 100 men, who can man two Flats wdiich are ordered to l)e 
fitted out. If the Unite arrives at the Norc this day, I shall 
go on board her, in order to show that we must all get to our 
posts as speedily as possible. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN Sm EDWARD RERRV, H.IM.S. RT^BV. 

[Antograpli, in the possession of Lady Berry,] 

.Inly IhOI. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

Although by the Admiralty orders I am not absolutely to 
take you under my command, yet I am authorized to give 
you any directions which I may judge proper ; therefore I 
send you two Gun-brigs to be under your command, and I 
wish them to be exercised, in order to make them fit for any 
real service. 1 am only beginning the Defence, and a begin- 
ning there must be of all things. I shall send you some 
llcvenue (hitters, who must alw^ays be kept on the look-out, 
so that you may not be surprised in the night by an Enemy 
close to you. Ever yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO VICE-ADMlRAf. (iR.EMK, COMAIANDER-IN-C IIIKK, AT THE 

NORE. 

[Ij'ttor B(u»k.3 

rjiiu'*, Slietrncss, .)uly INDI. 

I have to request that you will direct such Ships, Vessels, 
and Revenue (hitters, as arc or may be placed under my 
command, (who have not received particular orders from me,) 
to proceed and put themselves under the command of the 
Senior (Captains, either at the Squadron stationed oft’ Hosely 
Bay, or the Squadron stationed to the southward of jSIargate 
Sand. The Attack and Defender, I have directed, so soon 
as- they are manned, to join the Squadron oft’ Margate Sand. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Onginul, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Leyden, Downs, 3f)lU July, IfiOl. 

Sir, 

I beg you will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships that 
having arranged everything at Sheerness, I thought it right to 
come here, where I arrived last night, and hoisted my Flag 
for the present on board the Leyden ; I am now employed 
issuing the necessary directions to the several Ships under my 
command at this anchorage. I have sent for the Medusa, in 
which ship I mean to go over to the Coast of France. I am, 
Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Biionte.. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.R. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vcl. ii. p. QOi.] 

Deal, July OOth, 1«0L 

As I had arranged everything possible for mo to do at 
Shcerness, I thought it best to set off for the Downs l)y the 
way of Feversham, as I w'ished to see (Captain Bccher® on the 
subject of the Sca-Fcnciblcs. I had previously sent Captain 
Shepard to desire that a Mr. Salisbury would meet me ; as he 
was a person of respectability, rich, (got it by the fair trade,) 
and of great influence amongst the Seafaring men on that part 
of the Coast, particularly about Whitstablc. I made liini 
sensible of the necessity of our Ships, which were to he 
stationed off the Sand-heads, being manned. He thought if 
the Admiralty, through me, gave the men assurances that 
they should be returned to their homes, when the danger of 
the Invasion was passed, that the Sea-folk would go ; but that 
they were always afraid of some trick : this service, my dear 
Lord, above all others, would be terrible for me : to get up 
and harangue like a Recruiting Serjeant I I do not think I 
could get through it; but as I am come forth, I feel that I 

'* Captain Alexander lioclier: lie comnmntled the Sea Fcncibles nt Fevershnm ; 
was Posted in April and died about TstJC. 
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ought to do this disagreeable service as well as any other, if 
judged necessary. I hoisted my Flag here this morning. The 
Medusa is sent for, and I propose going over to the Coast of 
Boulogne, if possible, to-morrow or next day morning, and to 
take Captain Fyers’ of the Artillery with me ; to return here, 
and then to go off Flushing with a Captain Owen' of the 
Nemesis: I have thoughts of fixing a Squadron of Small 
Vessels under him, if I find him equal to my expectation 
from his writing, and of stationing Captain Bedford' of the 
Leyden, whose good sense and Officer-like conduct I have 
heard much commended, to support him off Flushing ; and 
also for Captain Owen to have the chief command of the 
Ships and Vessels anchored off Margate Sand. I am, &c. 

Nei.sox and Brontk. 


TO ADMIRAL TFIK KARL OF S I'. VINCENT, K.R. 

[From Clarke and IM*Arilinr, vol, ii. p. 201.] 

Deal, July 01st, IHOI. 

Our force will, by your great exertions, soon got so for- 
midable, that the Enemy will hardly venture out. I shall 
endeavour in the morning to ascertain the possibility 
destroying their Vessels in the Harbour of Boulogne. I send 
yon the Return of men in the Master- Attendant’s department 
in Sheemess yard, (247,) who could man on an emergency the 
six upper Vessels : for the time must come, if the Enemy 
approaches, that all work, except fighting, would stand still ; 
therefore I propose, if wc have not men to man them at 
present, that at least the Vessels should be prepared and 
ready for the Dock-yard men to he put on board, commanded 
by their own .Officers ; which could be of the greatest conse- 
quence, and they could always get cither to the Essex (Joast, 
or towards Margate, in any weather the Enemy would attempt 
coming over. Other Yards may be also able to do much. I 
am, &c. Nelson and Bronte. 

® Captain Peter Fyers, of the Artillery ; now a Major-General, and a Com pan ion 
of the Bath. 

‘ Now Vice-AdmiiiU Sir Edward William Campholl Rich Owen, G.C.B., G.C.H. 

* Captain William Bedford: he died a Vice-Admiral of the White, in 1827 or 
3828 . 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidiuonth Papers.] 

Deal, July 31st, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I beg to thank you for your kind communication of His 
Majesty’s goodness, in granting the extension of the Barony 
to my Father’s family. To-morrow, I am going to the Coast of 
France, and shall take an Artillery-Officer with me, who will 
be able to form a judgment as to the possibility of the effect 
of shells on the Enemy’s V essels at Boulogne. Our means of de- 
fence so rapidly increase, that it will soon be almost improbable 
that the Enemy should attempt to come out of their Ports, on 
the Coasts near us. You may rely on my zeal (which is all I 
pretend to) to endeavour to merit the good opinion you arc 
pleased to entertain of me; and ever consider me, your most 
obliged and obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke ami M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. ‘iO'").] 

Off Bofilo<?ne, ‘ind August, If^Ol. 

I have been looking at Boulogne this morning, and sec 
their I.ine of Vessels, all armed, which lie outside the Port. 
Captain Fyers, of the Artillery, thinks that they are stationed 
to add strength to the place. The French arc erecting Batteries 
both for guns and mortars on each side of the Town, as if 
fearful of an attack. All accounts agree, that fifty or sixty is 
the full number of Boats, large and small, at Boulogne, iind 
that these can be moved out of the reach of shells ; however, 
I have sent for the Bombs, and will try what can be done. I 
am, &c.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO CAPTAIN JOHN RUSSEL,® Il.M. SLOOP GIER, OFF GRAVELINF.S. 

[Autogj’apli, in the possession of liis Son, Titomns Russel, F.sq., Assistunt-Suf' 
geou in the Service of the Kast Iiiilia Comimuy.] 

Secret. August 2n(i, 1801, 9 p.m. 

Dear Sir, 

I approve very much of your movement towards Gravelines, 
and I wish you, when you can ascertain what is the Enemy’s 
force in Dunkirk Roads, to let me know, and whether they 
arc not to be attacked in the night of to-morrow, and what 
force you would wish to have for that service. I can send you 
some of the Sloops with Cover’s guns, and some Revenue 
Cutters, and more Gun-brigs. But let me know your opinion, 
if possible, by to-morrow forenoon’s tide. Except to the 
Captains, (and Pilots, such as are necessary to be consulted) 
and to whom, enjoin secrecy, do not say a word. I am, dear 
Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke ami M'Artliur, vol. ii. p. 29“).] 

Medusa, off Boulogne, August Srd, 1801. 

The wind falling nearly to a calm, and, what was worse, 
coming to the northward, I called the Bombs off after they 
had fired ten or twelve shells, some of which went as far as the 
Town, but without any effect that w^e could see. We have, 
however, ascertained that we can bombard the Vessels at 
proper times of tide, and, with the wind to the southward of 
the west, with great facility. I hope the wind will come 
westerly, when wc can fully try the effect of shells. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


“ Captain John Russel, of the Clier: he was Posted in IH02; afterwards com- 
manded the Sea Fencibles in Argyleshire, ami died between 1809 and 1814, 
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TO ADMIRAL SKEFFINGTON LUTWIDGE, DOWNS. 


[Aiitogi’apb, in the possession of M(\jor Lutwidgo.] 


August 3rd, 1801, 8 a.m. 

My dear Admiral, 

Many thanks for yonr letters and for the accounts from 
Captain Richardson^ and Lieutenant Baker the Armed Ves- 
sels outside of Boulogne are twenty-four, probably intended to 
cover the entrance of the Vessels from the westward; but of 
the Craft which I have seen, I do not think it possible to 
them to England ; and sail they cannot. Yesterday, I ordered 
Jamaica and six other Vessels to take their station between 
Porte Point and Etaples ; a number of Vessels came yesterday 
morning into tlie Road of Dunkirk ; Captain Russel has his 
eye upon them. No fishing-boats have been out yesterday or 
this morning ; the wind is so far to the northward, that I doubt 
if the Bombs can be sent in this morning to try a few shells, 
Ever your obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


If you keep the King George, then the Cygnet will run to 
and fro. 


TO THE SENIOR CAPTAINS, OFF DIEPPE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

gjj«^ Mcdusn. August 3iil, 1801. 

I returned your old Cniizer, the Stag, and also, the Stag 
Revenue Cutter. I have also stationed the Jamaica, Captain 
Rose,** and six other Vessels, between Etaples and Point Portt I ; 
therefore, they will be [able] to keep a good look-out further 
westward. It is of great consequence, the destruction of the 
Enemy’s Flat boats ; and I wish you to let me know, if any of 


** Apparently Captftin ^William Richardson, of the Antuinn: lie was Posted in 
1804, and died in August IHIH. 

* Apparently Lieutenant John Baker, elder brother of the late Vice-Admiral Sir 
Tliorntw Baker, K.C.B.: he then coininaiidod the Vixen Gnu brig; was made a 
Commander in April 180*1, was l*o<;tfd in October 1810; and died in 18JH. 

• Captain Joiia.s Rose, of the Jamaica, which Ship he commanded at Copeuli.'igeii, 
(^ide p. 31 i, ante:) he wa.s Po.sted on the |st of January, 1801, and died betweeu 
1810 and 1810. 
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the Flat boats, &c., can be bombarded with advantage, either 
at bt. Vallery, Dieppe, or other places along the Coast. I 
have received Captain Richardson’s and Lieutenant Baker’s 
letters. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVA\ NEPEAX, ESQ., ADJIIRAEIT. 
[Original, in tlic Admiralty.] 


Sir, 


Medusa, off Boulogne, August Ord, iHOl. 


As I understood from Mr. Lawrence, the Naval Storekeeper 
at Deal, that twelve or fourteen riat-bottomcd Boats would bo 
ready to put in the water the latter end of this week, I wish 
very much that directions may be given to fit eight of them 
with brass, eight-inch howitzers, and the remainder with twenty- 
four-pounder carronades, as I am of opinion that the Enemy 
may be more annoyed by firing into their small Harbours and 
little Ports in the night than by greater and larger attacks. 

The stores, ammunition, &c., I should think, might be im- 
mediately sent from Dover to the Downs, by w^hich means no 
time w^ould be lost in equipping them for the service intended. 
They can be stowed on board the larger Ships on this Coast, 
who will have the best means of furnishing them, manning, 
&c. 1 am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIllALTV. 

[Aiilogn\i>li, iu the Admiralty.] 

Mcdiibtt, off Boulogne, Augu.^t ;Jid, 1^01. 

Sir, 

The Enemy have twenty-four armed Vessels anchored out- 
side the Port of Boulogne, for w^hat purpose is difficult to 
guess, it may be to afford protection to the Vessels chased on 
the 1st into St. Vallery. The wind is too far to the north- 
ward at present for our Bombs to go on the sea-shore. U hese 
Vessels anchored before this Port appear to me incapable in 
the smoothest water of being rowxd more than one and a half 
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per hour. No Fishing boats have been out since the 1st The 
Enemy are working hard at new batteries. Captain Russel^ 
who is stationed off Calais, received yesterday information 
that some Vessels had come out of the Harbour of Dunkirk 
into the Roads ; he is, therefore, (there being only one Brig 
in Calais,) gone to Gravelines, in order to watch them. With 
our present force from Dieppe to Dunkirk, certainly nothing 
can with impunity leave the Coast of France one mile. I am, 
Sir, &c.. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clai'ke and M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 295.] 

August 4tli. 

The wind being at N.E., the Bombs anchored at half- 
past five, abreast of the Town. What damage has been done 
cannot be ascertained inside the Pier; on the outside, two 
large Floating batteries are sunk, and one large Gun-brig cut 
her cables and ran on shore, where she lies abandoned. The 
Bombs are very well placed by their Captains, and the Ar- 
tillery Officers and men have the greatest desire to do their 
duty. Boulogne is certainly not a very pleasant place this 
morning : but it is not my wish to injure the poor inhabitants, 
and the Town is spared as much as the nature of the service 
will admit. Very little damage has been done to our Bombs. 
Captain Fyers is slightly w’ounded in the thigh, but remains 
at his post. I have paid them all a visit, and the Medusa is 
at anchor one cable’s length from them. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Since I finished my letter, one or two more Gun- 
vessels arc destroyed. 

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sitlmoutli Topers.] 

Medusa, off Boulogne, August 4»li, 

My dear Sir, 

I think I may venture to assure you that the French Army 
will not embark at Boulogne Tor the invasion of England; 
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they are suffering this morning from allowing a collection of 
Craft to be assembled in their Port. Five Vessels of different 
descriptions are sunk on the outside the Pier by our shells ; 
they were all fitted with heavy guns, and full of men. What 
damage has taken place inside the Pier, cannot be ascertained, 
but, judging from the outside, we may suppose it considerable. 
Ever, my dear Sir, your most obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL LLTWIDGE. 

[Autogi’ftph, in the possesaion of Major Liitwidge.] 

Medusa, August 4th, 1801. 

My dear Admiral, 

The arrangement about the correspondence shall be duly 
attended to, but no Fishing-boats are come out since ray 
appearance. I have given Captain Rose the signals to the 
westward, where he is stationed, and Captain Somerville’' has 
also a copy. Captain Owen seems an intelligent Officer. 
Our Bombs are at work. Captain Owen can tell you what 
we see — two Flats sunk, and one Brig run on shore, evidently 
struck by a shell. At Boulogne it is certainly not a pleasant 
morning. Captain Fyers is slightly wounded. Ever, my 
dear Admiral, your obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN Sill EDWARD BERRY, H.M. SHIP RUBY, HOSELY BAY. 

[Autognipli, iu the possession of Lady Berry.] 

Medusa, otf Boulogne, August 4tli, 1801. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

Pray direct immediately the Monkey and Conflict Gun- 
brigs to obey my order sent by this occasion ; Captain Owen 
thinks they may be very useful. I hope your Ruby is getting 
about again ; she is a fine Ship, and you will soon be very com- 
fortable in her. We are tormenting the vagabonds here ; this 

’ Captain Philip Somfrvillc was Posted on the ‘40th of April, 1804, and died be- 
tween 1810 and 18‘40. 
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inorning, five of their armed Flats and a Brig arc sunk, and 
lying on their beam^ends. I do not believe that the French 
Army will embark from Boulogne. Ever yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

If the Monkey is not complete, or nearly so, with her com- 
plement, she may remain till she is. 


TO CAPTAIN BEDFORD, H.M. SHIP LEYDEN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Medusa, off Boulogne, 4tli August, IHOI. 

Dear Sir, 

Lieutenant Fabian® delivered me your letter of yesterday, 
this morning. I approve of your anchorage of the Gun-brigs. 
The other Vessels of force will, I suppose, soon be with you, 
when you will leave the order for the Senior Officer at the 
Sand-heads, with whoever may be there, in case you arc on 
the other side of the water. The Margate and Harwich 
Kevenue Cutters arc directed by me, by way of Shcerness, to 
attend on the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, who arc 
in their Yacht, in Margate Hoads. I shall be with you in two 
days. Pray send one of the Smacks to Hoscly Bay, with my 
letter to Sir Edward Berry, or the Commanding Officer. 

Our Bombs arc at work, and five of the Enemy’s Gun- 
vessels are sunk ; and upon the whole they have not had a 
very pleasant morning. I am, dear Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO E\'AN NEPEAN, ESQ , ADMIRAJ/rV. 

[Letter-Book aud “Lomloii Gazette ” of Stli August, IHOI.] 

Medusa, Augitai Itb, isol. 

Sir, 

The Enemy’s Vessels, Brigs, and Flats, (Lugger-rigged,) 
and a Schooner, twenty-four in number, were this morning, 
at daylight, anchored in a line, in front of the Town of 

^ Licutcuant Clitulcs Montagu Fiibiau: Lo wn» made a Commander in 
Posted in October 1810; and died between 1810 and 18*20. 
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Boulogne, The wind being favourable for tlie Bombs to act, 
I made the signal for them to weigh, and to throw shells at 
the Vessels; but as little as possible to annoy the Town. The 
Captains placed their Ships in the best possible position, and 
in a few hours three of the Flats and a Brig were sunk ; and 
in the course of the morning, six were on shore, evidently 
much damaged. At six this evening, being high water, five 
of the Vessels, which had been aground, hauled with difficulty 
into the Mole ; the others remained under water. I believe 
the whole of the Vessels would have gone inside the Pier, but 
for want of water. What damage the Enemy may have sus- 
tained beyond what we see, is impossible to tell. The whole 
of this affair is of no further consequence, than to show the 
Enemy that they cannot with impunity come outside their 
Ports. Tlic Officers of the Artillery threw the shells with 
great skill; and I am sorry to say that Captain Fyers, of the 
Royal Artillery, is slightly wounded in the thigh, by the 
bursting of an Enemy’s shell, and three seamen are also 
wounded. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

One more of the Enemy’s Flats is this moment sunk. 


TO Ills ilOYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF CLARENCE. 

[From Clarke uud M'Artlmr, vol. ii. p. 

August otli, ISOl. 

The whole of this business is of no further moment than to 
show the Enemy, that, with impunity, they cannot come out- 
side their Ports. I see nothing but a desire on the part of 
our Officers and men to get at them. I am now on my way 
off Ostend and Flushing, whence I shall cross to either Mar- 
gate or lloscly Bay. Most cordially do I congratulate your 
Royal Highness on the distinguished merits of Captain Keats,® 
your opinion of him wt\s truly formed. Again let me assure 
you how sensibly I feel all your partiality for me, and that I 
will ever continue to deserve it. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

® Afterwards Admiral Sir Richard Goodwin Keats, G.C.B., >Yho had then recently 
distinguished himself in bommand of the Superb, at the battle of Algesiras. 
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TO THE SQUADRON. 

[From the “ Naval Chronicle,” vol. vi. p. ICO.] 

0th August, IBOl. 

Lord Nelson has reason to be very much satisfied with the 
Captains of the Bombs, for their placing of the Vessels yester- 
day. It was impossible that they could have been better 
situated ; and the Artillery Officers have shown great skill in 
entirely disabling ten of the Armed Vessels out of twenty-four 
opposed to them, and many others, Lord Nelson believes are 
much damaged. The Commander-in-Chief cannot avoidnoting 
the great zeal and desire to attack the Enemy in a closer and 
different combat, which manifested itself in all ranks of per- 
sons, and which Lord Nelson would gladly have given full 
scope to, had the attempt at this moment been proper; but 
the Officers and others may rely, that an early opportunity 
shall be given them for showing their judgment, zeal, and 
bravery. The Hired and Revenue Cutters kept under sail, 
and performed the duty entrusted to them with a great deal 
of skill. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL LUTWIDGK. 

[.Vutogvaph, ill the possession of Major Lutwidge.] 

Medusa, oft’ Calais, August Otli, If^Ol. 

My dear Admiral, 

I know nothing of the De Ruyter and Hind being under 
my command ; if they are, they had better join me off the 
end of Margate Sand, with the Icarus. I am on my way with 
the Brilliant and some Cutters, going to Flushing. Our force 
to the westward is abundant for our part of the Coast. The 
York and Isis will support all our Small craft. One more 
Flat sunk in the evening. The wind coming at eight o'clock 
to the N.W., I ordered the Bombs out of the Road. I believe 
they must be sick of their stations. Four Vessels arc just 
above water at low water ; six were at high water got into the 
Mole, evidently much damag^. The Commodore is the 
English Gun-brig taken off Dungeness ; she hauled on shorc) 
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and is also damaged. I should suppose that they must have 
lost many men, as at half-past nine till dark^ not more than 
two or three men were aboard each of them. I have sent to 
the Admiralty to have some Flat boats fitted with brass 
howitzers, and twenty-four pounder carronades, to fire 57-inch 
shells. I shall come from Flushing to Margate, and probably 
pay my respects to you in the Downs. I beg my best respects 
to Mrs. Lutwidge, and with many thanks for all your good- 
ness to me, believe me ever your obliged and faithful 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Medusa, 6th August, 1801. 

Sir 

I beg leave to inform you, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that in consequence of their 
dispatches I received last night, relative to the Sca-Fencibles, 
added to the wind being at present easterly, which will occa- 
sion a great delay in my intention of proceeding olf Flushing, 
I have determined to go to Margate Roads, for the purpose of 
carrying into execution, to the utmost of my power, their 
Lordships’ orders relative to the regulation and distribution of 
the Sea-Fencibles in that quarter, which I hope will meet their 
Lordships’ approbation. I also beg leave to enclose herewith 
a copy of a circular letter, which I have sent to the Captains 
commanding the different districts of the Sea-Fencible corps. 
I remain, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — I have added the Brilliant Frigate, and Monkey and 
Conflict Gun-brigs, to the Squadron off Flushing. 

N. &B. 


TO CAPTAINS SHIELD, HAMILTON, SCHOMBERGII, AND EDGE. 
[Original, in tlic Admiralty.] 

Medusa, Olli August, 1801. 

Sir, 

As there can be no doubt of the intention of the French to 
attempt the Invasion of our Country, and as I trust, and am 
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confident, that if oui’ Seafaring men do their duty, that either 
the Enemy will give over the folly of the measure, or, if they 
persist in it, that not one Frenchman will be allowed to set 
his foot on British soil ; it is, therefore, necessary that all good 
men should come forward on this momentous occasion to oppose 
the Enemy, and, more particularly, the Sea-Fencibles, who have 
voluntarily enrolled themselves to defend their Country afloat, 
which is the true place where Britain ought to be defended, 
that the horrors of war may not reach the peaceful abodes of our 
families. And as the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
have been pleased to appoint me to command the Sea defence of 
Great Britain, within the limits of your district, it is my duty 
to request that you will have the goodness to acquaint all the 
Sea-Fencibles under your command, and all other Sea-faring 
men and fishermen, that their services are absolutely required 
at this moment on board the Ships and Vessels particularly 
appointed to defend that part of the Coast where the Enemy 
mean to attempt a landing, if unopposed. 

I am authorized to assure the Fcnciblcs, and other Sea- 
faring men who may come forward on this occasion, that they 
shall not be sent off the Coast of the Kingdom, shall be kept 
as near their own homes as the nature of the service will 
admit, and that the moment the alarm of the threatened 
Invasion is over, that every man shall be returned to their 
own homes ; and also, that during their continuance on board 
Ship, that as much attention as is possible shall be paid to 
their reasonable wants. And I flatter myself, that at a moment 
when all the Volunteer corj)s in the Kingdom arc come for- 
ward to defend our land, that the Seamen of Great Britain 
will not bo slow to defend our own proper clement, and 
maintain as pure as our glorious ancestors have transmitted it 
to us, our undoubted right to the Sovereignty of the Narrow 
Seas, on which no Frenchman has yet dai'ed to sail with im- 
punity. Our Country looks to its Sea defence, and let it not 
be disappointed. 

I shall send Cutters to bring the Sca-Fcncibles, and other 
Sea-faring men to me, in order that I may dispose of them in 
the way most proper for the defence of our King and Country, 
and, at the same time, in the n%ost commodious way to the 
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men themselves. I beg your answer as expeditiously as 
possible, and am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Let me know, as near as possible, the exact numbers ; and 
when they embark correct lists must be sent with them. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VIXCEXT, K.B. 

[From Clarke anil M‘Artlnir, vol. ii. p. J200.] 

Otli August, ISOl . 

My Lord, 

The wind being easterly, I have determined to give up for 
a few daj’^s my visit to Flushing, and to do my utmost to get 
the Fenciblcs afloat. The information respecting the number 
of troops assembled at Boulogne cannot be true; it is evidently 
a lie, most likely fabricated by some scoundrel emigrant in 
London. I have now more than ever reason to believe, that 
the Ports of Flushing and Flanders are much more likely 
places to embark men from, than Calais, Boulogne, or Dieppe ; 
for in Flanders we cannot tell by our eyes what means they 
have collected for carrying an Army. Captain Fyers’ wound is 
so very painful, that I am sending him to Deal; I am sorry, at 
this moment, to lose the services of so useful and zealous an 
Officer. Again and again, I congratulate and rejoice with 
you on Sir James Saumarez’s success: no small degree of 
merit must attach itself to your Lordship, for nicking the 
time of sending out that Squadron. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., SWAN LAND HOUSE, MORPETH. 

[Autogrnpli, in the possession of Colonel Da\ison.] 

Meilusa, Miu'gate, Oth August, 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

Will you forgive my writing to you at this moment, 
for as you will believe I have more of it than I can 
lay my hand to. I can venture to assure you that no 
embarkation of troopB can take place at Boulogne, If they 
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come forth, it must be from Flushing and other Ports in 
Flanders. With my best respects to Mrs. Davison and your 
family, believe me ever, your obliged and faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bbonte.' 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M'Artliur, voL ii. p. 295.] 

Moi'gate Roods, 7tli August, 1801. 

You have seen a copy of my letter to the Captain of the 
Fencibles. As Margate will probably serve as a model for 
the situation of all the Sea-Fencibles, I shall confine my- 
self to it; and submit with deference, what in my humble, 
opinion is best to be done. But as they are only the 
thoughts of the moment, you must make due allowances, 
and much must require arranging. Of the 2600 Sea-Fencibles 
enrolled between Orfordness and Beachy Head, only 385 have 
offered themselves to go on board a Ship, and serve at the 
Sand-heads, &c. ; the Sea-Fencibles of Margate, for instance 
consist of 118 men, their occupation is pier-men belonging to 
the Margate hoys, and some few who assist Ships up and down 
the River. These men say, ^ our employment will not allow us 
to go from our homes beyond a day or tw^o, and for actual 
service but they profess their readiness to fly on board, or 
on any other duty ordered, when the Enemy are announced 
as actually coming on the sea. This, my dear Lord, we must 
take for granted is the situation of all other Sea-Fencibles: 
when we cannot do all we wish, we must do as well as we can. 


* Tlie nbove wits written on the back of the following Letter from Captain Piirki'v. 
Tlie words in Italics were added by Lord Nelson: — 

“ Medusa, Margate, August 0th, 1801. 

“ My dear Sir, 

“ Lord Nelson having received a letter from Jdoyd’s, aequaijiting lum they haw 
voted .iCoOO /be the Copenhagen husinesn^ to be laid out in plate for him, desires 
me, as he has not time to write himself, to beg you will write to Bandeli aiul 
Bridge, and order them to make what you think necessary to add to the rest, t<> 
make a complete set, such as plates, or whatever you may think right. 
left Boulogne yesterday morning, after having annoyed them and their Flotilla con- 
siderably. We are now at Margate, and I believe for the purpose of regidatiug 
the gentlemeii there, and putting the Sea*]|[|ncibles in order. Lord Nelson snya I'c 
sliall add a Postscript. I remain your ever obliged, grateful servant, 

Turn over. “ E. T. Parkbb*' 
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Our Ships fitted for the service, on both shores, between 
Orfordness and the North Foreland, want 1900 men, the 
River-barges two or three hundred. Shall I try and arrange, 
that when the Invasion is coming, these Ships shall be manned 
from particular places ? In that case, we must get as many 
volunteers as we can at present to take care of our Ships, and 
trust to their being manned at the last moment by the (almost) 
scrambling manner I have pointed out; in which case the 
unmanned Ships must be brought from the end of Margate 
Sand into the Roads, and kept as safe as possible with a few 
men. Respecting the River-barges, out of the twelve ordered 
to the Nore, I propose placing four on Whitstablc Flat, and 
the other on the Essex-side, about Mcrcey Island : these must 
be considered as belonging to the Sea-Fenciblcs, and in a 
certain degree under the orders of those Captains, and the 
men exercised on board them. It is my intention to get over, 
if possible, to-morrow to llosely Bay or Harwich, and to have 
a meeting with Captains Schomberg and Edge. My Flotilla, 

I hope, will be finished by Wednesday, and I am vain enough 
to expect a great deal of mischief to the Enemy from it, I 
am sure that the French are trying to get from Boulogne ; 
yet the least wind at W.N.W. and they are lost, I pronounce 
that no embarkation can take place at Boulogne ; whenever 
it comes forth, it will be from Flanders, and what a forlorn 
undertaking ! consider cross tides, &c. &c. As for rowing, that 
is impossible. It is perfectly right to be prepared against a niad 
Government; but with the active force your Lordship has 
given me, I may pronounce it almost impracticable. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO THE HKVEHKND JIEXRY CROWK, BURXIIAM, NORFOLK. 

[Autogrnpli, in tin* nof4scssi<ui of John Rnrnet, Esq., Clielsoa.] 

^^l‘^lnsH, at August Slli, tSOl. 

My dear Sir, 

I felt such pleasure in being remembered by an old Burn- 
ham friend, that it is impossible to describe what thoughts 
rushed into my mind. The remembrance of you from my very 
childhood, of your many acts of civilities and kindnesses to 
me and to my dear &ther, will always make it pleasant to me 
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to attend to any recommendation of yours. The Riches I must 
remember if I recollect myself and shall be very glad to be 
useful to the Lieutenant ; this is the first moment I heard of 
his being in our service. Raven and Howard both behave 
exceedingly well ; I have directed their removal to the San 
Jose^ where my Flag will soon fly; Raven is literally as we 
say, his father’s own son ; such a likeness in person and man- 
ner — pen in the ear — I never saw. I beg, my dear Sir, that 
you will present my very kindest respects to good Sir Mordaiint,* 
and to all your and his family, and beg you to believe me ever 
your obliged Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Origniiftl, in the Ailmirftlty.] 

Medusa, off Harwich, 0th August, 1801. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to assure their Lordships that particular atten- 
tion shall be paid to what you communicated to me by letter 
of the 7th instant, respecting the limits of Admiral Dickson’s 
Command. Vessels have been ordered by me to cmise as far 
as the West Capel, which by the charts take in Flushing, 
and to that point Admiral Lutwidge’s cruizers have always 
been ordered. I am. Sir, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.R. 

[From Clarke niid M* Arthur, vol. ii. p. 207.] 

King George Cutter, off Harwich, 0th August, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

We anchored with the Medusa yesterday under Bawdscy 
Sand, and our Downs pilots are so ignorant that they would 
neither carry us into Ilosely Bay nor Harwich. 1 sent off 
express for Captain Schomberg and Edge, and am now here, 
half sea-sick, waiting their arrival. The men, I believe, will 
come forth, when the whole Country prepares for fighting ; 


* Sir Mordaunt Mortio, Bart. 
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and other business stands still ; but they are no tnore 
willing to give up their occupations than their superiors .... 
We are so prepared at this moment, on the Enemy’s Coasts, 
that I do not believe they could get three miles from their own 
shore. Many thanks for your giving my friend Bromwich* 
the Warden’s place at Portsmouth : I will answer for him. I 
am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN OWEN, H.M. SHIP NEMESIS, BETWEEN GRAVELINES 
AND WEST CAPEL. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sir, Medusa, Harwich, 10th August, 1801. 

Having received the directions of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, not to interfere with Admiral Dickson’s 
Cruizers, stationed off Flushing, you are therefore to issue to 
the Vessels, cruizing with you, directions to be very particular 
in obeying their Lordship^ commands, and you will not go 
beyond the limits of your station, nor interfere with those 
Cruizers, unless absolutely necessary for the good of His 
Majesty’s service, in case the Enemy, put to sea. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Enclosed, to Captain Owen, orders for Ships with him, to 
put themselves under my command, and directed Captain 
Owen to distribute them, as addressed. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.D. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. 207.] 

Medusa, Hax’wioh, 10th August, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

In truth, I have no desire for anything else, than to get 
at a proper time clear of my present command, in which I 
am sure of diminishing my little fortune, which at this moment 
does not reach 10,000/. ; and never had I an idea of gaining 
money by accepting it. I wrote to Hardy, to prepare to go 

• Lieutenant Joseph Bromwich. Vide vol. i. p. rj2. 
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into the San Josef. Do you still think of sending me to the 
Mediterranean? If not, I am ready to go, for the spur of the 
occasion, on the Expedition which is in embryo, but to return 
the moment it is over, for I am afraid of my strength. I am 
always ready, as far as I am able. I shall be at the Nore by 
sunset. Mr. Spence, the Maritime surveyor of this Coast, is 
going to carry the Medusa out by a new Channel. It is ne- 
cessary I should know all that is to be known of the naviga- 
tion ; and I have been a tolerable Pilot for the mouth of the 
Thames in my younger days.® I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, H.M. SHIP RUBY. 

I From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Medusa, lOtb August, 1801. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

I am just going to the Nore. You will send your boat to 
Orford for the Fencibles, and be correct as to the time of the 
Boats being there or the men may alter their minds, as is 
possible. You forgot to send the Sick-Ticket, but I send an 
order for your Lieutenant being received. You will get men : 
great preparations at Ostend : Augereau commands that part 
of the Army. I hope to let him feel the bottom of the Good- 
win Sand. Ever yours faithfully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Medusa, Buoy of the Guu*Fleet, August 10th, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have reason to be very much pleased with the services of 
Mr. Groeme Spence, who, finding my anxiety to get from 
Harwich, and the Pilots refusing to t^e charge of the Ship 
through the common channel for Ships of War, took charge of 
the Medusa at high water and brought her over the Naze Flat, 

* Vide vol i. p, 
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wM<sli' was never yet navigated by a Ship of War of this size, 
and Mr. Spence has given me some better ideas for placing 
Vlieter and Beschamer, which I have directed their Captains 
to put in execution. I am. Sir, &c., 

NEiiSON AND Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Medusa, Harwich, 10th August, 1801, 

Sir, 

Herewith I send you copies of my letters from the Captains 
Hamilton and Sheilds, and I have also seen and conversed 
with Captains Schomberg, Edge, Becher, and Rudsdell, on 
the subject of the embarkation of the Sea-Fencibles. They 
unanimously agree in one thing, of the loyalty of the men 
and of their readiness to fight in defence of their King and 
Country ; but as they represent that the Sea-Fencibles are 
composed of a description of men not generally liable to be 
impressed, and that they have all an occupation in the several 
places where they are enrolled : that to the majority of them 
it would be little short of ruin were they to give up their busi- 
ness, many of the Fencibles arc Merchants and Masters of 
Ships, who have come forward very handsomely, in order to 
encourage their men ; therefore, with deference to their 
Lordships’ better judgment, I beg leave to state that I have 
directed Cutters to go to such places and receive such volun- 
teers as are to be got, and to remove our Ships now at the 
Nore into the Bay of Hosely, Wallet, and Margate Roads, 
that they may be ready to receive the Sea-Fencibles whenever 
the time arrives that every man must come forth, as when it 
comes to that point the business cannot last three days. I am 
led to believe that all our Sea-faring men would come forward 
with the greatest cheerfulness. 

With respect to the River-Barges, it seems by all the Cap- 
tains* account to be a species of defence which the Sea- 
l^encibles will attend to with pleasure ; therefore supposing that 
there are only twelve of these Vessels now at the Nore, I pro- 
pose that four .j^ould be stationed on Whitstable Flats, under 

Q G 2 
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the direction (as to the manning and exercising them) of Cap- 
tain Hamilton and the Captains under his directions ; that 
six should instantly be sent to the mouth of Colchester and 
Malden river, under the direction of Captain Schomberg, 
and one in Woodbridge, and one in Orford river, under Cap- 
tain Edge. Except from the necessitj^ of placing large Ships in 
the Channels, the defence of our numerous landing-places is 
better adapted to our River-Barges, than any other which we 
could adopt, for they require few men to take care of them, and 
would always be manned in a few minutes from tlie Fencible 
Corps. I am led to hope that three hundred volunteers may 
be obtained from Essex and Suffolk ; from Sussex and Kent, 
not a man has offered. The Fencibles of Ramsgate said to 
Captain Rudsdell, ^ if two Gun-Brigs are assigned to us, we will 
man them on the spur of the moment but our first defence 
is close to the Enemy’s Ports, and when that is broke, others 
will come forth on our own Coasts; but the Board have taken 
such precautions by having assigned such a respectable force 
under my orders, that I venture to express a well-grounded 
hope, that the Enemy w'ould be annihilated before they get 
ten miles from their own shores ; to accomplish which, nothing 
shall be wanting in the abilities of, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN BEDFORD, ILM. SHIP LEYDEN. 


[Letter-Book.] 


IMedusa, at the Nore, August lOtli, 1801 . 

Dear Sir, 

I have just received your letter, and return you many 
thanks for your information respecting Flushing ; but I must 
request you will keep everything as secret as possible, relative 
to my intentions, and take good care of your new Pilot, until 
I see you, which I hope will be in twenty-four hours. I shall 


be glad to have some conversation with him, as from your 
account, I am in hopes he may be of infinite use. 

I have received directions from the Admiralty not to inter- 
fere with the Ships under Admiral Dickson’s orders, and 
must therefore request you, wherfH>n the Coast of Flushing, to 
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be pfirticularly guarded on that*point, and, as far as the ser- 
vice will admit, never to go beyond the limits ; but I think, 
upon the whole, you had better remain in your pt*esent sta- 
tion until I see you, and keep the Brilliant with you, either 
under sail, or as you like ; but, above all, be particularly careful 
not to let a word drop of what is now passing. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN HAMILTON, MARGATE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

sV Medusa, Nore, August lltli, 1801. 

Dear Sir, 

Four R^Vir-Barges I have directed to be sent to Whitstablc 
Flats, and as they will only have the Master and two men, I 
fancy, on board them, it is necessary that they should be laid 
in a place of safety, in case of bad weather ; and as they are in- 
tended to be under the direction of yourself and other Captains 
of the Sea-Fencibles under your command, it is to be expected 
that the Fenciblcs of Whitstablc will fre(iuently go on board, 
and exercise not only the cannon, but get the Barges under 
sail, and perform such exercises as may, in your judgment, be 
best suited for the defence of that part of the Coast. 

The Ardent and Scrapis are to come into Margate Roads, 
when Fencibles from your part of the Coast come for- 
ward and carry them down, and to take care of them when 
anchored. Essex and Suffolk volunteer very near 500, who 
are going on board the Ships stationed on the Coast of Essex 
and Suffolk. Can no inducement get a few volunteers from 
all the Craft which have so long been protected ? State this 
case, and say that if forty or fifty men can be placed in each 
of the three Ships stationed at Margate, they can be relieved 
by on the other side. Every Fishing Smack and 

Coaster gives one man. I shall sail for the Downs this day. 
I hope to hear from you. I am, dear Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Brojjte. 
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TO EVAJV Nf:PEAN, ESQ., AOMIRALIT. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Medusa, Nore, August 11th, 1801. 

Sir, 

The Medusa came to the Nore last night, in order that I 
might expedite the business going on here, and will sail for 
the Downs at two o’clock this afternoon. I have left a letter 
wdth Admiral Graeme, requesting him to forward the River 
Barges to the several stations assigned them, and also the 
other Ships, when Sea-Fencibles can be got in sufficient 
numbers to navigate them to their several destinations. I 
have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[Extract from Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton,” &c., vol. i. p. 41.] 

Sheerness, August 11th, 1801. 

I came from Harwich yesterday noon ; not having set my 
foot on shore, although the Volunteers, &c. were drawn up to 
receive me, and the people ready to draw the carriage. Parker 

had very near got all the honours I came on shore ; 

for my business lays with the Admiral, who lives in a Ship 
hauled on shore, and the Commissioner. Slept at Coffin’s; 
and, having done all that I can, am off for the Downs — to-day, 
if possible. As far as September 14th, I am at the Admiralty’s 
disposal ; but, if Mr. Buonaparte does not choose to send his 
miscreants before that time, my health will not bear me through 
equinoctial gales. I wish that Sir William was returned ; I 
would try and persuade him to come to either Deal, Dover, or 
Margate; for, thus cut off from the society of my dearest 
friends, ’tis but a life of sorrow and sadness. But patienza per 
forza t The Mayor and Corporation of Sandwich, when they 
came on board to present me the Freedom of that ancient 
Town,* requested me [to] dine with them. I put them off 
for the moment, but they would not be let off. Tlierefore, 
this business, dreadful to me, stands over, and I shall be 
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attacked^ again when I get to the Downs. But I will not dine 
there, without you say, approve ; nor, perhaps, then, if I can 
get off. Oh I how I hate to be stared at I I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bbonte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and McArthur, vol. ii. p. 298.] 

Sheemess, 11th August, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I came here last night, and found not one of the River 
Barges . . . Our active force is perfect, and possesses so much 
zeal, that I only wish to catch that Buonaparte on the water, 
either with the Amazon or Medusa ; but himself he will never 
trust He would say, Allez vous en, and not Allans, mes 
amis / I hope these French, if they come this year, mean to 
do it before the 14th of September, beyond which I fear the 
season will be too much for me. I know not, my Lord, 
at this moment where I had best strike a blow, which I wish 
to be a very hard one : you have well guessed the place. 
Flushing, but I must be careful, and not cripple our Gun- 
Brigs. At Ostend we cannot get at them, therefore I am 
anxious for our Howitzer Boats ; but they will not keep pace 
with my wishes. No person knows of my ideas except Cap- 
tain Owen, who has been long stationed there under Admiral 
Lutwidge, and Captains Bedford and Parker. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, In the Admiralty.] 

Medusa, Queen’s Channel, August 12th, 1801. 

Sir, 

Having left all the necessary directions for the River- 
Barges, and also the alterations in the stations of the Glatton, 
Alceste, and Alliance, I left the Nore, and am proceeding to 
the Downs to be ready to perform such service as the times 
may require. I am Sir, &e. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 


[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 


Medusa, off Margate, August 12th, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Sir Thomas Troubridge has given me permission, in confi- 
dence, to send for your perusal the enclosed letter from Sir 
Alexander Ball : the contents are of sufficient importance to 
merit your attention, and will, therefore, plead my apology for 
troubling you with it. When read, please to return it to Sir 
Thomas. 

In my command I can tell you with truth, that I find much 
zeal and good humour ; and should Mr. Buonaparte put him- 
self in our way, I believe he will wish himself even in Corsica. 
I only hope, if he means to come, that it will be before the 
14th of September, for my stamina is but ill-suited for equi- 
noctial gales and cold weather. I feel much obliged by your 
kindness about the extension of my Title, and rely on your 
good intention for my brother. I hope you will hear of me 
soon. With every sentiment of respect, believe me, dear Sir, 
your most obliged, Nelson and Bronte. 


TO admiral THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M*Artliur, vol. ii, p. 298.] 

Downs, August 13tb, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I send you the reports of the Sea-Fencible Captains in 
Sussex and lower Kent, that you may give them, if you 
please, to Nepean, but I thought it as well not to lay them 
before the Board ; for the Clerks in all the Public Office 
chatter so much, that nothing is a secret. I have reports 
from our Ships off Boulogne by a Neutral just arrived: * 
the account of troops given by the French scoundrels in our 
pay, is as false as they are. I am certain that in the Towns 
of Boulogne and the surrounding hills, the total number could 
not exceed 2000 men. The Galgo arrived in the night from 
off Ostend ; Captain Hawkins^ assures me, that the Boats col- 

* Captain Riiliard Hawkius, of the Galgo : lie Wcw Pdsted in April 1802, and died 
about ^ 



LETTERS. 


457 


MT. 42.'] 

lectfid at Ostend and Blakenberg, may amount to sixty or 
seventy, that he is sure they could not carry more than fifty or 
sixty men each ; he understood that the poor devils of fisher- 
men are sent off for Brest. Where, my dear Lord, is our Inva- 
sion to come from ? The is gone; owing to the precautions 
of Government, it cannot happen at this moment, and I hope 
that we shall always be as much on the alert as our Enemies. 
We must constantly guard our Coasts and the Flats; for 
Malden River and the Flats of Whitstable should always be 
ready for service. 

I now come, my Lord, to consider of an attack — Flushing 
is my grand object ; but so many obstacles are in the way, 
and the risk is so great of the loss of some Vessels, that, 
under all circumstances, I could hardly venture without a 
consultation with you, and an arranged plan, with the Board’s 
orders. Might not a grand consultation be held for getting 
at the Dutch Ships at Helvoet, or to take possession of 
Flushing? But this must be a week’s Expedition for 4000 
or 5000 troops. To crush the Enemy at home was the 
favourite plan of Lord Chatham, and I am sure you think it 
the wisest measure to carry the war from our own doors, I 
purpose, if to be done, to take all the Gun-vessels outside the 
Pier of Boulogne — I should like your approbation. I own, 
my dear Lord, that this Boat warfare is not exactly congenial 
to my feelings, and I find I get laughed at for my puny mode 
of attack. I shall be happy to lead the way into Helvoet or 
Flushing, if Government will turn their thoughts to it : whilst 
I serve, I will do it actively, and to the very best of my abi- 
lities. I have all night had a fever, which is very little 
abated this morning ; my mind carries me beyond my strength, 
and will do me up ; but such is my nature, I have serious 
doubts whether I shall be able, from my present feelings, to 
• go to the Mediterranean ; but I wall do what I can — I require 
nursing like a child. Pray God we may have peace, and 
with honour, and then let us start fair with the rest of Europe. 

Thanks, joy, and congratulation on our success in Egypt ; 
it makes me better, but I am very sick. Your letter of yester- 
day is just read. 1 shall be gone, God willing, to-morrow; 
but no attack for probably two nights, to throw them off their 
guard, I am, &c. 


Nelson and Bronte# 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir> Medusa, Downs, August Idth, 1801. 

As Captain Thesiger is arrived in England^ 1 beg leave to 
state to you, for the information of their Lordships, the 
services of Captain Thesiger, also of the Desiree, and of 
Lieutenant Charlton of the Hasty Gun-brig, on the 2nd of 
April last. Captain Thesiger came on board the Elephant, 
and assisted me during the Action. When the Danish force 
was nearly subdued, under a very heavy fire from all the 
batteries, he carried on shore my first letter, and brought off 
the Adjutant-General, Lindholm, to me. Captain Thesiger 
was also ever forward to render me, and the Public service, all 
the assistance in his power, and on every occasion conducted 
himself to my entire satisfaction. It is my duty also, to state 
the peculiar merits of the Desiree beyond all other Frigates. 
She was fixed to a station of the greatest importance, and 
with such judgment by Captain Inman, that he lost not a man, 
but cut the Provestein, a Ship carrying 36 and 24-pounders, 
to pieces. The Desiree grounded, exposed to a battery of 
three or five guns, which would have tore her to pieces but 
for the gallantry and skill of Lieutenant Charlton® of the Hasty 
Gun-brig, who dismounted the gims in the battery. The 
Desiree was also got afloat, contrary to the opinion of many 
OflScers, certainly by the meritorious exertions of the Officers 
and Men, who did not go to bed for two days and nights. I 
have thought it my duty to state these highly praiseworthy 
services, as deserving their Lordships’ protection. I have the 
honour to be, &c. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ* 

[Autogtaph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Medusa, Downs, August 13tli, 1801. 

My dear Friend, 

I send you a letter from the Treasury. When you touch 
this money you can make a first payment. Before Mr. Buona- 

* Lieutenant William Charlton had then been a Lieutenant nineteen years ; and, 
notwithstanding this high encomium, he wA not promoted tmtil 1800 : in 1608 he 
was appointed to the Sappho, and died before 1814. 
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parte arrives, 1 cannot, witli our preparations, careless as the 
trench Government is of its soldiers, believe them capable of 
ordering, or the soldiers passive enough to obey such a mad 
order, as to put to sea. I am very much fagged, and from 
my soul wish it was all over, and I quiet in my nest again. 
Have you sent to Rundell and Bridge about the last batch of 
plate — I mean the Danish batch ? How are you? Let us hear 
of you. I am going to-morrow to the French Coast; but 
there is nothing to be done on the great Scale. I beg my 
compliments to Mrs. Davison, and to your children; and 
believe me ever, my dear Davison, your truly obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[AutOEprapL, in tbe Admiralty.] 

Medusa, Sea, August 14tb, 1801. 

Sir, 

Your letter to me at Sheerness came to me this morning 
after my leaving the Downs, and I shall pay due attention to 
the information of Cherbourg and of Flushing. Would their 
Lordships wish me to look at Cherbourg ? but I suppose it is 
guarded by the Ships off Havre. 1 am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL LUTWIDGE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Miyor Lutwidge.] 

Medusa, August 14th, 1801. 

My dear Admiral, 

I am still very unwell, and my head is swelled. I hope 
you will forgive my not waiting upon you yesterday, but my 
head was split with pain. If you do not particularly want the 
King George to-morrow, will you allow her to bring out 
letters, and also, if the weather is moderate, to tow over two 
Flat-boats, which I could not bring over ? They are on board 
Captain Martin of theExperirace — at least, he has the manage- 
ment of them. In doing this, you will truly oblige your most 
affectionate, 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO captain RUSSEL, H.M. SLOOP GIER. 

[Aiitograpb, iu tli« possession of Thomas Russel, Esq.] 

Sir, Medusa, Attest IDtU, 1801. 

I send you dispatches for Renard, I believe you have got 
the signals of sails j^ecessary to point out the Vessel having 
dispatches to send, or appointed to receive. You will get the 
dispatches sent herewith on shore as soon as possible. I am. 
Sir, &c. Nelson and Bronte. 

Return the Fox directly, and I wish you could ascertain 
whether the French Vessels remain in Dunkirk Roads all 
night, as I could send my Flotilla to attack them. 

Signals I believe are — Ship, Mizen-topsail furled ; Brig, 
Fore-topsail furled ; Lugger, Mizen furled ; Cutter, Foresail 
down. 

PLAN OF ATTACK ON THE ENEMY’S FLOTILLA AT BOULOGNE. 

[From a Copy in the possession of tlie Higlit Hon. John Wilson Croker.] 

On booi’fl the Medusa, off Boulogne, irjth August, 1^01, 

Eight Flat Boats, with 8-inch howitzers, with a Lieutenant 
in each, and fourteen men, to be under the direction of 
Captain Conn.® Artillerymen to be in them, as arranged by 
Captain Brome. 

Six flat Boats, with 24-pounder carronades, with a Lieu- 
tenant in each, besides Seamen, and eight Marines, with the 
number of Boats hereafter specified, to be under the command 
of Captains Somerville, Cotgrave,® Jones,* and Parker. 

This force, under the direction of the four Captains before- 
mentioned, is to be divided into four Squadrons, consisting of 
Boats each ; and two Boats of each of those Divisions 
to be particularly allotted and prepared for the purpose of 
cutting the Enemy’s cable and sternfast, and to be furnished 
with stout hook-ropes, to be the more ready to take them in 
tow. The others are to attract the opponent Divisions, which 
is to be done at last quarter-flood, at the Pier-head. When any 

^ Captain Jolm Conn : he was Posted in 1802, commanded the Dreadnought at 
Trafalgar, and was drowmed by falling overboard, while Captain of the Swiftsure, in 
May 1810. 

• Captain Isaac Cotgi’avc wa.s Posted in April 1802, and w as for many years Agent 
for FreiicJi Prisoners at Plymouth. He died in ^814. 

* Captain Richai’d Jones, of the Diligence: he was a Lieutenant of the Defence 
at the Nile, and wa.<j then made a Commander. Captain Jones was Posted in April 
18<W, and died about 1820, 
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Boats have taken one Vessel, the business is not to be considered 
as finished; but a sufficient number being left to guard the Prize, 
the others are immediately to pursue the object, by proceeding 
on to the next, and so on, until the whole of the Flotilla be 
either taken, or totally annihilated ; forthere must not be the 
smallest cessation until their destruction is completely finished. 

The Boats from the Ships are to be armed with pikes, 
cutlasses, and tomahawks, except the Marines, who, as usual, 
are to have their muskets, bayonets, and cartouch-boxes filled 
with ammunition. Every Boat is to have a broad-axe well 
sharpened, and likewise a carcase, or other combustible, with 
a match, ready to set the Enemy’s Vessels on fire, should it 
be found impracticable to bring them off ; but if it is possible 
they are to be brought off. 

The First Division is to be under the direction of Captain 
Somerville, wlio is to attack the Enemy’s Vessels at the 
Eastern end, and to consist of the following Boats : — 

Flat Boats . . 2 

Leyden ... 4 Boats 

Eugenia ... 1 

Jamaica ... 2 

Nile .... 1 \ To assemble on board the Ley- 

Argus .... 1 ( den. 

Queen .... 1 I 

Antelope ... I 1 

* Total, 13. 

13 

Second Division, to be under Captain Parker, and to attack 
next to Captain Somerville : — 

Flat Boats . . 2 n 

Medusa ... 4 

Snipe . . • • 1 

Eclipse ... 1 

Venus (1) . . 1 

Queenborough .1 , , , 

Hecla .... 1 To assemble on board the Medusa. 

Hunter ... 1 

Hind .... 1 
Greyhound . . 1 

Minx .... 1 


15 > 


Total, 15. 
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Third Division, under Captain Cotgrave, to attack the 
Enemy with the following Boats, next to Captain Parker : — 


Flat Boats 
York . . 

Gannet 
Explosion . 
Ferret . . 

Lively . . 

Bruiser 
Providence 
Express • 
Ranger 
Lively . . 


2 ^ 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 


) To assemble on board the York. 


Total, 16. 


Fourth Division, under Captain Jones, to attack the Enemy 
with the following Boats, at their Westernmost part : — 


Flat Boat . 
Isis . . 

Diligence . 
Plumper . 
Cygnet . 
Dolphin . 
Sulphur . 
Renown . 
King George 
Active . . 
Stag . . 


l^ 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 ^ To assemble on board the Isis, 


1 

1 

1 

1 

14 


Total, 14. 


All the Boats remaining are to be in readiness, manned and 
armed, on board the different Ships and Vessels, to put off 
the moment the firing begins, that they may afford all the 
assistance in their power. 

The Revenue, Hired, and other fast-sailing Cutters, after 
the firing has commenced, are to keep close in shore, to be 
ready to tow the Enemy’s Vessels out, as they are captured. 

Captain Conn, who commands the Division of Howitzer- 
Boats, which are to assemble on 4;>oard the Discovery as soon 
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after Bunset as possible, is directed to put off the same time 
the signal is given for other Boats, and to row as near as pos- 
sible to the centre of the Pier-head, and when the attack is 
begun by us, or by the Enemy, he is to open his fire from the 
howitzers upon the batteries and camp. 

It is directed that each Division of Boats be formed into two 
Sub-divisions, and to be made fast to one another as close as 
possible. The Captain commanding the Division is to lead 
one, and any Lieutenant he pleases to appoint, the other. 

The Boats, are on no account to cut, or separate from one 
another, until they are close on board the Enemy. 

The Captains commanding the Divisions have permission to 
make any additional arrangements in the mode of attack they 
may think will more easily facilitate it, and the subordinate 
Officers are strictly directed to carry into execution, with the 
utmost alacrity and attention, all such orders as they may 
receive. The greatest silence is to be observed by all the 
people in the Boats, and the oars to be muffled. 

The Commandcr-in-Chief relies with the most perfect con- 
fidence on the unanimous exertions of the Officers and Men 
under his command, for the complete success of the enterprise. 

It is recommended that, at half-past ten, the Boats shall be 
manned, and at eleven o’clock by the watch, that the Divisions 
of Boats shall, by the signal of six lanterns, hung over the 
guns of the Medusa, put off, and row in the order prescribed 
under the Medusa’s stern, from whence they will start as soon 
as all are arrived. 

W atchword N elson. 

The Answer ..... Bronte. 

Nelson and Beonte. 

MEMORANDA FOR SHIPS. 

[Autogi-apli draught, in the possession of the Right lion. John Wilson Croker.J 

15th August, 1801. 

Jamaica’s Boats to go to the Leyden at Noon, and then the 
Jamaica, Gannet, and the three Gun Brigs, with Captain 
Rose, to resume their stations. 

Ten Revenue Cutters to be sent off at Noon to the east- 
ward, and not to approach the Road till after dark, or the 
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firing begins ; but they are to send their Boat^ manned and 
armed^ to the Ship directed. 

Captain Somerville to go to the Leyden, and arrange his 
Division ; Captain Cotgrave to the York, and Captain Jones 
to the Isis, 

Captain Bedford to send two of the Howitzer-Boats to the 
Discovery, calling alongside the Medusa for the two Boats’ 
crews. 

Captain Bedford to deliver three Howitzer-boats to the 
Isis. 

Nelson and Bronte, 

MEMORANDUM RESPECTING MEN IN THE DOCK- YARDS. 

[Autogi'apli draught, in the possession of the Right Hon. John Wilson Croker.] 

As men are wanted when the Enemy may aetually approach 
our Coast, 100 men under the Master Attendants, could bo 
fixed to man No. and 2 ; and 30, at least, good men, and 
very seldom in quarantine, can be had from the Lazarettos in 
Stangate Creek ; therefore Flat boats [unfinished, ’I 

Ardent — To go off Margate Sand, as stated in the Mem. 

Unite. 

Daphne. 

Serapis. 

Alliance. — Swab Way. 

Ruby, 64. 

Conflict. 

Monkey. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B, 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Medusa, oil’ Boulogne, August Kith, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I am sorry to tell you that I have not succeeded in bring- 
ing out or destroying the Enemy’s Flotilla moored in the 
mouth of the harbour of Boulogne. The most astonishing 
bravery was evinced by many of our Officers and men, and 
Captains Somerville, Cotgrave, and Parker, exerted them- 
selves to the utmost. We have l«st many brave Officers and 
men: upwards of 100 killed and wounded. Dear little 
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Painter, his thigh very much shattered; I have fears for his 
life. Langford shot through the leg. The loss has been 
heavy, and the object was great. The Flotilla, Brigs, and 
Flats, were moored by the bottom to the shore, and to each 
other with chains ; therefore, although several of them were 
carried, yet the heavy fire of musketry from the shore whicli 
overlooked them, forced our people to leave them, Avithout 
being able, as I am told, to set them on fire. No person can 
be blamed for sending them to the attack but myself; I knew 
the difficulty of the undertaking, therefore I ventured to ask 
your opinion. Your kind letter I received half an hour before 
the attack ; but, my dear Lord, although I disapprove of un- 
necessary consultations as much as any man, yet [being] close 
to the Admiralty, I should not feel myself justified in risking 
our Ships through the Channels of Flushing without buoys 
and pilots, without a consultation of such men as your Lord- 
ship, and also I believe you would think an order absolutely 
necessary; but that must stand fast, for both Leyden and 
Medusa have lost all their best men — none else, of coiu'se, 
being sent. 

Captain Somerville, Avho I never saw till a few days ago, 
showed all the courage and good conduct which was possible, 
and succeeded completely in the fighting part of the business. 
Conn, in the command of the Howitzer-Boats, did everything 
which was possible ; indeed all behaved well, and it Avas their 
misfortune to be sent on a service which the precautions of 
the Enemy rendered impossible to succeed in. After all this 
sorrow for me, my health is not improved ; my fever is Axry 
severe this morning, but believe me ever, my dear Lord, your 
obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

The Medusa cannot move till she gets some good men, 
nor, I believe, the Leyden. The Unite w^ould complete both 
these Ships, taking some Marines. This Ship has lost seven- 
teen killed, and thirty Avounded, with tAvo Lieutenants, Master, 
Mids, &c. Young Cathcart' behaved most exceedingly Avell; 

* Tbo rioiioimiblc AVilliam Catlictu*t, eblejjt son of AAMlliiun Sclinw, teiilb Lord 
Cathcau, j^fterwiu-ds General Earl Callicart, K/r. I le wius then an Ac ting I deiiteiiant ; 
and Captain Parker, in bis Oflicial Letter to l.ord Nelson, said— “ 1 feel myself at a- 
loss for \9ords to do justice to Ibe Ofticcrs and men oftbc ^fedusa wbo weie in the 
Poat with me, and to Lieutenant Liuigford, the Officers and crew of the same Ship, 

VOL. IV. H H 
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he saved Parker from either being killed or a prisoner, for 
every man in Parker’s Flat-boat being killed or wounded, and 
his Boat drifted from the Brig, alongside a Flat full of men. 
I shall write to the Admiralty, so soon as I get the reports. 


TO EVAN" NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTV. 


[Autograph, iu the Admiralty. Printed in the “London Gazette” of the IBth 
August, IBOl.] 


Medusa, off Boulogne, August 10th, 1801. 

Sir, 

Having judged it proper to attempt bringing off the Enemy’s 
Flotilla moored in the front of Boulogne, I directed the attack 
to be made by four Divisions of Boats for boarders, under 
the command of Captain Somerville, Cotgrave, Jones, and 
Parker, and a division of Howitzer Boats under Captain Conn. 
The Boats put off from the Medusa at half-past eleven o’clock 
last night, in the best possible order, and before one o’clock 
this morning, the firing began, and I had, from the judgment 
of the Officers and the zeal and gallantry of every man, the 
most perfect confidence of complete success ; but the darkness 
of the night, with the tide and half-tide, separated the Divi- 
sions; and from all not arriving at the same happy moment 
with Captain Parker, is to be attributed the failure of success. 
But I beg to be perfectly understood that not the smallest 
blame attaches itself to any person ; for although the Divisions 
did not arrive together, yet each (except the fourth Division, 
which could not be got up before day,) made a successful 
attack on that part of the Enemy they fell in with, and 
actually took possession of many Brigs and Flats, and cut 
tlieir cables; but many of them being aground, and the 
moment of the Battle’s ceasing on board them, the Vessels 
were filled with volleys upon volleys of musketry, the Enemy 


will) uobly seconded us in the Barge, until oil her crew were killed or woinided ; 
and to tlie Honourable Mr. Cathcai t, who commanded the Medusa’s Cutter, nud 
su.Htnineil tlie attack with the greatest intrepidity, until the desperate situation 1 
was left in obliged me to call him to the assistance of the sufferers in my Boat. 

“ "I'lie Flat Boat in which 1 was, being alongside, and as there was not 

an Officer or man left to govern her, must have fallen into the hands of the Enemy, 
had not Mr. Cathcart taken her in tow and carried her off.” (TiOiidon Gazette, 18th 
August, 18l»i.) This gallant young Oflic^* died, Captain of the Clorinde, at la- 
nmicft, on the Otli of June, 1804, aged twenty-two. 
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bein|f perfectly regardless of their own men, who must have 
suffered equally with us. It was therefore impossible to 
remain on board, even to burn them ; but allow me to say, 
who have seen much service this war, that more determined, 
persevering courage, I never witnessed, and that nothing but 
the impossibility of being successful, from the causes I have 
mentioned, could have prevented me from having to con- 
gratulate their Lordships. But although, in value, the loss of 
such gallant and good men is incalculable, yet in point of 
numbers it has fallen short of my expectations. I must also 
beg leave to state that greater zeal and ardent desire to dis- 
tinguish themselves by an attack on the Enemy, was never 
shown than by all the (Captains, Officers, and Crews of all the 
different descriptions of Vessels under my command. The 
Commanders of the Hunter and Greyhound, Revenue -Cutters, 
went in their Boats, in the most handsome and gallant manner, 
to the attack. Amongst the many gallant men wounded, I 
have, wuth the deepest regret, to place the name of my gallant, 
good friend and able assistant. Captain Edward T. Parker, 
also my Flag Lieutenant, Frederick Langford,^ who has served 
with me many years } they were wounded in attempting to 
board the French Commodore. 

To Captain Gore,'' of the Medusa, I feel the highest obliga- 
tions; and when their Lordships look at the loss of the 
Medusa on this occasion, they will agree with me, that the 
honour of my Flag, and the cause of their King and Country, 
could never have been placed in more gallant hands. Captain 
Bedford, of the Leyden, with Captain Gore, very handsomely 
volunteered their services to serve under a Master and Com- 
mander ; but I did not think it fair to the latter, and I only 
mention it to mark the zeal of those officers. From the 
nature of the attack, only a few prisoners were made ; a Lieu- 
tenant, eight seamen, and eight soldiers, are all they brought 
off. Herewith I send the report of the several Commanders 
of Divisions, and a return of killed and wounded. I have the 
honour to be, &c. Nelson and Bronte. 

Captain Somerville was the Senior Master and Commander 
employed. 

* Captain Frederick Langford; lie was made a Commander in ISOl, Posted in 
November 1800, and died about 1814. 

® Captain Gore, afterwards Vice-Admiral Sir Jolm Gore, G.C.ll. 

H H 2 
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AN ACCOUNT OP OFFICE^?, SEANIEN, AXD MARINES, KILLED 
AND WOUNDED, IN THE BOATS OF HTS MAJESTY’S SHIPS AND 
T ESSELS IN THE ATTACK OF THE FRENCH FLOTILLA MOORED 
BEFORE BOULOGNE, ON THE NIGHT OF THE 15TH AUGUST, 
1801. 


Killed. Wounded. 


Ships. 


1st Division. 

Leyden 

Eugenie 

Jaiuaiea 


2nd Division. 

Medusa ' 

Qiieenboioiigh ( Cutter ) 
Minx 


iJrd Divi.sion. 


York 


Gannet 
Ferreter . 
Providence 
Express . 
Explosion 
Discovery . 


Mid. 


20 I 15 

.5 

4 


10 IG 


0 

3 

a 

4 
2 

1 


I 


4ili Division. GG 44 14 84 ! 00 12<S 

None Killed or Wounded. 


NAMES OF OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED. 

/'Lieutenant Thomas Oliver 
1 . I Lieutenant Francis Dickenson . badly 

th Captain Young, of the Marines J 1- Wounded, 

ey en. I Francis Burney, Master’s Mate 
'Mr. Samuel Spratley, [Midshipman 
Eugenie. Mr. William Bussel, Acting Lieut. Wounded. 

( Mr. Alexander Rutherford, Master s 

Mate Killed. 

Lieutenant Jeremiah Skelton . . Wounded. 
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/Mr. William Gore, Midship man . , 

Mr. William Bristow, Midshipman 1 ' ® ’ 
Captain Edward Tliombrough Parker, 

Lord Nelson’s Aid-de-Camp . 

Medusa. { Lieutenants Charles Pelley, and Fre- ^ 

derick Langford >Wounded. 

Mr. William Kirby, Master . . . 

The Honourable Anthony Maitland,* 
Midshipman ^ 

Y rk i Midshipman .... Killed. 

^ * (Mr. Brown, Gunner Wounded. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Mcdu.sii, August lOtb, 1801. 

Mr. Richard Wilkinson, Commander of the Greyhound Re- 
venue Cutter, wounded; and one Seaman, belonging to the 
Greyhound, likewise wounded. 


TO EN AN NEPEAN, ESQ., AJJ3J1KALTV. 

' Original, in the Atlmirahy..] 

^leiliisa, Downs, I'ah August, 1801. 

Sir, 

I beg you will be pleased to acquaint their Lordships that 
I arrived at this anchorage last night, and that his Majesty’s 
Ship Leyden arrived this morning. The Dart, Otter, and 
Savage joined me here. I enclose you the defects of the 
Savage ; and, with their Lordships’ approbation, I will order 
her to Sheerness to be repaired, if it is possible to be done. I 
am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Now lloar-Admirnl the lloiionrable Sir Anthony Muillamt, K.C.M.G. andC^B., 
^vlio commanded Uic Glasgow at Algiers, in 1810. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. A'INCENT, K.B. 

[Aiitogi'ttiili in llie possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Poi-lier, Bart., G.C.B.] 

Medusa, Downs, August 17tli, IBOl. 

My dear Lord, 

I send you Captain Somerville’s account of a young man,® 
who is wounded, acting in a real vacancy on board the Eugenie 
(a miserable tool), who behaves exceedingly well, and has 
passed his examination. He is deserving of a Commission. 
Also, I send a memorandum of Captain Bedford’s for a young 
man • of his. He is willing to take him in the Leyden, Ever 
yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. 301.] 

l<th to lOtli August, 1801. 

Most Secret. 

My dear Lord, 

I have real thoughts of attaching the Enemy at Flushing, 
if it be possible to be done, the moment Leyden and Medusa 
arc manned. In that event I must run great risk, and only 
beg to be supported in case of failure, p.m. I find by Captain 
Owen’s letters off Flushing, three days ago, that all the Dutch 
Vessels have moved lower down the Docrlog Channel, evi- 
dently to defend it : I will go and look at them ; but attack I 
cannot, without Pilots, nor without sanction. I own I shall 
never bring myself again to allow any attack to go forward, 
where I am not personally concerned ; my mind suffers much 
more than if I had a leg shot off in this late business. I am 
writing between poor Parker and Langford ; therefore I must 
beg great indulgences, only believe that I will do my utmost: 
I am ready to assist the good Cause, and have no other view 
in my mind. Had our force arrived, as I intended, ’twas not 


* Mr. Williftm Bussel, Acting Lieutenmit of the Eugenic : he was pn)iiiotc<l 
on the following <1ji>. 

” .Folm Little; he was also promoted on the JSth August. Both Ihese Officers 
were still Lieutenants in ISli, * 
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all fhe chains in France that could have prevented our folks 
from bringing off the whole of the Vessels. 

August 18th. — To-night seven Howitzer-Boats will be at 
work on them, and if we can get the Commodore’s Brig at the 
Harbour’s mouth on fire, many of them will be burnt. Captain 
Conn, whom you got promoted, has, under Captain Ferrier,^ 
the entire direction of this business ; and a more zealous, de- 
serving Officer never was brought forward. Captain Ferrier 
you do not know ; therefore it becomes me to tell you, that 
his Ship is in the very first order, and that he is a man of 
sense, and as steady as old Time himself : I am much pleased 
witli., his regularity and punctuality. Every one speaks of 
Captain Somerville’s coolness and gallant conduct. I would 
not, for the world, have even my dear Parker promoted at the 
expense of Captain Somerville, who was an entire stranger to 
me. Believe me, my dear Lord, I have no interest but for 
the Public service. I am fixed to look at Flushing, and pre- 
pared to attack it, if the Pilots can be persuaded to take 
Leyden up ; if it be within the pale of possibility, it shall be 
attempted. My dear Parker is, I fear, in a very bad way. 

August 19th. — I believe Calais could be bombarded, but do 
you think it is an object ? I should not like the Bombs to go 
without me. Heavy sea, sick to death — this sea-sickness I 
shall never get over. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE SQUADRON. 

[From the “Naval Chronicle,” vol. vi. p. 100.] 

Medusa, Downs, August Iv^lli, [1801.] 

Vice-Admiral Lord Nelson has the greatest satisfaction in 
sending to the Captains, Officers, and men under his com- 
mand, that were employed in the late attempt on the Enemy’s 
Flotilla off Boulogne, an Extract® of a Letter which he has 

’’ Captain John Ferrier: he became a Rear Admiral in I8l0, niul died an Admiral 
of the Blue between ISill and 1H,‘10. 

* “ It is not given to us to commHnd success. \our 1.ordslii)>, and the gallant 
Officers and men under your orders, nn>st certainly (leserxe it; and I eaniiot sulli- 
ciently express my admiration of the zeal and persexering courage >\ith Mhich this 
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received from the First Lord of the Admira]tj5 not only ap- 
proving of their zeal and persevering courage, but bestowing 
the highest praise on them. 

The Vice-Admiral begs to assure them that the Enemy will 
not have long reason to boast of their security ; for he trusts 
ere long to assist them in person in a way which will com- 
pletely annihilate the whole of them. Lord Nelson is con- 
vinced, that if it had been possible for man to have brought 
the Enemy’s Flotilla out, the men that were employed to do 
so would have accomplished it. The moment the Enemy 
have the audacity to cast off the chains which fix their Vessels 
to the ground, that moment Lord Nelson is well persuaded 
they will be conducted by his brave followers to a British 
Port, or sent to the bottom. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIiN' Ri;SSEL, II.M. SLOOP GlElt, 

[Autognipli, in the possession of Thomsis Russel, Kstj.] 

^fetlusa, Downs, August 18tli, IMUL. 

Sir, 

I am very sorry to hear of the escape of the Enemy from 
Dunkirk into C^dais. I believe yourself, and every Officer 
under you, kept as good a look-out as was possible ; but you 
may be sure they passed inside of you. (’an Calais Mole be 
bombarded with the chance of destroying these Vessels ? Let 
me know your opinion, and you must now look out that they 
do not escape from Calais. lias not the Repulse Revenue 
Cutter joined you ? I sent her two days ago. I am Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


giillaut enterprise whs followed up, lamculing most sineerely the loss sustained in 
it. Tlic manner in wliicli the Kncniy’s Flotilla was made fast to the giound, and 
to each other, could not have been foreseen. The highest praise is due to your 
Lordship, and all under your command who were actors in this gallant attempt. I 
am, &c., St. Vixcent.” 
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TO LADY HAMILTON. 


[Extracts from “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Ilamiltoii,'’ vol. i. p. 4.8.] 

.Deal, August 18th, IHOI. 

I have this morning been attending the Funeral of two 
young Mids : a Mr. Gore, cousin of Captain Gore, and a Mr. 
Bristow.® One nineteen, the other seventeen years of age. 
Last night, I was all the evening in the Hospital, seeing that 
all was done for the comfort of the poor fellows. I am going 

on board I shall come in the morning, to sec Parker, 

and go on board again directly You ask me what 

Troubridge wrote me ? There was not a syllable about you 
in it. It was about my not coming to London ; at the im- 
portance of which, I laughed ; and then he said, he should 
never venture another opinion. On which, I said — ^ Then I 
shall never give you one.’ This day, he has wrote a kind 
letter, and all is over. I have, however, wrote him, in my 
letter of this day as follows — viz. ^ And I am, this moment, 
as firmly of opinion as ever, that Lord St. Vincent and your- 
self should have allowed of my coming to Town for my own 
affairs ; for, every one knows, I left it without a thought of 
myself.’ .... But this business cannot last long, and I 
hope we shall have Peace; and I rather incline to that opinion. 

. . . . I have wrote a line to Troubridge about Darby. 
Parker will write you a line of thanks, if he is able. I trust 
in God, he will yet do well ! You ask me, my dear Friend, if 
I am going on more Expeditions ? And, even if I was to 
forfeit your friendship, which is dearer to me than all the 
world, I can tell you nothing. For, I go out ; [if] I see the 
Enemy, and can get at them, it is my duty : and you would 
naturally hate me, if I kept back one moment. I long to pay 
them, for their tricks t’other day, the debt of a drubbing, 
which, surely. I’ll pay : but iclien, where, or how, it is impos- 

® “ Lonl Nelson followed their bodies to the ground with eight Capliiins of the 
^*^7) preceded by «, file of Marines, who fired three vollies over the place of their 
iutcrnieut ; an immense crowd of spectators were present to witness this last tribute 
of respect to the memory of two gallant young Olliecrs, who were an ornament to 
that Profession in which they so nobly fell. 11 is Lordship was Kcnsihly ntfected 
during the funeral, and ^Vas sceii to shed tears."— Chronidv^ vol. vi. 17*4. 
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sible, your own good sense must tell you, for me or mortal 
man to say. I shall act not in a rash or hasty manner, that 
you may rely, and on which I give you my word of honour. 

Nelson and Bbonte. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

Medusa, Downs, August 21st, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you two letters and a Note from General Dumourier.^ 
What weight to put upon them you know best. Had our 
Boats, in my late attempt, arrived at the same moment, the 

* The two Letters alluded to are hi the Nelson Papers. The Note alluded to iu 
the first of these Letters has not been found : 

“Ottensen par Altona le 0 Aoust, 1801. 

“ Mon cher Nelson, mon heroique aini, vous devcz avoir troiivc deux on trois do 
ines lettres a votre aiTivee a Loudres. Je desire avoir proinptement des nouvelles do 
votre pretieuse saute; vous ctes encore neeessaire a votre Patrie, et il scrait ties 
heiireux qu’elle put vous multiplier, main vos copies ue sout pas aussi hcureuses 
qiie foriginal. Je ne suis pas assez fort dans votre langue pour vous epargner 
aiijoiird'lnii la peine de me lire eii Praiicais. Us s’agit de matii-res tr^s serieuscs 
dll salut de votre Patrie et de TFairope; je eoiisigne duns la note ci jointe mes 
inquietudes, et e’est a vous quo je Tadresse ; faites cn Tusttge que vous croirez utile ; 
et ajoutez iin pen de contianee a mon experience et a mes meditations. P’aites mes 
tendres comi>liments ii Lord Witworth ; je suis peuetie pour Ini d’amitic et de re- 
connaissance, quoiqu'il m’ait oublic. 

“J’aibeaucoupdtudie pendant 20 aiis la matierc de cette note; alors e’etait eomme 
militaire Fnin^ais que j’etudiais les moyeiis de descendre survos cotes, a present iin 
intciet plus noble nous unit a la meme cause, celle des Ilois, de la Religion, des 
Moiiirs et des Loix. Leur sort, celui de I'FiUrope entien*, est attache uu salut de 
votre Patrie, soyez la caution du desir que j’ai d’y contribuer. A cet interet general 
sc joint celui de la tendre amitic qiii m’unit a vous pour la vie. 

“ Du Mourikz. 

“P.S. — Qu’oune premie pas rcchaiigesur les points d’attaqiie ; I’esptice d’ombiir 
cations qui composent la flotille ii’est propre qu’a traverser lu Manebe, et ne prut 
servir ni pour TKcosse ni pour ITrlande.” 

“Ottensen par Altona, No. le 11 Aoust, iSOl. 

“ Mon beroiqiie ami, loreque je vous ai ecrit ma lettre dii [0*"®] , j’igiiorais quo vous 
fussiez charge de la defense navale de votre Patrie; j’en fais mon compliment autuiit 
a votre Nation qu’a vous meine. Souvenez vous du desir que vous rn’avez tciaoign6 
de m’avoir pour votre fr^rc d’amies. Cc ii’est pas contre ma patrie que je desire de les 
porter, mais contre ses usurpateurs et scs tyrans. Vons aurez trouve ma note iin 
portante, et vous raiircz ccrtaincmeut eommuniqiiec cl votre miiiist^re. Flh' 
demandcrait dcs details que je ne pourraia donner quo de bouebe, sur la carte, ct 
encore mieux sur le terrain. Si on le jngeftit utile, vous pourriez m’envoyer eber 
cher par line frigate; je paitirais j’arriverais de mcme; on pourrait m’ai*' 
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whole would have come over to our shores. Our loss is triftiug, 
all circumstances considered, I purpose looking at Flushing, 
and if it is possible, I will go up and attack the Ships in that 
Road ; but I fear no Pilots will take charge of our Ships, and 
it is a melancholy thing when the honour of our Country is 
obliged to be submitted to a man of that class. Lord St. 
Vincent tells me he hates Councils, so do I between Military 
men ; for if a man consults whether he is to fight, when he 
has the power in his own hands, it is certain that his opinion is 
against fighting ; but that is not the case at present, and I own 
I do want good council. Lord St. Vincent is for keeping 
the Enemy closely blockaded ; but I sec that they get along 
shore inside their Sandbanks, and under their guns, which 
line the Coast of France. Lord Hood is for keeping our 
Squadrons of Defence stationary on our own shore, (except 
light Cutters, to give information of every movement of the 
Enemy ;) for the time is approaching when a gale of westerly 
wind will disperse our light Squadrons. Under Dungencss, 
Downs, Margate Roads and Iloscly Bay arc good stations. 
When men of such good sense, such great Sea Officers, differ 
so widely, is it not natural that I should wish the mode of 
defence to be well arranged by the mature consideration of 
men of judgment ? I mean not to detract from my judgment ; 
even as it is, it is well known : but I boast of nothing but my 
zeal ; in that I will give way to no man upon earth. With 
every sentiment of respect, regard, and esteem, believe me, 
my dear Sir, your most obliged and obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


ranger im logonient hors de Londres, ou luen jc me tiendrnis nnpres dc vons pour 
vons seconder, €t eii rendant service a votre Patrie ct a inon ami Nelson, je pourrnis 
hater Ic moment de renverscr iin goiiveriieinent qui renversern tons les antres s’il 
dure. 

“On vient de rnc eommnniquer line lettre d’lin cai»itaine d’nnc des fregales de la 
tlottc dc Brest. II dit qiie toute la fiotte se pourvoitde vivres pour«ix a sept mois 
cc qui suxiposerait uii voyage de longeoiirs. Peut-ctre est elle dcstiii<5e, eii tout ou 
en partie, a rexpeditioii de I’liule, qui avail etc aiTangee il y a deux ans pour I’Amiral 
Vilhuct. Si cette ftotte, ou une de ses divisions, va dans I'lnde, e'est pour prendre 
posftession de Goa, et vons eiilever ou Ic Cap, ou Ceilan ; ce pout etre reellement une 
destination Heconduire, en cas que Boiiapai’te perde I’espoir de la descente en Angle - 
terre. II faut pourvoir k tout, sans faux ealeiil. 

“ J’attends incesaamment dc vos noiivelles, ct je comptc sur votre omitie comme 
vous pouvez comptez sur la mienne. Farewell, and be happy. 

d:* 
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Last night, at seven o’clock, there was fired fi'oin Dunkirk 
and Boulogne a feu de joic. 

Your kind letter of the 19tli, I have just received. Captain 
Parker, I have great hopes, will in time do well. His thigh 
is broken in two places, and so high up, that if it does not 
unite, it cannot be amputated. All the rest of the wounded 
are doing full as well as could be expected. I beg you will 
accept my warmest thanks for your letter. Your kind appro- 
bation of my endeavours must be very pleasing to me. 


TO CAPTAIN OWEN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Medusa, Dowus, August ‘^Ord, 1801. 

Sir, 

The moment the men arrive from for the Leyden 

and Medusa, which I hope will be this day, I shall come im- 
mediately off Flushing ; and, from your account that I can 
get at the Enemy, it is my intention to proceed, with all the 
force with me, up either the Welling Channel or the Denloo, 
as you shall point out, from your knowledge, as the most 
proper. On this side I can get no Pilots, who will take 
charge without the buoys being placed ; but I rejoice that you 
have got some who can lead us the right Channel. You will 
keep all your Vessels ready for action, and join me yourself 
the moment I get sight of you, that not a moment may be lost 
after my arrival. Perhaps you have people with you who can 
place Vessels where the buoys used to be l 3 dng ; if so, we can 
hoist single and double flags to mark the Channel. I anj, 
Sir, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

♦ TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMiHALTV. 

[Original, in the Admiralty, and “London Cazetle” of 20th August, 1801.] 

Medusa, Downs, August 2?hd, IbOl. 

Sir, 

Herewith I transmit you two letters, which I have received 
from Captains Rose and Sarradit^e,^ gluing me an account of 

• Captain George Sariadinc: he died a Commander in ISOO. 
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the Boats of the several Vessels under their orders having 
burnt a quantity of pitch, tar, and turpentine, destroyed 
three Gun-boats, took two Launches, and a Flat-boat about 
forty-five feet long, and eighteen or twenty wide, mounted 
with one brass 8-inch howitzer : this Boat sunk astern of the 
Hound. The business on the part of our Boats was conducted 
with much spirit; and much praise is due to Lieutenant 
Agassiz* of the Hound, and Lieutenant le Viscont* of the 
Jamaica, for their brave example on this occasion. I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


MEJIORANDUM. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Mednsft, Downs, August, 

Enclosed to the Commissioners of the Customs two letters 
which I hfid received from Lieutenant Sayers, commanding the 
Express, respecting spirits which he had seized on board the 
Brig Williams, belonging to , in Cornwall, and stated the 
conduct of the Tide Surveyor at Deal as highly reprehensible 
(in my opinion) for not acquainting Lieutenant Sayers when 
he took the spirits out of the Brig, and for saying that the 
Vessel could be done nothing to, in consequence of her having 
a regular clearance from the Port where she took in her cargo 
of iron. In my opinion she ought to have been detained, to 
answer for having the spirits on board her. 


TO ADMIRAL LUTWIDGE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Major Lntwidge.] 

Medusa, West Capel, August Uth, ISOl. 

My dear Admiral, 

Six Pilots say that it is impossible, without buoys or 
beacons, for our Ships to go to Flushing ; and that if all the 

* Lieutenant lames John Charles Agas.siz: he was made a Commander in April 
1S02, and retired as a I* os t Captain in SeptemluM- 1S41). 

* Lieutenant Philip le Viscont : he was wounded, while a Midsliipman of the 
Monarch, at Copenhagen, and was made a Lieutenant in the following month. In 
IHIO, he was promoted I'o the rank of Commander. 
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buoys and beacons were as usual, that we could not return 
without a fair wind and flowing water. Had I known as 
much before I sailed from the Downs, I would not have come 
such a wild-goose chase ; but Captain Owen is close to us, 
and I shall know all Captain Owen’s ideas. His zeal, I am 
afraid, has made him overleap sandbanks and tides, and laid 
him aboard the Enemy ; but I must clear away these little 
obstacles before I can give him scope for intentions. I admire 
his desire, and could join most heartily in it ; but we can- 
not do impossibilities, and I am as little used to find out the 
impossibles as most folks; and I think I can discriminate 
between the impracticable and the fair prospect of success. 
I have seen Captain Owen, and find it as I suppose. Ever 
yours faithfully, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.D. 

[From Clarke and M‘^ArtUiir, vol. ii. p. 301.] 

My dear Lord, At Sea, ‘21th Angnst, 1801. 

I weighed from the Downs : sending, after we were under 
sail, for old Yawkins,’’ a knowing one. I examined him and some 
others, separately, respecting Flushing ; and I find that it is 
a very difficult thing to take any Ship of sixteen feet draught 
of water up there, and without the marks, almost impossible. . . 
The French have expected me at Flushing every day ; there- 
fore X look upon the attempt to be out of the question. I 
shall have a stout Sciuadron under Dungencss, which is a 
station far preferable to the Downs, both for watching the 
Enemy and as a safe anchorage, and perfectly sure of getting 
at them, if they approach that part of the Kingdom. It ap- 
pears that the Enemy, whether they lie below Flushing or 
abreast of it, can quit their anchorage any moment, and go 
up inside the Dog Sand, where we cannot follow them. I am 
convinced, from what I hear, that the thing is not to be done ; 
but if the weather be favourable to-morrow, I will look at 
them in a Cutter. Captain Owen is an Officer of great zeal, 
and wished to have removed all obstacles to get at the Enemy. 


* Master of the King Gedige Hired Cutter. 
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I n4ver heard of more firmness than was shown by the good 
and gallant Captain Somerville. I felt much in sending an 
Officer who has a wife and eight children, all dependent on 
his life. Although he has not reported himself injured, yet I 
fear he has suffered in his head, by the bow-gun of a Brig 
that was fired over him. Your handsome letter will confirm, 
to the Officers and the men, when sent on necessary yet 
dangerous duty, that at least the First Lord of the Admiralty 
values their exertions, although success may not crown their 
endeavours. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO F.VAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph, in the Admiralty.] 

Medusa, off West Capel, August 1801. 

Sir, 

I sailed from the Downs on Sunday, and off the North 
Foreland was joined by the Squadron from Margate, making 
in the whole, when united off West Capel, thirty Sail, from 
sixty-four guns to fourteen, including three Bombs and three 
Fire-vessels. From my consultation with the Pilots on Sun- 
day afternoon, I had not much hopes of being able to get at 
the Enemy, supposing they lay even below Flushing; and 
yesterday afternoon, upon a further consultation with the 
Pilots, I found that the attempt would be improper, for there 
were so many ifs necessary to bring us out again, that I gave 
the matter up. But further, to satisfy my own mind, I this 
morning went on board the King George Hired Cutter, Mr. 
Yawkins, Master, who carried me up the Welling Channel, 
four or five leagues from our Ships, and near three from the 
Enemy ; the tide running strong up, and the wind falling, it 
was necessary to get out again. From this distant observation 
of Captain Gore and myself, with the local knowledge of Mr. 
Yawkins, I believe that the Enemy’s whole force consisted of a 
Ship of the Line, Dutch, French Frigate, another small Ship, 
and two or three Brigs laying close to the Town of Flushing, 
and abreast of it ; which position being likewise abreast of 
the Dog Sand, would render a successful attack almost im- 
possible, for even supposing ourselves able to get alongside 
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the Enemy, they could whenever they pleased, with the flood 
tide, cut their cables and retreat towards the Ramakins, and 
leave us with the impossibility of anything else than silencing 
the fire from Flushing. Under these circumstances, I hesitated 
not one moment to direct the Ships and Vessels with me to 
proceed to the several stations assigned them, which I [cannot] 
have the honour to transmit, without acquainting their Lordr 
ships that I cannot but admire Captain Owen’s zeal in his 
anxious desire to get at the Enemy, but under all the circum- 
stances whictfl have stated, I could not think myself justifiable 
in acting against my own judgment. I have the honour to 
be, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ„ ADIMIRALTV. 

[Origintil, in the Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Downs, ‘28th August, 1801. 

Sir, 

I am to request that you will be pleased to lay before the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the enclosed letter 
which I received from Lieutenant Sayes, Commanding Ili.s 
Majesty’s Advice-boat Express ; and at the same time move 
their Lordships to grant an additional number of men to the 
said Vessel; for, her yards being so square and her breadth 
great, that I perfectly agree with the Lieutenant that thirty 
men arc not sufficient to manage her ; she ought, at least, to 
have a Cutter’s complement. I am, Sir, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO GEORGE SMITH, ESQ., GAMER, KENT. 

[Autograph, in the possession of his Son, William Masters Smith, of Camrr, Esq,^ 

Deal, August 511st, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I shall always be happy when it is in my power to do any- 
thing you wish me, when I recollect that we are twenty- 
five years’ acquaintance,* and that although we have scarcely 
ever met, yet through the medium of our joint and excellent 


» Vide vol. i. p. 30. 
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friend Locker^ whose memory I shall revere to the last moment 
of my life — we have never lost sight of each other in life. 

I have inquired how the farm goes on, I know you have heard 
how my carcase has fared. 

You know enough of the Sea service to be sensible that 
some expenses must attend Mr. Feilding’s son'^, and at (I hope) 
the close of a war it should be considered well the putting a 
lad to sea ; however, if the lad comes, you may rely that I shall 
have great pleasure in doing every kind thing for him. I shall 
never forget our visit to Mr. Feilding, and I beg, my dear 
Sir, that you will ever believe me, your most obliged and 
obedient, Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., SWANLAND HOUSE, MORPETH, 
[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

August 31st, 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

Many thanks for your truly kind letter of 22nd. Dear 
Parker is as well as can be expected ; but whether he is to 
live or die, or whether he ever will be able to walk again, even 
the Surgeons cannot tell. He has youth on his side, and 
that is all that can be said for him. Your conduct respecting 
the Head-money is like yourself, and therefore unlike any 
other Agent for Prizes. I am sure the Captors’^ are obliged to 
you for getting so much Head money, for them ; and I suppose 
the value of the Ship and stores, and brass cannon will be 
paid for. On the subject of brass guns, I suppose near thirty 
have been saved ; and as they are worth £400 or £500 a piece, 
they must be looked after. In every Ship I hear they have 
brass guns ; it will come to be plunder, if not looked after. 
Captain Hancock, of the Cruizer Sloop, landed two at Yar- 
mouth, and perhaps has others on board. The Arrow, Cap- 
tain Brodie, has, I am told, five on board; Captain Dixon, 
of the Kamilics, had eighteen on board; and other Ships 
had guns. Wc ought to have saved £70,000 worth of brass, 

’ Mr, Henry Feildiiig, the son of the Reverend Allen Feilding, son of the 
Author of “ Toni Jones,*' Mr. Henry Feilding did not eiit^'r the IsAvy ; And he is 
now Rector of Bleaii, near Canterbury', 

• At Copenhagen. 

VOL. IV. I I 



482 LETTERS. [1801. 

and at least two Sail of the Line^ more than we did : but that 
is past 

I agree with you, and all my friends, that this is not a ser- 
vice for me, beyond the moment of alarm ; but I am used 
and abused; and so far from making money, I am spending 
the little I have. I am after buying a little Farm at Mer- 
ton — the price ^9000 ; I hope to be able to get through it. 
If 1 cannot, after all my labour for the Country, get such a 
place as this, I am resolved to give it all up, and retire for 
life. I am aware none of the Ministry care for me, beyond 
what suits themselves; but my belief is that we shall have 
Peace. Sir William and Lady Hamilton are with me, and 
Mrs. Nelson. They join with me in kindest respects to you 
and Mrs. Davison, and to the children, and ever believe me, 
my dear Davison, your most obliged and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BERRY, II. M. SHIP RUBY, HOSELY 
BAY, SUFFOLK. 

rAutoprnpb, in the possession of Lady Bony.] 

Amtizon, Downs, September ^ml, 1801. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

Many thanks for your letter, and I am glad that Hosely Bay 
has been so pleasant to you; but as you are not under my 
command, I cannot insure your remaining there. You have 
done well to keep my scolding letter from the Commander of 
the Eagle, Revenue Cutter. Not one Sea-Fencible has come 
forth from either Kent or Sussex. The establishment of them 
was originally bad ; for no man liable to be impressed should 
have been enrolled, unless they had large families. The 
threat of Invasion is still kept up, and the French are trying 
to make their grand collection of Boats at Boulogne ; but I 
find it difficult to believe that they can ever get half-way over. 
Many thanks for your kind inquiries about Parker. He is 
easy, comfortable, and cheerful ; but I shall never believe he 
will get well till I see him walking. Langford has some 
pieces of bone coming from hm leg, but it is in a feir way. 
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Dart is off Dieppe. Sir William, Lady Hamilton, and 
Mr. Nelson, are staying a few days with me, which enlivens 
Deal. I trust we are on the eve of Peace. Ever believe 
me, my dear Sir Edward, yoiir most affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Downs, 2nd September, 

Sir, 

I beg you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that the Diligence, and the other 
Vessels stationed off Cape Grisnez, were obliged to put into 
the Downs this morning in consequence of the strong west 
wind ; and, from Captain Jones’s account I am apprehensive 
that every Ship and Vessel stationed to the westward, on the 
opposite Coast, will also be under the necessity of doing the 
same. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRAITY. 

[Autograph, in the Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Downs, 1th September, 1801. 

Sir, 

I enclose herewith two letters from the the Pilots of the 
Galgo and Gier Sloops, and one from Captain Russel, and I 
have made it my business to get information to form my 
opinion, and it is — the Ships cruizing between West Capel 
and Dunkirk, if the wind sets in at N.W., the tides, both 
flood and ebb, for half the tides set on the shore — therefore, 
if it comes to blow to close reefed topsails, none of our Square- 
rigged Vessels can beat off the shore, and have only to tnist 
to their anchors and cables, and I much fear we should lose 
our Gun-brigs and the Sloops of War made from the Whitby 
Ships : therefore, I submit to their Lordships whether [as to] 
the Squadron under Captain Owen, [he] should not have 
latitude to bring his Squadron collectively into Margate Roads 
on the appearance of blowing weather, leaving a Cutter or two 

Ii2 
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to look out to give him information. The watching of Calais 
effectually, is worse in the winter months than off Flushing ; 
for I am told, with the wind at N. W. blowing, that hardly 
any Ship can beat out of the Bay. Boulogne and Dieppe 
likewise lay in bights; and if they are closely watched to 
prevent the passage alongshore, and are liable to the same 
objection, therefore I am of opinion, and submit to their 
Lordships’ better judgment, that care should be taken to keep 
our Squadrons compact and in good order, under the same 
Commanders as at present, or changed as circumstances may 
require ; under Dungeness to be the principal Station. Wal- 
mer Roads and Margate Roads, to keep Cutters on the look 
out off the stations on the French Coast. In fine weather 
our Squadrons to go out and show themselves, but never to 
risk either being crippled or drove into the North Seas : thus 
we shall always be sure of an effective force, ready to act 
whenever the occasion calls for it ; and with the large force 
their Lordships have appointed for the protection of our 
Coast, if it is kept in order, I do not see how the Enemy can 
with impunity put into the Channel. But I submit ray opinion 
with deference, never having been used to the service of the 
North Seas, and this part of our Channels. I have the honour 
to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

With this last little breeze all our Vessels are full of wants, 
and the old Gun-brigs, in bad weather, seriously feel their 
heavy guns. 

TO ADMIRAL THE FwVRL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[ From Clarke find M'Arthur, vol. ii. p. 

0th September, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

Many thanks for your high opinion of me, expressed in 
your letter of this day. Worn out I shall soon be ; and, it 
here, why, then I shall be totally unfit for the Mediterranean 
command. Parker suffers very much to-day, and I am very 
low. I am, &c.. 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO KVAN NEPKAN, ESQ., ADMllVAETY. 

[Autograph, in the possession of the Right lion. John Wilson Croker.J 

Amazon, Downs, September 0th, 1801. 

Sir, 

I send you a paper, and a note at the bottom. I have 
answered Mr. Hill’s note,^ and it will be in London on Tues- 
day morning. If their Lordships think it proper to save me 
from such letters, they will be pleased to send proper people 
to take up whoever comes for Mr. Hill’s letter. 1 have franked 
it with the following direction : — 

“ Mr. Hill, 

To be left at the Post-Office till called for.” 

I am. Sir, your most obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MR. IIILl. 

[Lettpr Book.] 

Amazon, Downs, 6th September, 1601- 

Mr. Hill, 

Very likely I am unfit for my present command, and when- 
ever Government change me, I hope they will find no difficulty 
in selecting an Officer of greater abilities; but you will, 1 
trust, be punished for threatening my character. But I have 
not been brought up in the school of fear, and, therefore, care 
not what you do. I defy you and your malice. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADAURALI V* 

[ Originnl, in the Admiralty, j 

Amazon, Dowii!?, <th September, 1801. 

Sir; 

i have the honour to transmit you herewith, a letter 
which I have received from Captain Owen, of the Nemesis, 

’ Lord Nelson had received n paper entitled, IiomarKs by u Sejimaii on the At 
tack at Boulogne,” coutaiiiing severe sirieuircs on Lord Nelson’s Official Dispatch ; 
to which was added, “Should Lord Nelson wish the enclosed not to be insertbd in 
the Newspapers, he will please to enclose hy return of Tost a hunk note of £100, Xo 
Mr, Iliilj to be left at the Post Office till calltMl for, London.” 
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giving an account of the sailing of a Dutch sixty-four from 
Flushing, and of her arrival at Goeree. I am well convinced 
that Captain Owen has done everything in his power to pre- 
vent the Enemy from putting to sea ; but from the late bad 
weather, he was not able to keep his station off West Capeh 
1 am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

September 7th, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

The Dutch sixty-four is got from Flushing to Goeree, but no 
blame attaches itself to Captain Owen ; I suppose both 
Agamemnon and Asia were also blown off their stations. 
The wind now blows very hard at N.E. Dear Parker is very 
low to-day, but nothing will surprise me : I never had much 
hopes. Langford is suffering much pain. Ever, my dear 
Lord, your affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I hope, for the sake of the world, that Mr. Hill will be 
caught. For myself I defy him, and all the rest of the 
envious crew. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bait.» G.C.B.'I 

September 8th, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

You know Captain Conn’s worth : therefore, I will only 
say, that if he cannot get promotion by being made Sir Thomas 
Graves’ Captain, which Graves would be very glad of, then 
that he may have either the Swallow, Scout, or Utile, which 
will be commissioned in a few days. Of course, he is 
desirous of getting a good Ship, and really he deserves what- 
ever can be done for a very able Officer. I am ever, my dear 
Lord, your most affectionate, ^ 


Nelson and Bronte. 
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1 have this moment received your letter about Captain 
Foley of the Marines ; you are right to take care of your own 
first. He is a very good man^ or I would not have mentioned 
his name. You will wish me at the Devil : Mr. Collet was 
Gunner of the Captain on the 14th February, and is so now. 
Your Lordship gave him the Prince George. By Sir Charles 
Thompson’s desire he was removed back to the Captain, 
to please a friend of Thompson’s. The Admiralty, by letter 
from Mr. Nepean, promised me a Second-Rate for him. 
His son has served all the War in the Agamemnon and 
Captain — has passed, as by enclosed letter. The father is an 
excellent Officer ; the son a good young man : ® I presume 
not, my dear Lord, to say more. Troubridge tells me, he 
fears you were not well yesterday, which makes me sorry. 
Cheer up, and be well. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 
[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

September Otli, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

Young Walpole, who was placed by Admiral Pole, third 
Lieutenant of the Amazon, has not yet received his confirmed 
Commission, which makes him a little uneasy. I shall be 
obliged to your Lordship to direct its being sent down to 
Deal, which will much oblige your affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I hope you are better. 


TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., ROSSIE CASTLE. 


[Autogi’aph, in the possession of Horatio Ross, Esq., the sou and heir alluded to 
in this Letter.] 


Aiiiiizun, Downs, September l‘2tb, 1801. 

My dear Friend, 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the birth of a son and 
heir, and from my heart I wish all the wealth and happiness 
you possess, and all the honours which have fallen to my lot, 


* A Mr. Isaac Charles Smith Collcit, probably the Midshipman alluded to, wr'^ 
made a Lieutenant on the 9th of September ISOI. 



488 


LETTERS. 


[ 1801 . 


may be the young Horatio’s. Sir William and Lady Hamil- 
ton are with me, and as they have been partakers with me of 
the hospitality of Mrs. Parish, when at Hamburgh, they desire 
to join me in good wishes for Mrs. Ross’s speedy recovery. 
Whatever call the Public duty has to my services, yet I must 
not altogether forget the duty of private friendship. You do 
not think me capable of forgetting when your house, carriages, 
and purse were open to me and to your kindness probably I 
owe my life, for Green Bay had very often its jaws open to 
receive me. But as money never was my object, so I am not 
much richer than when you knew me, except by my pension. 
No ; the two Parkers* have had the sweets of Jamaica, but I 
would not change with them. I pray God we may have 
Peace, when it can be had wdth honour ; but I fear that the 
scoundrel Buonaparte wants to humble us, as he has done the 
rest of Europe — to degrade us in our own eyes, by making us 
give up all our conquests, as proof of our sincerity for making 
a Peace, and then he will condescend to treat with us. He 

be d d, and there I leave him ; and do you believe me 

ever, my dear Ross, your old and affectionate friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — I must beg the favour of you to give the enclosed to 
the Nurse. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIUAL'rY. 

[Autograph, in the possession of the Right Hon. JoI)n AVilson Croker.] 

My dear Sir, Amazon, Downs, September 14th, 1801. 

Will you have the goodness to forward the letters sent here- 
with to the Mediterranean? I wish the wretch® had been 
caught as an example — not but that I am indifferent t^ all 
they can say against me, because I know I have always done 
my duty to the best of my abilities. 

The Goerec expedition has a great probability of success, if 
the secret is well kept, and the weather favours us. Nothing 
shall be wanting on my part ; for six Sail of the Line makes 
my mouth water. Ever your obliged, » 

Nelson and Bronte. 

• At Jamaica in 1T<0 and 1780. Vide vol. i. p. 34*. 

• Admiral Sir Peter Parker, and his soil, Vice-Admiral Christopher Parker; 

• “ Air. Hili.” ^ 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograiili, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Amazon, Downs, September 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

I have to give you ten thousand thanks for your very 
friendly offer of assisting me in purchasing the Farm. It is 
true, it will take every farthing I have in the world, and leave 
me in your debt, and also in Tyson’s;® but I hope in a little 
time to be able at least to pay my debts. Should I really 
want your help, and know that I have enough in the world 
to pay you, I shall ask no one else. The Baltic expedition 
cost me full £2000. Since I left London it has cost me, for 
Nelson cannot be like others, near £1000 in six weeks. If I 
am continued here, ruin to my finances must be the con- 
sequence, for everybody knows that Lord Nelson is amazingly 
rich! Sir William and Lady Hamilton leave me on the 16th. 
You will easily guess my feelings at their going. Parker is 
easy, comfortable and cheerful, whether the thigh will ever 
unite none can say. Langford is suffering much pain, several 
pieces of bone of his leg are come away, but they both have 
youth on their side. I look forward with hope but will not 
be too sanguine. I yet hope the negotiation is not broken 
entirely off, for viQ can never alter the situation of France or 
the Continent, and ours will become a War of defence ; but 
I hope they will do for the best. A man, a few days ago, sent 
me a letter demanding a bank note of £100, or he would 
abuse me in the Papers : I sent it of course to Nepean ; the 
Porter who went to the Post-office for my answer, has been 
taken up, but he knew not his employer and probably never 
will be caught. Ever, my dear Davison, believe me, your 
most obliged friend. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William, Lady Hamilton, and Mrs. Nelson, desire to 
join me in best compliments to yom’self and Mrs. Davison. 


® His late Secretary. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and McArthur, vol. ii. p. 302.] 

15tb September, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

Captain CampbellV spirit we are all acquainted with : the 
plan* is fixed in my mind ; and at least the attempt is worthy 
of an English Admiral. It is one of those judicious enter- 
prises, in which we hazard only a few Boats, and may destroy 
an Enemy’s Squadron. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Downs, September 17th, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have communicated your letter to Captain Sarradine, and 
allow me to say, that although the Hound has certainly lost 
many men, yet that the Captain has taken all the precautions 
in his power against the loss of men, and I believe that he has 
sent many more than four descriptions of the men to the dif- 
ferent rendezvous. Captain Sarradine is, I can assure their 
Lordships, a very zealous and good officer. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LORD ELDON, LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR. 

[From “ The Life of the Eftrl of Eldon,” by Horace Twiss, Efq., vol. i. p. 3d0.] 

Amazon, September 17th, 1801. 

My Lord, 

I feel very much obliged by your open and very handsome 
answer to my request, which so exactly accords with what my 
friend Davison told me of your Lordship’s character; and 
allow me to consider myself, in every respect, your most 
obliged 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* Captain Patrick Ctimpbell, of the Ariadne, who had distinguished himselt iJi 
command of the Dart in the preceding yeai^ He died a Vice-Admiral, and a Knight 
Commander of the Bath, in August 1841. 

* To attflck Goeree. 
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TO ADMIRAL TUE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke aud M‘Artliur, vol. ii. p. y02.] 

My dear Lord, loth September, leoi. 

I have given out this day the strictest orders relative to the 
discipline of the Ships (in particular meant for the Gun-brigs), 
and to have them always ready for service. The new Gun- 
brigs are certainly very fine Vessels ; and, if the Commanders 
of them will keep the sea, I should think they might prevent 
much smuggling ; but many of them will require changing ; 
and a proper Boat must be given to each for that service. In 
short. Officers must be found fit for the command ; and the 
command not be, merely as a sinecure, fit for them. Much 
reformation has been adopted; and, my dear Lord, much, 
very much, is necessary. The history of the Bomb-tenders 
will make you stare ; but you know it all. 

20th of September. — I am full of grief for the fate of poor 
Parker; our only consolation is, that every thing has been done 
which was possible : the breath is not yet gone ; but, I dare 
say, he cannot last until night. Dr. Baird’s kindness and ability 
will make a lasting impression on me. I am, &:c., 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO DR. BAIRD. 


[From “ The Atlienttum.” j 


Amazon, September 20tb, 1801. 


My dear Doctor, 

Your kind letter has given me hopes of my dear Parker; 
he is my child, for I found him in distress. I am prepared 
for the worst, although I still hope. Pray tell me as often as 
you can. Would I could be useful, I would come on shore 
and nurse him ; I rely on your abilities, and if his life is to 
be spared, that you, under the blessing of God, are fully equal 
to be the instrument. Say everything which is kind for me 
to Mrs. Parker, and if my Parker remembers me, say, * God 
bless him and do you believe me, your most obliged and 
thankful friend, Nelson and Bronte. 

I have been in real misery. Hawkins will come off, night 
or day* 
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TO ALEXANDER 1)A\ ISON, JSQ, 

Aiitofjnq'li, ill ihr* possess ion of Colonel Davison.] 

Amazon, September liOih, 

My dear Davisou, 

You will join with me in affliction for the fate of dear good 
little Parker. Yesterday, at two in the afternoon, I was with 
him, so was Lady Hamilton, Sir William, and Mrs, Nelson;' 
he was so well that 1 was for the first moment sanguine in iny 
hopes of his recovery ; at 10 o’clock the great artery hirst, and 
he is now at death’s door, if not departed this life. You will 
judge our feelings ; and, to mend all, Lady Hamilton with her 
party went to London this morning. I am pressing for my 
removal, and I hope to accomplish it. With my best respects 
to all in your bouse, believe me, dear Davison, your affec- 
tionate and obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO DR. BAIRD. 


[From “ The Athenwiim.”] 


Amazon, St ptembcr J^ul. 

My dear Doctor, 

Many thanks for your truly comfortable letter, and I trust 
that nature, watched and encouraged by your abilities, will 
yet get him up again. I will send some Madeira in the course 
of the day ; my Steward is on shore at this moment with the 
key of the store room. Make my best respects to Mr. Parker, 
and to our dear Parker, say eveiything which is kind (at 
proper times). You cannot, be assured, say too much ol 
wbat my feelings are towards him, and also to Langford, and 


do you believe me your truly obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Wife of his brother, the Revercud Dr. Nelson, aAerwards Countess Nelson. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ?:SQ., AUIMIRAT.TY. 
[Ol’igiual, ill ibe Adiuiralty.] 


gj^ .Amazon, iJowii-s, 21st September, 1801. 

The 1 2th instant I acquainted you that t’ue Merchant-brig 
Unity, belonging to Bideford, had ran on shore on the 
Coast of France, and was destroyed by the Enemy ; and that 
1 had sent for the Master and Crew to account for so extra- 
ordinary a circumstance. The Master landed at Dover, prior 
to the Cutter’s arrival for him ; but the Mate and Crew are 
now on board the Amazon, from whose examination there 
does not remain scarcely a doubt but that the Brig was run 
on shore intentionally, or by gross inattention. I therefore 
suggest to their Lordships whether the circumstance should 
not be made known to Lloyd’s CofiPee House. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson anp Bronte. 


TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[Extract from “ Lord Nelson's Letters to Lady Hamilton,’' vol. i. p. S8.] 

• September -ilst, [1801.] Quarter past Ten o’Clock. 

I send you Dr. Baird’s comfortable note, this moment 
received. You will [see] Parker is treated like an infant. 
Poor fellow ! I trust he will get well, and take possession of 
his room at Ihe Farm. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON. ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Amazon, September ISOl. 

My dear Davison, 

Dear Parker has rallied again : he has taken new milk, and 
jellies : there is a gleam of hope, and I own I embrace it 
with avidity. I know you take an interest in his fate, theie- 
fore I send you this happy news; and ever believe me, your 

obliged and affectionate, , 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO DR. BAIRD. 

[From “ The AthenaBum.”] 

J past 11, September 29nd, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Although dear Parker has had but a bad night, yet with 
your nursing I have great hopes ; and, let what will happen, 
great consolation from your abilities and affectionate disposi- 
tion ; and believe me ever your obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Make my respects to Mr. Parker ; and to our Parker say 
everything which is kind from me when it is proper. I am 
miserably sea-sick. 


TO DR, BAIRD. 

[From “ The Atheuseum.”] 

September JJSrd, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I will not quite desptdr, but must not be too sanguine in 
my hopes. Your kindness is everything. I send a line from 
Lady Hamilton — best respects to Mr. Parker, and believe 
me your truly obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO MISS I’ARKEB, VVESTGATE, GLOt’CESTEK. 

[Autograph, in the po.ssession of William Henry I nee, Esq.] 

Amazon, September 24th, 1801. 

Lord Nelson from his heart congratulates Miss Parker on 
the happy prospect of her dear brother’s recovery. Captain 
Parker, will be, he hopes, for life, the dear son and friend of 

Nelson and Bronte.^ 

■ To the above Note, the following addition was made by some friend : — “ The 
above was a flattering account given to Lord Nelson, yesterday, by Captain Bedford, 
who took it ft*om hearsay, from your brother’s asking if the Amazon was sailed. 
His Lordship sailed this morning at six o’clock, I And, (after staying in port to the 
last minute,) with his heoi't full of grief. The Doctor wi'ote to him, at five o’clock 
this morning. One o’clock. I have just f^en him, and think him w'orse, and 
incoherent in his speech,” 
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TO DR. BAIRD. 
[From “ The AtljenoBum.”] 


T., , Amazon, September 94tli, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I am truly sorry to hear that you have been so unwell ; 
but, indeed, I am not surprised at it, for your kind fatigue for 
others has drawn.health from you to them. I shall probably 
be here by Sunday, and then I hope you will allow me to see 
my son, dear Parker; to you I shall always think I owe his 
life, and I beg that you will ever consider me as your most 
obliged. 


Nelson and Bronte. 

Remember me most kindly to Langford, and give my good 
wishes to Mr. Skelton,^ and all the wounded at the Hospital. 


TO admiral lutwidge. 

[Autogiapli, in the possession of Major Lutwidge.] 

Amazon, September ‘:2Ctli, 1801. 

My dear Admiral, 

I had intended coming on shore this morning to pay my 
respects to you and Mrs. Lutwidge, but the weather has put 
on such an unfavourable appearance that I must request your 
forgiveness of my coming out of the Ship to-day. 

Your Secretary was so good as to send me off Mr. Tod- 
man’s letter. Really some steps must be taken to prevent 
the Signal 50 being made every time a Vessel is hauling out 
of Boulogne Mole. We shall not believe when the Wolf is 
coming with not less than twenty Sail of Ships of War, although 
he does not appear to see them, and, what he does, not cor- 
rectly ; for at 11 A.M. the Isis and York, with the Boulogne 
Squadron, was standing over towards Boulogne. The 
Anacreon Brig and Cygnet Cutter were three leagues off 
Dungeness ; the whqlc of Captain Russel’s Squadron were at 
anchor in Dover Roads ; the Greyhound was half-way over ; 
he ig correct about the Cape Grisnez Squadron ; I think as 


^ Lieutenant Jeremiah Skelton, of the Jamaica. Vide p. 468, ante, 
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this signal will now create no alarm, that the signal 51 might 
be made to say, that the Enemy are (with numerary signal) 
standing from the French Coast towards England : in short 
some other signals must be adopted, or No. 50 left off, 
unless it is understood that the signal implies that the Enemy 
have actually sailed from Boulogne Roads, and are crossing 
the Channel, or steering as by compass signal shown at the 
Port. I wish you would mention it at the Admiralty, and 
propose some method that we should be neither inattentive to 
the signals made, nor improperly annoyed by them ; yester- 
day it had no effect upon me, (which I was sorry for,) as I 
knew from experience that it meant nonsense. I am afraid 
for dear Parker ; but still, whilst there is life we may hope. 

I beg my best respects to Mrs. Lutwidge, and believe me 
ever, my dear Admiral, your most obliged and affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I wish you would order some Caulkers from the Overyssel, 
to assist in caulking the Vixen. 


TO LADY HAMILTON, 

[Extract from “ the Letters of liOrd Nelson to Lady Hamilton,” vol. i. p. 60.] 
Amazon, September 26tli, IbOl. Eight o’clock. 

Our accounts of dear Parker, I fear, preclude all hopes of 
his recovery. It was ray intention to have gone ashore this 
morning, to have called on Admiral Lutwidge ; but, the wind’s 
coming fresh from the S. W., I have declined it ; for, I doubt, if 
I could get off again. At ten o’clock, with your letters, came 
off Dr. Baird’s note, to say every hope was gone ! I have 
desired, that his death should be sent, by telegraph, to the 
Admiralty. They will, surely, honour his memory, although 
they would not promote him. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


I send you the last report. Who knows ! 
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TO DR. BAIRD. 

[From “ The Atheneeum.”] 

Amazon, Sei)tembei’ til, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Although the contents of your letter were not unexpected, 
yet I am sure you will judge of my feelings — I feel all has 
been done which was possible : God’s will be done. I beg 
that his hair may be cut off and given to me ; it shall remain 
and be buried with me. What must the poor father feel 
when he is gone I I shall request Captain Sutton and Bed- 
ford to arrange the funeral, and I wish you to ask Admiral 
Lutwidge to announce it by telegraph to the Admiralty ; the 
Board ought to direct every honour to be paid to the memory 
of such an excellent gallant Officer. Say every kind thing to 
the poor father, and believe me your obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 
[Autogrniili, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 


Amazon, September IHOl. 

My dear Davison, 

My dear Parker left this world for a better at 9 o’clock 
this morning. It was, they tell mo, a happy release ; but I 
cannot bring myself to say I am glad he is gone ; it would be 
a lie, for I am grieved almost to death. May God bless you 


and youi's. Amen. 


Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and McArthur, vol. ii. p. 303.] 

(About J27tli September, 1801. ] 

The scene, my Lord, with our dear Parker is closed for 
ever ; and I am sure your good heart will participate in our 
grief, both as a public and private loss ; not a creature living 
was ever more deserving of onr affections. Every action of 
VOL. IV. K K 
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his life, from Sir John Orde to the moment of his death, 
showed innocence, joined to a firm mind in keeping the road 
of honour, however it might appear incompatible with his 
interest: his conduct in Orde’s business' won my regard. 
When he was abandoned by the world, your heart had begun 
to yearn towards him — bow well he has deserved my love 
and affection his actions have shown. His father, in his 
advanced age, looked forward for assistance to this good son. 
Pensions I know have sometimes been granted to the parents 
of those who have lost their lives in the service of their King 
and Country. All will agree, none fell more nobly than 
dear Parker ; and none ever resigned their life into the 
hands of their Creator with more resignation to the Divine 
Will than our Parker. I trust much to your friendship to 
recommend his father’s case to the kind consideration of the 
King. I fear his loss has made a wound in my heart which 
time will scarcely heal. But God is good, and we must all 
die. I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 


TO DR. BAIRD. 


[From “ The Atheneeiim.”] 


Amazon, September 27th, 1801. 


My dear Sir, 

I should be a wretch if I did not feel sensible of all your 
kindness to my dear Parker ; we have the melancholy con- 
solation to think that everything was done which professional 
skill and the kindest friendship could dictate. God’s will be 
done ; but if I was to say I was content, I should lie — but I 
shall endeavour to submit with all the fortitude I am able. 
Poor Mr, Parker 1 What a son has he lost I My pen fails to 
express my feelings, except that I shall for life consider my- 
self your obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


' Vide Tol. iii. p. 20. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQh ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in tlie Aamliiilty.] 

Amazon, September 28tli, 1801. 

Sir, 

Captain E. T. Parker having died in consequence of the 
wounds he received on the 16th of last month, I have given 
directions for his being buried this day with all the honours 
and respect due to so meritorious and gallant an Officer;* 
and I have to request that their Lordships will be pleased to 
direct the Sick and Hurt Board to defray all the expenses of 
his lodgings, &c, on shore, and also of his funeral. I am, Sir, 
&c., Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artlnir, vol. ii. p. 303.] 

Amazon, September [about the 99th], 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I send Nepean another Pilot’s letter. I have experienced 
in the Sound the misery of having the honour of our Country 
intrusted to Pilots, who have no other thought than to keep 
the Ship clear of danger, and their own silly heads clear of 
shot. At eight in the morning of the 2nd of April, not one 
Pilot would take charge of a Ship. Brierly, who was Davidge 
Gould’s Master in the Audacious, placed Boats for me, and 
fixed my order, saying, ‘ My Lord, if you will command each 
Ship to steer with the small red house open with a mill, until 
such a Church is on with a wood, the King’s Channel will be 
open.’ Everybody knows what I must have suffered ; and if 
any merit attaches itself to me, it was in combating the dan- 
gers of the shallows in defiance of the Pilots. The business 
of Pilots brings all this fresh to my memory, and I long 
to have the Medal® which I would not give up to be made 

* An account of Captain Parker's funeral is given in the Naval Chronicle, vol. vi. 
p. 841. Lord Nelson, who was one of the mourners, wa-s visibly affected during the 
ceremony. Admiral Lutwidge, Lord George Cavendish, Colonel of the Derbyshire 
Militia, and Captaina Poulden, Brodie, Rowley, Wari'eii, Sarradiiie, Clay, Bazeley, and 
Sutton, and many other Ofiloers of both Services attended. 

* For the Battle of Copenhagen. Vide post, 

K K 2 
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an English Duke. You know, my dear Lord, with what 
cheerfulness I cdme here, and the Country, as your Lordship 
and Mr. Addington thought, attaehed a confidence to my 
name which I submitted to, although I was conscious that 
many more able Officers could be found every day in London ; 
but my zeal I will never give up to any man breathing. 

This Boat-business must be over: it may be a part of a great 
plan of Invasion, but can never be the only one ; therefore, as 
our Ships cannot act any more in lying off the French Coast, 
I own I do not think it is now a command for a Vice-Admiral. 
Turn it in your mind. It is not that I want to get a more 
lucrative situation — far from it : I do not know, if the Medi- 
terranean were vacant to-morrow, that I am equal to undertake 
it. You will forgive me if I have said too much ; they are my 
feelings, which for several years you have allowed me to 
throw before you, not in an impertinent manner, but with all 
the respect due to your great character and exalted situation. 
I have answered Hawkins about the Pilots exactly as you sec 
it, that he was to go where he was ordered, without consulting 
Pilots, and that when the Ship was standing into danger, they 
were to point it out ; but that it was not allowable for them 
to dictate where it was proper for a Ship to be stationed in 
the Channel. From my heart I wish the Enemy would try 
and come over, and finish the war ; although, without great 
care, I see the misery of Peace. I am, &c., 

Nelson and Bronte, 

TO CAPTAINS ROSE AND SOMERVILLE, IIIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS 
JAMAICA AND EUGENIE. 

[From a Copy in the possession of the Right lion. Jolni Wilson Croker.J 

Most Secret. 

Sir, Amazon, oft’ Dover, 1st October, 

It is my intention to send the Nancy Fire-Brig to attempt the 
destruction of the Enemy in Boulogne. You are to take 
particular care that she is not boarded, or in any way ap- 
proached, so as to give the Enemy suspicion of her being an 
English Vessel. You will know her by wearing the Admiral’s 
assenting Flag (red with white cross), and her fore-top-gallant 
mast is cut close to the riggingb I am, &c.. 

Nelson and Bronte. 



LETTERS. 


JET. 43,] 


501 


P.S. When you caution the Vessels under your orders 
not to^ molest a Brig of the above description, you arc not to 
acquaint them what she is, but keep it a profound secret. If 
the yvind is^ fresh, probably it may be to-morrow morning, at 
daylight, The King George Cutter will attend her, at a 
proper distance. ^ ^ 


TO LIEUTENANT OWEN/ COMMANDING THE NANCY FIRE- 
VESSEL. 


[Autograph draught, in the possession of the Right Hon. John Wilson Crokcr.] 

Secret, 

[Apparently about 1st October, IBOl.] 

Whereas I think it necessary for his Majesty’s Service, that 
an attempt should be made to burn the Enemy’s Flotilla in 
Boulogne Harbour, and repose entire confidence in your 
bravery and zeal. You arc, therefore, hereby required and 
directed to take under your command his Majesty’s Hired 
Cutter the King George, whose Commander has my directions 
to follow your orders ; and whereas the greatest secrecy is 
necessary towards the success of this service, it is niy positive 
directions that you hold no communication whatever with 
any Ship, or Vessel, or with the shore. 

Whenever the wind comes between the West-North-West 
and North, and blowing so fresh as to force all the Enemy’s 
Vessels from the Road of Boulogne into the harbour, you arc 
to sail from this anchorage, and, directing the Cutter to keep 
upon yon, approach within four leagues of the French Coast, 
at a distance of six or seven miles from you, to carry all the sail 
which the Nancy can bear, and run into the harbour of 
Boulogne, and there set her on fire, taking care that you enter 
the harbour half an hour, or three quarters of an hour, before 
high water, in order that the Nancy may drift up the har- 
bour with the flood. And on your approaching the French 
Coast, finding that the wind blows into the harbour, you are 
to hoist the Admiral’s assenting flag, red with a white cross, 
at your main top-gallant mast-head; and you arc not to 


’ Appavcntly the presout Captain William FiizwilHum Owen, brother of Vice- 
Aammil Su' Etlwartl W. C. R. Owen, G.C.B. 
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approach the Coast, unless you are pretty certain that the wind 
does blow into the harbour ; and as this most honourable, and 
very important service is entrusted, from your character, to 
your conduct, I trust that 1 shall not be disappointed in the 
execution of it. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO CAPTAIN HARVEY, H.M. SHIP UNITE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sir, Amazon, Downs, 1st October, 1801. 

The signal to recall the Haughty was flying yesterday 
morning a considerable time on board the Amazon, and her 
Commander did not think proper to pay any attention to it. 
You will order him to return to the Downs immediately ; and 
if my Flag is not flying there, to proceed under Dungencss *, 
and you are to reprimand him severely for his inattention. 

The moment the Gallant rejoins you, send her likewise to 
me, wherever I may happen to be. I am. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Dungencss, 3rd October, 1801. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
Ist instant, signifying their Lordships’ direction to me to 
prevent any Vessels or Boats of any description from proceed- 
ing to France, except such Vessels or Boats as Mr. Otto may 
have occasion to send from Dover with his dispatches for the 
French Government, and I have to request you will assure 
their Lordships that strict attention shall be pmd to these 
instructions. I have the honour to be. Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Dungeness, October 3rd, 1801. 

Most Private, 

My dear Nepean, 

I have received your Public letter, dated the 1st, directing 
me to prevent all Vessels and Boats from going to France, 
except Mr. Otto’s.® I take for granted it means to prevent all 
neutral Vessels from any part of the world from going to 
France — am I right f for in our narrow seas, the only means 
of prevention is bringing them to England. Under the cir- 
cumstances which have given rise to this order, am I right in 
attempting anything which may be feasible against any of the 
French Ports ? I have a little plan against Boulogne. Except 
to Lord St Vincent, pray do not mention it ; for everything 
I almost think on is known. I am almost done up, but 1 hope 
there will be but little more occasion for war. Cannot you 
announce by telegraph to-morrow to Lutwidge, assent for 
Lord Nelson, (to the attempt,) or, for Lord Nelson, dissent 
I shall understand the words ; but Admiral Lutwidge knows 
nothing of my plan. Ever, my dear Nepean, your obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Pray send my letter. 


TO ADMIRAL LUTWIDGE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Major Lutwidge.] 

Amazon, Dungeness, October 3rd, 1801. 

My dear Admiral, 

What can this order from the Admiralty mean ? Is it a 
sign of Peace ? I think, yes ; for we cannot, at this time of 
the war, go to war with all Europe, and America, which must 
be the case, if we allow no trade to France ; therefore I think 
and hope from my heart it is, to prevent stock-jobbing, and that 
the Preliminary Articles arc on the very eve of being signed, if 
not already done. Our weather is very fine, but I cannot get 

* The French Minister in London, to negotiate a Peace. 
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up my spirits. Captain Wodehouse* docs not like his change : 
he thinks it is from bad to worse. The Lively Cutter will stay 
for my letters to-morrow. Will yon direct that the Gun- 
brigs and Cutters which come into the Downs, may be turned 
out as soon as possible? they like Deal. With my best respects 
to Dr. Lutwidge, believe me ever your obliged and affec- 
tionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Arthur,vol. ii. p. 304.] 

Dungeuess, 3rd October, 1801. 

Nepean’s public letter has a little staggered me, whether 
it would be right, under our present circumstance with Irancc, 
to do a violent thing ? I am prepared to run a Fire-Brig into 
Boulogne harbour the first fresh wind, at from W.N.W. to N. 
But I shall stop until the assent or dissent comes by telegraph 
to-morrow. I intended not to have mentioned this matter to 
any one, even to you, until the trial had been made. How- 
ever, if we are on the eve of Peace, which is Dungeness news, 
it would be a bad reconciliation. If I fail in this plan, I purpose 
to make an Infernal of one of the Bombs, and to have Fire- 
Boats, &c. &c., to keep them for ever in hot water. My mind 
is always at work ; but I assure you I am seriously indisposed 
and low spirited from private considerations. My public duty 
is nothing ; I could get over five times as much, were I in 
good health ; and I find every creature kind, good, and affec- 
tionate towards me, and you amongst the first. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Apparenrly Captain the Honourable Philip Woitehouse, sccoinl «on of John, first 
Lord Wodeliou.se : he commanded in succes.sion the Brilliant, Iris, and Besistance 
Frigates, and died a Vice-Admiral of the White, in January 1838. 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From Clarke and M‘Artliur, vol, ii. p. 300.3 

[October, 1801,] 

Most heartily do I congratulate you on being a Member of 
that Administration, which has been able to comply with the 
almost unanimous wishes of the Country. All hands must now 
try to keep French men and French principles out of our 
happy Country. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN OWEN, H.M.SIIIP NEMESIS, AND THE COMMANDERS 

OF THE SEVERAL SQUADRONS UNDER LORD NELSON. 

[Letter Book.] 

Amazon, Duiigeiiess, 4tli October, 1801. 

Sir, 

Notwithstanding the Preliminaries of Peace are signed, you 
are to be very vigilant in watching the Enemy, and, on no 
account to suffer them to put into the Channel, as hostilities 
have not yet ceased. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO DOCTOR BAIRD. 

[From “ The Athenauin.”] 

Amazon, October Gth, 1801. 

My dear Doctor, 

I am truly sorry that my little remembrance* of your good- 
ness to a set of brave men, should have deprived me of the 
pleasure of your company ; I beg I may see you at dinner to- 
morrow : and I hope to sec you, where your humane disposi- 
tion will be of the greatest service, at the Sick and Hurt Board, 
to effect which, nothing shall be wanting on the part of your 
truly obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* “ The ‘little rGmembTftnce’ alluded to above, was a silver Vnsc, with the fol- 
lowing iuacriplion : — ‘ Presented to Andrew Baird, Esq., M.D., as a mark of esteem 
for his humane attention to the gallant Officers and Men who wfcre wounded off 
Boulogne on the Kith of August, 1801. From their Commauder-in-Chief, Lord 
Viscount Nelson, Duke of Bronte.’ " — Mhtnmm. 
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TO CAPTAIN PERRIER, H.M. SHIP YORK. 

[Letter Book.] 

Amazon, Dotms, 7tli October, 1801. 

Sir, 

Having reason to believe that the French will take every 
opportunity, especially in fc^y weather, to put out of their 
Ports in Small craft and Rowing-boats, for the purpose of seiz- 
ing our trade passing up and down Channel, I therefore de- 
sire you will keep all the Cutters cruizing in fine weather, 
more particularly in fogs, between Dungeness and the Coast 
of France ; and that you keep the Launches equipped with 
their carronades mounted, masts stepped, and sails in them, 
ready to put off the moment any firing is heard ; but in thick 
fogs, they are to row off the Ness Point. The Fiat-boats arc 
to be hoisted out, whenever firing may be heard, and sent 
with all expedition to the quarter it proceeded from. I 
am, &c. 

Nblson and Bronte. 

TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Amazon, October 0th, 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

Your kind letter has truly affected me. Can your offer be 
real ? Can Davison be uncorrupted by the depravity of the 
world ? I almost doubt what I read ; I will answer, my dear 
friend, you are the only person living who would make such 
an offer. When you come to Town you shall know all my 
pecuniary affairs, and if in arranging them I should want 
your kind assistance, 1 will accept it with many thanks. In 
my present purchase 1 have managed tolerably well. 1 am 
trying to get rid of my Command, but I am to be forced to 
hold it, to keep the Merchants easy till hostilities cease in the 
Channel. I must submit ; for I do not wish to quarrel with 
the very great folks at the Admiralty, the last moment. I have 
had hi^erto one happiness under my Command, that not one 
English boat has been captured by the Enemy during the 
time of my command> within tSe limits of my Station ; this is 
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a^comfoit) at\d 1 Lope noiie will be captured dating the short 
time we have to stay. I see you did not know of the 
Peace when you wrote ; England called loudly for it, and now 
1 see it is to be abused j but Englishmen never arc satisfied, 
foil nor fasting. We shall meet next month in Town. I 
beg my best respects to Mrs. Davison and all your family, and 
believe me ever your obliged and affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL LUTWIDGE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Major Lutwidge.] 

My dear Admiral^ Amazon, October 0th, 1801. 

I have to thank you for your good news of the Ratification 
of the Peace, and I beg to thank Mrs. Lutwidge for her kind 
present of game and fruit. I cannot get the Admiralty to set 
me free. They wish to put some pounds into my pocket, I 
suppose, by keeping me on full pay ; but I am so ungrateful as 
not to thank them. But we shall all soon be adrift, and I shall 
ever feel myself your obliged and affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO THE RIGHT HON. HENRY ADDINGTON.^ 

[Autograph, iu the Sidmouth Papers.] 

My dear Sir, Amazon, October 10th, 1801. 

Every wish of yours I shall always be happy in complying 
with, and was there a probable chance that even a Boat of the 


* In reply to the followingT letter: — 

“ Downing Street, October 8th, 1801. 


“ My dear Lord, 

“ Many thanks for your letter, e%'ery part of which gave me pleasure, that only 
excepted which refers to the state of your health. Captain Sutton ha.s, I trust, re- 
lieved you, in a great degree, from the pressure of some of the most laborious parts 
of your duty ; and if you wish to remain chiefly on shore, or even to remove to 
London or elsewhere for a few days, you may, I know, rely on the acquiescence of 
the Board of Admiralty ; but I owe it to my regard to your Lordship, and to my 
Public duty, to deolare it to be my opinion, that it is of the utmost importance to 
your own high character, and to the interests of the Country, that your Flag should 
flying till (he Defliufive Treaty has been signed. You will (hen have seen the 
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Enemy’s could get into the Channel 5 1 should stdy with plea- 
sure till hostilities cease; but we are so covered that they 
cannot, if we all do our duty. After hostilities cease, the 
thing for me is over; but if you cannot get a definitive Peace, 
I shall be getting health to again take up the cudgels ; and in 
the good cause I hope to be able to be as fortunate as I have 
been the whole war, and am ever your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADxMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograi)li, iu the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Porker^ Bart., G.C.B.] 
My dear Lord, Amazon, October 10th, 1801. 

Your letter of the 5th has only this moment reached me. 
Every attention is paid to cover our Channel, and I do not 
think that the French can with impunity send anything into 
the Channel. Sutton sails in the morning for the Ness. As 
Troubridge knows all my wishes, I shall only say in addition, 
that whenever I am released, that I shall always be ready to 
come forth again, when my health will allow, harriny a winter 
in the North Seas. Hoping very soon to see you I shall only 
assure you that I am, with real regard and respect, your most 
affectionate. Nelson and Bronte. 

TO DOCTOR 33AIRD. 

[From “ The Alhciiceum.”] 

My dear Doctor, Amazon, October 11th, 1801. 

I will send to the Gannct for Smart Tickets. Will you dine 
here? Can you can cure madness? for I am mad to read 

that our d d scoundrels^ dragged a Frenchman’s carriage. 

I am ashamed for rny Country. The Letter-boat can bring 
you off at half-past two. Ever your obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Ship safe into Port, and may close with honour n career of unexampled success ojul 
glory. With true regard, I am ever, my dear Lord, your sincere friend and faithful 
servant, TIexby Addixgtox. 

“ P.S. — The letters from Diimourier arc at Wimbledon, but shall be returned 
to-morrow. I beg your pardon for having kept them in my possession so long.”—' 
Autoffraph, in the Nelson Papers. ^ 

• Alluding to the mob having drawn the carriage of General Lauriston, who 
amved in London on the lOthof October, with the Ratification of the Pi eliniimuics 
of Peace. 
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TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 
j^Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Sir, Amazon, OctoLer 13tlj, 1801. 

I send a parcel of letters from Captain Owen, giving 
me an account of two French Privateers being at sea, and his 
opinion, which I perfectly coincide in, that they will go to 
the northward, aud their Prizes to Neutral Ports, till the Peace 
takes place. I keep the Defender till to-morrow after post, 
as probably I shall receive some directions from their Lord- 
ships, relative to the duration of hostilities. I am, Sir, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[Extract from “ Lord Nelson's Letters to Lady Ilaihilton,” vol. i. p. fiO.] 

Amazon, Ten o’clock, October 13, 1801. 

My dearest Friend, 

This being a very fine morning, and smooth beaeh, at 
eight o’clock, I went with Sutton and Bedford, and landed at 
Walmer, but found Billy" fast asleep, so left my card; walked 
the same road that we came, when the carriage could not 
come with ns thsit night ; and all rushed into my mind, and 
brought tears into my eyes. Ah, how different to walking 
with'such a friend as you, Sir William, and Mrs. Nelson ! 

Called at the barracks, on Lord George but he is gone to 
London. From thence to the Admiral’s, found him up; and, 
waiting half an hour to see Mrs. Lutwidge, who entreated me 
to stay dinner — came directly on board. I did not even call 
to see poor Langford, who has been worse these few days 
past, and God knows when he will be well. I am afraid it 
will he a long time; for several pieces of bone arc lately come 
away, and more to come. But ’rroubridge has so completely 
prevented my ever mentioning any body s service, that I am 
become a cipher, and he has gained a victory over Nelson’s 
spirit. I am kept here ; for what, he may be able to tell— I 
cannot ; hut long it cannot — shall not be. 

• Mr. Pitt. „ , . . 

‘ Lord George CevendisU, Colonel of the Derbyslnre Miliue. 
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Sutton and Bedford are gone a tour till dinner time ; but 
nothing shall make me, but almost force, go out of the Ship 
again, till I have done, and the Admiralty in charity, will be 
pleased to release me, I am, in truth, not over well. I have 
a complaint in my stomach and bowels, but it will go off. 1 
thank you for the KingV letters. I shall write a kind line 
to Castelcicala, and answer the King’s, very soon, and write 
to Acton, for he can make Bronte everything to me, if he 
pleases. I dare say I did wrong never to write him; but 
as he treated Sir William unkindly, I never could bring my- 
self to do it. 

Nelson and Bronte, 


ro THE RIGHT HON, HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Atttograpb, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

Amazon, Downs, October 13th, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you a letter which I have just received from Ger- 
many. What the Order of Knighthood is,® I am totally 
ignorant of ; but I can accept of nothing without his Ma- 
jesty’s approbation. I have therefore to request that you will 
have the goodness to obtain the King’s opinion relative to 
accepting or refusing an honour from such a respectable 
Society in the Germanic Body, that I may conduct myself 
accordingly. I can, my dear Sir, have no vain desires, but I 
wish on this occasion to do what is right to such a Body, who 
have wished in my person to do honour to one of his Majesty’s 
most faithful subjects, and, my dear Sir, your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I have just received a most affectionate letter from the 
King of Naples. 

^ The King of Naples. 

* The Order of St. Joachim. If Lord Nelson had knoum the history of this 
apocryphal Order, he would scarcely have deigned to accept or wear it. 
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TO ADMIRAL LXJTWIDGE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Major Lutwidge.] 

, A, . , Amazon, October 14th, 1801. 

My dear Admiral, 

I shall never get from the Downs. If I wished to stay, I 
dare say I should not have interest. I am quite angry ; but 
who cares for that. I am desired to keep all my Cruisers at 
Sea, to guard the trade. I send a letter for Mrs. Lutwidge, 
from our excellent friend Lady Hamilton. With every good 
wish, believe me ever, your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Downs, October 14th, 1801. 

Sir, 

Their Lordships* appointment for my Particular Service 
being now done away by the Preliminary Articles of Peace — 
viz., to prevent the Invasion of this Country, which service I 
have not only, by their Lordships appointing so large a force to 
serve under my command, been enabled effectually to per- 
form, but also to be able to acquaint you that not even a Boat 
has been captured by the Enemy during the term of my 
command; and as my state of health requires repose on 
shore, I have to request their Lordships will, when they think 
the Service will admit of it, allow me permission to go on 
shore. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

"to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Downs, October 15th, 1801. 

Sir, 

I am to acknowledge the receipt of their Lordships’ order 
for the cessation of hostilities against the French Republic ; 
likewise a copy of the Preliminary Articles of Peace between 
his Majesty and the said Republic. 
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I beg leave to know whether their Lordships approve of 
my directing the Ships and Vessels under my command to 
rendezvous in the Downs after the 22nd instant? I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

P.S. — Orders are sent from the Navy Board, for some of 
the Hired Cutters to be discharged, although the same has 
not been signified to me by their Lordships, or the Navy 
Board. 1 have not detained them. 


TO LADV HAMILTON. 


[Extract from “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton/' &c„ vol. i. p. 84.] 

Amazon, October ITtli, 1801. 

My dearest Friend, 

Although my complaint has no danger attending it, yet it 
resists the medicines which Dr. Baird has prescribed ; and, I 
fancy, it has pulled me down very much. The cold has settled 
in my bowels. I wish the Admiralty had my complaint: 
but, they have no bowels — at least, for me. I had a very 
indifferent night ; but your and Sir William’s kind letters have 
made me feel better. 

I send you a letter from Lord Pelham,* I shall certainly 
attend ; and let them see, that I may be useful in Council as I 
have been in the Field. We must submit; and, perhaps, these 
Admiralty do this by me to prevent another application. 

.... I pray that I may not be annoyed on my arrival: 
it is retirement with my friends that I wish for. Thank Sir 
William, kindly, for his letter, and the inclosure, which I 
return. Sutton is much pleased with your letter ; and, with 
Bedford, will certainly make you a visit. They are both truly 
good and kind to me. Our weather has been cold these two 
days, but not bad. I have got a fire in the cabin, and I hope 
my complaint will go off. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


Amazon, 2 p.m. — Y avrkins is in great distress : his Cutter® 


• Tliomas Lord Pelham, Secretary of State for the Home Department. 
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is paid off, and he, like many others, very little to live upon. 
He begs his best respects to Sir William. He breakfasted 
here this morning. Many very long faces at Peace !” 


TO LIEUTENANT H.M. SLOOP 

[Letter-Book.] 

Amazon, Downs, lOtb October, 1801. 

Sir, 

Notwithstanding your very improper conduct to your Cap- 
tain, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been 
pleased to show their lenity to you, by cancelling their order 
for the Court-Martial, which I trust will prove a sufficient 
warning to you to behave, in future, with becoming respect 
to your superiors, and be a lesson to you not to listen to had 
advice, for in the event of your erring again, you will inevit- 
ably meet with punishment. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO ADMIRAL LUTWIDGE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Major LutwiJge.] 

Amazon, 4 p.m. [Apparently 19th October, 1801.] 

My dear Admiral, 

The Admiralty will not let me go. You arc going to 
Portsmouth, 1 suppose you have your orders. The Express 
shall carry Medusa’s men, and bring back the others. I will 
order a Vessel to attend the Convoy. Lady Hamilton’s letter 
I have enclosed. When you write to Kingsinill,^ remember 
me kindly to him. I am at dinner ; but ever your obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Best compliments to Mrs. Lutwidge. 

Admiral Sir Robert Kiugsmill, Bart. Vide vol. i. p. 40. 
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TO LADY HAMILTON. 


[Extract from ‘‘Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton” vol. i. p. 01.] 


Amazon, October lOtli, 1801. 


My dearest Friend, 

What a gale we have hadl But Admiral Lutwidge’s 
Boat came off ; and, as your letter was wrote, it got on shore : 
at least, I hope so ; for the Boat seemed absolutely swallowed 
up in the sea. None of our boats could have kept above 
water a moment ; therefore, I could not answer all the truly 
friendly things you told me in your letters, for they were not 
opened before the Boat was gone. 

They dine with Billy Pitt to-day; or, rather, with Mr. 
Long; for Pitt does not keep house, in appearance, although 
he asked me to come and see him : and that I shall do, out of 
respect to a great man, although he never did anything for me 
or my relations 

Poor Oliver I what can be the matter with him ? I must 
leave my cot here till my discharge, when it shall come to the 
farm, as cots are the best things in the world for our Sea 
friends. Why not have the pictures from Davison’s, and those 
from Dodd’s ; especially, my father’s and Davison’s ? Apro- 
pos/ Sir William has not sat, I fear, to Bcechy.^ I want a 

half-length, the size of my father’s and Davison’s 

The weather to-day is tolerable ; but I do not think I could 
well get on shore : but Thursday, I hope, will be a fine day. 


’ Sir William Bcechey, 11. A. The following pleasing anecdote of this eminent 
Painter occurs in a letter from Lady Nelson to lier husband, dated 4th March IbOO: 
“ I think you will be Kuii)rised when I tell you our good father is sittiug for his 
picture. Sir W. Beechey is the fortunate man. Yon must know it is a profound 
secret. I went to Sir W. B. to ask his price, look at his pictures, and then inquire 
whether he would go to an invalid ? The answer, ‘ No,’ puzzled me : hoMever 1 
said, ‘ sometimes general rules were broken through.’ Sir W. finding 1 w'as juther 
anxioii.s about this picture, said that really he never went to any person excepting 
the King and Royal Family. The Duke and Duchess of York had that instant left 
the liouse. I knew that. ‘ But, Madam, may I ask who is the gentleman ?’ 
‘ Yes, Sir; my Lord Nelson’s father.’ ‘ My God, 1 would go to York to do it! Yes, 
Madam, directly.’ Tie wus as good as his word, and has been here twice. 1 think 
the likeness will he an exceeding good one. I don’t know w'hether the picture is 
for yon or rue. .... The lucture is for yon, so 1 hear this morning.”— .<4 
in the Nelson Papers. 
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I shall call on Mr. Pitt, make my visit at the Hospital, and 
get off very early on Friday morning. My cold is still veiy 
troublesome — cannot get my bowels in order. In the night 
I had not a little fever. But never mind ; the Admiralty will 
not always be there. Every one has their day. God bless 
you, my dear friend ; and believe me ever yours most faith- 
fully. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Lady Hamilton,” vol. i. p. 9(3.] 

Amazon, October 20tb, 1801. 

My dearest Friend, 

How could you tbink, for a moment, that I would be a 
time-server to any Minister on earth I And, if you had studied 
my letter a little closer, you would have seen that my inten- 
tion was to show them that I could be as useful in the 
Cabinet as in the Field. My idea is, to let them see that my 
attendance is worth soliciting. For myself^ I can have nothing; 
but, for my brother, something may be done. Living with 
Mr. Addington a good deal, never, in your sense of the word, 
shall I do it. What, leave my dearest friends to dine with a 
Minister? D — n me if I do, beyond what you yourself 
shall judge to be necessary 1 Perhaps it may be once, and 
once with the Earl; but that you shall judge for me. If I 
give up all intercourse, you know enough of Courts, that 
they will do nothing : make yourself of consequence to them, 
and they will do what you wish, in reason ; and out of reason 
I never should ask them. It must be a great bore to me, to 
go to the House. I shall tcH Mr. Addington, that I go on 
the 29th to please him, and not to please myself; but more 
of this subject when we meet. Dr. Baird is laid up with the 
rheumatism : he will now believe, that the cold may affect me. 
This is the coldest place in England, most assuredly. Trou^ 
bridge writes me, that, as the weather is set in fine again, he 
hopes I shall get xoalke on shore. He is, 1 suppose, laughing 
at me ; but, never mind. I agree with you in wishing Sir 
William had a horse. Why don’t you send to the Duke for a 
pony for him ? I am just parting with four of my Ships — 

L L 2 
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Captains Conn, Rowley, Martin, and Whitter — ^wl\o are pro- 
ceeding to the Nore, in their way to be paid off. The surf is 
still so great on the beach, that I could not land dry, if it was 
necessary to-day; but, I hope, it will be smooth on Thursday : 
if not, I must go in a Boat to Dover, and come from thence to 
Deal. Sutton says, he will get the Amazon under sail, and 
carry me down ; for that I shall not take cold. Bedford goes 
with a Squadron to Margate ; so that all our party will be 
broke up. I am sure, to many of them, I feel truly obliged. 

Make my kindest respects to Sir William ; and believe me 
ever your most faithful and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I wish Banti was separated from Charles, for he is a 
knowing one. I wish I could get him with a good Captain 
who would keep him strict to his duty. Hardy cannot get paid 
a hundred pounds he advanced for Mr. Williams’s nephew. 
Many thanks for Mrs, Nelson’s letters. The Reverend Doc- 
tor likes going about. Only think of his wanting to come up 
with an Address of Thanks ! Why, [the] King will not receive 
him, although he is a Doctor ; and less for being my brother, 
for they certainly do not like me. 


TO LADY HAMILTON. 

[From “ Lord Nelson’s Letters to Laily Ilumilton,” &c., vol. i. p. 101.] 

Amazon, October 20tli, 1801. 

My dearest Friend, 

Only two days more, the Admiralty could, with any con- 
science, keep me here ; not that I think they have had any 
conscience. I dare say, Master Troubridge is grown fat. I 
know I am grown lean with my complaint ; which, but for 
their indifference about my health, would never have hap- 
pened ; or, at least, I should have got well long ago in a warm 
room, with a good fire, and sincere friends. 

I believe I leave this little Squadron with sincere regret, 

and with the good wishes of every creature in it I 

did not think, tell Sir William, that impudence had got such 
deep root in Wales. I send you the letter as a curiosity ; and 
to have the impudence to recommend a Midshipman ! It 5^ 
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not long ago, a person from Yorkshire desired me to lend him 
three hundred pounds, as he was going to set up a school ! 
Are these people mad; or, do they take me for quite a 
fool? However, I have wisdom enougli to laugh at their 
folly ; and to be, myself, your most obliged and faithful 
friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO ADMIRAL LUTWIDGE. 

[Autograph, iu the possession of Major liUtwidge.] 

Amazon, ‘Mst October, I80li 

My dear Admiral, 

I have long since directed Captain Russel to deliver to Mr. 
How, or yourself, all the unlanded packets, which I concluded 
had been done : I now send your Boat to Captain Russel for 
them. I think, after all this blowing weather, I stand some 
chance for a fair beach. The Court-Martial® I \vish may be 
put off for ever. With my best respects to Mrs. Lutwidge, 
believe me ever your obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiralty.] 

Amazon, Douns, October, 180l. 

Sir, 

Agreeably to the direction of the Lords Coaimissioncrs of 
the Admiralty, signified to me by your letter of the 20tli 
instant, I have ordered all the Ships named in the margin' 
to proceed to the Norc ; and I have ordered the Gun- Vessels 
named in the margin" to proceed to Shccriicss, which, together 
with those already there, and those named on the other side 


* On Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, for sending two Ships to the West Indies 
contrary to his orders, and allowing them to cruize there. The Court assembled 
on the 14th of November at Portsmouth : he wiw acquitted. 

' Ai'dent, Glatton, Vlicter, Allinnce, Uescliermer, Redoubt, Batavicr, Cnitc, Al- 
ceste, Daphne, Firm. 

* GuN-VBS8ELa; Cracker, Boxer, Fhimcr, Haughty, Attack, Plumper, Bruiser, 
Wolfe, Griper. 
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hereof^ who arc in a tolerable good state^ make the whole 
number of the old Gun-Vessels under my command. I have 
the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

SHIPS AND VESSELS REMAINING UNDER THE COMMAND OF VICE- 
ADMIRAL LORD NELSON, K.B. 

Isis, York, Leyden, Amazon, Medusa, Brilliant, Heldin, 
Nemesis, Jamaica, Arrow, Dart, Gier, Diligence, Hound, 
Alonzo, Galgo, Autumn, Eugenie, Savage, Gannett, Otter, 
Anacreon, Express. — New Gun-Vessels: Conflict, Archer, 
Vixen, Minx, Bold, Locust, Jackall, Constant, Monkey, 
Mariner, Mallard, Snipe, Charger, Ferriter. — Old Gun- 
Brigs : Hasty, Biter, Eclipse, Defender, Bouncer. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Original, in the Admiialty.] 

Amazon, Downs, "4*4nd October, 1801. 

Sir, 

Be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that it is my intention to set off this evening for 
Merton,* agreeably to the leave of absence their Lordships 
have been pleased to grant me. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO LADY COLLIER. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Commodore Sir Francis Augustus Collier, K.C.II.] 

Merton, October 24th, 180 L 

Dear Madam, 

If your son has served his time, I hope, if he is still in the 
Foudroyant, that he is promoted, as many will be made, by 
the capture of the French ships at Alexandria. K he has not 
served, he stands no chance, for it cannot be done, and if you 
will inquire of Lord St. Vincent or Sir Thomas Troubridge, 
they will tell you that I cannot get a Lieutenant made. If 

' Lord Nelson had, shortly before, purcj|ased a house with some land, at Merton 
in Surrey. 
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he has served his time and quitted a Flag-ship he is wrong, 
unless with the approbation of Lord Keith. With every 
good wish for your son, I have the honour to be, Madam, 
your most obedient Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, II.M. SHIP AMAZON, DEAL. 

[Autogi-aph, iu the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

My dear Sutton, October 25tii, isoi. 

The Committee at Lloyd's want to know the names and 
places of residence of the families of the killed. I send you 
Mr. Angerstein's letter. You will start at the smallness of the 
sum. The application should have been made before many of 
the Vessels are paid off; but we must get all we can. Send 
to Bedford, to get his Squadron's return; they should be 
directed to Mr. Angerstein, at Lloyd’s. I am not yet got 
well ; the cold of the Downs gave me a severe shake. The 
Commodore* will, I am sure, have the goodness to allow a 
Memorandum being given out. If you or Hardy will take 
the trouble of getting perfect Returns, I shall feel much obliged. 
Remember me kindly to the Commodore, Gore, Bedford, 
Hardy, and all friends; and believe me ever your much 
obliged. Nelson and Bronte. 


TO EVAN NEPEAN, ESQ., ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph, in the Admiralty.] 

Mertou, October 28tb, 1801. 

I have to request you will be pleased to move the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to grant an order to the 
Navy Board, that the usual allowance may be paid to me for 
table-money, &c. from the 10th August, 1799, to the 17th of 
January, 1800, during which period I acted as Commanding 
OflScer of His Majesty’s Naval force in the Mediterranean. 

My Secretary not having arrived from the Mediterranean, 

• Commodore John Sutton, who has been frequently mentioned. 1 le hwl a Broad 
Pendant flying in the Nemesis, Captain Owen, and died a Vice Admiral, and a Knight 
Commander of the Bath. 
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I have just learnt from my Agents that the above has not yet 
been paid to me. On your representation, however, I presume 
their Lordships will issue the necessary orders for that purpose, 
as the allowance was made to Lord Hood last war, and to Lord 
Hotham, in 1795 , under similar circumstances. I have tlie 
honour to be. Sir, Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SUITON, AMAZON, DEAL. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Merton, October Slst, 1801. 

My dear Sutton, 

You will sec my maiden Speech® — bad enough, but well 
meant — anything better than ingratitude. I may be a coward, 
and good for nothing, but never ungrateful for favours done 
me. When you write to Bedford say everything which is 
kind, and also to Gore. The latter will, I fancy, get relieved 
— the Earl * talked to me about him yesterday. I come down 

* On the ‘^Oth of October, Lord Kelson took his seat in the House of Lords as a 
ViscouxT, being introduced by Viscount Sydney and his old friend and patron, 
Admiral Viscount Hood. On the iJOth of that month, Earl St. Vincent moved, 
“ That the Thanks of this House be given to Rear-Admiral Sir James Saumarez, 
K.B., for his gallant and distinguished conduct in the Action with the Combined 
Fleet of the Enemy, off Algcziras, on the l‘2th and Ehh of July last. 

“ Loud Viscount Nelson seconded the motion. He said, he could not give his 
silent vote to a motion that so coi'dially had his assent. He hud the honour to be 
the friend of Sir James Saiimarez. The Noble Earl, at tlie head of the Admiralty, 
had selected that great Officer to watch the French in that important quarter, 
and the Nohle Lord had not been deceived in his choice. He would assert, a 
greater Action was never fouglit than that of Sir Jiunes Saumarez. The galJuiit 
Admiral had, before that Action, undertaken an eiitciqn-ise that none but tlie most 
gallant Officer and the hruvest seaman would have attempted. He had failed through 
an accident — by the falling of the wind ; for, he ventured to say, if that had not 
failed him, Sir James Saumarez would have captured the French Fleet. 'I’be 
promptness with which Sir James refuted, tlie spirit with which he attacked a 
superior force after his recent disaster, and the inasteiiy conduct of the Action, he 
did not think w'cre ever smpassed. His Lordsliip entered very much into tlie detail 
of the Action. After which, he said, the merit of Sir James Saumarez would he less 
■wondered at, when the school in which he was educated W’us considered by their 
Lordships. He was educated at first under I.ord Hood, luid afterwards under the 
Noble Earl near him, (Earl St. Vincent.) liOnl Nelson gave an account of some 
of the memorable services of Sir James Saumoi cz while a Captain, and concluded 
by apologising to the House for the trouble he had given their Lordships, 
general erg of hear, hear!) The motion was then put and carried, ncm. 

Nuval Chrvnklci vol. \i. i>. 118. ^ 

• Earl St. Vincent. 
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here every evening — exactly one hour’s drive from Hyde 
Park or the Bridge. Remember me kindly to Langford and 
Dr. Baird ; and ever believe me your much obliged, 

* Nelson and Bronte. 

I have wrote to Conn about the wine. Sir William and 
Lady Hamilton desire their kind remembrances to you, Bed- 
ford, and all friends. 


TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, ILM. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autogi-aph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton. On tlic tird of November, 
in the debate on the Preliminaries of Peace, Lord Nelson supported the opinion of 
Lord St. Vincent, that the terms were equally horfourable and advantageous to this 
Country ; and defended the Preliminaries against the imputation of too extensive 
concessions.] 

Merton, November Tth, IbOl. 

My dear Sutton, 

I was in Town yesterday, which prevented my answering 
your kind letter of the 4th. You must judge how far Mr. 
Cranncll can wdth propriety be allowed to go to Town. As 
far as you think my name may be committed, you are heartily 
at liberty to use it. Lord St, Vincent is very unwell ; a most 
violent cough. Mr. Emery, from the Active, is coming down 
to join the Amazon: if you have room for him as Mid,, 
he seems desirous of being rated. My Steward has not yet 
arrived : the heavy gales have probably kept him in the river. 
Remember me most kindly to Hardy, Bedford, and all friends, 
and believe me ever your most affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William and Lady Hamilton desire their kindest regards 
to you, Hardy, Bedford. 


TO CAPTAIN SlU EDWARD liElUiV. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson P}ii)crs.] 

Jklcrtoii, November 10th, 1801. 

My dear Sir Edward, 

You have judged right to submit ; for our friends at the 
Admiralty have not much feeling for invalids. I spoke to 
Troubridge about you: the result you know by experience. 
I have not a scrap of interest, but believe me, I am ever your 
much obliged and affectionate friend, 

Nelson and Bronte. 
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TO GEORGE SMITH, ESQ., GAMER, KENT. 
[Antograpli, in the ponession of William Mostera Smith, Esq., of Comer.] 


« 

Merton, November 11th, 180J. 

My dear Sir, 

Your letter shall be given to Lord St. Vincent, with a note 
from me on the back of it. I have very little interest. If I was 
in Lord St. Vincent’s place, he should have his Commission, 
being ever your most sincere and faithful friend. 


Nelson and Bronte. 


TO SAMUEL BARKER, ESQ. 

[Autograph, in the possession of his son, John Barker, Esq. of Norwich.] 

Merton, Surrey, Nov. lltli, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

Many, many thanks for your truly kind letter ; I have no 
thoughts of coming to Yarmouth, being at this moment only 
absent from Deal on leave, for the benefit of my health; 
I never shall forget all your goodness to me, and if ever I am 
placed in a situation to show my gratitude, I trust I shall not 
be found wanting, I beg my respects to Mr. Palgrave, and 
beg you to believe me ever, my dear Sir, your most obliged, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William and Lady Hamilton charge me to present their 
compliments. 

I have wrote to Mr. Parker, and I have told Sir Thomas 
Troubridge of your good wishes towards him. 


TO captain SUTTON* 

[Autograph, in the possesaion of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Merton, November 12th, 1801. 

My dear Sutton, 

Yesterday was a fagging day: 150 dined at the London 
Tavern, and I, being the Cock of the Company, was obliged 
to drink more than I liked; but^e got home to supper ; and 
a good breakfast at eight this morning has put all to rights 
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again. This day comes on the great Northern question.* 
Lords Spencer and Grenville, and all that party, are to be 
violent : Tierney and Grey are bought, which shows that all 
the disinterestedness of man is only like the Fox and the 
grapes — sour when they cannot be got at. I am quite sorry 
about Dr. Baird, and am fearful that these repeated attacks 
will destroy a very valuable member of society. When you 
see Langford, say everything that is kind. Although the 
Admiralty tells me nothing, yet every body says there will be 
a promotion ; and if there is, both Somerville and him will 
certainly be made. I am glad the French Gun-boats are 
dished ; for, although it is Peace, I wish all Frenchmen at the 
devil. I have wrote about your kind letter to the Admiralty. 
I wrote to good Bedford yesterday; but yesterday was a 
busy day, between gardening, attending the House, and eat- 
ing, drinking, and hurraing. Sir William is gone this morning 
to see the King; but he and Lady Hamilton always bear in 
mind my worthy friends ; and, with my kindest regards to all 
of them, believe me ever your much obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

How angry Foley and Fremantle will be, going to 
Jamaica ! 


TO WILLIAM PERRY, ESQ.^ M.D., HILLINGDON, NEAR UXBRIDGE. 

[From the “ Geutleman’s Magazine," vol. Ixxvi. p. 218.] 

Merton, Nov. lutl^ 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

I do remember you very well; for early impressions of 
kindness are not easily eradicated. Your letter I have eu- 

* Lord Nelson spoke on the 12th of November, in support of a motion of Thanks 
to Lord Keith and the Officers under his command, for their senices in EgjTt. He 
said that “ those services were of a double nature, yet of equal importance. It fell 
to the lot of the Army to fight, and of the Navy to labour. They had equally per- 
formed their duty, and were equally entitled to thanks." 

* Dr. Perry was Surgeon of the Salisbury, bearing the Broad Pendant of Com- 
modore Sir Edward Hughes, K.B., in the East Indies, in 1770, when Lord Nelson 
was a young Midshipman of the Seahorse, Captain Fanner. (Vide vol. i. pp. 3, 4.) 
In performaiioe of his professional duties, Mr. Perry examined the boy, and huding 
him too delicate to remain in India, advised Sir Edward Hughes to send him to 
England in the Dolphin, Captain Pigot. In 1800, Dr. Peny published a whim- 
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closed to Lord St. Vincent, and I wish it may have the 
desired effect ; and I shall always consider myself, dear Sir, as 
your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

It was only last night that I received your letter. 


TO THE RIGHT HON. THE LORD MAYOR. 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papei*s, on which Lord Nelson has written, “A copy 
of niy Letter to the Lord Mayor.” He afterwards wrote to the Lord Mayor, desiring 
to withdraw this Letter, because he was advised that it was not proper for him to point 
out to the City of London what it ought to do. The subject was, however, renewed 
in the following year.] 

Merton, :20th November, 1801. 

My Lord, 

I have seen in this day’s Paper, that the City of London 
have voted their Thanks to the brave Army and Navy who 
have so happily brought the Campaign in Egypt to a glo- 
rious conclusion, and no Thanks were certainly ever better 
deserved. From my own experience, I have never seen, that 
the smallest services rendered by cither Navy or Army to the 
Country, have missed being always noticed by the great City 
of London, with one exception — I mean, my Lord, the glorious 
Second of April — a day when the greatest dangers of naviga- 
tion were overcome, and the Danish Force, which they thought 
impregnable, totally taken or destroyed by the consummate 
skill of the Commanders, and by the undaunted bravery of 
as gallant a Band as ever defended the rights of this Country. 

For myself, I can assure you, that if I were only personally 
concerned, I should bear the stigma, now first attempted to be 
placed upon my brow, with humility. But, my Lord, I am 
the natural guardian of the characters of the Officers of the 
Navy, Army, and Marines, who fought, and so profusely bled, 
under my command on that day. In no Sea-action this war 
has so much British blood flowed for their King and Country. 


sical work, called “ Dialogue«'iu the Shade.s,” and dcHCiibiug litmself os “ an old 
man, but a young writer,” said, “ lie little imagined that ho should have more than 
the common occasion of lamenting over the loss of a Nation’s Hero, w hom it woe 
his real and good fortune o/tce to save.” TMI object of hi.9 letter to Lord Nelson 
was to recommead to him Idcuteiiaat Richard Tooley, who will be again moiitioncd. 
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Again, my Lord, I beg leave to disclaim for myself more 
merit than naturally falls to the share of a successful Com- 
mander; but when I am called upon to speak of the merits 
of the Captains of Ilis Majesty’s Ships, and of the Officers 
and Men, whether Seamen, Marines, or Soldiers, I that day 
had the happiness to command, then I sai/y that never was 
the glory of this Country upheld with more determined bravery 
than upon that occasion ; and, if I may be allowed to give an 
opinion as a Briton, then I say^ that more important service 
was never rendered to our King and Country. 

It is my duty, my Lord, to prove to the brave fellows, my 
Companions in dangers, that / have not failed, at every proper 
place, to represent, as well as I am able, their bravery and 
meritorious services. When I am honoured with your Lord- 
ship’s answer, I shall communicate it to all the Officers and 
Men who served under my command on the Second of April 
last. I cannot close my letter without bearing testimony 
to the extraordinary exertions of Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas 
Graves, and the Honourable Colonel Stewart. I am, &c. 

Nelson and Bronte.® 


TO THE RIGHT IION. HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, in the Sidmouth Papers.] 

My dear Sir, Merton, NoTember 50th, 1801. 

You will judge of my feelings by my letter to the Lord 
Mayor.^ What has occasioned those who fought on the 2nd 

® The Lord Mayor, Sir John Earner, wrote Lord Nelson in reply — “ I have only 
to assure your Lordship, that 1 shidl give the subject a proper and early considera- 
tion.” 

’ Mr. Addington did not answer tliis Letter until the 57 th ; (vide p. hOS, 
and Lord Nelson not having received a reply to it on the 58rd, he forwaided his 
letter to the Lord Mayor on that day. The following is a copy of Mr. Addington’s 
letter : — 

“ Downing Street, November 57th, 1801. 

“ ^ly dear Lord, — I reproach myself for having so long delayed my aiisAver to 
your letter, but I can truly assure your Lordship that I have not had live minutes 
leisure since 1 received it. Having always expressed my opinions to you without 
reserve, I feel persuaded that no apology will be necessary for the freedom with 
which I acknowledge my anxiety that, on the subject in question, no letter, be the 
terms of it what they may, be written by your Lordship to the Lord Mayor. It 
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of April, when a great and most important Victory was 
obtained, from being noticed by the great City of London is 
beyond my comprehension ; and I, their Commander, what- 
ever may have been my demerits on that day, am forced to 
place in its true and proper point of view, the services and 
bravery of those under my command. I request your friendly 
opinion of my letter ; for 1 should be glad to alter any word 
or sentence in it, to those more adapted to mark the great 
bravery and consummate skill shown by all under my com- 
mand. Lord St. Vincent, in July, made me truly happy in 
the assurance that the King would grant Medals to those who 
fought on that day, as has been usual in other great Naval 
victories. With every sentiment of respect, believe me ever, 
my dear Sir, your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bbonte. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[From a Copy, in the Nelson Papers.] 

Merton, 20tli November, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I hope that you will approve of my letter to the Lord Mayor : 
I owe it as a debt of gratitude to the brave Officers and men 
under my command on the 2nd of April. You know, my 
dear Lord, the arduousness of the enterprise, and also the full 
effects of the glorious termination of it : your expanded mind 
must see the necessity of my stepping forth, or I should ill 
deserve to be so supported on any future occasion. Your Lord- 
ship’s opinion of the services of that day induced you to hold 
[out] hopes amounting to certainty. I believed that the King * 
would grant those who fought that day Medals, as had been 
done for other great Victories, and I have been, I own, expect- 


coiild be productive of no good, and miglit, and (I firmly believe) would, lead to 
serious embarrassmeuts. The grounds of this xiersuasiou I shall be ready to state 
to you, whenever you will do me the favour of calling in Downing Street. They 
are not merely of a public nature, but are connected with the interest J shall ever 
take ill your welheanied fame, and with the true regard with which 1 am, my dear 
Lord, your sincere friend, and faithful Hervant^IIfiNBY Addiwoton.” — A^itograyh, 
In the Nelson Papers. 
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ing them ddly since the King’s return from Weymouth. You 
will judge of my feelings by my letter to the Lord Mayor; and 
from my heart wishing you a speedy recovery, believe me 
ever your affectionate, Nelson and Bronte.® 


® To this Letter Lord St. Vincent wrote two Letters in reply : 

“ Admiralty, 2l8t November, 1801. 

“ My dear Lord, — I thank you for communicating the letter you have judged fit 
to write to the Lord Mayor ; and I have the honour to he, with the Iraest regard 
and esteem, your Lordship’s very affectionate and obedient servant,— St. Vincent.” 

“ Admiralty, 2lst November, 1801. 

“ My dear Lord, — In further reply to your Lordship’s letter of yesterday, I must 
beg leave to assure you that I have given no encouragement to the other subject 
therein mentioned, but, on the contrary, have explained to your Lordship, and to 
Mr. Addington, the impropriety of such a measure being recommended to the King. 
With many thanks for the interest you take in the recovery of my health, believe 
me to be, my dear Lord, very affectionately yours, — St. Vincent.” — Autographs^ in 
the Nelson Papers. 

Greatly disappointed, and, as he conceived, unjustly treated by the Government, 
in refusing to give Medals, and by the City of London, in withholding its Thanks, 
for the Battle of Copenhagen, Lord Nelson showed his feelings in a very character- 
istic manner. To Captain Foley, (his Flag-Captain in the Elephant in that Battle,) 
he declared he “would never wear his other Medals till that for Copenhagen was 
granted,” (Letter from Admiral Sir Thomas Foley, G.C.B., to Rear, now Vice-Admiral, 
Sir Graham Eden llomond, Bart., K.C.B., dated 23rd Febniary, 1828;) and he 
declined to accept its Thanks for any other sen ices, or to dine w ith the Lord Mayor, 
in his capacity of Chief Magistrate of the City of London, until the City had rendered 
justice to his Companions at Copenhagen. {Vide subsequent Letters.) However 
hopeless their chum, neither Lord Nelson, nor the Captains who fought on the 2nd 
of April, ever abandoned their pretensions to Medals. In May 1804, the late Lord 
Melville succeeded Lord St. Vincent as First Lord of the Admiralty, and in the 
following month, Lord Nelson wrote to him on the subject. His Lordship’s admir- 
able reply shows the grounds upon which Government then considered it expedient 
to refuse the request : 

“ My dear Lord, “ Admiralty, 28th August, 1804. 

“Your letter of the 22nd of June, with the correspondence which passed between 
your Lordship and Lord St. Vincent, has duly reached me. There seems to have 
existed a most extraordinary misunderstanding between you on the subject, and I 
am left perfectly in the dark what created the sudden change of sentiment you state 
to have taken place. I am not likely soon to meet with Lord St. Vincent, nor am 
I certain that he would feel disposed, or at liberty, to enter into any explanation 
with me respecting it. I may probably, ere long, have nn opportunity of mentioning 
it to Mr. Addington. 

“ Not knowing the reasons for resisting the wishes of the Officers who signalised 
themselves at Copenhagen, it would be presumptuous in me to fonn any conjecture 
respecting them. I am positive that any wont of a just sense of the meritorious 
services performed on that occasion neither did, nor could operate on the mind of any 
of his Miyesty’s serrants. But, wdintever the reasons w ere, your Lordship must feel, 
that in every view, the difficulties may have increased, but cannot have diminished by 
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TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENTj K.». 

[From a Copy in tlie Nelson Pnpere.] 

Merton, November 32ud, 1801. 

My dear Lord^ 

I was this morning thunder-struck by the reading your 
Lordship’s Letter, telling me that you had never given en- 
couragement to the expectation of receiving Medals for the 

the delay. I will not, however, act so nncandidly with your Lordship, as to disguise 
from you that I feel a difficulty which, to zny understanding, at present seems insur' 
mountable. When Badges of Triumph are bestowed in the heat and conflict of War, 
they do not rankle in tlie minds even of the .Enemy, at whose expense they are be- 
stowed; but tlie feeling, I suspect, would be very different in Deiiniaik, if the iiresent 
moment was to be chosen for opening afresh vrounds which are, 1 tnist, now healed, 
or ill the daily progress of being so. However much every gallant Officer wishes to 
bear about with him, and to transmit to his 2 >osterity, Badges of Military prowess 
and Di.stiijction, I am confident the minds of our brave Officers, who signalised 
themselves at Copenhagen under their illustrious lender, are too generous and 
public-spirited to be solicitous of obtaining any Mark of Distinction which might 
tend to injure any of the substantial interests or alliances of their Country. 

“ If I am right in the view I have of the subject, and continue to think in that 
manner, I am sure your Lordship will not conceive J am le.s.s disposed than 1 know- 
1 am, to consult the nicest feelings of his Majesty’s Naval Officers, if on the present 
occasion I do not concur with their wishes, in recommending to his Majesty the 
request which your Lordship has so forcibly conveyed to me. I have the honour 
to be, &c., Melville.” — Jutograph, in the Nelson Papers. 

On the extension of the Order of the Bath in Iblf), additional mortification 
awaited such of the surviving Captains as had commanded Ships under Lord Nelson 
at Copenhagen, and who had not hod a subsequent opportunity of gaining dis- 
tinction, by not finding themselves included in the extensive Nominations then made 
to the Order. In February they presented a Memorial to the Duke of Clai*ence, 
tlie Lord High Admiral, praying his Iluyal Highness to obtain for them tlie Medals 
to which they conceived themselves entitled, ami also, the rank of Knights Com- 
manders of the Bath, to which rank, (or to the highest Class of the Order,) all 
the then surviving Captains who were in the great Naval Actions of the Ist of 
.June 1791, 14th of Februaiy 1707, 11th of October 1707, and 1st of August 1708, 
had been lulmitted, except seven — namely, James Walker, John Lawford^ Samuel 
Sutton, Graham Eden linmoud, all of whom w ere at Copenhagen, and Henry Digby, 
Edward llotlieram, and Chai’les Bullcii, who were at Trafalgar, hut of whom, how 
ever all, except Admirals littwford and Sutton, had been mode Companions of the 
Order. 

On the t'lth of March 1828, the Lord High Admiral wrote to lleai'-Admiral 
Hamond, informing him that he had forwarded the Papers to the Duke of Welling- 
ton, “ and this morning I hod his Grace’s answer, stating that his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were most perfectly sensible of the eminent services of yourself and your 
Companions in Arms under the great end jgamortal* Nelson, but regretted they could 
not advise the King, at this late period, to issue Medals. Under the present circiijn- 
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Action of April 2 nd. Had I so understood 3 ^ 011 , I never 
should^ the same day, have told Mr. Addington how happy 
you had made me, by the assurance that the King would give 
us Medals ; and I have never failed assuring the Captains, 
that I have seen and communicated with, that they might 
depend on receiving them. I own I considered the words 
your Lordship used as conveying that assurance. It was an 
apology for their not being given before, which, I understood 
you, they would have been, but for the difficulty of fixing who 
was to have them ; and, I trust you will recollect that my 
reply was, that ^ certainly they could not be given to any but 
those who fought and we entered into the difficulties of fixing 
whether they should be confined to the Ships of the Line, 
or extended to the Frigates, engaged. I could not, my dear 
Lord, have had any interest in misunderstanding you, and 
representing that as an intended Honour from the King, which 
you considered as so improper to be recommended to the 
King : therefore, 1 must beg that your Lordship will re- 
consider our conversation — to me of the very highest concern, 
and think that I could not but believe that we were to have 
Medals. 

stances of the Order of the Bath, I know that any applications about K.C.B.’s would 
not be of any use, therefore, on that point, I did not touch.” 

After the accession of King William the Fourth, these gallant Officers renewed 
their application. His Majesty received their Memorial most favourably, and 
refemd it to the Minifiters; and on the Olh of October 1K.‘]0, the Secretary to the 
Admiralty informed Sir Thomas Folt;y, (who had joined in that application,) that 
Ilis Majesty had desired the Lords of the Admirully ^‘to canse yon, and the other 
Officers in question, to he acquainted that, sensible as his Majesty is of your and 
their distinguished merit, there are general considerations connected with the sub- 
ject which prevent his Majesty from complying with the reque.^t contained in tlie 
Memorial,’* 

Medals for Copenhagen were, consequently, never given ; and only one of the 
Captains who w^ere in that Battle lived to receive an Honorary reward specifically for 
his gallantry on that occasion — namely, Admiral .lohn Lawford, who was made a 
Knight Commander of the Bath in August 1838, thirty six years after the event, and 
twenty-three years after the Order had been enlarged, for the purpose of “ marking, 
in an especial manner, the I*rince Regent's sense of the valour, perseverance, and 
devotion manifested by the Officers of his Majesty’s b^orces by Sea and Land. ’ 

Of the other Memorialists, Rear-Admiral Sir Graham Humond was made a Knight 
Commander of the Batkin September 1831 ; Rear-Admiral Walker died a Companion 
of the Order in July 1831 ; and Rear-Admiral Samuel Sutton, died in June 1832, and, 
like many of his gallant Companions in one of the most sauguiuaiy of Naval Battles, 
without having received any mark of distinction whatever for his services. 

VOL. IV. M M 
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The conduct of the City of London is to me incom- 
prehensible ; for Lord Keith, who has not been engaged, has 
been Thanked, &c., and Sir Hyde Parker for not fighting 
might, for what matters to me, have been Thanked, too ; but 
surely, my dear Lord, those who fought ought not to have 
been neglected for any conduct of others. 

I am truly made ill by your letter.^ If any person had told 
me what you wrote, I would have staked my head against the 
assertion. With every kind wish, believe me, my dear Lord, 
your most affectionate, 

Nemon and Bbonte. 


TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON, DEAL 


[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 


Merton, November 2‘2n(l, 1801. 


My dear Sutton, 

I have been so much engaged and hurried about no notice 
being taken by the City of London of our April 2nd, and by 
Lord St. Vincent who, in contradiction to what I thought a 
most positive assurance that we were to have Medals, now 
tells me, that he has always thought it improper to recom- 
mend it to the King. You may judge my feelings: the result 
you shall know ; but I am fixed never to abandon the fair 
fame of my Companions in dangers. I may offend and suffer; 
but I had rather suffer from that, than my own feelings. I 
am not well, and this thing has fretted me. Remember me 
kindly to all my friends with you, and believe me ever, your 
most obliged and affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


* Lord St. Vincent replied, — 

“ Admiralty, JiJlrd November, 1801. 

“ My deal- Lord, — That you have perfectly mi.stttken all that passed between us 
in the conversation you allude to, is most certain ; and 1 cannot possibly depart 
from tlie opinion I gave your Lordship in my last. At the same time I am ex- 
tremely concerned that it should have had .so material lui effect upon your health, 
for the speedy re-establishment of which you have the fervent wishes of, my dear 
Lord, your very affectionate and obedient servant, — St. Vincent.” — Aiito^raphf in 
the Nelson Papers. 
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TO LIEUTENANT BAKER, R.N., DOVER-STREET. 

[Autogi’apli, in the possession of John Bullock, Esq.] 

. Merton, November 2‘Jnd, 18()1. 

Sir, 

Every Officer who has lost a limb has certainly a right to a 
pension, and by application to the Admiralty you would cer- 
tainly have one granted. I have, I can assure you, no power 
whatever to meet your wishes in getting you to the West 
Indies. With every good wish, I am, Sir, your most obedient 
Servant, 

Nelson and Bronte. 


ADMIRAL THE EARL OF VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Bart., G.C.B.] 

Merton, November ‘JGth, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

I have been mueh distressed at finding that Mr. Thomas 
Fellowes, who served with me as Purser during the whole time 
I commanded the Agamemnon, has not only lost his appoint- 
ment of Purser to his Majesty’s Ship Superb, owing to an 
arrest for a debt, but is involved, with a wife and family, in 
the most abject misery, without the slightest means of support 
for them, or for himself. The inquiries I have made of his 
Agents, and my own opportunity of observation, wlnle he was 
under my command, leave not a shsidow of doubt upon my 
mind but that the pecuniary embarrassments which are the 
source of this distress, are not the result of any extravagance 
or misconduct in the discharge of his duty ; and indeed, speak- 
ing from my own knowledge, I can safely say that Mr. he - 
lowcs is a man of strictly honest principles, and I believe Ins 
distresses to be chiefly owing to the want of integrity, or the 
negligence, of those who were intrusted with his concerns in 
the Ship, at those periods when he was absent on duty, as 
Commissary to the Troops and Seamen seiving on s lore m 

Corsica. , , . 

I should not preface the request I am about to make to 

your Lordship with this detail, but that I am anxious youi 

mm2 
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compliance with it should proceed not less from attention 
to my recommendation, than from motives of justice and 
humanity towards an unfortunate sufferer in the Service, on 
the part of your Lordship. 

A vacancy, I understand, is likely to occur very shortly in 
the Clerk of the Cheques’ Office, at Chatham, by the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Francis Smith, one of the Clerks. I shall feel 
sensibly obliged by your Lordship’s appointing Mr. Fellowes to 
it; and I will pledge myself that his abilities will be found 
equal to the situation. The salary, though small, will be 
adequate to his support, and to a man wholly without pecu- 
niary resources, it will be far preferable to another warrant as 
Purser. I shall only add, my dear Lord, that I feel much 
interested for Mr. Fellowes, and that I am ever your affec- 
tionate, 

Nelson and Bronte.’ 


TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, IIM SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autogfraph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Merton, November i27tli, ISOl. 

My dear Sutton, 

I have discharged my Steward, James Bell, and also my 
servant Joseph White, who has behaved ill. You will, there- 
fore, be so good as to discharge them from my retinue. I have 
had no answer about the Thanks, &c. from London, but I 
suppose they are ashamed. and know not what to do: there- 
fore, my letters are unnoticed. We have had a heavy fall of 
snow. Pray, make my kind remembrances to the Commodore, 
Gore, and all our friends, and believe me ever, my dear Sutton, 
your most obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* It appears, from an imlorsement on this letter, that Lord Nelson’s wishes could 
not he complied with, hecainx* “the Clerks in this Ofiice rise according to seniority, 
and it is necessary that the Nil’s! Clerk should know eveiy hraneb of business 
transacted in the Office.” 
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TO ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’s SQUARE. 

[Autog^ra])!), in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

. Merton, November aSlh, 1801. 

My dear Davison, 

My Father is going to call upon you this morning. I beg 
you will offer him the £‘500, for it is the same to me whether 
now, or on January 1st. We shall dine at home Sunday, 
Monday, and Tuesday next. I need not say how happy we 
shall always be to see as much of you as you please to give us. 
Mr. Addington has never deigned to answer my letter : the 
Lord Mayor did yesterday, and said the subject should have 
an early consideration. Either Lord St. Vincent or myself 
arc liars; — so my affairs stand. Believe me ever, dear Davison, 
your most obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bkonte. 

My letter is witlidrawn by advice from Mr. Addington. My 
Father leaves us on Tuesday morning. 


ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, Balt., G.C.B.] 

Merton, December 1st, 1801. 

My dear Lord, 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent has much at heart 
the welfare of Lieutenant Cowan,* and has desired me to 
state his merits to your notice, as he hopes it will be a means 
of getting some promotion for him. 

I can assure your Lordship that Lieutenant Cowan was 
certainly the most active and zealous Officer of any serving in 
the Hired Vessels under my command, and is really deserving 
of your notice, and the friendship of the Duke. With every 
afiectionate wish for your speedy recovery, believe me ever 
yours most truly, Nelson and Bkonte. 

* Lieutenant Malcohn Cowan, was made a Ccimnaudcr iii October IbOli 
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TO THE RIGHT HON. HENRY ADDINGTON. 

[Autograph, iu the Sidmouth Papers.] 

Merton, December 2nd, 1801. 

My dear Sir, 

After the very friendly conversation I had the pleasure of 
holding with you the other day, on the subject of Medals for 
the Battle of Copenhagen, I own my vanity, but I trust a 
laudable one, in sending for your perusal a letter from General 
Waltersdorff; he at least must have formed a disinterested 
opinion of my whole conduct If it is consistent with your 
station I wish you to see him, for with a true sense of honour, 
for his own Country, he is a real well-wisher to old England. 
For ever believe me, my dear Sir, your obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Captain Ives Sutton.] 

Merton, December bth, 1801. 

My dear Sutton, 

Thanks for your letter, which I should have answered 
before, but I have not been very well. For what good pur- 
pose they can keep you thumping in the Downs, 1 cannot 
guess, but they seem determined not to pay Ships off till the 
Definitive Treaty is signed. Lord St. Vincent’s conduct 
about the Medals for Copenhagen, appears to me extraordi- 
nary. I have had a meeting with Mr. Addington on the sub- 
ject ; I don’t expect we shall get much by it, except having 
had a full opportunity of speaking my mind. I will show 
you, and tell you all when we meet, which I hope will be 
soon. I seldom go to London, and seldomer to the Admi- 
ralty, no longer necessary to keep all quiet. Remember me 
to all our friends, and believe me ever, your most obliged and 
affectionate, 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William, Lady Hamilton, and Mrs. Nelson desire their 
regards. 
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TO SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, BART. 

[From Sir John Sinclair's CorresponAence, vol. i. p. 180, who says, “ Having 
sent a Copy of my ‘ Thoughts on the Naval Strength of the British Empire’ to 
Lord Nelson, I had the pleasure of receiving the foUowing commuuicaUon in re- 
turn :”] 

Merton, December 8, 1801. 

Dear Sir, 

I had the honour of receiving through the hands of Mr. 
Mollison, your very elegant present of a Book, to the subject 
of which too much attention cannot be paid: and without 
a compliment, no man in the Country is so able to place this 
important matter in its proper view before the public. I can 
hardly believe, however anxiously I have endeavoured to de- 
serve it, the high compliment you are pleased to bestow upon 
me. But, dear Sir, I beg you to be assured that I am, with 
every sentiment of obligation, your most obedient servant. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

TO HERCULES ROSS, ESQ., ROSSIE CASTLE, N.B.® 

[From a Copy in the Nelson Papers.] 

Merton, Surrey, December ITili, 1801. 

My dear Friend, 

I shall certainly with much pleasure receive your friend 
Mr. McDonald, whenever he pleases to make me a visit, and 
I assure you, for your friendship’s sake, be very glad to be 
useful to his son, but I have the least interest of any man in 
my station of life — indeed, I do not believe I have any ; but 
it may come in a future war, when I may again be wanted. 
In everything towards your friend’s son, I will do what I can, 
and shall tell him so. It will always give me pleasure to hear 
of your happiness, and where the parents arc good, there is 
every fair prospect that the children may give comfort to 


* The following particulars of Mr. Ross, which ought to have been inserted in 
the first volume, have only lately been obligingly communicated by his son, Horatio 
Ross, Esq., late M.X*. for Aberdeen and Montrose, and Lord Nelson’s godson. Her 
miles Rose, .Ksq. of Rossie Castle, married Miss Parish, daughter of Mr. Parish, of 
Hamhurgh, and died on the VJdth of December 3HlO,leaNing three daughters, nil of 
whom are dead, and one son, Horatio Ross, Esq., above mentioned, who mai’ried, in 
1838, Jiistiiia, daughter of Colin Macruo, Esq., and has five .^ons, “ the eldest being 
fo courscf called Horatio." 
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them ; and yours, with such examples, cannot fail to do well. 
I beg my respects to Mrs. Ross, and say that my loss must 
apologize for my not answering her very friendly and flatter- 
ing letter, for writing is a very serious inconvenience to me, 
and I beg you to believe me as ever your much obliged and 
faithful friend. 

Nelson and Bbonte. 

To ALEXANDER DAVISON, ESQ., ST. JAMES’S SQUARE. 

[Autograph, in the possession of Colonel Davison.] 

Merton, Friday Morning. [Post- mark, December 18th, 1801.] 
My dear l^avison, 

I am sorry to be disappointed at not coming to you this 
morning, but General Waltcrsdorff* sent me word he should be 
here to breakfast to take leave ; but I hope to be with you 
to-morrow, but do not wait for me. The valuation of the 
diamonds* is, as far as I have been told, shameful; therefore, 
although I am naturally very anxious not to obtrude more on 
* your goodness than necessity obliges me, yet I wish to talk to 
you on the subject of being even a little longer in your debt, 
taking care, which I hope I shall be able, to secure the pay- 
ment to you : but more of this to-morrow ; and I am, as ever, 
your most obliged and affectionate. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

I would sooner beg, than give those fellows my diamonds. 


To J. IIILEY ADDINGTON, ESQ. 

[Autograph.] 

My dear Sir, Merton, December 2Ut, 1801. 

Many thanks for your kind letter, and I shall call to thank 
you in person when I come to Town ; but I was ignorant that 
you was fixed in the Treasury. I am fearful my poor fellow 
will be disappointed ; for I think if he had a vote or interest, 
he would not have applied to me. Ever, my dear Sir, believe 
me your obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

* It uppeai'ii from thiH letter, tlint Lord Nilsoii was obliged to sell the diamonds 
with Mhich he had been presented by Foreign SoYcreigus; 
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TO CAPTAIN SUTTON, H.M. SHIP AMAZON. 

[Autograpli, in tUe possession of Captain Ives Sntton.] 

Merton, December 20tb, ]801. 

My dear Sir, 

I send you a £20 note, which will leave a little to go on 
with, and, if you please, to give the lads one guinea each® 
w’hen there is a probability of your being paid oif. If I can 
find out any good man commanding a Frigate, I should wish 
to place Connor with him ; Banti must take his chance. I 
am not going abroad — that you may be assured of. Reports 
say, the Definitive Treaty will soon be finished, and then, I 
suppose, wc shall all get our discharges; but I cannot obtain 
even mine. What a waste of Public money I But we hope 
soon to see you at Merton, wdiere you shall have a hearty 
welcome ; for believe me ever your much obliged. 

Nelson and Bronte. 

Sir William, Lady Hamilton, and Mr. Nelson, desire to 
wish you a merry Christmas. 


® Mr. Charles Connor and Mr. Banti, Midshipmen of the Amazon. 
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COPY or THE PATENT CREATING THE VI8COUNTCY OF KELSON, DATED 

22nd may, 1801. 

Barou Nelson, Crca- ) George the Third, by the Grace of God, &c., To all 
tiou of Viscount. 3 Archbishops, Dukes, Marquesses, Earls, Viscouuts, Bishops, 
Barons, Knights, Provosts, Freemen, and all other Our Officers, Ministers, and 
Subjects whatsoever, to whom these Presents shall come. Greeting, Know ye that 
We, of our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have advanced, 
preferred, and created Our right trusty and well-beloved Horatio Baron Nelson, 
Knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, and Vice-Admiral of the Blue 
Squadron of our Fleet, to the State, Degree, Dignity, and Honour of Viscount 
Nelson of the Nile, and of Biiniham Thorpe, in our County of Norfolk; and him, 
the said Horatio Baron Nelson, Viscount Nelson of the Nile, and of Burnham 
Thorpe, aforesaid, do by these Presents create, advance, and prefer ; and we have 
appointed, given, and granted, and by these Presents, for Us, Our heirs, and successors, 
do appoint, give, and grant unto him, the said Horatio Baron Nelson, the Name, 
State, Degree, Style, Dignity, Title, and Honour of Viscount Nelson of the Nile, 
and of Burnham Tliorpe, aforesaid, to have and to hold the said Nome, State, 
Degree, Style, Dignity, Title, and Honour of Viscount Nelson of the Nile, and of 
Bumbam Thoqie, aforesaid, unto him the said Horatio Baion Nelson, and the 
heirs male of his body, lawfully begotten, and to be begotten. Willing, and by 
these presents, gi'outiiig for Us, Our heirs, and successors, that he, the said Horatio 
Baron Nelson, and his heirs male aforesaid, and evei7 of them successively, may 
bear and have the Name, State, Degree, Style, Dignity, Title, and Honour of Viscount 
Nelson of the Nile, and of Burnham Thonie aforesaid; and that they and every 
of them successively, may be colled and styled by the name of Viscount Nelson 
of the Nile, and of Burnham Tliorpe, in Our County of Norfolk; and that he, the 
said Horatio Baron Nelson, and liis heii-s mole aforesaid, and every of them suc - 
cessively, may in oil things be held and deemed Viscounts Nelson of the Nile, 
and of Burnham Thorpe aforesaid, and be held, treated, and reputed as Viscounts ; 
and that tliey, and every of them successively and respectively, may have, hold, and 
possess a seat, place, and voice in the Parliaments and Public Assemblies and 
Couno% of Us, Our heirs and successors within our United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, amongst other Viscounts, as Viscounts of Pnrliament, and 
Public Assemblies, and Councils. And also, that he, the said Horatio Baron 
Nelson, and his heirs male aforesaid, may enjoy and use, and every of them suC'* 
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cessively may enjoy and use, by tbe name of Viscount Nelson of the Nile, and of 
Burnham Thorite aforesaid, all and singular the rights, privileges, pre-eminences, 
immunities, and advantages to the degree of a Viscount in ail things duly and of 
right befongiug, which other Viscounts of this Our United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland have heretofore honourably and quietly used and enjoyed, or as 
they do at present use and enjoy. Lastly, we will, and by these presents for Us, 
Our heirs, and successors, do grant to the said Horatio Baron Nelson, and his heirs 
Male aforesaid, tliat these our Letters Patent, or the enrolment thereof, shall be 
sufficient and effectual in the law for the dignifying, investing, and really ennobling 
him, the said Horatio Baron Nelson, and his heirs male aforesaid, with the Name, 
Title, Dignity, and Honour of Viscount Nelson of the Nile, and of Burnham 
Thoiq)c aforesaid, and this without any investiture, rites, ornaments, or ceremonies 
whatsoever, in this behalf due and accustomed, which, for sonic certain reasons 
be.st known to Us, Wc could not in due manner do and perform ; any ordinance, 
use, custom, rite, ceremony, prescription, or provision due, or used or to be had, done, 
or performed, in conferring Honours of this kind, or any other matter or thing to 
the contrary thereof, notwithstanding. We Mill also, &c., Mithout Fine in the 
Ilauiipcr, HiC. In witness, &c., witness, &c., the twenty- second day of May. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 


No. II. 

COPY Of THE PATENT CBEATINO THE BABOKY OF NELSON OF THE NILE AND 
OF HILBOBOUUH, DATED THE 18tII Of AUGUST, IbOl. 

Horatio, Viscount Nelson,) George the Tiiibd, by the grace of God, &c., 
Creation of a Baron, with > to all Archbishops, Dukes, Marquesses, Karls, 
Remainders. ) Viscomit.s, Bishops, Barons, Knights, Provosts, 

Freemen, and all other Our Officers, Ministers, and Subjects whatsoever to whom 
tlie.se Presents shall come, Greeting. Know ye that Wc, in onr consideration of 
the great and important services that renowmed man, Horatio Viscount Nelson, 
hath rendered to Us and to Onr Realm, and in order to perpetuate to the latest 
posterity the remembrance of his glorious actions, and to incite others to imitate 
his examples, of Our especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have 
advanced, preferred, and created our right tnisty and >voll-bcloved cousin, the said 
ilovatio Viscount Nelson, Knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, and 
Vice Admiral of the Blue Sqmwlron of our Fleet, Duke of Bronte in Sicily, Kniglit 
of the Grand Cross of the Order of Saint Ferdinand ami of Merit, and of the Imperial 
Order of the Crescent, to the State, Degree, Dignity, and Honour of Babon Nel- 
son Of THE Nile and of If ilbokougii, in Our county of Norfolk, and him, the 
said Horatio Vi.scount Nelson, Baron Nelson of the Nile and of Ililhorongh, afore- 
said, (to by thc.se presents, create, advance, and prefer, and We have appointed, 
given, and granted, and by these Presents, for Us, Onr heirs and successors, do 
appoint, give, and grant, unto him, the said Horatio, Viscount Nelson, the Name, 
State, Degree, Style, Dignity, Title, and Ifoiionr, of Baron Nelson of the Nile and 
of Hilboroiigh aforeiiaid, to have, and to hold the said Name, State, Degi‘ce, Style, 
Dignity, Title, and Honour, of Baron Nelson of the Nile and of Hilborough afore- 
said, unto him, the said Horatio Viscount NHson, and the heirs male of his body, 
lawftilly begotten, and to bo begotten ; and in default of such issue to our trusty and 
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\velMi)eloved Edmund Nelson, Cleric, Rector of Buruliam Tliorpe, in Onr said 
County of Norfolk, father of the said Horatio Viscount Nelson, ami the heirs male 
of his body lawfully begotten ; and in default of such issue, to tlie heirs male of the 
body of Susanna, the wife of Thomas Bolton, Esquire, and sister of the said 
Horatio, Viscount Nelson, lawfully begotten, and to be begotten, severally and suc- 
cessively, one after another, as they shall be in seniority of age and priority of 
birth ; and in default of such issue, to the heirs male of the body of Catherine, the 
wife of George Matchnm, Esquire, another sister of the said Horatio Viscount 
Nelson, lawfully begotten and to be begotten, severally and successively, one after 
.another, as they shall be in seniority of age and priority of birth; willing and by 
these presents gi*aiiting for Us, our heirs and successors, that the said Horatio 
Viscount Nelson, and the heirs male of his body aforesaid; and in default of such 
issue, the said Edmund Nelson and the heirs male of his body aforesaid; and in 
default of such issue, the heirs mule of the body of the said Susanna Bolton, seve- 
rally and successively, as aforesaid ; and in default of such issue, the heirs male of 
the body of the said Catherine Mateham, severally and successively ns aforesaid; 
and every of them successively may bear and have the Name, Slate, Degree, Style, 
Dignity, Title, and Honour of Baron Nelson of the Nile and of llilborough afore- 
said, and that they and every of them successively, may be called and styled by the 
name of Baron Nelson of the Nile and of llilborough, in Our County of Norfolk ; and 
that he, the said Horatio Viscount Nelson, and the heirs male of his body aforesaid, 
and in default of such issue, the said Edmund Nelson, ami tlie heii-s male of his 
body aforesaid, and in default of such issue, the lieiis male of the body of the said 
Susanna Bolton, severally and successively, as aforesaid, and in default of such issue, 
the heirs male of the body of the said Catherine Mateham, severally and successively, 
as aforesaid, aud every of them successively, may in all tluugs, be held and dceittud 
Barons Nelson of the Nile and of llilborough, aforesaid, and be created and reputed 
as Barons ; and that they, and every of them, successively aud respectively, may 
have, hold, and possess a seat, place, and voice in tlie Parliament and Public 
Assemblies and Councils of JJs, Qur licirs, aild'»u€CQssors, within our United King- 
dom of Great Britain uiwTlrelaiul, amongst other Bafosj^, as Barons of Paiiianient 
and Public Assemblies and Councils; and also, that tlte said Horatio Viscount 
Nelson, and the heirs -male of his body, aforesaid, and in default of such issue, the 
said Ediniiiul Nelson and tlie heirs male of his body, aforesaid, iiml in default of such 
issue, the heirs male of the body of the said JSusuniia Bolton,, severally and succes- 
sively, as aforesaid, and in default of such issue, the heirs male of the body of the 
said Catherine Mateham, severally and successively, as aforesaid, may enjoy and 
use, and every of them successively may enjoy and use, by the name of Baron 
Nelson of the Nile, and of lllUborough, aforesaid, all and singular, the rights, 
privileges, pre-eminences, immunities, and advantages to the degree of Baron in all 
things, duly and of right belonging, whicli other Barons of this our United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland have lieretofore lionourably and quietly used and en- 
joyed, or ns they do at present use and enjoy. Lastly, We will, ami by these Pre- 
sents, for Us, Our heirs, and successors, do grant to the said Horatio Viscount 
Nelson, that these our Lettei's Patent, or the enrolment thereof, shall be sufficient and 
effectual in the law for the dignifying, investing, ami really euiiobliug him, the said 
Horatio Viscount Nelson, and the heii*s male of his body aforesaid, and in default of 
such issue, the said Edmund Nelson and the heirs male of his body aforesaid, ami 
in default of such issue, the heirs male of the body of the said Susanna Bolton, 
severally and snooessivoly, as aforesaid, and in default of such issue, the heirs male 
of the body of the said Catherine Mateham, severally aud successively, as aforesaid, 
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iivlth the Title, State, Dignity, and Honour of Baron Nelson of the Nile and of Hil- 
borough, aforesaid, and tliis without any investiture, rites, ornaments, or cere- 
monies whatsoever, in this behalf due and accustomed, which for some certain 
reasons best known to Us, We could not in due manner do jind peiform, any ordi- 
nance, use, custom, rite, ceremony, prescription, or provision, due, or used, or to be 
had, done, or perfonned, in conferring Honours of this kind, or any other matter or 
thing to the contrary thereof, notwithstanding. And it is Our Hoynl will and 
pleasure, that the person and persons who shall hereafter fioin time to time succeed 
to the said Title and Dignity of Baron Nelson of the Nile and of Hilborough afore- 
said, shjill respectively take and use the Surname of Nelson only. We will also, &c., 
without Fine in the Hanaper, &c. In witness, &c., witness, 6^., the eighteenth day 
of August. By Writ of Privy Seal. 


END OF VOL. IV. 



Reed. on. 
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T. C. Savin, Printer, 4, Ciiandos Street, Covent Garden. 








